Library of Congress

Medical history of Michigan

MEDICAL HISTORY OF MICHIGAN
A “Famous Last Word”’(Apologies to Ted CooK)

“Histories of medicine by doctors, of lawby lawyers, of art by critics, are from ourpoint of
view written by untrained amateurs.” —Dixon Ryan Fox in AmericanHistorical Review,
January, 1930.

Dr. William Beaumont From The Life and Letters of Dr. William Beaumont by Jesse S.
Myer. C. V. Mosby Company, St. Louis.

MEDICAL HISTORY of MICHIGAN VOLUME | Compiled and Edited by a CommitteeC. B.
BURR; M. D., Chairmanand Published under the auspices of theMichigan State Medical
SocietyTHE BRUCE PUBLISHING COMPANY Minneapolis and Saint Paul 1930 Copy 2

R249.M551930Copy 2

COPYRIGHT, 1930THE BRUCE PUBLISHING COMPANY# ALL RIGHTS
RESERVEDPrinted in the United States of America

APR 24 1931#©C1A 36979C R
Vil
PREFACE

At the meeting of the State Medical Society in Lansing in 1926 “a resolution was
introduced and passed by the House of Delegates to get started some work on the
history of medicine in the State of Michigan.” Pursuant to this resolution, under instruction
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of President-Elect J. B. Jackson, the following notification was issued:Grand Rapids,
Michigan,December 7, 1926.

Dr. C. B. Burr, Flint, Chairman,Dr. J. H. Dempster, Detroit,Dr. W. H. Sawyer, Hillsdale,Dr.
J. D. Brook, Grandville,Dr. W. J. Kay, Lapeer,

Please be advised that President Jackson has appointed the above members to form the
committee instructed to compile a Medical History of Michigan.

If there is any service that this office can render to the Committee, you have but to
command it.

F. C. Warnshuis, Secretary-Editor.

Subsequently Dr. J. D. Brook resigned from the Committee and Dr. Winchester was
appointed in his stead.

Grand Rapids, Michigan, November 4, 1927.
Dr. Walter H. Winchester,516 Genesee Bank Building,Flint, Michigan.
Dear Doctor Winchester:

| have the honor to inform you that President H. E. Randall has appointed you as a
member of the committee on Medical History, of which Dr. C. B. Burr of Flint is Chairman.
Your appointment is to fill the place created by the resignation of Dr. J. D. Brook, who is
unable to serve.

| trust that you will accept this appointment and render to Dr. Burr and his committee the
services of which you are so capable.

Yours very truly,F. C. Warnshuis, Secretary-Editor.
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INTRODUCTION

“George Rogers Clark's stubborn grip on the Northwest Territory gained in 1778 was the
principal factor in securing it for the United States in the negotiations which resulted in the
treaty of 1783 although Great Britain retained it till 1794, for trade reasons, and tried to
regain it in 1812."—History of Medical Practice in lllinois.

“Virginia Finds Michigan State Birth Document”
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Under this heading was reported in the press, November, 15, 1927, the discovery in the
“misty archives of the State of Virginia” a document by which Virginia conveyed the great
Northwest Territory to the United States. It is signed by two former presidents, Jefferson
and Monroe, and stipulated that the states to be formed therefrom should be “distinctly
Republican states and admitted members of the federal union” and “limited in size to not
less than 100 and not more than 150 miles square.”

Out of this territory Michigan, Ohio, Indiana and lllinois were carved. The deed reserved for
General George Rogers Clark, Commander of the Virginia forces in the Revolution, a tract
of 150 acres “as a reward for himself and his army.” He it was who “led various reprisal
raids against Governor Henry Hamilton of Detroit, the notorious ‘scalp buyer.” These raids
were principally responsible for British action in ceding the territory in the treaty of 1783.

Michigan

“Mitchigan, Micheé and Michiga#’ were some of the pronunciations and accentuations
which ‘split the ears of the groundlings’ from this peninsulam acenam at the late Buffalo
[1876 American Medical] meeting. Ye Gods! What did we ever do that we should be
treated thus.”—J.J.M. in Michigan Medical News.

Derivation of the Word—Choose Your Own

Gallinée of a journey in 1670,”"We entered the largest lake in all America called the Fresh
Water Sea of the Hurons (Mer douce des Hurons) or in Algonkin Michigamea, thus
indicating the latter word to be the translation of Mer or Sea.”7 “Michigamea or Mitchigama
means ‘great water’ and is the name of a warlike tribe on the lake of the same name who
fused with the tribes of the Illinois Confederacy. ... The historian Shea says our word
Michigan is derived from this.” (Michigan Pioneer and Historical Collections, Volume XXI.)

The ceremony of giving some presents into their charge was performed xvi by the
interpreters as soon as they arrived at the Village of the Fox Indians, writes Vaudreulil,
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October 12, 1717 (See Chapter on Epidemics and Prevailing Diseases). They “testified
that they retained no resentment for the death of Pemoussa and Michiouaouigan” from
smallfox. (Michigan Pioneer and Historical Collections, Vol. XXXIII.)

| hold it less hazardous to write of things past than present.— Montaigne.
Why a Medical History

There is a particularly striking appeal in the solace that medical history holds in her

lap for the medical man. No consuming ambition unattained, no scientific yearning, no
tragic failure, no brilliant achievement may fall to his lot unaccompanied by the steadying
thought that to greater or less degree, sometime in the past, some other physician has
experienced similar emotions. When the wreath is withered and the cross too heavy,
there is a grain of comfort in knowing, for example,that even Asculapius, the Greek

god of medicine, after he had restored Hippolytus to life, instead of a reward incurred
destruction by fire at the hands of Zeus because his professional skill excited the wrath of
the jealous deity.” (Medicine, An Historical Outline. M.G. Seelig, M.D. Williams & Wilkins
Co., Baltimore, Md. Page 2.)

The following letter from the accomplished Dr. O.C. Comstock, Jr. was read at the meeting
of the State Medical Society in 1881.

Marshall, June 3, 1881.
Geo, E. Ranney, M.D.
Dear Sir:

It would give me the greatest pleasure to attend the meeting of the State Medical Society
at Bay City, but the illness of Mrs. Comstock will prevent my leaving home.
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More than 50 years ago | received my medical degree, and in every subsequent year
| have read medical literature with no diminished, but on the contrary, with an interest
increased by years and the marvelous developments of medical and surgical science.

A thoroughly educated and virtuous doctor is the highest type of man. He stands between

“the living and the dead.” His wasting mental and physical labor goes without appreciation

and often without reward. Nevertheless, he has an undoubted right ot live in history, for his
own sake, and the sake of the good cause with which his life has been crowned.

Now, doctor, what has the State Medical Society done toward perpetuating the life and
services of her deceased and honored members? The State Pioneer Society are doing,
as you know, an important work—no less than the gathering up the golden grains of
history from the fast fading past, not for themselves so much as for posterity. The record
of events, to be accurate, should be recent. The lapse of time involves, necessarily, the
lapse absolute accuracy. Will you not urge upon the State Medical Society the importance
of this thing, and induce them at its coming session to appoint historians in each county
represented in the Society, to furnish memoirs of deceased medical men in their several
counties for preservation in the archives of the Society?

In Calhoun County we have just the man for such a service, viz., Dr. Edward Cox of Battle
Creek. He is a pioneer doctor, and an able man, and is yet actively and successfully
engaged in practice.

If | were at Bay City, | should present the subject myself, but | am happy to leave it in your
hands. Maybe my excellent old friend, Dr. James Jerome, will lend his influence to the
furtherance of this desirable end.Fraternally yours,O.C. Comstock.

XVii

“Dr. Pratt asked that the Secretary be instructed to publish Dr. Comstock's letter in the
minutes of this year.
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“Dr, Bennett: | think we are deferring this whole matter longer than there is any necessity
for. Why cannot this Society express its will and wish at once and carry the suggestions
into effect?

“Dr. Pratt: It would take too much time.

“Dr. Bennett: Maybe that is so. The idea crept into my head, however, and | had to get it
out some way.”

And at a meeting of the State Medical Society, the “Pioneer Doctor” Cox said:

“In Calhoun County our Society has a committee to write up obituary notices and
biographies of its members. | would suggest that this Society correspond with local
societies for the purpose of procuring reports for our own Society as well. | make this as a
motion.

“Dr. Pratt: Certain practical questions arise here that require more deliberation than we
give them at present. After we get all the obituaries what are we going to do with them?
This, | repeat, is a serious practical question, and should receive mature consideration.”

A Medical History answers in part this interrogation of Dr. Foster Pratt, but can concern
itself only in a casual manner with the purely statistical. Birth, death, education and
location are episodes. A history of medicine should so far as possible embalm the

acts, the lives, of those who have made it, but, regrettably, it can at best but record an
infinitesimally small fraction in the sum total of good which the members of the profession
have contributed to the health, the wealth and well-being of any community. Verily, “their
works live after them” and few, very few, blots appear upon the pages which reveal their
sacrifices, their devotion and their integrity. More judicial than the jurist, more tolerant
than the theologian and wholly human in their outlook, the influence of physicians is
immeasurable in the safeguarding of society. In “piping days of peace” they are concerned
with the material and moral welfare of all; in times of war, the medical profession and its
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nursing and pharmaceutical allies are the only professions exclusively, intelligently and
practically devoted to minimizing its terrors, and the conservation of human life.

In the preface to an interesting “History of the Grand Traverse Region” which Dr. M.
L. Leach of Traverse City compiled and which was published in Michigan Pioneer and
Historical Collections he modestly writes:

“That the work is imperfect cannot be denied; that it contains inaccuracies of minor
importance is highly probable. Should it ever attain to the honor of being published in book
form the author will be glad to avail himself of all possible aids in correcting in that edition
the faults of this. To this end friendly criticism and communication of further interesting
facts are cordially invited.”

It seems to the Committee that the foregoing furnishes a worthy model for the emulation of
historians.

Xviii

The following extract is taken from the Journal of the Michigan State Medical Society, May,
1928: “Names such as these, and qualities and characteristics such as these in one's

confreres and professional forebears make life worth its price. Perpetuating them is the
principal raison d'etre for a medical history.”

MEDICAL EVOLUTION

Medicine as a Science and Art has developed so prodigiously in recent years that but
scant attention can be paid to its progress later than to the dawn of the twentieth century.
The hope of the projectors of this history is to deal as well as may be with Michigan
medicine and surgery during the evolutional period. Characters that came upon the

stage subsequent to the close of ‘99 and many episodes of outstanding medical interest
occurring since that time must await recognition by future scribes. Exception to this may
be found here and there, however. An example will be found in the chapter devoted to the
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Military Service of Michigan Physicians, where loss of life, deeds of valor, and distinction
conferred during the World War are noted. The heroism and self-sacrificing devotion of
physicians who so promptly and generously responded to their country's call in the direful
emergency, redound to the everlasting credit of the Michigan medical profession.

In the original draft volume and page were introduced with foot-note references but in the
last revision this has been found unpractical, in view of expense of printing and proof-
reading. It is hoped to preserve the originals that references may be “checked up” in case
a curious or unsatisfied reader finds it impossible to discover the sources of quotations and
excerpts.

REFERENCES

References to sources of information do not imply literal transcription except where the
phrasing is enclosed in quotation marks. The exigencies of the situation necessitate
abbreviation of much excellent material.
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sources.
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Chapter IThe DoctorMainly from the Layman'sViewpoint

“It is not dangerous, as in a medicinabledrug whether in an old tale or report, beit thus or
thus, so or so.” —Montaigne

3

CHAPTER IThe DoctorMainly from the Layman's ViewpointBy C. B. Burr, M.D., Flint,
Michigan
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“To see oursel's as ithers see us”

It is helpful and disciplinary though out invariably contributory to self-esteem for the
physician to contemplate his significance from other than the professional angle. A
layman's judgment may in the Doctor's opinion betray some lacking in appreciation

and but faintly sound the note of stimulation to exalted endeavor, but cannot be wholly
disregarded in complex society. The writer read somewheret this serious tribute to
medical progress from a Michigan pioneer—that “by the science of phrenology we find that
the organs of the brain determine the capacity of the mind and thought, that magnetism
and psychology too have explained to us the mysteries of human life with its intermediate
relations all of the way from the grossest material to the most etherial (sic) or angel world.”

T He knows the exact source of information but chooses to preserve the secret.

Or this illuminating discourse an orator disencumbered his system at a public assembly
in the last quarter of the nineteenth century, during which “our flag now floats proudly on
every sea and in every harbor in the world, giving safety and protection to all the people.”t

T He knows the exact source of information but chooses to preserve the secret.

“Floats proudly.” Such boastfulness, in essence juvenile, might have been remotely related
to the truth at the time it was voiced, but may now be regarded as possibly a confirmation
of the warning: “Pride goeth before destruction and a haughty spirit before a fall.”

“Protection to all the people,” indeed, in a bandit-burdened, crime-cursed and speed-
saturated age where contention by the embattled hosts of the Medical Profession with
the great adversary, looking at the conversation of human life and increasing its average
duration, is a continuous and discouraging performance.

The public in this hitherto relatively happy land will vainly look for protection of life and
property from anti-social elements even in the old home town, to say nothing of overseas

Medical history of Michigan http://www.loc.gov/resource/lhbum.1995a



Library of Congress

harbors, and the pedestrian will, if wise, watch his step in preparation to dodge the swift
oncoming moron (euphemistically yclept “motorist”) at the steering wheel.

4

To pursue the subject further. For the following estimate the profession is under lasting
obligation to a minister who revealed in 189014 that the work of the physician “is not
so much in public as in the seclusion of our homes and few of them enjoy a state-
wide reputation. Among the great multitude of them we can only name Henry B. Baker,
Homer O. Hitchcock, Edward S. Dunster, David K. Underwood, and Joseph Bagg. Of
New England parentage were Drs. John L. Whitney [Whiting?], John R. [sic] Beach of
Coldwater, Foster Pratt, Z. E. Bliss, C, C. Turner, Alonzo Cressey, A. B. Palmer, A. F.
Whelan, and Lyman Brewer.”

Here are at least a few names preserved from oblivion, and the enumeration is repeated
mainly for the purpose of emphasizing the value of humility among that large, remaining
contingent of the “multitude” whose merits have not met with ecclesiastical recognition.

Next in testimony of appreciation comes the lawyer. “The Law and Medical Student at the
University of Michigan in 1859 and 1860 were not as a rule educated, and their clothes,

manners, and often their grammar shocked the delicate sensibilities of the more fortunate
—and so forth.

literati. It jarred some of them to hear ‘Il seed,” ‘I knowed,” ‘them molasses,
This is from George D. Chafee,12 oldest living graduate of the Law School. “He is now
past eighty-seven,” records a foot-note, the accuracy of which the present writer is not
inclined to question. On a visit in 1924 Mr. Chafee could not recall a single feature of Ann
Arbor. “The little old Medical College where on Saturdays we saw the clinics and heard
the Physicians’ views on medical jurisprudence has been replaced by a most beautiful,
elaborate and commodious structure with lecture rooms, operating rooms, rest rooms,
nurses’ rooms, consulting rooms, everything to aid in making the M. D. as near wise and
skillful as possible.”
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However resentful a physician justifiably may be of the sweeping classification of “Laws”
and “Medics” in one group, of so-to-spealk, illiterati, there is evidence from an apparently
impartial source that the early education of physicians in the Northwest Territory from
which Michigan was carved, measured by present day standards, left much to be desired.
Cultural conditions improved after 1851 through the operation of the Medical Department
of the University but of education of physicians in general of that period, the following frank
opinion written from Jeffersonville, Indiana, in 1819, is of interest.

“The medical men here are all doctors, nor is the inferior degree, surgeon, at all
recognized. In new settlements many practice on life and limb who have not obtained a
diploma of any medical school. The smallness of their laboratories renders it probable
that the universal medicine is included. Here too there are honoured exceptions; and
the medical colleges instituted at Cincinnati and Lexington may soon furnish more
accomplished practitioners.”15

What is meant precisely by “universal medicine” is not obvious but on the contrary the
mention of the “inferior degree,” that of surgeon, is full of 5 clarity. However, it seems
inexpedient for a mere reviewer to go farther than to record the opinion. It would be
supererogatory and scarcely within his province to pass upon its perspicacity.

Eventually, true artists were evolved in this specialty. This is emphasized by Dr. Schuyler
C. Graves of Grand Rapids in “The Poetical in Surgery,” the subject of the annual address
to the State Medical Society in 1895. He admits there are “surgeons of the peacock type”
who “make much noise” and “exhibit an ample spread of gaudy tail” but on the other hand,
it has been his pleasure “more times than once to recognize the nightangles of our art, the
surgical Longfellows, Rembrandts, Michel-Angelos and Schumanns” who pour out “their
melody of action in streams of living song.”27

Hemostatic forceps saved the former “pour(ing) out” situation.
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The claim of progress in the surgical field is further made in the rather sonorous words
of Dr. E. B. Smith of Detroit in a paper on “Pathological Lesions of the Inferior Maxillary
Bone.” “The strides of surgery have not alone made themselves felt in abdominal and
pelvic surgery, but all along the line modernizing influence, guided by scientific methods
of research which is daily being carried on in and out of the laboratory, is placing our
art where she belongs. Nowhere is charlatan prevented from working her outrageous
and devilish humbug; but upon the face and about the mouth she feels that there is an
untrodden field t for her, and here the practical, careful, scientific surgeon can make
himself felt in his calling.”17

t Italics are the compiler's.

One may if he desires lay the flattering unction to his soul that sweeping generalizations
may be discounted as not better than half-truths. In any event the gratifying fact remains
that early in the nineteenth century near the time Flint's “Letters from America’s were
written several physicians of conspicuous ability were located in Michigan.

It may be a source of surprise to those of the present generation, where modesty and
self-effacement are distinguishing characteristics of the physician and more particularly
the surgeon, to learn that these attributes were by no means invariably present and
conspicuously outstanding in those of an earlier day. On the contrary the impression

a recorder of history derives from reading biographical sketches and memorial notices
is, that incidents related to environment and overcoming in the good old days inspired

a degree of self-confidence—not to say, self-appreciation—barely justifiable even
among those of the theologic and legal professions, where at least quasi-omniscience is
conceded.

Public opinion has conferred upon certain members of our guild a reputation for infallibility,
denial of which would then have been, and now is, ungracious. Sincerity and utter veracity
must have been among our professional forebears practically universal.
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Of a pioneer physician it is recorded that he was “a man of strong will power but always to
listen to the teachings of others and if 6 their views harmonized with his own, he adopted
them: ¥ if they didn't, he acted on his own conviction of right.14

¥ Italics ar the compiler's.

“Dr. John L. Balcomb never practiced in his profession. He was the DeQuincey of the
place (Battle Creek) in more ways than in the use of opium. As was said of Burke, you
could not be with him for five minutes without acknowledging him a remarkably learned
man, and highly gifted in conversation.”14

Dr. Nathan M. Thomas was “a man of positive conviction, a relative of the late Secretary
Stanton, and partook largely of Mr. Stanton's determined will never to yield a position after
he was satisfied he was right. But few men in Michigan did more to abolish slavery. He
talked about it, he wrote about it, he distributed documents.”14

Dr. Alanson Cornell moved to lonia County in 1838 and died in 1873. He “and his excellent
wife [were] among the foremost figures in every picture of pioneer life in lonia County.
Here they shared with others the trials and vicissitudes of a pioneer settlement, bearing a
larger part of the burdens than the most. In common, they ministered to the sick, soothed
the dying and comforted the afflicted.”14

Dr. M. Lamont Bagg came to Pontiac about 1835; was sometime Mayor of Pontiac. “He
was a man of strong conviction with a power of speech that enabled him to enforce his
views with more than the average power of men.”14

Dr. M. B. Beers came to Portland about 1838. For many years he was the only physician
there, “and by exposure and hardship peculiar at that time to his profession, his hair was
changed from a color jet black to that of snow when as yet he had not reached midway in
the journey of life.”14
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Dr. Orville Marshall graduated at the University of Michigan Medical Department in

1865 and moved to Lansing the following year. “His character wa well know,” says his
biographer. He was the universal friend of the unfortunate and the needy; was “deep in his
convictions of right and not backward in airing them when occasion required.” He “meant
what he said and never misled”; was “conscientious in action as well as thoughts.” He
was correspondent of the State Board of Health while a student at the University; author
of a report on the opium habit in Michigan in 1878, and was one of the most prominent
members of the school board for a number of years.14

Dr. Chester S.Tucker, a pioneer physician (1844) of Coldwater possessed a mind
“naturally questioning ad suspicious; and in religious matters, while profoundly reverent, he
was ever studying to solve the deep problem of life as revealed in the Bible. Never ready
to give up quickly any belief or purpose formed, he hewed out his way in all such matters,
just as the pioneer by degrees clears his land and puts it in a state of cultivation.”14

Cultured he was, undoubtedly, and extremely useful in other than professional 7 lines if,
as his biographer declares, “Coldwater owes more to Doctor Tucker for the present proud
position that her schools occupy than to any other man.”

Of remarkable versatility was Dr. Osman D. Goodrich, who in May, 1836, located in
Allegan; regular at first, then in railroad business (conductor of the first train from New
Haven to Farmington, Conn.), then again in Allegan, this time an exponent of homeopathy,
being, as his biograpaher appreciatively points out, first in both these professions. He

is said to have been a “remarkable man” and his cousin relationship to “Peter Parley” of
“Merry's Museum” fame is happily not forgotten.14

“Dr. O. D.Goodrich enjoys the distinction of being the first physician who ministered to

the ills of the settlers of Allegan. He arrived there in 1836, having left Oneida County,

New York, two years before, and at once began the practice of his profession. His circuit
extended many miles in every direction, a large part of his time being spent in battling with
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that scourge of Michigan, the fever and ague. He has since that time, with the exception
of a few years spent in Connecticut, been inactive practice in Allegan though of late years
(1880) he has sought relief from professional labor whenever practicable.6

He was graduated at the Berkshire Medical Institute,Pittsfield, Massachusetts, in 1834.
There was but one house in Allegan, when he moved there from Ohio. His pioneer life
“was one of hardships and privation.” He was frequently obliged to ford streams, following
an Indian trial to the rude home of the early settler who was so unfortunate as to require
his prosional services.”6

The above and his “genial faith in the Christian religion” excuse much but are scarcely
valid in according for the homeopathic heresy.

Dr. O. E. Goodrich, his son, practiced in Allegan from 1866 to 1878.

And “Merry's Museum” must have been distinctly worth while, otherwise the accomplished
Dr. Geo. P. Andrews would scarcely have lapsed into the rhapsodic in mentioning this
among other of Ticknor and Field's publications in the Review of Medicine and Pharmacy.
3 “Our Young Folks from the same source is rated by the juvenile population ‘tiptop’ and
the cry is taken up with enthusiasm by the youngsters who have been so fortunate as to
lay their hands upon one copy of Merry's Museum. Alas, that we have grown old before
the halcyon days of childhood, when the noblest intellects and sweetest poets of the age
are called into requisition to contribute to the instruction and entertainment of our youth.”

“Youngsters” have become oldsters since these “halcyon days” (more's the pity); cynicism,
doubt, and “self expression” are now the vogue, and reverence for “sweetest poets” is in
the discard, but looking backward the writer can revive the thrill provided by the Sunday-
school paper which “teacher” benevolently distributed.
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Dr. Lamborn, a quaint character in Western Michigan, said in a public speech, “There are
really but three great men in America. Daniel Webster 8 is one, Henry Clay is another, and
a third, modesty forbids me to mention.”14

Webster had one Doctor as early as 1827, Dr. Nichols, who lived on the south bank of the
Huron in what is now the village of Dexter. Dr. Nichols practiced medicine throughout the
region of Dexter and with fair success. He was genial, quite loquacious, full of anecdote,
“and very much inclined to stay and talk after making his prescriptions.” He loved deer
hunting and in fall spent so much time in this pursuit that his patients murmured.

This the reviewer claims is an unjust reflection on a well-intentioned member of the
profession. In all probability he did not limit gunning to deer. It is well known that bob-
cats, bears, and other “varmints” abounded. It was indubitably a public health measure

to assist in their extermination. Indeed the eminent and credible W. J. Beal, for years an
outstanding figure on the teaching staff of the (then) Michigan Agricultural College, is
guoted by Professor L. A. Chase, in “Rural Michigan,” as declaring not only that bears
occasionally devoured the settlers’ pigs and that the screams of the wildcat “terrified some
belated footman,” but, what is more to the point in justification of Dr. Nichols’ enterprise,
that “deer ate the young wheat of the fields.”

Furthermore, there is evidence from another source that the “timid deer” whose suspicion
is aroused by “the rustling of a leaf” and who is set “bounding through the forest in abject
fear” at the sight of a man can put up a scrap if he chooses. Orson Swift, boy of twelve or
fourteen, armed with an as “went to the woods to learn the cause of a furious barking of
their dog. He found him fighting a large buck. He spoke to the dog to encourage him, when
the deer left the dog and attacked the boy. A furious combat followed in which the boy's life
was only saved by the efforts of the dog.”14 (Osband—"Recollections of Nankin.”)

Dr. Cyril Nichols, a native of Vermont, came to Dexter in 1826. He “was a man of
considerable intelligence, was very popular among all classes and had an extensive
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practice throughout the whole region of country for many miles north, south and west of
Dexter.”9 He died in 1843.

So, there you are, and the conclusion is unavoidable that Dr. Nichols’ patients were
captious and unreasonable.

The island fastnesses of the state have been and still are the source of many stories of
courage and bravery on the part of the physician as the following well illustrates:13

“In Strang's dayt they had on the island [Beaver] a skilled physician, Dr. H. D. McCulloch.
Friend alike to Mormons and Gentiles, he eventually sided with the latter, though for a long
time he was an adherent of the Mormon tenets. About thirty years ago, another physician,
a summer resident, used often to spend his winters on the island. But or many yearst See
Chapter VIII. 9 there was physician except as a chance ‘resorter’ might happen to be of
that profession.

“In the winter of 1923, a man lay near death on the island, suffering with a fractured skull.
An airplane from Selfridge Field, carrying a physician, was making every effort to reach
the island. There was an epidemic of influenza there and many other serious cases,

and the telephone calls were urgent. Not knowing of the airplane expedition, a brave
doctor from Levering, J. B. Brown, had set out across the ice from Cross Village, driving
a horse and piloted by a fisherman. He reached St. James just after the airplane had
made a successful landing on the large inland island lake, Genesareth; it had taken him
about fourteen hours to make the crossing. They had constantly to drive out and around
open water. He left the fracture case to Dr. R. N. Armstrong, the arrival by airplane, and
found himself busy enough in attending the other patients, many of them at death's door.
He remained over a week on the island before he could return home. There is now a
physician, Dr. Russell Palmer, partly paid by the State Health Department, who resides on
Beaver.
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“One of the best stories Harold Titus has written is the one of the doctor who makes a
perilous crossing to Beaver Island during a diphtheria epidemic, woven out of all these
incidents, with a magic woof of human interest and domestic tragedy that makes it read
like the saga of a soul redeemed by service. It is called ‘The Other Doctor,” and appeared
originally in the Elks Magazine for March, 1924.”

Notwithstanding the sturdy habits and vigorous health of the pioneers, the use of “testers”
and scientific aids in diagnosis, sudden deaths were not unknown. A case in the hands

of one of the most reputable of our forebears had been dismissed. On Sunday, however,
some fever developed and the attending physician was called again. “While holding

a ‘tester’ in her mouth to determine the amount of fever she suddenly uttered a cry of

pain, threw up her hands and was dead.” For the relief and reassurance of a useful,
numerous and busy contingent of the profession it should be added that there had been no
antecedent surgery.

And in connection with the obituary notice of one who died at the “ripe age” of 71 (take
notice confreres on the History Committee) this tribute is paid to her physician.

“Dr. —— of this city has been attending her for nearly eighteen years and has kept her in
as comfortable circumstances as his ability would permit.”

A hint just here to Hospital Superintendents. The above is distinctly reminiscent of
somewhat non-committal correspondence in reference to hospital patients who maintained
a resistant attitude toward remedies and measures directed to their betterment: “| take
great pleasure in assuring you that your [read husband, wife, brother, sister] is as
comfortable as his [her] condition permits.” The phraseology may be slightly modified but
should not be spoiled by redundant verbiage.

10
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“Fighting his way through floating ice and a heavy head-sea, Captain Tracy Grosvenor
drove his thirty-foot gasoline boat from North Manitou Island, fourteen miles off his port
[Leland], to carry the wife of a coast guardsman to a hospital for an emergency operation.
There is no doctor on North Manitou and diagnosis was made by submarine telephone
by Dr. Fred Murphy of Cedar. Dr. Murphy was at the dock here when the boat arrived and
hurried the patient to Traverse City. Captain Grosvenor returned to the island at once,
carrying a ten-day accumulation of mail.’

“There was doctor on South Manitou Island in 1864, but while he was most needed he
was busy rescuing the passengers from the J. Y. Scammon, which had been wrecked off
the island. The doctor's name was Alonzo Slyfield, and he had gone to the island for his
health, giving up his profession to take the position of keeper of the South Manitou light.
He succeeded in rescuing all the passengers, including four women, as they slid down a
spar from the overturned boat. As he returned to his house, he learned that he was the
father of a nine-pound boy, born while he was engaged in his heroic work. Dr. Slyfield was
afterward keeper of Point Betsie light.”13

The profession has supplied heroes in every war. One for example “was secretary of

a meeting at which General Cass made a short address showing the importance of
organizing and appointing officers for a regiment of soldiers.” The company in 1832
marched to Niles, fought with Black Hawk Indians on the outskirts of Coldwater Prairie
and “with discipline and undaunted bravery it maintained our rights near the Ohio line and
among chickens and potatoes in the disputed lands near Toledo.”

Dr. J. H. Bennett of Coldwater was born in Chenango, New York, in 1826, and died at
Batavia, Michigan, in 1891.

He was graduated at the Berkshire Medical College in 1854 after studying with Dr. William
H. Hanchett of Coldwater. He was “a well-read thoroughly posted physician,” his “native
ability showed like a rich jewel in a rustic case.” he was “an uncompromising Republican,
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a warm friend, forcible in debate, honorable in his deal and fearless in maintaining his
ideas whether in politics, religion or the ordinary affairs of life.” He was at times a great
sufferer in consequence of injuries sustained in an accident. “In “In 1887 he became a
member of the Methodist Episcopal Church and has since tlived an upright Christian life.”
However, to this can hardly be attributed the “remarkable change socially” recorded by his
biographer which seems to date further back, viz, “during the last ten years of life.”1414

t Italics are the compiler's.

Dr. John Beach, a brother of Dr. Beach of Battle Creek, “settled in South Battle Creek in
1836, | believe.” He was “of fine intellect of literary culture, highly social and a well read
physician.”14

“The physicians of the days here in the woods, after having used what little medicines
they may have brought with them, were compelled to fall back on the Thompsonian or the
Botanical system as they found it in the Michigan Woods. Dr. Beach's office or repository
for certain drugs and 11 medicines was in the forest about him.” Mr. VanBuren Asserts
that he has often dug “culver root” for him. This worst medicine | ever tasted” and of which
“a pint at a dose” was necessary “was worse than the disease.”

The Doctor's favorite mare “Doll” would in the winter take the bit in her teeth. She had thus
drawn him hundreds of miles by the lines, over the fine snow track “without straightening a
tug.”14Small wonder that Doll's colts were highly valuable.

Dr. Beach was evidently gifted and resourceful; of his qualities more elsewhere.

Courtly manners and vivacity must have been distinguishing characteristics of the urbanite
residents of Michigan in the early part of the nineteenth century. The term “urbanite”
employed with reserved would have application, if any at all, exclusively to Detroit, the
society of which Harriet Martineau speaks in high in her “Society in America,” written in
1836.
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Of Dr. Rufus Brown who came to Detroit in the early thirties, it is written that he “studied
medicine with Dr. Scovel did not practice.”14

He traveled in Europe, was possessed of elegant manners, and was a faultless dresser, a
veritable Beau Brummell of the period apparently. As an indication of his gallantry, Palmer
relates that he “was parading on Jefferson Avenue in company with Miss Emily Mason.
When they reached Griswold Street at what was then called Sherlock’'s Corner, the Doctor
observed that the gutter was in fit condition to accommodate the daintily-booted foot of

his fair companion. He drew his pocket his ample white linen handkerchief and emulating
Sir Walter Raleigh when escorting Queen Elizabeth. .. Spread it on the ground over the
muddy spot.” A desperate flirtation which he had with Miss Belle Cass was discouraged by
the General despite the fact that “the Doctor was desirable every way except financially.”

Undoubtedly he was extravagant but he was also unfortunate in losing by fire his stock
of merchandise, wines and liquors. As elsewhere appears in this history, one Mrs.
Mitchell, a trader of Mackinac, the wife of deported Dr. Mitchell, suffered annulment of
a liquor license following the American Occupation 1 after the War of 1812. Malignant
destiny bore also upon Detroit and the fire loss of Dr. Rufus Brown, “General Store,
Groceries, Wines & Liquors,” occurred. This must have been regarded no less than

a public calamity. It happened in 1837. There was then no Walkerville neighbor and
difficulties in transportation were exigent.

t Italics are the compiler's.

There was, it is conjectured, as a rule shortage of those aids to uplift, and physicians then
as snow felt the depressing influences of their daily lives. In Palmer's “Early Days,” it is
mentioned that “On every Fourth of July the gay boys of Detroit made Dan Whipple's their
rendezvous. Petils soupers were there given at which Lieutenant Pitcher [was this the
admirable Zina Pitcher?] was on occasions a guest. The larder was beyond criticism and
another attraction was the absolute freedom Dan afforded his guests, for 12 you see he
was a bon vivant himself. And at the Strellinger Brewery in the early sixties there was a
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literary club of which Dr. J. B. Scovel was a member.”4 Dr. Scovel was a “skillful physician
of Detroit and a genial gentleman.” His office was in the Desnoyer Block, Woodward and
Jefferson, with Dr. Rufus Brown.

Dr. L. H. Cobb belonged to the “Vingt Club”4 and Dr. R. S. Rice “was one of the most
noted physicians here. His house presided over by Mrs. Rice and three daughters was one
of the centers of the gay young society.”4

Dr. Louis Davenport “had the steadiest hand and coolest head of any man on the job.”
“He was clever in caricature and would have made his mark in that direction had he so
desired.”4

The following is an account of articles “exclusive of personal baggage” lost by Assistant
Surgeon F. Sampson, Royal Newfoundland Regiment, by the destruction of the nancy
Schooner August 14, 1814, when proceeding to Michilimackinac.14

Medical Booksl£20
Surgical Instruments10
Groceries2410s.
Liquors27

Attention is respectfully called to last item as indicating the perils of navigation in war
time. Its reference to the Pacifists Leagues and all disarmament conferences is timidly
recommended.

Although the following is related of Ohio “practice,” the instance is sufficiently typical.
Similar exodontic problems were at an early day almost invariably solved by the physician.
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“I took a few days rest at what was sometimes called the ‘Doctor's cabin.” One bitter cold
night there can be a loud rap on the door. The Doctor got up and admitted a man who
came in, sat down on the floor before a large open fireplace and said that he had a tooth to
be examined. A jug was placed by his side and he was told to take a drink; the irons were
warmed by the fire and the Doctor then placed the man's head between his knees and by
the light of the fire put the instruments in his mouth and suddenly the tooth was out.”14

This and the “operation” by Sergeant Fitz upon a Kaffir “who was averse to a fair pull” on
an offending lower molar, would indicate unnecessary refinement in modern dentistry. the
Kaffir was persuaded to mount a tree, a string was tied about the tooth and from the tooth
around a projecting branch of a tree. The native was made to “sit on the branch” and when
all always ready was given a push. “As the Kaffir went down the tooth came up.”

And for this philanthropic performance, “Fitz was court-martialed.”3
“Victorian” justice was obviously inconsiderate as well as blind.

It is regretfully recorded, but the obligation of an amateur historian to near-truth should
not be disregarded, that Flint's letter, to which reference 13 has been heretofore made,
indicates that there were “designing” doctor as well as lawyers, to say nothing of “tavern
keepers, farmers, grocers, shoemakers, tailors"—and probably “realtors”—although that
euphemism was of a century later development. The recollection of the writer is that the
latter were in the olden time referred to as “land sharks.”

In the early days (now remote, those of the present displaying higher and invulnerable
cultural standards) “such a system of knavery” (as that shown by the history of banking in
the western states) “could only be developed in a country where avarice and credulity are
permanent features of character.5
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It is quite different now. All this is charge, thanks to luncheon clubs in infinite variety and to
vigilant Boards of Commerce.

Previous to the adoption of the eighteenth amendment, happily not since, such an episode
as the following related by Henry O. Severance in “The Folk of Our Town,” Michigan
History Magazine, occasionally distressed local society.

“Joe said, ‘There is liquor on his breath.’
“Jim: ‘Frozen to death.’

“The doctor and the neighbors worked over Henry for two hours but he passed away
without regaining consciousness. We learned the story later.

“The night before, Henry had driven to Novi, four miles away ... There was snow in the air
and a strong wind blowing, which increased in the night to a terrific gale, sweeping the mile
of lake ice clean, and piling it up on the shore, covering the road from five to ten feet deep
in sections.

“Henry didn't come home. His wife ... gave the alarm. The neighbors went in search and
found him frozen stiff in a snow bank a mile from town. That was the end.”

Mr. Severance has also given us a picture of the doctor in “The Folk of Our Town.”:

“There were interesting people west of the ‘Town pump’ also. Next to Gage's store was
the old Doctor's home—magnificent home—none better in our town. The big white house
had two large evergreen trees in front of it. A stylish white picket fence kept the boys off
the front yard. A little gate on hinges with a self latch let the Doctor in and out. A board
sidewalk, the only one in town, was in front of the Doctor's place.

“Doctor Hoyt was well known in our town and in all the countryside. Had he no been in our
homes in sickness, and had he not assisted in bringing into the world most of the boys and
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girls in our town, and had not he helped to ease the passage out of the world of many who
had gone? The very sight of him brought courage to sinking hearts. He was a tall courtly
man of fine physique, always clean shaven, and wrote large spectacles, with darkened
lenses. A broad rimmed high crown felt hat, and a cane to assist him in keeping the path
on morning and afternoon walks, completed his equipage. He was nearly blind at this time.
The boys were often amused to see him walking erect feeling his way with the cane and
saying 14 ‘Good morning,” ‘How are you this morning?’ to a stray cow that chanced to
cross his path. He was interested in boys and girls, and encouraged them to make the
best of themselves. He was especially interested in the butcher's fourth son, who joined
the Baptist Church when he was ten years of age, and was nicknamed the “little deacon.”
The Doctor said: ‘That boy will make something of himself. He will be a minister.’

“Though the Doctor had finally to give up his practice, he did not lose interest in his former
patients. I've seen him riding often with the young Doctor who was making his daily

visits. His counsel and advice were freely given. His daughter, Carrie, married the young
Doctor; Lute was unmarried and was a great help in the home, the Sunday school, and
church; one son was a doctor in Detroit; Jim, the other son, was a prosperous farmer in
the community. The Doctor's second wife was a charming woman and a great comfort to
him in his declining years. His doses were generous and bitter; no sugar coated pills from
him.”

Medical Satire

An editoriall0 in the ‘Journal of the American Medical Association discussing Medical
Satire refers to the unfavorable pictures of the physician drawn by Moliére, Shakespeare,
and Jonathan Swift. It is, however, a far cry from caustic reflections to amiable caricaturing
such as that of “Doc” Alton by Clarence Budington Kelland in Liberty of Dec. 15, 1928. Mr.
Kelland pays him and “our doctors” in “My Home Town” a deserved tribute:
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“Our doctors! There was Doc Allen, who is in some measure responsible for my safe
arrival, and who, before his departure, had seen to the auspicious coming of more than
two thousand babies without ever having lost a mother. That was Doc's record—that
and his willingness to hitch the old horse to the mud-spattered buggy at any time of day
or night and drive any distance and stay for any necessary length of time. As men are
measured, Doc was a great man.

“And there was Doc Alton, who used to wear a plug hat and go in his shirt sleeves, but
was as good a man and as welcome in a sick room a if he had affected a swallowtalil.
Automobiles were unknown then, and doctoring was doctoring. And being paid for it was
being paid for it.

“You could get more real doctoring in Portland in that day for a five-dollar bill than you
can get in New York for a hundred—and the doctor was vitally and personally interested
in your case because, as | say, he was generally the person who extended you your first
welcome.”

| knew Bob Alton (R. W.) of Portland well. We were boys together in Lansing. We have
thrilled audiences with singing “In Good Old Colony Times” at High School exhibitions,
have occupied the same bed, boarded at the same students’ club and participated
together in drivers and sundry pranks, the enumeration of which would be quite
inexpedient in this ultra-abstemious age. I've consulted with him ad played pedro with

him in Portland and | know of both his goings out and comings in, in the “topper.” Indeed,
Howard Longyear, who was also his schoolboy acquaintance and friend, discovered him
once upon a time in the early morning in his detached office-bungalow clad in a long night-
shirt, wearing his plug hat and manipulating a feather duster.

15

“Bob” never sought publicity but here he receives it in confluent form while others of us
greedy of the spotlight must fortify our souls with resignation.
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It required no small courage to wear that top hat not only “in the summer time and in the
round her neck

month of May” but at all seasons. The girl who “wore the yaller ribbon
was conventional in comparison.

Courtesy Liberty, New York. Doc Alton and His Plug Hat

Robert's tall hat which he could wear without disturbing a hair of his bald head and
Carsten's perennial peripatetics in boots deserve a place in history.

Among the colonists in Zeeland, Ottawa County, in 1847 was “only one doctor, J. S. M. C.
Van Nus.” This single reference to him comprises all that is revealed in “Early Settlement
of Holland.”14

He seems to have been completely overshadowed by Dr. Van Raalte, who baptized
children “in the open air in front of his house.”14

The services rendered by Rev. Dr. Van Raalte as physician in those 16 dark days when
“sickness among men was fearful and the death rate became alarming” are “among the
noble deeds clustering around his career as a leader.”

It will be best to permit Dr. Van Raalte to “describe it in his own words,” as the local
historian suggest. “The difficulties to contend with were many, still singing of psalm in the
huts and under the bushes was something inexplicable to the superficial beholder: with
many there was a faith in God and a consciousness of a noble purpose.

“In the latter part of that first summer our trials reached their climax for the whole colony
became one bed of sickness and many died through the want of comfortable dwelling

and well prepared and suitable food. Physicians were summoned from abroad and paid
out of the Colony funds. The condition was heart-rending and discouraging and required

in opposition to man's sensitive nature, a painful sternness. Never was | nearer to the
point ] of despair that when | entered those crowded huts and saw the constant mingling of
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household duties amid sickness and death, and dressing of corpses in those huts where
each family was forced to accommodate itself to a limited space of a few square feet.”

“A strange climate, a malarious atmosphere, undrained marshes” and “quacks coming
from the outside palming themselves off for doctors, throwing upon the hands of the few
able-bodied an army of convalescents with poisoned systems, aching bones and rattling
teeth” are alleged causes of the “alarming death rate.”

In such a vicissitudinous condition it would seem to be but natural to summon the local
physician, but there is no indication that he had any part in removing that “increase of
despairing indifference in that hour of sore affliction.” Apparently to request his services
was regarded for some reason inexpedient. He of the four initials was ignored but “God
granted a change, the sick were restored to health.”

And now for serious appreciation and gratifying testimony of the physician's life and work.
In reviewing for the U. P. C. News Service2 a biography of “The Beloved Physician, Sir
James Mackenzie,” William Lyon Phelps writes as follows:

“One of the best examples | ever knew—and how Doctor Mackenzie would have loved
him!—was the late Dr. W. J. Herrington, of Huron County, Michigan. Canadian by birth,
taking his medical degree at the University of Michigan, he went to a tiny village on Lake
Huron called Grindstone City. For year after year he hitched up in the early morning and
drove through sandy roads in summer and snow drifts in winter to his patients, a daily
circuit of many miles. He was the ideal general practitioner. Her had to know and deal with
all kinds of cases; he could not call in counselors but had rely on himself. He dealt with
children’s diseases, with maladies like diphtheria and pneumonia, and he had also to be a
surgeon. Alone, in humble cottages, in a bad light, and with no appliances, he performed
major and minor operations.

“Finally, when, owing to the benefaction of a public-spirited man, a hospital was erected in
the county town, Dr. Herrington moved thither and opened an office. His immense success
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in office and hospital practice had been prepared by these visits over the countryside. On
the occasion when he was able to go to Europe, he took no holiday, but spent all his time
in the hospitals, and he took in and read the medical journals. That man had a knowledge
of disease and a skill in curing it that could have been obtained only in one way.

“Though our times are the times of specialists, let us never speak slightingly of the 17
good old family doctor, who combined a knowledge of symptoms with a knowledge of
human nature. Every general practitioner who reads ‘The Beloved Physician’ will feel like
cheering.

Dr. Herrington (1859-1920), of whom Professor Phelps has so appreciatively and
pleasingly written, died from pneumonia after a brief illness.

Medical Immortals

Of the medical Immortals who had to do with stamping out yellow ever in Cuba, Panama,
and elsewhere—Gorgas, Wood, Sternberg, Reed, Carroll, Lazear, Agramonte, Finlay—
and of the war against disease in general the veteran and accomplished journalist, Mark
Sullivan, in Our Times under the caption “A Modern Warrior”t writes:

T Courtesy of Charles Scribner's Sons, publishers.

“The history of this quarter century in America if written according to the model of older
histories (that is, with emphasis on wars and military leaders) would begin by saying

that about the opening of the twentieth century the nation was beset and infested by
certain enemies which continually made upon it. They were of a peculiar malevolence
and persistence, more ruthless and dreaded than savages, and more successful in their
assaults. They poisoned water and food, they launched their attacks through the invisible
air, they recognized no laws of war or of humanity. It was impossible ever to have a
truce with them: there was no such thing as compromise, or any kind of agreement or
understanding. Some kept up their assault continuously, some renewed their attacks
each year at fixed seasons, others at longer intervals. Some maintained at all times a
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foothold on our soil, were never completely dislodged; some went into furtive hiding-places
to restore their strength and return to their attacks renewed in multitudes and malignity.
Some of the most implacable had their stronghold just outside our borders, whence they
invaded our shores with a deadliness that at times threw large American cities and great
sections of the country into panic and flight. Flight was the sole escape, and that an
uncertain one. Courage could only express itself in resignation. Acceptance of death from
these enemies as something inevitable became a part of the national philosophy. They
pursued methods of warfare so surely fatal, had weapons and arts of preparation and
assaults so secret ingenious, that the people had no effective methods of defense, indeed
practically no defense. The enemies took a toll of death so large as to have an appalling
effect on the population; some with a malevolence like Herod directed their attacks against
the very young and destroyed a terrifying proportion of the infants and children.

“These wars and invasions would form the principal substance of a history based on the
old models: and such a history would recite, as a heroic climax, that beginning about
1900 there arose among the people thus beset certain leaders extraordinary will skilled

in strategy, men of a persistence equal to the enemies’ own who invented and developed
new means of defense. They gave their lives to study of th methods and equipment of
the attackers, discovered facts never before known about the life of the enemies and their
vulnerable points, and then, by infinitely painstaking experiments, built up ways not only
of successful defense, but actually means to carry war into the enemies’ territory; with the
result that some were extirpated utterly from the face of the earth, and others so crippled
that they ceased to be a menace.

“All this such a history would recite and add that the people of the nation, in gratitude,
set up monuments to the leaders of this successful war exalted them above rulers and
statesmen, and honored them as Vienna honored Sobieski, and Rome, Scipio Africanus.”

“There are men and classes of men who stand above the common herd, the soldier, the
sailor, the shepherd not infrequently; the artist rarely; the physician almost as a rule. He is
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the flower of our civilization, and when the stage of man is done and only to be marvelled
at in history, he will be thought to have shared as little as any in the defects of the period
and most nobly exhibited virtues of the race. Generosity he has, such as is possible to
those that practice an art, never to those who drive a trade. Discretion 18 tested by a
hundred secrets, tact tried in a thousand embarrassments, and, what are more important.
Herculean cheerfulness and courage.”

T  Robert Louis Stevenson.
Marshall's “Recollections” t

T From “Recollections of Thomas R. Marshall,” copyright 1925. Used by special
permission of the publishers. The Bobbs-Merrill Company.

One would seek in vain for a more gracious tribute to the “country doctor” than that paid
by the late Thomas R. Marshall, whose father was a physician. In his “Recollections “ he
writes:

“Balzac has written an interesting story around the life of a county doctor. Other efforts
of like character have been made. And yet, | doubt if it be possible for the pen of man
really to embalm in words the trials and incidents of such a life. Indeed, it would be almost
a useless task to undertake the writing of it, for it is not worth while for one to read that
which he can not visualize with some of his own personal eyesight. The state of Indiana
has produced a long and illustrious line of men skilled in the art of statecraft. These have
done mighty things in the name of democracy. Her poets have sung immortal songs.

Her lawyers have ranked high in the annals of American jurisprudence. Her sons and
daughters who have been interested in human welfare have striven mightily for the
betterment of social conditions, and have achieved. Her men of business have been
enterprising, forceful and successful. He scientists have penetrated the hidden mysteries
of nature. And yet | think, if service is to be the true mark of greatness in a people, all
these other wonders of a wondrous age and state must pale into insignificance beside
the service and sacrifice of the country. Who now remembers the conditions under which
he sought to minister to minds and bodies diseased? Who now, by any stretch of the
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imagination, can bring to view the awful roads, the inhospitable houses that were called
homes, the lack of furnaces, bathrooms, hot water, electricity, gas; mud everywhere,
cracks in the houses everywhere; children waking in the morning with their blankets
covered with snow; huge fireplaces, where you roasted on one side and froze on the
other? And add to it all a malarial climate. Chills and fever—fever and chills. Day in and
day out, night in and night out, storm and sunshine, the country doctor went his rounds.

There is a good deal in this heredity business, | assume, but there is a good deal in
environment. | might be a Democrat because my father was one, and that would have
been a good enough reason. He was patriotic and conscientious, and that would have
been justification for me. But | have often thought that environment had something to do
with making me a member of the Democratic party. There are some things wer are trying
to do that we shall never succeed in doing by political methods. We can not change the
hearts of men by political theories. No dogma of democracy can make our of an egotist a
humble man. Whether by heredity or environment, men unconsciously arrive at a state of
democracy or a state of autocracy. In the little country town where we lived everybody had
the ague. We had one man of domineering character and predatory wealth. He owned his
own home and he must have had two thousand dollars on interest. This man felt himself
better than the rest of us, and so when the long summer came around and malaria seized
us all in its fatal grasp this man had what was known as third day ague; that is he shook
with chills every third day. He was an aristocrat. The rest of us shook every other day. We
were democrats. Such a environment as this, regardless of my father's political views,
would have necessarily made me a member of the Democratic party.

“Ours was no different from the average home in that community. | shall not soon forget
how the days began. First, we had a long Presbyterian prayer, that began in Indiana and
ended in China. That was as far east as we had geographic knowledge. Then we had

a teaspoonful of quinine and then we had breakfast. The years have gone by; prayer
and quinine have disappeared but, thank God, we have breakfast. | remember how my
growing mentality reasoned about this question of disease. So far as a | knew, nobody
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died save from the effects of malaria. It was natural, | think, for me to conclude that if in
some way we could get rid of the malaria nobody would ever die. The particularly good
would perhaps he transported to heaven in a chariot, and those who were not so good
would just dry up and blow away.

“Well, we ditched and we drained, and we passed our sanitary and health laws, and

we began to get better homes and more comforts and conveniences, and the ague
disappeared. but just as the country doctor disappeared from the sense of active life in
Indiana the newstyle physician discovered that the human race and been improperly
made; that when man was completed , just for the purpose of annoying him, they added
to him and appendix, and 19 straightway an era of cutting began. We have been cutting
them out and cutting them out ever since. Some people are vain enough to imagine that
when the last appendix shall have disappeared out of the book of human life humanity
will be healthful. But | am an agnostic. | venture to guess that when the appendices have
disappeared the doctors will find something wrong with the table of contents.

“The old-fashioned country doctor had an idea that it was his business, in so far as he
could with colonel, quinine and Dover's powder, to minister to the ills of humankind. He
assumed that when need called it was his business to answer. It was never too late at
night, not too stormy, for him to go, and it made but slight difference whether he ever
received any compensation for it or not. In our country home we had a hotel annexed to
the house. The table was never spread for less than twelve. It took a cook, a maid and
my mother, as general manager, to feed my father's patients. They always arrived in a
drove about eleven-thirty A. M., and after having twenty-five cents’ worth of quinine pills
charged they would come in and eat a dollar's worth of food. Indeed, | have never been
able to figure it out how my father succeeded in running his establishment, but some
way he did. During the War between the States no soldier's family was ever charged a
cent for services, and the widow of a Union soldier never paid a penny. If my father had
only known that the Supreme Court of Indiana would decide that a doctor was under no
obligations to attend a patient who had not the money to pay, he could have accumulated
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enough money and left it to me so that at the opportune time | could not only have bought
Teapot Dome, but the teapot also. But his early education was neglected. He did not
have sense enough to know that his was a money-making business, and that all he was
expected to do was to dole out so many prescriptions for so many dollars. Yet | am of the
third generation, all with a like history; all children of Israel, wandering in the wilderness
toward the promised land; all people gathering manna for a day; all seeing it spoil if they
gather more than they can use.

“These old country doctors were not only inquisitive, but they were ingenious. If a man
broke a leg they took a couple of shingles, reduced the fracture, tied the shingles on
each side, put his foot up in bed, stringing an iron on a rope to keep his leg pulled out
straight. If they found a child suffering from diphtheria they had no hesitancy in slashing
into the throat, opening the wind pipe, keeping it open with a couple of fish hooks if
there was nothing better to be found. They were the forerunners, too, of these splendid
scientific doctors of today. | well remember, as a boy, looking through a microscope into
the abdomen of a dead man and seeing all sorts of squirming worms. My father wrote to
inquire whether anybody knew what it was. It was said that the man had eaten raw pork
a few days before his death. In the same medical journal in which his inquiry appeared,
appeared also the discovery of trichinosis. An epidemic of typhoid fever was traced to one
dairy by the process of eliminating every article of food used until all of the cases were
shown to have received milk from this one dairy.

“Each age for itself, and each man for his age. | would not go back to the old times. |
recognize the accuracy of the scientific investigation of the present time; | am asking for
no more country doctors; but | have taken off my hat in grateful love and veneration for
that innumerable company which helped to bring Indiana out of its primeval into its cultural
state. And yet, there is just one regret. It is the regret that with the country doctor has

also disappeared the old family physician—the man who knew your peculiarities, your
idiosyncrasies and your life. He was as much bound up in your destiny as your minister or
your lawyer. He was adviser, counselor, friend. If | could rehabilitate him, put him in every
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community in America, get him to be my friend, | could be elected to any office within the
gift of the people. It is nothing against science; nothing against these specialists; nothing
against their accuracy, and it is not regret over the fees that we pay, but | do sometimes
long to have an old family doctor that could really find our what is the matter with me
without passing me down the line of from fifteen to twenty experts that know about an inch
of the human anatomy, and know no more.”

“War marks with a blare of trumpets the gallant act and decorates with emblems of a
nation's esteem the hero who risks his life for his country. The physician who saves life
receives no such reward, but he is usually content with the gratitude of the patient and

the consciousness of a duty well performed. Yet in war as in peace, the doctor is an ever
essential factor and risks his life in the camp, on the battlefield and in the hospitals of pain.
He is a comforter of the sick and afflicted, as well as the hope of the hearts of the families
of the sufferer, and if his fame is less pretentious it is none the less appreciated.”

20

“We find in the opening years of this twentieth century no more honored profession than
that of medicine...”

The foregoing quotations are from the admirable account of “The Medical Profession”
contained in the History of Bay County compiled by Captain Augustus H. Gansser.

Other extracts therefrom appear in various chapters herein. It is regrettable that they must
be extracts merely. The entire compilation is most readable and would prove interesting to
any student of the medical history of Michigan.

A hearty and gratifying appreciation of the physician comes from the pen of George
Matthew Adams, Ph.B. It was published October 1, 1928, under the caption “Others They
Save,” and is reproduced through courtesy of the Detroit Free Press.
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“How we would smile should be doctors get together and strike for an eight hour day! but,
don't worry—they won't.

“Others they save—themselves they will not save. Day in and day our, as well as night in
and night out, they serve; they go here and there, regardless of the time of day or the hour
of the night—regardless of whether they are to be paid or not.

“Theirs is a sacred profession—to themselves at least.

“I know one doctor, who happens to be a friend of mine, who performed a difficult and
most serious operation for the wife of a noted man who could well afford to pay a good
sum. My friend was successful in that operation and brought back to health two other
members of the same family. That was something like two years ago. In payment, he has
received just $50.00 to date! And this same doctor, who is noted surgeon and greatly
skilled, devotes two days a week to a hospital where his services are rendered free.

“But my friend never has time to rest. He must keep saving others—himself he will not
save.

“It matters not to the patient whether the doctor is tired, ill, at his bath, in bed, or stealing a
little pleasure for himself—he must ‘come at once.” And he does come—rain or shine. He
gives his skill and encouragement. His motto—always—is to save, to save.

“At this moment there are noted men in this profession, whose spare time is constantly
being given over to more research and study, and whose strength is being drawn upon in
laboratories all over the world, that they many learn of new discoveries to make life longer,
safer, and happier.

“But you hear so little of these heroes. They ask so little in return. They think only of
saving. They are thinking of you and of me—not of themselves.”
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In giving his consent to the publication of the above, its erudite author graciously writers
that he is particular that “the newspaper gets the proper credit” and adds “to go ahead
and use the talk and | hope it will show many a physician the appreciation of at least one
human being who has a very high regard for their noble calling.”

Dr. William Mottram was President of Kalamazoo Village in 1871. After him “came Drs.
Foster Pratt and Home Hitchcock in 1856 and then in the late years of the Civil War came
Drs. Fiske, Southard and Porter.

“Drs. Stillwell, Henry U. Upjohn and his sister, Mrs. Helen M. Upjohn Kirkland, J. M. Snook,
H. H. Schaberg, O. B. Ranney, A. Hochstein, Mrs. M. L. Towsley and Morris Gibbs, and J.
N. Ayres.

“This brings us down to the days and the doctors you can all remember those who have
passed on and those who are still with us.

“With no hospitals and no trained nurses, these doctors back seventy-five and more years
ago were greatly handicapped. Comparatively few operations 21 were performed but
when one became necessary it had to be done in the home and whatever nursing care the
patient received was given by members of the household and friendly neighbors.

“The doctor of today works hard, no question about that; he is called out at all hours of the
night, he is deprived of rest and sleep and the busy doctor sees his family so infrequently
that when he is at home his small children look upon him as a stranger.

“This being true, and it is, the Kalamazoo city doctor is relieved from making the long
country drives that fell to the lot of the Kalamazoo village doctor.

“As late as the year 1875 Dr. Southard told us that one their cold winter night there was
a loud knocking at his door about 12 o'clock and as he answered it a man said, ‘The wife
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of the man | work for is awful sick, | guess she's going to die and he sent me down to get
you.’

“The doctor hurriedly dressed and they started on an eight mile drive, over roads that due
to drifts were almost impassable. Twice during the trip the sleigh turned and dumped them
out and it was nearly four o'clock in the morning when, nearly frozen, they arrived at their
destination.

“When they went inside, the husband said, ‘Well, you've been so long coming, my wife's
better now and of course | can't pay you for the visit, because she's pulling through without
any medicine.””16

Under the caption “Physicians Aid Thousands Without Thought of Reward” the Detroit
Free Press published the following article, July 8, 1929:

“The philanthropic and humanitarian doctor, to whose professional services, given without
thought of reward,” thousands of men and women in Detroit ‘owe their very existence,’ is
pointed out as a public benefactor in a current issue of Community Fund News, monthly
publication of the Detroit Community Fund, 51 West Warren Avenue.

“Doctors ,’ the publication says, ‘not only assist in the financial support of our charitable
institutions, but also give literally of their time and skill in the service of the destitute sick.

“In all the hospitals of the Detroit area and in more than a score of clinics, physicians
and surgeons of high standing are constantly treating patients whose meager incomes
will not permit them to employ a doctor. Thousands of men and women are at work in
Detroit today who owe their very existence to professional services given without thought
of reward. They represent in part the medical profession's contribution to humanity.’

“During 1928, the article points out, a total of 2,122 patients were hospitalized from the
out-patient department of just one of Detroit larger hospitals, 759 others being admitted
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and treated as staff patients for periods varying from a few days to several months. Many
of these were surgical cases, requiring operations, costing an average of $78 each. In
many instances the hospital bill was paid from special charity funds, but the attending
doctor made no charge.

“A study of one week'’s activities at the Children's hospital showed that 50 doctors gave
113 hours and 45 minutes in free visits to these young patients. Last year there were
3,277 registered visits by doctors in the out-patient department, and 4,639 in the hospital
proper, practically all without charge, for private cases constitute a small minority.

“In the annals of medicine there are few finer examples of self-sacrificing service than

is afforded by the career of the late Dr. Daniel Laferte, who established the orthopedic
department of the Children's hospital. “For 34 years,” to quote from the resolution
adopted by the trustees at the time of his death in 1924, “he gave himself without stint or
reservation to the cure and rehabilitation of little crippled children.

“The patients of Dr. Laferte are widely scattered today. Some are performing important
work in the world. They were too young, many of them, to remember the kindly, gray-
haired doctor who paused at their bedside to pinch a wan cheek or examine a bandaged
limb. They may never know that to man's skill, so unselfishly given, they owe their present
happiness in a large measure.

“To properly evaluate the services given by the physicians of Detroit in the name of 22
charity would entail months of research. Even then the record would not be complete, for
every doctor has his own private benefactions, known only to himself and his patient. For
example, the free work of one local practitioner, a man of national reputation, is more than
30 per cent of his total practice, according to his friends. It is difficult to estimate in terms of
money the value of such a contribution.”

Mr. Karl W. Detzer's delightful article in the North American Review for April, 1929,
entitled “They shall not pass,” has placed the entire Michigan profession under obligation.
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Reciting case after case in which “the country doctor carries on” successfully albeit with
numerous handicaps he exalts him thus:

T Reproduced by courtesy of the Editors of the North American Review.

“Yes, they are self-reliant, and they are versatile, these medicos of the open spaces.

“They believe, with a childish credulity, that self-sacrifice is essential to their trade, that a
ten-mile trek at four in the morning and five below zero to a dead-beat's house, if someone
in the house needs a doctor, is an unquestionable duty. With rustic simplicity | have heard
them contend that a crop failure is not merely an excuse to escape honest debts; it's only
the doctor's hard luck.

“They hold to the same code of pioneer ethics that actuated the old-fashioned practitioner.
In spite of his scientific training and his city interneship, isolation has made our Michigan
family doctor as self-reliant and as versatile as the rural medico of fifty years ago. He has
lost none of those splendid and inspiring qualities that marked his predecessor as the
staunchest citizen of his community.”

The accomplished and discriminating Agnes Repplier has contributed to the April, 1929,
Atlantic Monthly ¥ an exceedingly interesting, critical and historic article on “The Public
Looks at Pills.” In it she writes:

T Reproduced by courtesy of The Atlantic Monthly.

“One quality has never been lacking in the long, noble, humorous annals of medicine, and
it is the basic quality on which depends the worth of life—courage. The esprit de corps
which is unpopular on the same principle that nationalism is unpopular, has served as

a fortress against fear. The heroism of the doctor who gives his life in searching for and
experimenting with microbes, is like the heroism of the explorer, the aviator, the sailor, the
soldier who all go out with high hearts to meet their duty and their death. The heroism of
the doctor who gives his life in tending the pestilence-stricken is something too holy for
commendation. Not for him the overmastering curiosity of the scientist and investigator.
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Not for him the supreme joy and lasting honors of discovery. Only a sombre pathway to
death and often to oblivion.”

In discussing the subject of “The Physician as a Character in Fiction,” in the American
Journal of Insanity, 1906, the writer of this chapter expressed the opinion that “On the
whole the lay novelist has treated the doctor fairly,” but that the story faithful and just to
that branch of the profession in which he was then chiefly interested “is yet to be written.”

That lack is still in existence. There is opportunity for some careful writer to neutralize the
doubtless still lingering impressions derived from the Charles Reades of long ago.

“Some topics overlooked in the preparation of the Chapter on Medicine and Surgery can
be but briefly treated here.”8

The above apologia, if such it may be called, precedes the following memoranda in the
History of Grand Rapids, abbreviated for these pages.

“Dr. Charles Shepard was probably the first in Grand Rapids to open a shop for the sale of
the cure-alls and kill-alls popularly called medicines.”

Shades of Shepard pardon the History Committee!
23

“Early in the village days of Grand Rapids the botanic practitioner of medicine appeared
here. Among early settlers were some who depended more upon their own judgment in
the use of herbs, roots and barks, in the treatment of both acute and chronic diseases,
than upon the aid of the school-graduated physician.”

Dr. Bliss Sexton “was a physician of the Thomsonian botanic school and practiced here
several years with good success.”
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Dr. Elmer Woodward “came here [Grand Rapids] in 1861 and practiced until his death,
which occurred August 15, 1882. He was a man of but little education in the schools, but
had a fondness for mineralogical and natural history study...”

“Moses Robens posed as an ‘Indian doctor’ for some years at the foot of Monroe street,
and obtained considerable practice.”

“Nathaniel G. Smith on Canal street has had a busy practice as a botanic doctor for
several years.”

“In 1849 Dr. H. T. Seeley ... established a water-cure hospital ... acquiring considerable
practice...” “Specialists of the Water-Cure School have not been numerous in this city.”

“Nearly all the time since about 1860, a few, mostly women, professing to be clairvoyant
physicians or ‘healers’ ... have plied their vocation in this city and in some cases have
secured much custom. Prominent among these was Mrs. Mary J. Squiers.”

“Dr. J. C. Kennedy in 1889 established at the corner of Bridge and Canal streets an office
or hospital for what he names ‘The New Method Cure—by Electro-Ozone and Electro-
chemical Machinery.’ His electric machinery for generating and administering ozone is
intricate and novel.”

“Whether or not in this part of Michigan the proportion of cures to failures by these
‘irregulars’ has been less or greater than by those of the other or drug schools is
problematical, in the absence of authentic vital statistics.”

The above afterclap to the articles of Drs. Schuyler Graves and Samuel G. Milner is
anonymous. The profession has not always been able to get itself understood.

In responding to a toast at a banquet given by the faculty and alumni of the Detroit Medical
College February 29, 1884, Henry M. Cheever, Esq., of Detroit, spoke most graciously.11
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He said, “I have often thought when traveling and stopping at a strange hotel at night, what
a dreadful thing it would be to be taken sick and no doctor there. ... If he is a conscientious
worker, even the drudgery of life will become divine. As quaint George Herbert said, “A
servant with this clauseMakes drudgery divineWho sweeps a room, as for thy lawsMakes
that, and th’ action fine.”

“His labors are in the home, and this beautifies, nay, sanctifies them. .. What is this home?
Is the object of man's labor, the altar of his love. .. He enters upon that home circle, and
upon what a mission! Of all persons 24 the family physician enters the holy of holies of the
home, like a great high priest of nature.

“He comes often when the horizon of life is touching the dim unknown, and hearts are
lightened at his coming.

“He should be wise without pedantry, prudent without weakness, gentle without timidity.
He should be true and sympathetic, ministering from pure motives. His duties may be
onerous, monotonous, even wearisome.”

By and large—in the composite estimate, so to speak, the guild has not fared badly. And
if you doubt it consult Irvin S. Cobb's “Speaking of Operations.” Quotation would be made
from this if one knew where to begin, what to select, or where to leave off.

Montaigne writes (not directly of doctors, although he didn't like them):
“He cannot be good since he is not bad to the wicked.”

The crux of the situation seems to be, how is the doctor estimated by this large and
growing contingent of his fellow citizens?

But pause and page the naturalist!

Just here this warning seems expedient, if it be that—"
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In other words, brethren, as much as it hurts, we are suckers—Catostomus
Commersoni.”t

T Editorial. Journal of the Michigan State Medical Society, August, 1921.

In any event, there is a crumb of comfort in the reflection:
“Blessed are the Meek.”
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Chapter IIThe American IndianHis Mentality, Manners, Moralsand Medicine

"My father? The sun is my father, theearth is my mother, and on her bosom Iwill recline.”—
Tecumseh.

"I stand in the path.” —Pontiac (1763)In other words”lls ne passeront pas.”—Joffre (1916)
27

CHAPTER IIThe American IndianHis Mentality, Manners, Morals and MedicineBy C.
B. Burr, M.D., Flint, Michigan

Thereis a ridge of yellow sand—no! there was a ridge of yellow sand in Springwells,
extending from near Fort Wayne to a point where the river Rouge makes its first turn in the
district called Delray. The ridge has disappeared; and its site is built up with the habitations
of men and the shops of manufacturers. But a few years ago it was visible, covered with a
second growth of oaks, an interesting feature of the landscape.

“Mr. J. H. Carstens, father of Dr. Carstens, dug into this ridge of sand at the rear of his
property to set up against the bank targets for sharpshooters to fire at. In making the
excavation he came upon several human skeletons. They had been buried in sitting
postures. Beside, each skeleton was an earthenware vessel, decorated with incised
bands, and round of bottom. In this round bottom, mingled with earth, each vessel had a
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brownish substance impossible to define; and upright in the vessel a needle of copper,
nine inches or more in length. | call it a needle or an awl; it was pointed at one end and
squared—the rest of it—like the steel rib of an umbrella.

“That is all, except that the skulls possessed peculiarities and were given by Dr. Carstens
to Harvard University, where they are treasured as evidences of a race distinct. That is alll,
except the needles of copper. They came from Lake Superior, probably from Isle Royale.
The copper needle apparently was indispensable to the dead as well as to the living. In
that belief the copper accompanied the corpse to the grave. We trace its origin; the origin
of the man—his history, his destiny—is lost in the mists of forgotten time.

“With this material evidence we hit dimly on vestiges of that race—shall we say of mound
builders? And we know they perished before Columbus began is voyages, or the new
world was dreamed of by the people of the old.”17 (Joseph Greusel.)

“At the old quarry, at the head of the island [Grosse Isle], the stone was dug for the first
arsenal at Dearborn, and was transported by means of ‘La Belle Riviere,” we now known
as the ‘Thoroughfare.” An old fort, below Dr. E. L. Shurly's present home, was a favorite
and profitable trading post, where the Indians bartered skin for calico, thread, needles,
axes, tomahawks and blankets.”17 (Gertrude Rogers O'Brien.)

A medical history of Michigan would lack an important feature if 28 failing to contain a
study, however inadequate, of Indian medicine; also of the manners and mentality of the
North American red races, the latter subjected being closely related to medicine in its
broader aspects. Such history should include reference to widely distributed tribes not
directly associated with this State—this for two principal reasons:

First.—Indians were in earlier times even more nomadic than the automobile tourists of
today; the geographical location of tribes varied with seasonal conditions, strength of
numbers, the possibilities of succesful warfare and of satisfying food requirements.
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Second.—In their habits of thinking and acting, in their customs, ceremonials and
superstitions, in their symbolism and at times in language, distinctly separated tribes bore
close resemblance one with another.

As bearing upon the latter statement, certain rites and ceremonies of the Ojibway Indians
recounted farther on may well have been followed by the Chippewas, a tribe of the same
origin and language. At the time these ceremonies were taking place, the Ojibway Indians
were apparently located in Canada north of Dakota. According to Catlin14 “the Ojibbeways
are undoubtedly a part of the tribe of Chippeways with whom we are more familiarly
acquainted and who inhabit the southwest store of Lake Superior. Their language is the
same, though they are separated several hundred miles from any of them and seem to
have no knowledge of them or traditions of the manner in which or of the time when they
became severed from each other.”t

T There is wide variation in the orthography of Indian names. Inconsistencies herein are
mainly due to attempts to quote writers literally.

William W. Warren in Schoolcraft's “Indian Antiquities” writes, “It is believed by some
eminent men and writers that the Red Race of America are the descendants of the Lost
Tribes of Israel. | mention this belief here to say that | have noted much in the course

of my inquiries that would induce me to fall into the same belief besides the general
reasons that are adduced to prove the fact. | have noted that in all their principal and
oldest traditions and lodge tales twelve brothers are spoken of; they are the sons of Ge-
tub-e, a name nearly similar to Jacob. The oldest of these brothers is called Mujekewis
and the youngest Wa-jeeg-e-wa-kon-ay, named after his coat of fishes skin with which he
resisted the machinations of evil spirits. He was beloved of his father and the Great Spirit;
the wisest and most powerful of the twelve brothers.”13

“The ‘Medicine Lodge’ of the Indian may be compared to the place of worship or
tabernacle of the Jews: and the sacrifices, offerings, purifications, ablutions and anointings
may be all found amongst and practiced by those people. The customs of Indian women
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at certain periods and after child-bearing are almost those of the Jewish women. They
have to undergo a probation ... during this probation they are considered unclean.”13
(Schoolcratft.)

Mr. A. D. P. Van Buren, whose delightful contributions fill so many pages of “Michigan
Pioneer and Historical Collections,” has written “The 29 Indians that formerly occupied
Michigan were of the Algonquin family. The larger branch called Ojibways, or Chippewas,
inhabited the northern part of the Peninsula, the Ottawas the region south of them. Since
1800 the Pottawatomies have inhabited the lower part of the Michigan Territory.”

In this connection, the following letter from an erudite friend is of great interest. By the way,
though a lawyer, Mr. Smith is an honorary member of the Genesee County, Michigan,
Medical Society.

Doctor C. B. Burr,Flint, Michigan.
My Dear Doctor:

| am not forgetful of my promise to give you some data as to the medicine of the Huron-
Iroquois Indians. It is my firmly fixed belief that the Saginaw Indians who once occupied
the region where we now have our homes were merely an overflow from the Hurons of
Ontario. | am led to that conviction from study of the artifacts found so numerously in
Genesee County and contiguous counties, as well as more remote ones. And if | am right
in this the medicine of those Indians is of interest in your contemplated history of medicine
in Michigan.

Let me say as preliminary to my discussion of Indian medicine that it is generally not
understood how much misinformation comes to the whites who attempt to learn the
folklore, customs and traditions of the Indians because of a peculiar characteristic of the
Indians little known. | allude to the teachings that the Indian receives from his earliest
childhood that idle curiosity is a vicious thing. That prurient questioning of what does not
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pertain to one's real business is not to be encouraged. Children are taught that such idle
interest in things that don't affect them leads to that most detestable habit, mischief making
(the mischief maker is abhorred among Indians). The result among these Indians, who
have had this dinned into their cars from earliest childhood, is to make them indifferent to
the inquiries of one who comes among them asking what they regard as idle questions.

It is @ common occurrence to refer such an one to some glib tongued, versatile Indian,
who improvises such lore, or other lore as will meet the demands of the inquirer, who goes
away to publish to the world the wonderful tales that he has heard, while the Indians who
have stood around without a smile have a laugh at the expense of the mischief maker.
Parker in his “Exploring Tour beyond the Rocky Mountains,” noticed this propensity and
mentions it in his book. | well know it was common with the Indians of my acquaintance,
who like all Indians were exceedingly fond of humor and given to practical joking, and

this “stringing” of a white man is a favorite one among them. The result is that much that
has become current as Indian tradition of folklore is spurious. | feel that only my own
membership in the Seneca tribe, or nation, as they term themselves, saved me from
similar jokes. But having been adopted many years ago according to the ancient and
sacred rites of the Senecas, my relationship became such that | was spared, | think, such
treatment. But | am digressing. | am to tell of certain of the medical secrets—the Indians
refer to them as such—that to my knowledge prevailed among the Senecas, which as | am
convinced were common to the other branches of the Huron-Iroquois race, and among the
Saginaws of Michigan.

Seneca oil, so called because it was a product of the Seneca country and was first brought
to the attention of white men by being brought to Johnstown by Seneca Indians, was

one of the principal remedies of the Indians. They used it as an unguent for cutaneous
diseases, wounds, et cetera, and my faith in its efficacy is evidenced by the fact that | keep
it in my home and frequently use it for the purposes that the Indians did. This oil was in
great repute among other tribes and it was to be had at Detroit in the earliest period of

its settlement. It came from an oil spring that was of such importance to the Indians that
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when they ceded by treaty their holdings in western New York, they reserved a square
mile surrounding the spring as they desired to retain its oil. Gah-nohs-ga, the place of the
oil, to this day is reserved by them for the use of the Indians, although the production of
petroleum is so extensive; in their vicinity and on parts of the reservation 30 along the
Alleghany River, as to make obsolete the old time custom of gathering the oil by laying
blankets on the surface of the spring until saturated by the oil, and then wringing them

out, making the task a laborious one, and calling for patience in the production of a pint or
so of the product. They also rubbed it upon swollen limbs when the rheumatism afflicted
them, as it did frequently. Bear's oil was used in the same manner for rheumatism, but

for cutaneous diseases nothing was considered as good as Seneca oil. There was, and

| think still is, what my informant, Joseph Jimerson, a great-grandson of Dehewamis, the
white squaw, known to the whites as Mary Jimerson, whose life has been the subject of
numerous biographies, a medicine circle composed of ten Indians of full blood, “raised up”
for the purpose of keeping inviolate the medical secrets of the nation. The requirement that
the members of the circle be of the full blood precluded my informant, Joseph Jimerson,
from membership, as he told me, because he had, through the white squaw, a small
amount of white blood. It was the function of these ten of the medicine circle to keep

the old time remedies that had been handed down from remote antiquity, and to pass
them along to the generations to come. When a member died his place was filled by

one raised up to that position by the franchises of the tribe in council assembled. This is
my recollection, but | may be mistaken. It may be that the survivors of the circle chose

the new member. In any case, the circle was always composed largely of men who had
served for some time and so was a conservative body. They were not given to the medical
mummery, or magic that characterized the medical system of the algonquins whom |
esteem to have been far inferior to the Huron-Iroquois in intellectuality. Whatever of such
ceremonial initiation the secrets of medicine remained among them were survivals, kept up
because of their antiquity, and not because of any belief in the efficacy of such mummery.
| might say that the formula of the Medical Discovery that made a Buffalo doctor many
times a millionaire was secured from some one of this medical circle of the Senecas,
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and to this day they dig in season what they call “stone root,” to send to Buffalo for use
in the making of that remedy, if it may properly be so called. This stone root is known to
the whites as rich weed. Its root becomes very hard when exposed to air and the drying
process, hence its Indian name, stone root.

The Indians were no more advanced generally than a large portion of the whites of today.
Many of them regarded the thunder as of great influence in a sanitary way. That it was a
pestilence averter, was of common belief, and in the stereotyped prayer, that with some
modifications was used in all their various festivals, there was a thank-offering to Ha-wen-
ny-oh, the Master of Life, for his gift of the medicinal herbs with which they cured their
diseases, and to the Thunder which has driven away the pestilence, and has purified the
air.

But the especial feature of medical concepts that prevailed among the Huron-lroquois
was that manifested in their medical cult known as the “A-k'on-wa-rah” or the cult of the
false faces, or as some say, the flying faces. The false face was used among the Huron-
I[roquois in many dances, but as so used it was not a secret emblem, but used openly
and | think by any one who desired to do so. The A-k'on-wa-rah on the other hand was a
secret society, guarding its privileges and its rites and in this came nearer the secret cult
of the Medawin of the Chippewas and other Algonquins than any other medical usage
common to the Huron-Iroquois. | note a gross misconception of the faces of the Iroquois
by Chambers in his story of the “Hidden Children” where he pictures them following as

a promiscuous rabble in a train of a war party of Senecas. That false faces were used in
their dances in accordance with ancient custom, and in the medical cult above named,
would obviously preclude its use as an appanage to a moblike following of a war party. In
fact the most superficial knowledge of Indian character would, or should have taught that a
war party would go unaccompanied by anything like the rabble represented.

The false face of the medicine man, or medicine woman, for a woman was leader
and spokesman for the cult, was representative of the flying face that entered into the
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mythology of the Huron-Iroquois so extensively. These flying faces, or heads, as they were
called were animate things. They were preexistent to the world itself. When Ha-wen-ny-

oh had made the world, or Island which grew into the world, he took a day off and stayed
away for a time. On returning he was walking around looking things over when he noticed
a flying head, perched on a tree and watching the creator of the 31 world. A conversation
followed, in which the flying head asserted proprietorship of the world, and said he was
there before its creation. Ha-wen-ny-oh replied that it was his because he made it. The
flying head was his

Courtesy, Wm. V. Smith, Esq.
Indian Mask

because he was stronger than the creator, and could thus take what he wished. Finally it
was agreed that a test of strength should be had, by each commanding the mountain in
the distance to obey the orders of the respective claimants. So at the challenge of Ha-wen-
ny-oh, the flying head ordered the mountain to approach, and to the astonishment of the
creator, the mountain moved nearer at the order of the head. Ha-wen-ny-oh then ordered
the other mountain to 32 come, and it did as he ordered, and thus he showed his power
over the things he had created.

Each, having made good, arose in the esteem of the other, and so an agreement based
upon this reciprocal recognition of the other one's power, was reached and thus accord
was established. This myth has various versions, differing materially. In one it is said

that at the final test of power, when Ha-wen-ny-oh was to order the mountain to come,

he required the flying head to turn his back to the mountain which he did, but when the
mountain had approached so near he could not restrain his curiosity, and turned suddenly
striking his face against the side of the black mountain, distorting his features, blackening
his face, and so was angry. The flying faces had before this had red cheeks, and regular
features. And it happened that after this those flying heads that retained their ruddy color
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and regular features were benevolently inclined toward mankind, but those with black
faces and distorted features were malevolently inclined toward the man whom Ha-wen-
ny-oh had made. This latter version, evidently was the one favored by the medicine cult,
while the versions in which a dance was instituted by agreement of the two principals
involved in the first quarrel, was evidently the one that gave sanction to dances of the false
faces. However, it came about that the medicine cult grew up, and their ga-go-sa, or false
faces that they wore in their ministrations to the sick were of the regular features and ruddy
color.

As | write this | have before me one of the ancient ga-go-sa, or medicine faces, made of
wood, red in color, and regular in features. One of the few real antiques now in existence.
It was obtained by me from the son of one of the last of the cult of the A-k'on-wa-rah, who
died many years ago on the Alleghany reservation of the Senecas in Western New York.
This relic of the past has doubtless been used to cure the ills of many sick Indians. It has
been donned when the leader, the woman, called its owner to his duties as one of the
initiate of the cult of the flying heads. It has doubtless been utilized to drive malevolent
demons from the stables, or from the corn fields. Some would say witches, but | find no
corresponding concept to our witch belief, among the Indians. Their belief was in demons
who were such by birth and nature, and not humans who had sold their souls to the evil
one. No such disgraceful heritage could come to the Indians as has come to us from our
witch hanging ancestors of Salem.

The exorcising of these injurious demons was a remedial activity of the A-k'on-wa-rah.
There were nine of them in all. Their names were known to all Indians, so that their aid
might be asked in case it was desired. Their treatment was always preceded by a feast
given by the friends of the sick person to the assembled members of the cult. As near as |
could ascertain this was all the remuneration they receive for their services. | leave it to the
medical men to determine the probable effect on the delirious person when he saw the red
faced members of the cult, each with regular features, over the sick-bed. | fancy that the
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result was beneficial to one who had been taught from infancy that such flying heads were
benevolent and only appeared to the Indian to do him a benefit.

The code of ethics of the cult is extant. Mr. David Boyle of Toronto, former Curator of the
Archeological Department under the Minister of Education, of Ontario, made investigations
as to the cult among the Mohawks of Grand River, Ontario. When the membership was

full it was announced to the council as matter of public interest, and especially so that no
unauthorized person might assume the cures only lawfully to be made by the cult itself,
and to prevent anyone from making gain by pretended cures. It would seem that these
are, and were ever recurring questions and problems in medical ethics. The cult is now
extinct among the Senecas, but from Mr. Boyle's report | would infer that it continued much
longer among the Mohawks of the Grand River Reserve near Brantford, Ontario, than it
did among their kindred in New York. It was quite dignified in its ceremonies of initiation, in
this differing widely from those attending the induction into the cult of the Medawin among
the Chippewas. The charge of the Chief to the initiate was as follows: “Brother, listen. Now
you must know that we did not make this custom. The beginning was from Nyoh, He who
made us, who is above the False Faces. A member of the False Faces must go about
among the people in the Spring and Fall to keep them from sickness, and must visit sick
people when called upon at all times. This is all | have to say.” To this the initiate responds
as follows: “I will act according to the ancient customs as advised by the leader of your
society of which | am now a member.” A discipline was imposed 33 upon any member who
was negligent of his obligations as one of the cult.

| find that time limits my further discussion of the materia medica of the Huron-iroquois. |
think the same has been treated by others, so it would be a mere redundance to repeat. |
might say that it was a custom among them to tap other trees than the maple, for securing
medicine, by the same process that they obtained the sugar from the maple. | mention this
as | think it is generally unknown. As to their surgery, | would say it was extremely crude.
Nothing that deserves the title of surgery, now one of the most dignified known, existed
among them. The treatment was generally applications of herbs, and quite commonly the
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application of their famed Seneca oil as an unguent to wounds. Fractures were serious
among them, because their limited knowledge made a complete recovery quite out of the
guestion. This resulted in many crippled men and a few women among them. One Seneca
whom | knew, and who was a man of great influence among them, Andrew John, Jr.,

was so crippled from an unreduced fracture, that he went through his life unable to walk
except with the use of a long pole, or staff, with which he hobbled along. But the condition
a matter of mirth, or ridicule. It was taught that such deformity might have come from some
act of heroism, such as an encounter with a savage animal. In fact in the hunter stage
perhaps the greatest portion had such origin, and none was so impolite as to ever notice
any such disfigurement.

In closing, my dear Doctor, let me say that | have no doubt that these same medical
concepts, and this same cult of the A-k'on-wa-rah, or false faces, flourished in Michigan,
and perhaps where we now live, this cult that traced its origin to the myth of the Flying
Head who talked familiarity with the Master of Life, Ha-wen-ny-oh, exercised their curative
profession among the Saginaw Indians long before the possessors of this part of Michigan,
but who left here in the early part of the seventeenth century for fear of the power of

the Five Nations of New York, and going to Wisconsin came to be known as the Sauks,
Osaukies, Saukies, and Sacs.

Submitted with deepest respect, by your friend William V. Smith (Gar-ay-gar-yo).
“The name of Kitshi Manido is never mentioned but with reverence.”24

“The name of an American Indian is a sacred thing not to be divulged by the owner himself
without due consideration.”24 (Bourke.)

“The names of mothers-in-law are never mentioned and it would be highly improper to
ask for them by name: neither are the names of the dead, at least not for a long period of
time.”24
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The Intellectual Sphere

“There is a widely prevailing belief by no means confined to the ignorant and vulgar that
the savage is preternaturally wise in the secrets of nature; that he is inherently endowed
with faculties whereby a glance suffices to determine the value of any plant growth or
mineral within the domain of his nomadism; and that his pathological information rises
superior to anatomical or physiological considerations, transcending all that has been
wrung from centuries of applied research on the part of civilization. Society is wont ever to
turn a deaf ear to science and evidence when the superstitions that are in some measure
inherent to every member of the human race are called in question: and charlatanism
receives its greatest impulse when founded upon the theologico-scholastic ground

since the clergy have not yet learned that adherence to primitive therapeutics is virtual
abandonment and denial of the claims of Christianity.”

The foregoing was written by Dr. G. Archie Stockwell and published in 34 the Therapeutic
Gazette in April, 1887. How much further advanced has the clergy, meantime, become in
its judgments?

The all too common generalizing from inadequate grounds is justly disparaged by Dr.
Stockwell. It is probably true that romantic writers and publicists have been responsible
for overestimation of Indian traits of character. As in other races the average was in all
probability mediocre, but there is abundant evidence to prove in exceptional instances
intelligence and judgment of a high order. Thus, for example, Carl Schurz, at the time
Secretary of the Interior, has been quoted as declaring that Ouray, a Ute chief, was the
most intellectual man he ever met, which may possibly surprise certain ones who in the
cattle-ranching days on the plains of Colorado (my cow-puncher cronies on Comanche
Creek, for example, if any of them are still living) came in contact with degenerate
remnants of the Ute tribe. There is glowing testimony, however, from other distinguished
men as to the Indians’ mental values.
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Chief Pontiac's discourse as recorded in a “Journal of the Siege of Fort Detriot by the
Confederate Indian Nation acting under Pontiac” (1763) is masterful, is a marvel of
eloquence, and is accessible in Parkman's “History of Pontiac” and in Schoolcraft's “Indian
Antiquities.”

Major Rogers sapiently declared that the exclamation of Pontiac, “I stand in the path,”
made to the commander of a British force in 1763, “is a metaphor denoting imperial sway
in the west worthy of Napoleon in the palmiest days of his wonderful career, of putting his
feet on the necks of the Kings and Emperors of Europe.”13

Similar testimony concerning the Indian's eloquence, imagination, and mental vigor has
been furnished by Charlevoix, De Witt Clinton, Jefferson, Franklin, and others, and it has
been written “we get a sterner view of the effects of civilization on the Indian mind and
institutions in our own days by listening to the harangues of a Tecumseh, a Red Jacket, or
a Thyendenegea (Brant). If there be an intellectual declension in aboriginal character it is
in those tribes who have come immediately in contact with civilization and fallen under the
misconceptions and temptations of mixed society.”13

Dr. M. A. Patterson was long the leading physician in Tecumseh and vicinity, having
continued the practice of his profession for nearly fifty years and until about a year prior

to his decease (in April, 1877). According to Hon. John J. Adam, Dr. Patterson gave the
following account of the naming of the village as told to him by others. “Why not call it
Tecumseh?” “That will not answer. Tecumseh fought with the British and was a British
Indian.” “Thee is mistaken,” quietly answered Friend Musgrove (Evans), “Tecumseh fought
on his own account and for his own people. Tecumseh was Nature's Indian.” “That's a
fact,” exclaimed Wing, “and one of Nature's noblest specimens of a Red Man,” which
remark “decided the question.”5

Tomau, “the strongest man in the nation” (Menomini) and acting in the stead of the
hereditary chief—incapacitated (an idiot)—responded to 35 Tecumseh's urgent request for
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support in his proposed war, “but it is my boast that these hands are unstained with human
blood’24 (Hoffman.) Tomau died at Mackinac in 1817 at the age of 65 “sincerely beloved
alike by Whites and Indians.”

Mr. John D. Hunter published in London in 1823 a book entitled “Memaoirs of a Captivity
among the Indians of North America” which is of interest especially for the personal
contacts with noted Indian characters and the variety of experiences which came to him

in association at one time or another with different tribes, among them the Kickapoo,
Osage, Sioux, Pawnee, Mandan, Kansas, and others in California and on the Columbia
River. Comparing the Kickapoo and Kansas tribes he writes, “The former are treacherous,
deceitful, cunning, not tenacious of a good character, exceedingly remiss in their social
intercourse and are held in humble estimation by the neighboring tribes, while the
character of the latter, according to the estimation | formed of their conduct to me,

is directly the reverse. Of the famous Tecumseh whom he heard speak and whose
exhortation he has attempted to reproduce he declares, “I wish it was in my power to do
justice to the eloquence of this distinguished man: but it is utterly impossible. The richest
colors shaded with a master's pencil would fall infinitely short of the glowing finish of the
original. The occasion and subject were peculiarly adapted to call into action all the powers
of genuine patriotism; and such language, such gestures, and such feelings and fullness
of soul contending for utterance were exhibited by this untutored native of the forest in

the central wilds of America as no audience, | am persuaded, either in ancient or modern
times, ever before witnessed.”

These are impressions, recorded a score or more years later, left upon a boy at that time
a captive and having had no contact with the white race. He was taken prisoner in some
Indian foray when so young as to be without recollection of place, time, or parentage. The
name of Hunter was assumed long afterward and is that of a benefactor (and beneficiary).
He had once warned Hunter of a plan for the extermination of his outfit.
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Of a venerable worn-out warrior named Tshut-che-naw of the Kansas tribe, he writes that
he “would often admonish us for our faults and exhort us never to tell a lie, never steal
except it be from an enemy, whom it is just that we should injure in every possible way.
When you become men, be braved and cunning in war ... never suffer your squaws or

little ones to want. Protect the squaws and strangers from insult. On no account betray
your friends. Resent insult; revenge yourselves on your enemies. Drink not the poisonous
strong water of the white people; it is sent by the Bad Spirit to destroy the indians. Fear not
death; none but cowards fear to die. Obey and venerate the old people, particularly your
parents. Fear and propitiate the Bad Spirit that he may do you no harm; love and adore the
Good Spirit who made us all, who supplies our hunting ground and keeps us alive.”

This and much more had the boy treasured in memory of a good philosophy, 36 albeit
tinctured with mysticism—ifrank philosophy which does not concern itself with the
altruistically impossible.

“Each band of the Ottawa tribe, and there were many of them, had their own separate
chief. The name of the chief of the Hastings band was Pecitiac, than whom no nobler
looking Indian could be imagined. He was perfect physically, and the grandeur of his
carriage and demeanor could not but make a deep impression upon the most careless
beholder. Fully six feet tall, very erect, he showed the type of the ideal Indian we read
about. | never saw him in public without a band across his forehead, and from the upper
part of his nose reaching to his eyes, ornamented with bright buttons. This was worn by
him, | supposed at the time, as an insignia of his office. The chief was remarkable for

his integrity and trustworthiness, and the uniformity of his urbanity and good habits. He
enjoyed the respect and confidence of his subordinates and followers, as well as the white
people who knew him. This band was regarded by some outsiders as the scalawag of the
tribe, but why it was so regarded | never could discover, nor in any way comprehend.

“Several of the Indians of this band were polygamists, notably the Chippewas, whose
home was on the little Thornapple and Sambie, domiciled on Sambie lake, one of a chain
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of lakes that constitutes the head of Mud Creek. Each of these had two wives, and both
men were called well off as far as Indian wealth was estimated. They were good hunters
and trappers, hence their ability to indulge in a plurality of wives.”17 (Henry A. Goodyear.)

Mrs. Schoolcraft

“Her voice is feeble and tremulous: her utterance slow and distinct. There is something
silvery in it. Mildness of expression, and softness and delicacy of manners as well as voice
characterize her. She dresses with great taste, and in all respects in the costume of our
fashionables, but wears leggins of black silk, drawn ruffled around the ankles resembling
those worn by our little girls. | think them ornamental.”17

Mrs. Schoolcraft's mother, who was the daughter of Wab-o-ee, fasted previous to

her marriage “according to the universal Indian custom, for a guardian spirit” but
“notwithstanding that her future husband and future greatness were so clearly prefigured
in this dream the pretty O-shaw-gus-co-day-way-qua having always regarded a white man
with awe” on being carried to her husband's lodge “fled into a dark corner, rolled herself
up in her blanket and would not be comforted nor even looked upon. It is to the honor of
Johnston that he took no cruel advantage of their mutual position.”

However, parental authority was exercised. Her father, to whom after ten days she fled,
“gave her a good beating with a stick and threatened to cut off both her ears.” She was
returned with a propitiatory present of furs, apologies and explanations to Johnston, who
“succeeded at length in taming this shy wild fawn.”17

Mr. Johnston, by the way, has been referred to as a physician. He was 37 not such in

fact, but was regarded by the Indians as their “adviser, physician and friend.” He always
kept in his dwelling at Sault Ste. Marie “a full supply of medicines which he administered
gratis to all who applied. He used the lancet freely in cases of pleurisy, which is a common
complaint among the natives. Although he had made no professed study of medicine his
practical knowledge aided by books of reference wa respectable, and when the United
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States Army afterward came to be placed in his vicinity they deemed several of his modes
of practice judicious.”17

Over the dying race as seen in Keweenaw, we may quote the mutilated inscription on the
slab beneath Brockway Mountain near Copper Harbor:

1 Beneath this slab a red man's body lies

2 Once to hi tribe an honor and a prize

3 But death relentless his ... days hath numbered o'er

4 His bowstring like his bones will carry death no more
5 O Stranger! pass not reckless o'er this lonely sod

6 But hesitate and think here lies the image of your God
7 Though wild and savage ...

8 Yet his heart ...”17 (Joseph A. Ten Broeck.)

One deplores the absence of the words lost from the above sympathetic and musical lines.

“It is related that an Indian who had been indebted to a white man desired to give his
note. A note was written to which he affixed his mark and then pocketed it, insisting that,
inasmuch as it was hi note, he was the rightful holder. He carried it home but when it
became due appeared promptly with the note and the money and paid his debt.”17

The following editorial from the Detroit Free Press of July 10, 1927, is suggestive but not
heartening. It indicates that in the progress of time no long step has been taken in the
direction of emotional stability and in reasonable reactions to unexplainable phenomena—
a fact that no thinking being, least of all a physician, will question.
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“Mostly in the Same Boat”

“A good many people laughed when they read of the arrest of a St. Louis ‘voodoo doctor’
who sold specifies by mail to members of his race, offering such commaodities as ‘black
cats’ wishbones,” guaranteed to bring good luck to crap players, and ‘tie-'em-down’
powders, sure to keep husbands in the pathway of virtue. But how many of those who
sniggered were in the same boat with the objects of their derision?

“Belief in magic and susceptibility to superstition are peculiar to no race and to no locality.
In one way or another, most human beings are infected. Gypsies at this very moment are
reaping a local harvest by posing as phrenologists in an amusement park and at various
strategic points throughout the city. The number of people in America who fear the ‘evil
eye’ and resort to charms to defeat its malignity is quite considerable. The prevalence

of the ‘spiritualistic medium’ who ‘advises on matters of love and business’ is surprising
only to those who do not know that members of the craft are consulted by thousands of
business and professional people supposed to be educated and enlightened. It is only

a few years since an illiterate ‘healer’ in this city drew a large patronage from nearly all
classes of society and made money hand over fist by ‘laying on of hands.” Conan Doyle
believes the Fox sisters were ‘genuine’ unless he has very recently changed his mind
and he ‘falls for’ some very crude stuff in the way of ‘spirit photographs.” Then there is Sir
Oliver Lodge, and a few years ago there was Camille Flammarion.

“Conscious or unconscious practice of what is known as ‘natural magic’ is almost
universal. How many readers of this editorial never resort to charms or formulas, 38
acquired from others, or of their own making? How many are wholly free from special
respect for the number three, the number seven and the number thirteen?

“If you are afraid to be the thirteenth at a dinner table, or feel uneasy in case you see the
new moon over your left shoulder, don't laugh too much at the person who wears a rabbit's
foot or a black cat's wishbone.”
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As to the present day partially “Christianized” Indians: “A venerable priest, ministering to
the necessities of the members of a fast disappearing tribe of Indians on the lower St.
Lawrence, told me of a unique method formerly in vogue among them for overcoming

the Evil Spirit, ‘Wendigo,’ supposed to possess the body of one insane and eat out the
souls of others. It was the aim of the Indians to lose in the woods or otherwise dispose

of one afflicted with a mental infirmity. On one occasion the priest heard by chance of a
puerperal woman suffering from mania. Approaching her cabin about which many ‘braves’
were standing, he heard the words ‘the Curé is coming.” The reason for the warning

was soon apparent. Inside the cabin he discovered the Indian woman bound to a chair
placed back up and in a sloping position. Around her neck was a cord which extended
through a chink in the rear wall of the cabin. At the other end of this cord there had been
relays of Indians who made it taut from time to time. The priest extricated the squaw

from her perilous position, soothed and cared for her. Not long after, however, with the
characteristic perversity of one partially appreciative of the reason for the attention her
neighbors had bestowed, and to the end defiant, she exclaimed ‘Now | will eat your hearts
out.”19

In connection with the above it is interesting to note that Captain Bourke writing of the
Apaches says, “Our native tribes do not exactly believe that the mildly insane are gifted
with medical or spiritual powers; but they regard them with a feeling of superstitious awe
akin to reverence.”24 How far is present-day “civilization” from similar superstitions?
Indeed, the particularly baneful superstition, witchcraft, was apparently not entertained by
the Indians although it is conjectured that the trephining operation of which evidence is
here and there revealed by archeology was made for the relief of the individual from an
evil spirit.

On the contrary it is still believed by the unlettered and ignorant in this country that disease
and misfortune may be invoked by witchcraft. This is true of many negroes in the South
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and of the mountaineers of Eastern Tennessee and Western North Carolina. The following
is a quotation from the Detroit Free Press of April 20, 1913:

“A young woman named Lynch, a light skinned negress who resides in a cottage in the
suburbs of Washington, is causing a stir hereabouts for she is suspected of being a
witch. The charge comes directly from Hannah Johnson, another negress who claims

the Lynch woman cast a spell upon her, stealing her sight. The only direct evidence is
merely circumstantial. The Johnson woman suddenly has gone blind. She blamed the
light skinned negress for her misfortune and has preferred charges of witchcraft which the
superstitious negroes of the community are commencing to believe.”

And as to the mountaineers, a famous bear hunter, Big Tom Wilson, who lived at the foot
of Mt. Mitchell in North Carolina, gave to the writer a detailed account of the methods in
vogue to overcome the malevolence of 39 witches. Among them was the drawing of a
picture of the suspect, pining it on a tree and shooting through it in the locality of the heart.
Incidents connected with Ojibway ceremonials (Q. V.) are similar to this and elsewhere in
this history will be found a narrative in the same line.

Those saturated with legal tradition who would insist upon keeping alive, until the day
prescribed for his execution, a prisoner condemned to death and bent upon suicide

might learn something from the example of Kish-kaw-koo, who had been sentenced to

be hanged for murder. Female relatives secured access to him in jail and, provided with
poison by them, his finish was after the manner of Socrates. It would be impossible to
convince the writer that such an extra-legal performance was not thoroughly expedient and
reasonable. Barbarian (?) Cultured (?) What do these words signify?

It Detroit, December 28, 1821, were hanged two Indians, Ke-tau-kah and Ke-we-bis-kim,
for the murder of Dr. W. F. Madison.2

“The Indians, considering the nature of their tools, were good mechanics and developed
the ability to work in woods...they have left many wood-working implements, such as axes,
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grooved and ungrooved, to which handles could be attached, chisels, gouges, occasional
copper knives, flint blades, and scrapers.”20

“Agriculture is a means of obtaining subsistence as is hunting, fishing, and gathering wild
seeds and roots. It requires a steadier habit of life than nomadic hunting. The food plants
cultivated by our Indians were Indian corn, beans, squashes, and perhaps melons and
pumpkins, all indigenous to America.” “In the making of sugar from the sap of maple trees
an interesting complex of inventions was involved showing much originality. There was
scarifying of the trees, the sap spout, the sap bucket, the boiling pot, the firing process,
and the final moulding of the semi-fluid produced by evaporation.”20

Tobacco was “cultivated” by the Indians of Michigan. it was “a great medicine.” “The aroma
from pipes wherever smoked throughout the world is an incense to the North American
Indian who discovered the ‘divine weed'.” “Each one [pipe] has an individually. Many are
high expressions of Indian art.”20

“The Indian used tobacco as a sacred or specific substance to be smoked in formality. ...
In councils, conferences, treaties, at the opening of the hunting and fishing seasons,
upon adventures in war, at dances, in invoking the powers for whatever purpose, magic,
witchcraft, curing disease, help or guidance, smoking was a dignified and necessary part
of the ritual. Among the last things an Indian would part with was his sacred pipe.”20

It is highly probable that with their regard for tobacco, the Indians gave it place in their
ceremonials similar to that of incense. Its practical medicinal values were not recognized.
(See Hunter narrative.) By Michigan pioneers it was often used locally. In the writer's
boyhood a “chew” of tobacco was so-to-speak a paternal prophylactic as applied to recent
wounds.
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Edward Eggleston, quoted by Dr. Hinsdale, says in “The Transit of 40 Civilization” that
“three hundred species of plants had been collected and were used as remedies by the
Indians.”20

The Emotional Sphere

As to other than Michigan Indian women, Carver found “out where the West begins”

and recorded in his “Travels” that the Indian women in general are of an “amorous
temperature.” He discovered customs among them that he regarded reprehensible but
evidently studied with meticulous interest. He relates of the Naudowessies that they paid
uncommon respect to one for a transaction which would have “rendered her infamous in
Europe,” a statement which may possibly be discounted by serious students of European
history of that period.

“The Indians quickly adopted the fashion of the Frenchmen (of saluting their lady friends
with a kiss upon each cheek) with this change—the squaws called upon the white men,
and the unlucky pale face who was kissed by a squaw on New Year's day was obliged to
give her a drink of whisky. No white man escaped, for if one squaw alone could not secure
the coveted forfeit she called to her aid enough of her dusky sisters to throw the victim
down and then each kissed him in turn. The result was that the squaws frequently became
gloriously drunk and woe to the white man who was kissed by them while they were in that
condition, since they did not hesitate to use violence to obtain the desired reward.”9

And still it has been maintained that emancipation of women is of recent development.

An Indian Chief, Noonday, who is said to have led the Indians, who accompanied the
British in the attack on Buffalo, New York, in December, 1813, and to have set fire to that
village, died in Prairieville, Barry County. A stone was raised to mark his grave but as
usual relic-seekers carried away the last function.6
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Dr. Parkhurst relates that the red-skins used to have periodical jollifications upon the
ground now occupied by the Johnson house, and that the exhibitions were exceedingly
entertaining to civilized observers.

Civilized!

It may prove a matter of surprise that certain Indians in Barry County took religion, that is
to say the Christian religion, seriously. By one writer they are said to have had “a religious
fever, and were carefully converted by Bradley and Slater. Indian missionaries, who were
located on Gull Prairie, but who moved here and there as occasion pointed the way, to
save the souls of the savages. Certain of the Indians who had sat under the persuasive
teachings of Bradley and Slater until they had become thoroughly good and pious set
out to carry on the good work among themselves unaided. In furtherance of that plan
they inaugurated prayer-meeting exercises whenever in camp, and especially upon their
camping-ground, near Cedar Creek, their devotional enthusiasm was quite extraordinary.
To these prayer-meetings they frequently invited the whites, and always counted upon
seeing William 41 Campbell and wife, near whose house their camps were laid, and with
whom they maintained pleasant friendly relations.”6

“The Indians were established [in Wayland Township] upon the same forty acres during
the summer of 1839, and their first work under the supervision of Mr. Selkrig was the
building of their wigwams and a large arbor or bower-house, where religious services were
held. Mr. Selkrig's sermons were delivered in English and interpreted by Adoniram Judson,
or ‘Mawbese,’” an educated Ottawa, who, during his time, was considered one of the best
interpreters in the State.

“These meetings were also regularly attended by many of the early pioneers of the
township.”6
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When the Indian maid was young, quoth Carver, “according to an ancient but obsolete
custom (which Hamlet says would have been ‘more honour'd in the breach than the
observance’) she invited forty of the principal warriors to her tent where having feasted
them with rice and venison she by turns regaled each of them with a private dessert
behind a screne [sic] fixed for this purpose in the inner part of the tent.”22

She enjoyed the approbation of the whole band for this profusion of courtesy and was in
a very short time wedded to a chief and became a person of distinction. The author adds
that it is scarcely once in an age that any of their females “are hardy enough to make this
feast,” however aspiring.

A symbolic number appears here (See Symbolism), namely forty. It would seem as if
thirty-five might have answered all temperamental requirements. “Good will to men,” that
is to say, hospitality, need not have been extended so liberally except for the ceremonial
Hurge.”

The “corn dance” among the Minnitarees is described in James’ “Account of S. H. Long's
Expedition. 1819-1820.”3 “Squaws carry with them to the medicine lodge in which

the Magi are seated seeds attached to the ends of small sticks which are stuck in the
ground, then “strip themselves entirely of their garments, and take their seats before the
spectators.” The Magi in violent agitation leap about and point to the sky, the earth, the
sun and the north star successively (symbolic number four). These paroxysms over, each
squaw holds aloft her stick and “one of the Magi being provided with a large bunch of a
species of bitter herb, dips it in a vessel of water, and sprinkles copiously the seeds and
person of the squaws with much grotesque gesticulation. The squaws then resume their
clothing and return home” with the supposedly fertilized seed.

In another ceremonial among the Minnitarees, a certain number of handsome, young
married squaws are summoned to a “meat-covered lodge,” complacent husbands
consenting. There they are disrobed in the presence of a considerable number of the
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“bravest warriors.” Each of these makes choice of one of the eligibles, leading to her a
fine horse, and placing the halter in her hand. Whereupon she accepts the gift, and he is
“immediately admitted to her favor” and in the presence of the whole assembly.”

42

Creative enterprise could certainly be carried no further within the limits of decorum.

In the same nation a “singular night dance” occurred from time to time, the details of which
“published in the Philadelphia edition in replaced by asterisks in the London issue.” The
recognition of dancing as an exercise related to the creative urge is indicated by the fact
that in the Omahaw language “the word watche applies equally to the amusement of
dancing and the sexual intercourse.”3

“In all other instances (except the inveteracy to enemies rooted in every Indian heart) they
are cool and remarkably cautious, taking care not to betray on any account whatever their
emotions.”22

On this matter (emotional reaction) there is manifest difference of opinion. Dr. Henry
Taylor (Oakland County, 1824) has told the story of “Boyish Spirit of the Indians.” He was
compelled to ford one of the branches of the Clinton on horseback. the horse balked in
mid-stream. He called to Indians in a canoe to help him but they “laughed at and insulted”
him. Once out of the water he marched toward them in a threatening manner. They fled
at first, then promised assistance, took the Doctor in the canoe, carried him across, he
leading the horse through.17

A party of adventurers from Ypsilanti or Ann Arbor headed for the Grand River rapids in
1834, arrived at an Indian camp, extremely cold. Among them was a thinly clad boy. They
were permitted to sleep at a distance from the fire. At night an old gay headed squaw
stirred up the fire, threw in some sticks and rolled herself up in a blanket. Robert ventured
near, camped down beside the squaw and eventually shared her blanket. A great shout
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from the whole company awakened him and he was told that they were “laughing at the
old lady and the comely addition to her family.”17

And as to the contrary emotion, Henry writes,23 “The speech ended, several of the Indians
began to weep and they were soon joined by the whole party. Had | not previously been
witness of a weeping scene of this description, | should certainly have been apprehensive
of some disastrous calamity.” It seems weeping at feasts was customary—this “in memory
of deceased relatives.”

Certain it is that the Indians recognized the value of pleasant emotions. The La Salle
expedition of 1669 was detained at a Seneca village for some time—the question being as
to guides. “They must needs smoke and sleep,” quoth the historian. On this, as on every
important matter which arose, “good thoughts, said the Indians philosopher, come while
you smoke.” Anti-tobacco League and W. C. T. U., take notice.

“The fire,” Henry writes, “rendering the tent warm, the men, one after another, dropped

the skins which were their garments and left themselves entirely naked. The appearance
of one of them in particular having led us who were strangers into an involuntary an ill-
stifled laugh, the men 43 calmly asked us the occasion of our mirth; but one of the women,
pointing to the cause, the individual restored the covering of his robe. The women are
themselves perfectly modest both in dress and demeanor and those who were not present
maintained the first rank in the village; but custom had rendered the scene inoffensive to
their eyes.”t

T “Inoffensive” doubtless, but complete indifference and an appreciation of physiological
“reaction” were evidently not lacking in the observant squaw.

It may be confidently believed that Henry eventually parted with regret from these
“amicable people among whom an intercourse with Europeans appeared to have
occasioned less deviation from their primitive manners than in any instance which [he] had
previously discovered.”
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And to those of the present time who frequent cosmeticians in the “beauty shoppes”

and carry away merely purple lip sticking, brick-dust rouge, and kalsomining, the

following observation of Alexander Henry will demonstrate how little they receive for their
disbursement. “The women, like the men, paint their faces with red ochre and in addition
usually tatoo two lines reaching from the lip to the chin, or from the corners of the mouth to
the ears. They omit nothing to make themselves lovely.”

The Christianaux (sic) Indians of whom the foregoing was written are evidently the
antecedents of the flapper and their just claim to precedence chronologically should not be
ignored by the twentieth century copy-cat. “Such are the exterior beauties of the female;
and not content with the power belonging to these attractions, they condescend to beguile
with gentle look the hearts of passing strangers.” To this end they were encouraged by
complacent husbands who discovered that “children borne by their women to Europeans
were bolder warriors and better hunters than themselves.”28

But if the progeny of the episodal and irregular, or possibly of the legitimate, union,
chanced to be not of the sex from which warriors are recruited, there were at times “envy,
malice, and all uncharitableness.” “It appears that the squaws became jealous of Andrew
Blackbird's pale-faced wife who was an attractive woman with a beautiful crown of hair.
The squaws told Madame Blackbird how the hair could be rendered even more beautiful
by applying a “tonic” which they knew about. The tonic was applied and had the effect of
rendering her ladyship baldheaded.”16

In the absence of “beauty shoppes” in 1879 girls were their own cosmeticians with
disastrous results as a case of Dr. Yemans, reported to the Detroit Academy of Medicine,
indicates. To hide, to a certain extent, the cicatrices from variola “she constantly employed
ointments and washes, and tonight | bring her before you, to show their effects. She

first used the ‘Bloom of Youth’ but, when her means prevented her from purchasing so
expensive an article she commenced to buy ‘Flake White’ in small quantities, five cents
worth, and make her own solutions for the toilet. You see that she now has a complete
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paralysis of the extensors of both forearms and this condition is, at the present time, of
eight months’ duration.”

Dr. Hawes said “I| have seen three cases of paralysis due to similar 44 causes; one of
the arms, one of the face, and the last one, caused by the use of a hair dye, where the
paralysis was almost general.”15

“The bloom upon the peach cannot be beautiful by whitewash and no chemical process
can heighten the tinting of the heather bell.”15

Indian women there were both handsome and accomplished. “Mr. Johnson, whose
residence is on the American side and nearly opposite, has an Indian wife and at least one
(for I have seen her) very accomplished and polished daughter. | was introduced to her at
Dr. Pitcher's and was afterward shown some drawings made by her, by Mrs. Doctor F....”
The lady to whom allusion is made was the wife of Henry R. Schoolcraft.21

Homo-sexuality was evidently present among the Ojibbeways. One of the sons of a chief
was a man “one of those who make themselves women and are called women by the
Indians.” This creature in the narrative invariably mentioned as “she” was “now fifty years
old and had lived with many husbands. .. She often offered herself to me ... until | was
almost driven from the lodge.” ... Eventually Wa-ge-tote, who had two wives, married
her"—This “occasioned some laughter and produced some ludicrous incidents but was
attended with less uneasiness and quarreling than would have been the bringing in of a
new wife of the female sex.”18

“Reference is made by Marquette to a certain class of individuals among the Illinois and
Dakota who were compelled to wear women's clothes and who were debarred many
privileges, but were permitted to ‘assist at all the superstitions of their jugglers and their
solemn dances in honor of the Calumet in which they may sing but it is not lawful for them
to dance.””24 (Dr. Hoffman.)
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“Suicide is not very infrequent among the Indians and is effected in various ways, hanging,
drowning, poisoning,” and so on. One “in the alienation of mind produced by the liquor
had torn off his own clothes” and been tied by his sisters. Released, he went to the Indian
burying ground and shot himself. “Misfortunes and losses of various kinds, sometimes the
death of friends and possibly, in some instances, disappointment in affairs of love, may be
considered the causes which produce suicide among the Indians.”18

Of Sarah Emily Slater, born August 12, 1827, the first white child born in Grand Rapids,
it is recorded, “The baby was given into the hands of an Indian woman to nurse and was
treated much as an Indian mother would treat her own.”17

Of his Kansas Indian “mother” Hunter writes, “she was indeed a mother to me and | feel
my bosom dilate with gratitude at the recollection of her goodness and care of me during
this helpless period of my life.”

Among the Osage he was received into the family of Shen-thweeh, a warrior, at the
instance of Hunk-kah, his wife, a “good woman whose family now consisted of herself,
her husband, a daughter almost grown and myself,” and “who used every means which
kindness and benevolence could suggest to engage my affection and esteem.”

45

What an abominable and abysmal lie that there has been “no good Indian but a dead
Indian.”

Concerning certain nomadic Indians whose tribal affiliations are not definitely given there is
written, “These Indians particularly the squaws treated me with singular attention, probably
on account of my being the only white person they had ever seen. | forbear, however,
going into details because they might by some be considered as clashing with propriety.”
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May the reviewer be pardoned an expression of regret that Hunter wrote in an age of
restraint when asterisks were much more commonly employed than in the second quarter
of the Twentieth Century.

“The cold, chilling winds came whistling through the dense forest,” writes Mr. Geo H.
Hazelton, who in 1847 was making a “winter trip up the Tittabawassee River.” They

had started on a thirty miles’ walk and found “snow and ice everywhere, no facilities for
making a fire, no blankets, and the cold increasing.” He was obliged to lie down upon

the ice and to declare that be could go no further. “While considering what was best to

be done we espied two Indians on skates coming up the river. We hailed them with joy.
My guide explained to them our condition. They quickly had me on my feet and taking

me by the shoulders slid me some two miles, then assisted me to a wigwam forty or fifty
yards distant. They quickly disappeared and | never saw or heard of them again, but have
always felt that they were angels in disguise.”17

In Crevecoeurs “Letters from an American Farmer,” published in 17821 the story is told of
an Indian and his dog. After fruitless and painful search by the entire neighborhood for a
lost child, the dog was sent in quest, and it was not long before his joyful barking revealed
that he was successful. Great rejoicing occurred. The child was promptly rechristened with
the name of the Indian. The latter was embarrassed; refused all reward. “All he said was,
‘Brother ... | have done nothing for you but what you would have done for me. It was my
dog that did it all. Since you are all happy, | am happy. Since you are all glad, | am glad.”

T Reprinted in “Eighteenth Century America.” Yale University Press. Page 133.

“Marchee or Marchee-o-no-qua was a Pottawatomie Chief, Ma-gua-go's sister. She was
the medicine woman among her people and the doctress in many families in the white
settlement on Dry Prairie and the region about the mission. | have often met her at Isham
Simonds’ hospitable home on Dry Prairie where she was usually called in case of sickness
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of any of the inmates and where she was esteemed highly not only for her skill as doctress
but for many virtues of a good Indian woman.”17 (A. D. P. Van Buren.)

The “mission” to which reference was made was the “Nottawa” in Calhoun County.

“Mrs. Eva Golson, the daughter of an early pioneer, told me that as late as 1866, when
her mother was living at the mouth of the Cass river and was sick with ‘chills and fever’
she went for an Ojibwa Shaman after failing to get relief from her own people. When he
came he refused to perform 46 his ceremonies over her because she was a woman and
said his squaw doctored women, he cured men. He went for his squaw and returned in
about two weeks, having waited for the time} most favorable for the cure. Two squaws
came with him. After bringing them, he went away in his canoe but returned for them when
they were through. The old squaw began by covering her patient with many blankets. Then
she made her a drink by boiling powdered ‘herbs, barks and roots.” After part of this had
been swallowed, the remainder was placed under the blankets and left to steam, while the
blankets were kept down tight. Then these blankets were removed one by one until about
the usual bed covering remained. This occupied about four hours of the afternoon. She
came next day, found her patient well, and receiving her compensation went her way.”14
(Harlan I. Smith.)

¥ What could this “time” have been?

Scientific medicinal therapy and hydro-therapy? It strikes thus the medically prejudiced
writer of this article. Could any better method combining elimination, warmth, medicine,
nursing attention, be devised? And wasn't it fortunate that the patient escaped the
Shaman?

In “Pioneer Collections,” an incident is related of an Indian and “entire stranger” who

came into the house where there was sickness and from which no one could be spared
to summon assistance. He realized the situation, indicated by signs that he would carry
a written message, and, “divested of every needless encumbrance, started on a run for
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Dr. Patterson at Tecumseh.” The distance was twenty miles, which he traversed in three
hours. The patient's life was saved by the Doctor, who came “as fast as his pony could
carry him.”17 The Indian would not accept money reward.

Dr. Thomas S. Williamson, contributing to Schoolcraft's “Indian Antiquities,” asserts that
“mothers frequently and sometimes fathers watch over their sick children with great
assiduity.” On the contrary the old and decrepit and children who have no near relatives
are [among the Dakotas] often neglected.13

“Ridiculous misadventures or comical situations are sure to be applauded in the recital.”13

Of the famous Logan, it is written that “Mrs. Brown's baby daughter attracted his attention.”
The little girl was just beginning to walk and he had overheard the mother regret that

she could not get her a pair of shoes. Logan asked if he might take the child with him

to his wigwam. With hesitation she confided her to his care. “Just before sunset Logan
reappeared leading the little girl, exhibiting on her tiny feet a pair of beautifully wrought
moccasins—the triumph of the forest-skill of Logan's own hands.”13

It is in vain, comments the writer of the above narrative, “to talk of a mind capable of these
refinements of feeling as being savage.”

“There are those here to-day who recall the interesting character of the squaw whose
husband killed Mr. Wisner [a St. Joseph County pioneer]. She was a pure Indian and her
virtues were of savage origin and native 47 growth, as she had not been instructed by
civilized people. The devotion to her husband could not be excelled, her efforts to keep
him from committing the crime ought to have save the life of the victim. She did all she
could to warn the endangered man, and when the Indian sprang upon him, fought for the
enemy of her race. Not until she saw that the Indian was likely to be killed did she cease
to help Mr. Wisner; but with true wifely instinct, when she saw one of the two must diem
determined that the one should not be her husband.”17
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Mr. Porter head of a mission schools in the Grand Traverse region) “found the Indians
uniformly kind. .. On first coming among them he and his family threw themselves upon
their honor and honesty, never turning a key to prevent them from stealing ... and the
confidence reposed in them was not betrayed.

“Joseph Na-bah-na-yah-sung or as he names himself, Gibson, a boy about ten years

old ... had the misfortune to break both bones of the leg ... when the school opened again
he was still unable to walk. With a womanly devotion that stands as a living argument
against the total depravity of human nature even in those we call savages, his mother
and sister alternately carried him three quarters of a mile to school every day on their
shoulders. If inquiry be made as to the life and fate of the boy thus highly favored, it only
remains to write—and let it be written among the records of the honorable dead—that he
died as many other noble men died by cruel starvation in Andersonville Prison.”17

In these days of anti-cancer warfare, one may well speculate upon what Charlotte Wauk-a-
z00, whose people were healers or medicine men ... but whose own prescriptions were of
roots and herbs, might have accomplished for a waiting world. Her cures of such so-called
“incurable chronic maladies as cancer, scrofula, and kindred diseases were marvelous.”17

“It has been said ‘there is no good Indian but a dead Indian’ but in our experience we did
not find in them the treachery and deceit they are usually credited with. .. They brought us
berries from the woods and constantly supplied us with fresh venison ... the hams were
always twenty-five cents, no more, no less.”17 (Mrs. Hoyt.)

There is another side to the picture. Alexander Henry, hitherto repeatedly mentioned,
came to Canada with the army of General Amherst in 1760. He traveled the following
year among the Indians and in 1809 left a graphic account of the “capture of the garrison
at Michilimackinac and the massacre of about ninety people.” A summary method of
disposing of the troublesome was given. “In the meantime an old woman with a sore leg
was showing her distress to an Indian and inquiring if he could administer to her any relief.
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He said he thought he could and drawing his tomahawk killed her and all the men almost
that were in the house.”t

T Henry was with General Bradstreet to raise the siege of Detroit. He arrived there August
8, 1764.

“One day Mr. Williams [John Williams of Hastings] heard a sounds of fearful turmoil and
went to the lake to discover the cause. The savages 48 were gathered about the headless
body of one of their members. He learned that the man had become involved in a quarrel
with a young squaw, who declared that he ‘was no good,’ seized a knife and cut off his
head. During the excitement she rushed to the tethered horses, cut the rope which held
one of the animals, and was off on the Canada Trail before her companions knew what
had happened. Their pursuit was too late to catch her, and the body was buried on the
shore of the lake.”17

The “savage law” required death by torture for “those who shed the blood of their kin. ..
The story in all its details is too sickening to print.” This was in 1891 when “all the news”
was regarded prejudicial to literary digestion.

The story, so much as is told in the “History of Grand Rapids,” page 39, indicates that
compassion for the tortured and exterminated one was not altogether non-existent

and that provision for future needs was not denied. They put with the body “in the log
coffin which he had helped to make a bottle of whisky, a hunting knife, a pipe and some
tobacco.”

“For infidelity an Indian wife lost her nose and her paramour suffered death. It is a sad
reflection upon the morals of the white men that Indian women with mutilated faces
multiplied as the settlers increased.”9

No occasion under those conditions for the nose-bag and powder puff.
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A boy named Hoffman was made a prisoner by the Indians in 1813. In 1824 he was still
unfound and Congress appropriated five hundred dollars to aid in his recovery.

Concerning this matter General Cass wrote to the Secretary of State as follows:
“Some say he settled about Quebec and others that he settled about Kingston.

“Dr. Sampson, who was the surgeon of the post at that time, and who it is probable can
give more, and more precise, information upon this subject than any other person, it is
stated, is settled in the practice of his profession at Kingston. There are all the facts | have
been able to procure. An application to the Canadian Government would undoubtedly lead
to a full discovery. They must have the muster rolls of this corps in their possession or
within their reach, and will able to trace Adair. The interposition of their authority may also
be necessary to reclaim and restore the child. And a request to Dr. Sampson or to any
other officer of the corps for further information would be received with more respect and
obeyed with more promptitude if made by our Government through that of Canada, than if
made through any other medium.”17

Dr. John Todd, an uncle of Mrs. Lincoln, was “when the War of 1812 broke out, among the
surgeons serving at the front. It will be recalled that the British had captured the advance
guard of Kentuckians on the River Raisin, in Michigan; that General Proctor allowed

the Indians to cruelly scalp most of the captives, and that the enraged Kentuckians and
Indianians who brought up reinforcements, spurred on by the battle cry, “Remember 49
the River Raisin,” gave pursuit and avenged the cruel treatment of their countrymen by the
utter rout of the British and Indians at the Battle of the Thames.”10

But fortunately, Dr. Todd's life was spared on the River Raisin, although most of his
colleagues suffered martyrdom.10

“The Indians of Western Michigan assisted the French in defeating General Braddock
at Fort Duquesne in Pennsylvania, and in raiding the English settlements as far as the
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Appalachians. Some of them fought under Montcalm, and later they swarmed to aid
Pontiac in his conspiracy. So soon as the French received several defeats, they lost

the confidence of the red men, who afterward passed under the dominion of the British.
Several hundred Michigan Indians fought in Burgoyne's army, and also participated in
raids upon the settlements in Kentucky and in Virginia. Many of them were slain in the
battle of Fallen Timbers, and the survivors fled before the victorious Americans under ‘Mad
Anthony’ Wayne.”17

Obituary

“The old Indian known here as the Indian doctor had died just before | got here and his
corpse was sitting up against a tree with a three cornered pen around it, a few rods from
the trading post. His gun lay in the pen with him and it was borrowed from its owner for a
day's hunt and payment made for the loan by leaving a little tobacco with the corpse.”17
(“Reminiscences of Kalamazoo™—1832.)

Battle Field of Fallen Timberst

“At the rapids and ford of the Maumee near Maumee, Ohio, where the Indian Chiefs,

Blue Jacket and Little Turtle, suffered a decisive defeat, August 20, 1794, at the hands of
American troops headed by General Anthony Wayne, which paved the way for settlement
of the lllinois country.”10

T A picture of Fallen Timbers appears on Page 577, Volume I, History of Medical Practice
in lllinois.

The Medicine Man (Shaman)And the Shamaness

The following are extracts from a letter written by the Rev. A. Bingham in 1852 from Sault
Ste. Marie:

“| found the Indians uniformly in a very dark and ignorant state, attached to their
‘Metawin's’ (or medicine religion) and practicing a kind of sorcery, by which their jugglers
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exerted much influence over their adherents. | also found there was considerable
competition and strife among them for eminence in their ‘Metawin,” and that their ambition
in that heathen science occasionally led them to destroy one another with poison. Their
ideas of religion were so confounded with their medical system that they were inseparable,
and their jugglers were their doctors. | have frequently seen them practicing (in former
days) their heathenish ceremonies over the 50 sick, and wondered that they did not
immediately kill them and choke themselves to death with the large hollow bones they
appeared to eject from their stomachs. They never administered medicine to the sick
unaccompanied by their heathenish ceremonies. They appeared to consider the latter as
essential as the former.

“Many years ago one of our heathen women was sick and came to our place, probably for
medical aid. | got the doctor to go and see her, and on examining her he decided that she
had the spinal complaint, and said it would require pretty severe treatment, and concluded
she would not submit to it long enough to cure her, and declined doing anything for her.
They camped near the Mission House and remained some weeks. | frequently called into
their lodge and read portions of the translation to them and prayed with them. She found
we had cupping instruments and a few times sent for me to go over and cup her which |
did;but she returned up the lake without any manifest improvement in her health.”17

“Recent deplorable occurrences” writes Captain John G. Bourke of the United States Army
in “Medicine Men of the Apache,” 1887,24 “in the Country of Dakotas have emphasized
our ignorance and made clear to the minds of all thinking people that, notwithstanding the
acceptance by the native tribes of the improvements in living introduced by civilization, the
savage has remained a savage, and is still under the control of an influence antagonistic to
the rapid absorption of new ideas and the adoption of new customs.

“This influence is the ‘medicine man.’
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“Who and what are the medicine-men (or medicine women ) of the American Indians?
What powers do they possess in time of peace or war? How is this power obtained, how
renewed, how exercised? What is the character of the remedies employed? Are they
pharmaceutical, as we employ the term, or are they the superstitious efforts of empirics
and charlatans, seeking to deceive and to misguide by pretended consultations with
spiritual powers and by reliance on mysteries and occult influences?” He answers the
guestions in a lengthy and scholarly paper, practically as does Catlin and others, that with
a modicum of the sincere there is a strong admixture of charlatanry. He writes, “While it
is regarded as a surer mode of learning how to be a medicine-man to seek the tuition of
some one who has already gained power and influence as such, and pay him liberally in
presents of all kinds for a course of instruction lasting a year or longer, | could learn or
nothing to prohibit a man from assuming the role of the prophet or healer of the sick, if
so disposed, beyond the dread of punishment for failure to cure or alleviate sickness or
infirmity.”24

“There does nor seem to have been any inheritance of priestly function among the Apache
or any setting apart of a particular clan or family for the priestly duties.”24

“The medicine men of the Apache are not confined to one gens or clan as among the
Shawnee and Cherokee, according to Brinton, neither do they believe, as the Cherokee
do, according to the same authority, that the seventh 51 son is a natural-born prophet with
the gift of healing by touch, but upon this latter point | must be discreet, as | have never
known an Apache seventh son.”24

“The Number Seven.—'Six days shalt thou labor and do all thy work, and on the seventh
day rest from thy labors.” Probably from the day this command was first uttered there
has attached to the number seven something of mystic value. In our day there is a very
popular belief that ‘things go by sevens,’ and the seventh son of a seventh son is believe
by a very large proportion of the people, as we find them, to be vested with some power
to heal, which is not vouchsafed to the general run of mortals, no matter how they may
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seek to prepare themselves by improving all the advantages of the present ‘advanced
standard of medical education.’” Hippocrates believed there was ‘luck in sevens,” and he,
like Shakespeare, divided the life of man into seven stages, holding that the number seven
is the fountain of all the changes in life. For instance, the teeth appear in the seventh
month or sooner, and are shed and renewed in the seventh year, when infancy is fully
changed into childhood. At twice seven years puberty begins. At three times seven the
adolescent faculties are developed, manhood commences, and men become legally
competent to complete civil acts. At four times seven man is in the full possession of all his
strength. At five times seven he is fitted for all the business of the world. At six times seven
he becomes wise, if ever. At seven times he is in his apogee, and from that time decays.
At eight times seven he is in his last and grand climacteric, and at ten times seven he has
approached the normal period of life.

“There are some remarkable septenary coincidences in the discharge of the physiological
functions and in disease processes. The human female menstruates in four times seven
days, and in forty times seven days she gives birth to her child. The period of gestation

in animals is, in many if not in all instances, a multiple of seven. In the dog it is nine times
seven; in the cat, eight times seven; in the fox six times seven. The common hen sits

on her eggs three times seven days; the duck and goose, four times seven; the crow,
three times seven; then swan six times seven; the peacock, four times seven; the canary
and pigeon twice seven. Bees hatch out in three times seven days. Fever and ague has
a tendency to terminate spontaneously after the seventh, fourteenth, and twenty-first
paroxysms. Relapsing fever is a disease of seven days’ duration. Typhoid fever lasts three
times seven days. The incubation of measles is twice seven days, and the disease itself
lasts seven days—three days of catarrh and four or eruption—before it declines. Scarlet
fever and erysipelas occupy seven days. Smallpox requires twice seven days—from the
time of the appearance of the primary fever and the full development of the eruption,
seven days, and in seven days more the whole crop of pustules has been converted into
desiccated scabs.
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“Truly, there is something wonderful about the number seven.”15

George Catlin, author of “Manner, Customs, and Conditions of the 52 North American
Indian,” stops his “painting and everything else” to define the word “medicine.” “It is

very necessary,” he says, “that one should know the meaning of it whilst he is scanning
and estimating the Indian character which is made up in great degree of mysteries and
supertitions. The word medicine in its common acceptation here means mystery and
nothing else. .. The Indian county is full of doctor; and as they are all magicians and skilled
or professed to be skilled in many mysteries, the word [French] ‘medicin’ has become
habitually applied to everything mysterious or unaccountable.”

Catlin was accounted a “medicine man” of the highest order amongst these superstitious
people on account of his art, painting, and in passing, it may be mentioned also that the
late, very much lamented Sitting Bull of the Sioux Nation was “a medicine man of no mean
order—as viewed by his people.” He claimed to be able “to foretell events affecting himself
and his adherents.”24

“Until quite recently it was customary for each Indian youth to pass through a certain
process of ‘fasting and dreaming’ whereby he might receive a manifestation from the
‘Great Unknown’ as to what particular animate form he might adopt as his own tutelary
daimon, as termed by the Greeks, or, as more familiarity designated, his guardian mystery.
The course of procedure necessary for the young aspirant for honors to pursue was to
leave the camp and go into the forest, there to remain in meditation, abstaining from all
food, until gradual exhaustion produced that condition of ecstasy during which various
forms of animals and birds appeared to him. The first of these forms to clearly impress
itself on his mind was adopted as the special gift of the Great Mystery.”24

In the Grand Medicine Society of the Ojibwas, there were “three classes of mystery men,
termed respectively and in order of importance, the Mide, Jessakid, Wabeno.”24

Medical history of Michigan http://www.loc.gov/resource/lhbum.1995a



Library of Congress

Hoffman writes “The term, Wabeno, has been explained by various intelligent Indians as
signifying ‘Men of the dawn,” Eastern Men,’ etc.” He quotes Schoolcraft as saying, it is “a
term denoting a kind of midnight orgy which is regarded as a corruption of the Meda” but
from personal observation he (Hoffman) ascertained that “a Wabeno does not affiliate with
others of his class so as to constitute a society but indulges his pretentions individually.”
He is “prompted by dreams or visions which may occur during his youth for which he
leaves his village to fast for an indefinite number of days. ... Evil Manidos favor his desires
and apart from his general routine of furnishing ‘hunting medicine,’ ‘love powders,’ etc, he
pretends also to practice medical magic.”

The above is written of the Ojibwas. In the Menomini tribe, “singular as it may seem, there
are more women Wabenoak than men, though it appears that in former times the reverse
was the case. The performances consisted in handling burning brands and live coals with
apparent immunity from harm.”24

53

“The Jessakid is a seer and prophet; though commonly designated a ‘juggler,” the Indians
define him as a ‘revealer of hidden truths’. .. He is said to possess the power to look into
futurity, to prognosticate the success or misfortune of hunters and watrriors. .. He invokes
the Mide averts evil. When a demon possesses a patient the Mide alone has power to
expel him although exorcism of demons is one of his pretentions. And evil spirits are
sometimes removed by sucking them through tubes.”24

Quoting La Hontan, Hoffman writes “a jongleur is a sort of Physician or rather a Quack
who being once cured of some dangerous distemper has the presumption and folly to
fancy that he is immortal and possessed of the power of curing all diseases by speaking to
the Good and Evil Spirits.”

“There is still another class of persons termed Mashkikikewinini or herbalists who are
generally denominated ‘medicine men’ as the Ojibwa word implies. Their calling is a
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simple one and consists in knowing the mysterious properties of a variety of plants,
roots, and berries which are revealed upon application and for a fee. ... Although these
herbalists are aware that certain plants or roots will produce a specified effect upon the
human system, they attribute the benefit to the fact that such remedies are distasteful
and injurious to the demons who are present in the system and to whom the disease is
attributed. Many of these herbalists are found among women, also, and these two are
generally members of the Midewiwin.”24

“The origin of the Midewiwin or Mide society commonly though erroneously termed Grand
Medicine Society, is buried in obscurity.”24”

“The Mide in the true sense of the word is a Shaman, though he has by various authors
been termed Bowow, medicine man, priest, seer, and prophet. Among the Ojibwa the
office is not hereditary.”24

“The Ojibwa believe in a multiplicity of spirits, or manidos, which inhabit all space and
every conspicuous object in nature. .. The Chief or superior manido is termed Kitshi
Manido—Great Spirit ... the second in their estimation is Dzhe Manido, a benign being
upon whom they looked as the guardian spirit of the Midewiwin and through whose divine
provision the sacred rites of the Midewiwin were granted to man.”24

“Marquette who visited the Miami, Mascoutin and Kickapoo Indians in 1673, after referring
to the Indian herbalist mentions also the ceremony of the ‘Calumet dance’ as follows:
“They have physicians amongst them, toward whom they are very liberal when they are
sick, thinking that the operation of the remedies they take is proportional to the presents
they make unto those who have prescrib'd them.”24

“The sceptres of our Kings are not so much respected, for the savages have such a
deference for this pipe that one may call it the God of Peace and War and the Arbiter of
Life and Death.”24
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“The infinite number of postures assumed in offering the pipe appear as significant as the
‘smoke ceremonies’ mentioned in connection with the 54 preparatory instructions of the
candidate previous to his initiation into the Midewiwin.”24

“The Animiki” or Thunder God is, if not the supreme, at least one of the greatest of the
malignant manidos and it is from him that the Jessakid are believed to obtain their powers
of evil doing. There is one other to whom special reference will be made, who abides in
and rules the ‘place of shadows,” and hereafter; he is known as Dzhibai Manido—Shadow
Spirit, or more commonly Ghost Spirit.”24

Certain medicine men of the Walapai would swallow a ball of sinew “excepting the end
thus attached to the teeth and after the heat and moisture of the stomach had softened
and expanded the sinew, they would begin to draw it out yard after yard, saying to the
frightened squaws that they had no need of intestines and were going to pull them all
out"24 (Bourke).

The above is introduced here for the edification of twentieth century fakirs who have much
to learn.

The Mide priests seem to have had the correct idea, that compensation should be given
for that which is worth having. They “exact payment for every individual remedy or secret
that may be imparted to another who may desire such information. This practice is not
entirely based upon mercenary motives, but it is firmly believed that when a secret or
remedy has been paid for it cannot be imparted for nothing, as then its virtues would be
impaired.”24 (Hoffman.)

“Women, as before remarked, may take the degrees of Midewiwin but so far as could be
ascertained their professions pertain chiefly to the treatment of women and children and to
tattooing for the cure of headache and chronic neuralgia.”24
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| discover no mention of gland extract in the solution of the problems of senility among
the Indians but it is written by Captain Bourke that in decadence the medicine men
rejuvenated themselves by “rubbing the back against a sacred stone, projecting from the
ground in the country of the Walapai.”

His “medicine bag” was indispensable to the North American Indian. It was obtained by the
boy of fourteen or fifteen after days of fasting and crying to the Great Spirit.14

“The first important event in the life of the Ojibwa youth is his first fast. For this purpose
he will leave his home for some secluded spot in the forest where he will continue to

fast for an indefinite number of days, when reduced by abstinence from food he enters a
hysterical or ecstatic state in which he may have visions and hallucinations. The spirits
which the Ojibwa most desire to see in these dreams are those of mammals and birds,
though any object which first appears is considered a good omen. The object which first
appears is adopted as the personal mystery, guardian spirit, or tutelary daimon of the
entranced and is never mentioned by him without first making a sacrifice. A small effigy of
this manido is made or its outline drawn upon a small piece of birch bark which is carried
by a string around the neck or, 55 if the wearer be a Mide, he carries it in his ‘medicine
bag’ or pinjigosan. The future course of life of the faster is governed by his dream and

it sometimes occurs that because of giving an imaginary importance to the occurrence,
such as beholding, during the trance, some powerful manido or other object held in great
reverence by the members of the Mide Society, the faster becomes impressed with the
idea of becoming a Mide.”24

A detailed and extraordinary interesting account of the ceremony of initiation into the
Society of the Mide is given by Dr. W. J. Hoffman in the Report of the Bureau of Ethnology,
Volume, IX, 1885-1886. It is, regrettably, too lengthy for reproduction here.

There are four degrees and an elaborate ceremonial. The shooting of the migis, an avoid
shell, into the body of the novice four times to give him life and in different places that the
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functions of organs corresponding therewith may be properly exercised, the presence of
the Serpent Manido, the four distinct gifts of goods, the sweat bath for four successive
days, the four circuits of the otter, the four trees, one of which is planted at each corner

of the Midewidan, the four bear nests, the four doors of the fourth degree, the guardian of
the fourth degree—the turtle, and the cross, are strikingly significant from the angle of sex
symbolism.

Symbolism

To the writer of this chapter the symbolism connected with the shooting and the number
four is unescapable. The “arrow and target” as Inman points outt with a host of other

things as “spear and shield,” “
which brings about the formation of a new being, and as to the number four, indicating the

plow and furrow,” “spade and trench” is typical of the union

union of the three male elements with the one female, and illustrated in the crux ansata
from which the pallium is derived, the suggestion of universality in sex symbolism is
striking.

T Ancient Pagan and Modern Christian Symbolism.

Crux AnsataSymbol of Life according to the Egyptologists. It represents the male triad and
the female unit under a decent form.—Ancient Pagan and Modern Christian Symbolism.—
Inman.

Further as to symbolic numbers (the number seven is heretofore mentioned) Catlin14
recounts of the Mandan Indians living on the Missouri River that “the bull dance in front of
the medicine lodge repeated on the four days is danced four times on the first day, eight
times on the second, twelve times on the third, and sixteen times on the fourth ... which
added together make forty, the exact number of days it rained upon the earth according

to the Mosaic account to produce the Deluge. There are four sacrifices of black and blue
cloths over the door of the medicine lodge ... the visits of O-kee-hee-de (or evil spirit) were
paid to four of the buffaloes in the buffalo dance ... and in every instance the young men
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who underwent the torture before explained had four splints or skewers run through the
flesh on their legs, four through the arms, and four through the body.”

56

Catlin in the above analysis might have gone further, and multiplying the number forty by
the symbolic number seven obtained two hundred eighty, representing the ten menstrual
months of pregnancy.

And in the corn dancel4 four medicine men with a stalk of corn in one hand (phallic
emblem) and a rattlet in the other with their bodies painted with white, dance around the
kettle chanting a song of thanksgiving to the Great Spirit to whom the offering is made.

¥ Is it significant that this possibly from its oval shape is named she-she-quoi?

In passing it may be noted that white was among the Indians, as | am informed by Mr.
W. V. Smith, a symbol of peace, of which they had a larger appreciation than is popularly
understood.

Again—four men were selected by No-mohk-muck-a-nah to cleanse and prepare the
medicine lodge for the annual religious ceremony. One came from each point of the
compass and four sacks of water in form of large tortoisest rested on the floor of the
lodge. There four couples and four intervening couples of dancers.

t Male sexual symbol according to Inman.

And as this is written investigation is being made by officials of a trunk containing skulls
of four women, and inquiry is directed to the goings and (short) comings and as to the
personality of its possessor, supposed to be a negro. Apparently the number four has
an abiding place in and a special significance to the primitive mind. Major McCreery of
Flint has told me of a ceremonial among the Zuni Indians in which the numeral four is
conspicuously in evidence.

An article on “Scientific Uses for Michigan Folk-lore” by Harlan I. Smith has recently
appeared.” In this, Indian symbolism is featured. A ceremonial is mentioned in which a split
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arrow and two white doves are introduced and in the opinion of the author the proceedings
reveal unmistakable reference to puberty rites. It followed a fast of from ten to twenty

days and a dream in which appeared a nest surrounded by water like an island. All this

is vastly interesting and possibly susceptible of more than one interpretation. That it has
sexual significance is plain. The arrow is undoubtedly a phallic suggestion. Has the “nest
surrounded by water like an island” reference to the fetus in utero or to the anatomical
relation of the mons veneris and bladder?

There is a legend among the Pottawatomies that when Kitchemonedo made the world the
beings populating it looked like men but were perverse, ungrateful, wicked, and for this
they were drowned in a great lake. From this lake the world was withdrawn and a very
handsome man was manufactured to whom a sister was sent to cheer him in loneliness.

Afterward it was revealed to him in a dream that five young men would come courting

the sister. Usama (tobacco), Wapako (pumpkin), Eshkossimin (melon), Kokees (bean)
came one after another and each was turned down. “But when Tamin or Montamin which
is maize [corn] presented himself she opened the skin tapestry door of her lodge and
laughed very 57 heartily and gave him a friendly reception.” The italics are those of the
reviewer, but the sentence seems sufficiently significant to justify emphasis The form of
the wooer doubtless determined prompt penetration of the “lodge.” At all events “they were
immediately married and from this union the Indians sprung.”13

“At White Earth, however, some of the priests claim an additional [Migis] shell as
characteristic of this advanced degree and insist that this should be as nearly round
as possible, having a perforation through it by which it may be secured by a stand or
sinew.”24

Dr. Hoffman in the Bureau of Ethnology Report, 1885-1886, Page 154, quotes Hennepin
in the following tradition of Nokomis (the earth) and the birth of Manabush (Minabozho of
the Menomini) and his brother the Wolf. “A woman came down from Heaven and remained
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for some while—not finding Ground whereon to put her Foot. The Tortoise very officiously
offered its Back on the Surface of the Water. The woman came to rest upon it and fixed
herself there. The Filthiness and Dirt of the Sea gathering about the tortoise, America was
formed. The woman grew weary of solitude and fell asleep; a Spirit descended from above
and —'knew her imperceptibly.” From this “approach she conceived two Children which
came forth out of one of her Ribs.”

Like other narratives of Hennepin this has been discounted. Impious secular historians
suspect him of “drawing the long bow.” In any event if he consciously introduced the
tortoise as a sex symbol, as such it is well known to be, his digest of the tradition might
strike an unbeliever as somewhat worldly.

The pictographs of the jessakan or juggler's lodge with its triangle, at the apex of

which lines from the migis converge, and of the central ring into which the prophet
penetrates appearing on pages 252 and 253, Bureau of Ethnology Report, 1885-1886, are
symbolically suggestive.

In the fourth degree “the pupil receives instruction in making effective charms,
compounding love powder, etc. This love powder is held in high esteem, and its
composition is held a profound secret, to be transmitted only when a great fee is paid.”24

To the preservation of this secret or at least for its concealment from the eye of the
unsophisticated, Dr. Hoffman would apparently contribute, but the liberty is taken of
translating his Latin thus: “Vermillion; powdered snake root; small portion of blood expelled
by a girl during her first menstruation; and a piece of ginseng cut from the bifurcation of
the root and powdered. These are mixed and put into small buck-skin bag.” This powder
“is carried in a small bag made of buck-skin or cloth which the Wabeno carefully deposits
within his Midé sack, but which is transferred to another sack of like size and loaned to the
applicant for a valuable consideration.”24
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Of a tradition in which the Sun and Spirit restored a boy to life Dr. Hoffman writes:
58

“The revelation received by the boy was in the above manner imparted to the Indians. The
reference to twelve—three times the sacred number four—signifies that the twelve chief
priests shall succeed each other before death will come to the narrator. It is observed,
also, that a number of the words are archaic, which fact appears to be an indication of
some antiquity, at least, of the tradition.”24

Therapy

“The American Indian's theory of disease is the theory of the Chaldean, the Assyrian, the
Hebrew, the Greek and the Roman—all bodily ailments are attributed to the maleficence
of spirits who must be expelled or placated. Where there is only one person sick, the
exercises consist of singing and drumming exclusively.”24 (Bourke.)

“It must be conceded that the monotonous intonation of the medicine-man is not without
good results, especially in such ailments as can be benefited by the sleep which such
singing induces.” Bourke recalls cases that recovered under the sedative influence of the
chanting “after our surgeons hand abandoned the case.”24

“There are allusions by several authorities to the necessity of confession by the patient
before the efforts of the medicine-men can prove efficacious.”24 Psychoanalysis, take
notice!

“The medicine-men of the Apache are paid by each patient or by his friends at the time
they are consulted.”24 Doctors, careless in bookkeeping, take notice!

Two medicine-women Bourke has known. They “devote their attention principally to
obstetrics, and have many peculiar stories to relate concerning prenatal influences and
matters of that sort.”24
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“The main reliance for nearly all disorders is the sweat bath, which is generally conductive
to sound repose. All Indians know the benefit to be derived from relieving an overloaded
stomach, and resort to the titillation of the fauces with a feather to induce nausea. | have
seen the Zuni take great drafts, of lukewarm water and then practice the above as a
remedy for dyspepsia.”24

“When a pain has become localized and deep seated, the medicine men resort to suction
of the part affected, and raise blisters in that way. .. After a long march | have seen Indians
of different bands expose the small of the back uncovered to the fierce heat of a pile of
embers to produce a rubefacient effect. .. They are all dextrous in the manufacture of
splints out of willow twigs, and seem to meet with much success in their treatment of gun-
shot wounds, which they do not dress as often a white practitioners.”24 (Bourke.)

“It should not be forgotten that the world owes a large debt to the medicine-men of
America who first discovered coca, sarsaparilla, jalap, cinchona and guiacum. They
understood the administration of enemata, and have an apparatus made of the paunch of
a sheep and a hollow leg bone.”24

59

The Apache's “medicine shirt,” his “phylacteries,” his “medicine sash” are discussed in
Bourke's interesting contribution to ethnology but limitation as to space forbids further
guotation.

It is small wonder that exorcism and incantation should have played such an important
part in Indian medicine. Have we not the history of the Salem witchcraft excitement

among the superior (?) people of civilized New England? Are not emotional storms and
hysterical demonstrations still prevalent? With what cults and faddists and fakirs present
day medicine is still beset! How far advanced is the so-called “public” in composite thinking
on medical matters?
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“A pioneer suffering from an injury to the jaw was in terrible pain all night. A squaw wanted
to see his hurts, and insisted, though he pushed her away. She came back with some
roots and a stone, pounded up the roots into a poultice and put over his face, and in two
hours he was having a good sleep ... ‘twas sure that the Indian had quite a knowledge

of simple remedies aside from the jugglery of their medicine-men.”17 (Reminiscences of
Kalamazoo"™—1832.)

“Mr. Cisler says that the Indians were excellent doctors. They knew the medical values of
all kinds of herbs. One day when his little sister was seriously burned an Indian appeared,
obtained some basswood leaves, wilted them in hot water and bound them on the wound
stating that in ‘three sleeps’ the girl would be better. And this proved true. In after years a
squaw cured Mr. Cisler of a disease which white doctors with the best medical education

were unable to conquer.”17

“Shabbona Shows Skill in the Treatment of a Wound”

“During his lifetime Shabbona had a reputation as a healer, as the following anecdote
would imply: A pioneer had a daughter whose hand had become injured and subsequently
infected. In desperation the father sought the Indian's aid after the wound had resisted
home treatment. For two weeks the red man remained in this household, administering the
remedies his empiric knowledge had taught him to apply. The results were everything that
could have been desired, for several years since the present proprietress of Shabbona
Grove [in De Kalb County], an octogenarian, still proudly exhibited to historians, who in
1922 sought her out, the scars upon her hand as evidence of the old chief's skill.”10

“In addition to their herb treatment, the Cherokees frequently resort to sweat baths,
bleeding, rubbing, and cold baths in the running stream.”25 (Mooney, “Sacred Formulas of
the Cherokees.”)
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“Bleeding is resorted to in a number of cases, especially in rheumatism and in preparing
for the ball play. There are two methods of performing the operation, bleeding proper and
scratching, the latter being preparatory to rubbing in the medicine,t which is thus brought
into more direct contactt This is like old-fashioned scarification. 60 with the blood. The
bleeding is performed with a small cupping horn, to which suction is applied in the ordinary
manner, after scarification with a flint or piece of broken glass.”24

“Rubbing, used commonly for pains and swelling of the abdomen, is a very simple
operation performed with the tip of the finger or the palm of the hand, and cannot be
dignified with the name of massage.”24

“Scarification is quite common.” The Apache scouts when tired lashed their legs “with
bunches of nettles until the blood flowed,” this to relieve exhaustion.24 (Bourke.)

Dr. Fordyce Grinnell, sometime resident physician, Wichita Agency, is quoted as saying,
“Wet cupping is resorted to quite frequently. The surface is scarified by a sharp stone or
knife, and a buffalo horn is used as a cupping-glass. Cauterizing with red hot irons is not
frequently employed.”24

“When the doctor is called to his patient he commence operation by excluding all white
men and all who disbelieve in the efficacy of his incantations.”24 What a luminous
example to the Eddyites!

“The four medicine bags to be seen in the picture are worthy of attention. They were
carefully examined under a powerful glass by Dr. D. C. Yarrow, United States Army, in the
city of Washington, and pronounced to be human scrota.”24

Hoddentin, the pollen of the tule, was “the sacrificial powder of the Apaches and was
used for the benefit of the sick by the medicine-men who in the intervals between chants”
applied this yellow powder to the forehead of the patient, then in form of a cross upon
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his breast, then in a circle around his couch, then upon the heads of the chanters and of
sympathizing friends, and lastly upon their own heads and into their own mouths.24

It is a significant fact that one of the scrota above mentioned contained “a vegetable
powder resembling Hoddentin” and that “when an Apache girl attains the age of puberty,
among other ceremonies performed upon her, they throw Hoddentin to the sun and strew
it about her.”24

Hoddentin is used as a remedy for headache and when it is desired to render him
amenable to handling, a snake crawls through this, held in the left hand at the opening of
his den.24

Among the Zuni Indians a substance called Kunque was used as a reward to successful
maidens who participated in “a phallic dance and ceremonies.”24

The throwing of flour by the Moqui and of a “snow white powder” by the Ojibwa and the
possible analogy between the practice and the use of “love powders” among the rustics
of Great Britain and the sprinkling of flour and meal common among primitive people are
mentioned in this connection.

“There seems to have been used in Japan in very ancient days a powder identical with the
Hoddentin, and like it credited with the power to cure and rejuvenate.”24

And apropos the pronounced relationship of tribes to one another—*no 61 allusion has yet
been made to the Hoddentin of the Navajo who are the brothers of the Apache. Surgeon
Matthews has referred to it under the name of tqu-di-tin or ta-di-tin, ‘the pollen, especially
the pollen of corn.” This appears to me to be a very interesting case of a compromise
between the religious ideas of two entirely different systems of sects. The Navajo, as
known to us, are the offspring of the original Apache.”24
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“This [pounded galena] they tell me is a ‘great medicine’ fully equal to Hoddentin but more
difficult to obtain.” “No one seems to understand the reason for its employment.”24

“Their doctors and practitioners have no knowledge of anatomy, neither of the circulation
of the blood nor pathology of diseases.”13 (This is written of the Creeks. Compare
Hunter's reference to dislocations.)

For fevers they used the red root, for pleurisy they used sassafras.
“The big prairie weed is used as an emetic, taken with tea.”13

“They do not bleed in fevers. The Creeks never amputate. They have two modes of
treating eruptions of the skin [decotions and steaming].”13

“In the treatment of wounds the Cherokee doctors exhibit a considerable degree of skill
but as far as any internal ailment is concerned the average farmer's wife is worth all the
doctors in the whole tribe.”

“The faith of the patient has much to do with his recovery, for the Indian has the same
implicit confidence in the Shaman that a child has in a more intelligent physician. The
ceremonies and prayers are well calculated to inspire this feeling, and the effect thus
produced upon the mind of the sick man undoubtedly reacts favorably upon his physical
organization.”24 (Mooney.)

Quoting La Hontan, Dr. Hoffman writes, “They have told me frequently that sleeping and
sweating would cure the most stubborn diseases in the world.”

Repeatedly during the initiation ceremonies the candidate must resort to the sudatory.
“When seated within he is supplied with water which he keeps for making vapor by pouring
it upon heated stones. ... This act of purification is absolutely necessary and must be
performed once each day for four days.”24 (Hoffman.)
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“Fig. 311 represents a Jessakid curing a sick woman by sucking the demon through a
bone tube” and in Fig. 32, “the priestis shown __ holding his rattle, the line extending
from his eye to the patient's abdomen, signifying that he has located the demon and is
about to begin his exorcism.”24 (Hoffman.)

T Referring to an illustration in Dr. Hoffman's writings, not represented here.

John D. Hunter24 devotes a chapter each to “Observations on the Materia Medica of the
Indians” and “Observations on the Indian Practice of Surgery and Medicine.” In the first
he lists more than three score remedies giving each its Indian name and equivalent as

“It stops the blood flowing out” (Astringent root), “It expels the wind” (Anise), “It makes
sick” (Black locust), “Eye-ball of the Buck” (Buck-eye), with which the 62 eminent Dr. E.
McDowell of Danville, Kentucky, made several experiments on himself with the kernel

of the nut in frequently repeated doses of a few grains each” and found after increasing
doses “the effects were very similar to what three grains of opium would have produced in
the same length of time.”

Other remedies were “Cooling Plant,” applied to swellings, “It pukes,” the meaning of
which is obvious, Nay [May?] Apple used as an antidote for poison, “lIron,” “Paint Root” (to
make sleep) which if much handled induces sleep and “is sometimes given as an opiate

in very minute doses,” “To expel wind” (Spikenard), “Tobacco,” and others. Of the latter

it is recorded that “cure for bite of snake” an annual plant in large quantities in infusion is
administered, the wound is sucked and care taken to wash the mouth frequently with water
and to chew tobacco.

As to surgery, Hunter has known them to stop hemorrhages which he was persuaded
would otherwise have proved fatal. Among other resources was “hair of various animals
bandaged to the parts affected.” Troublesome ulcers have been treated by removing

“the fungous parts either by escharotics or cautery.” In treating dislocations they induce
extreme nausea for the purpose of muscular relaxation. They use the point of the scalping
knife to extract a bullet which has lodged near the surface. Deep bullet wounds are
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usually left to heal from below or the missile to become encapsulated. Slippery elm bark
is sometimes introduced far into the wound, establishing, apparently, a crude sort of
drainage. Incisions are sometimes made in the skin over a deep wound when surface
healing is too rapid.

For the very prevalent rheumatism the Indians “seek a great variety of remedies, the
principal of which are bleeding, steam bathing, warm infusions, fomentings, sweatings,
frictions, unctions,” and for diarrhea they “puke, sweat, and give astringents.”

Of consumption Hunter says, “this disease but rarely occurs.”

In the discussion of Mide therapeutics, Hoffman24 writes, “In some of the remedies
mentioned below, there may appear to be philosophic reasons for their administration,
but upon closer investigation it has been learned that the cure is not attributed to a
regulation or restoration of functional derangement, but to the removal or even expulsion
of malevolent beings.” Follows a long list of medicaments from which the following are
selected:

White Pine.—Leaves crushed and boiled to relieve headache.

Balsam Fir.—Bark scraped from the trunk and a decoction used to induce diaphoresis, the
gum taken internally as a remedy for gonorrhea and soreness in the chest from colds.

Hemlock.—Outer bark powdered and crushed and used internally for diarrhea.
Sap from the Sugar Maple and inner bark of the Yellow Birch.—Used as a diuretic.

False Spikenard.—Decoction of leaves used by lying-in women.
63
Choke Cherry.—A drink used during gestation.
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Seneca Snake Root.—For coughs and colds.

Wild Plum.—Rootlets crushed and boiled for diarrhea.

Striped Maple.—Inner bark used as an emetic.

Black Ash.—Inner bark soaked in warm water, an application for sore eyes.
Cat-tail.—Crushed as a poultice for sores.

White Sumac.—Roots boiled for diarrhea.

Canada Violet.—Decoction used for pains in the region of the bladder.
Lopseed.—Decoction for rheumatic pains in the legs.

Stick Weed.—Fumes inhaled for headache.

After giving a list of twenty plants in use medicinally among the Cherokees, James
Mooney is “Sacred Formulas of the Cherokees” writes as follows: “Taking the
Dispensatory as the standard and assuming that this list is a fair epitome of what the
Cherokees knew concerning the medical properties of plants, we find that five plants, 25
per cent of the whole number, are correctly used; twelve, 60 per cent, are presumably
either worthless or incorrectly used, and three plants, 15 per cent, are so used that it is
difficult to say whether they are of any benefit or not. Granting that two of these three
produced good results as used by the Indians, we should have 35 per cent, or about
one-third of the whole, as the proportion actually possessing medical virtues, while the
remaining two-thirds are inert, if not positively injurious.”24

The root of a plant, gogimish, was said to have been used by the Indians to produce
paralysis of the face. What this plant is or if poisonous, Dr. Hoffman was unable to learn,
and whether rattlesnake venom or possibly strychnine was mixed therewith, he does not
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determine. As to the former, he deems it improbable because of “experiments made by
several well known physiologists, and particularly by Dr. Coxe (Dispensatory, 1839) who
employed the contents of the venom sack, mixed with bread, for the cure of rheumatism.”
However, he writes, “I mention this because of my personal knowledge of six cases

at White Earth in which paralysis of one side of the face occurred soon after the Mide
administered this compound. In nearly all of them the distortion disappeared after a lapse
of from six weeks to three months, though one is known to have continued for several
years with no sign of recovery. ... It is also alleged by almost everyone acquainted with the
Ojibwa that they do possess poisons, and that they employ them when occasion demands
in the removal of personal enemies or the enemies of those who amply reward the Mide
for such service.”24

“Upon his return home after the first visit, he discovered lying upon the floor under his bed
a Mide sack which contained some small parcels with which he was unfamiliar, but was
afterward told that one of them consisted of ‘love powder.” He stated that he had grown
children, and the idea of marrying again was out of the question, not only on their account
but because he was now too old. The missionary reasoned with him and suggested a

64 course of procedure the result of which had not been learned when the incident was
related.”24

And that's that. But why does the Doctor leave a curious world in the dark as to what was
recommended by the missionary?

The use of coca among the natives of Peru to enable them to endure the fatigue of long
journeys, the discovery of opium and of the cinchona preparations, the use of arrow
poisons said to have been composed of strophanthus or aconite are hardly pertinent

to a discussion of medicine as related to the practice of North American Indians but an
interesting fact of history is the avidity with which alcoholic drinks were welcomed by the
Indians and the ravages therefrom created among them.
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There appears, it would seem, universally in human kind a call from time to time for
emotional uplift, the dulling of painful reactions, even the temporary oblivion which
intoxication accomplishes. Speke, if the writer correctly remembers—the reading was long
ago—discovered among a primitive people in Central Africa, never theretofore in contact
with the white or other so-called “cultured” race, an alcoholic brew made from certain
native plants or roots. The narrative was extremely interesting but its detail is forgotten. It
must be assumed that the eagerness displayed on the part of the Indians of North America
to take on this particular “white man's burden” indicates that the secret of distillation from
corn, of which there was raised a plenty, was unknown to them.

“Signs of corn fields, rows of corn hills overgrown with turf, could be seen at an early day
upon this prairie where Charlotte now stands.”20 (Edward A. Foote.)

“The food plants cultivated by our Indians were Indian corn, beans, squashes, and
perhaps melons and pumpkins, all indigenous to America.”20

“Every corn-crib is a monument to the Indians’ contribution to one of the world's greatest
staples.”20

“The five Nations made planting of corn their business.”20

Out of the use of rum with the Indians as a bribe or to keep them in countenance, trouble
arose as appears in the following correspondence: “Chambly, 24th August, 1776.“The
General likewise directs me to inform you that the full quantity of rum as is usual has not
been given to the Indians and that there will be sent up to your post as much of that Article
as will make up the deficiency among the Indians of your neighborhood.”

Evidently they had carried the liquor subsidy too far. Major DePeyster in addressing
Indians in Council with himself at Detroit, April, 1782, says, “I have to advise you to get
cloathing [sic] ammunition or such things that may be necessary for you at home for
the skins you have brought here to trade and avoid buying of that pernicious Liquor
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[rum] which so often deprives my children of their reason, for such as carry from hence
necessaries find the advantage when they arrive at their village, while those who take rum
perceive they gain nothing but indisposition—the General with the 65 Indians below have
requested that Liquor be withheld as they find that the Indians drink to excess and ruin
their constitution.”17

But the same Major DePeyster who shows sufficient respect for the word “Liquor” to
capitalize it, in council May, 1782, with chiefs and warriors of the Ottawas, Wyandots,
Chippewas, and Pottawatomies, promises them, “The water [rum] you ask for shall be
provided for you to sharpen your hatchets and | shall be glad to hear your sentiments as
soon as possible.”17

And Captain Robertson asks in what manner he is to act at that post without liquor and
complains, “I am sorry and ten times so that | ever came here to be obliged to cringe and
borrow Rum from Traders on account of Government and they making a merit of giving it
is very distressing and all that for a mere Bagatelle.”17 (Haldimand Papers.)

The Americans also had their troubles in this connection. Colonel Morgan, then in the
American Army, writes from Philadelphia, August 14, 1783, “Brothers, The Chiefs and
Warriors of the Six Nations have been a long time Drunk and possessed with the Evil
Spirit. They are now coming to themselves.”17 (Haldimand Papers.)

“As regards brandy, | do not venture to express an opinion about it, as | know that those
who prescribe rules of conduct for others have not decided whether it is permissible or
forbidden to give them any.”

“They [the Indians] must have it whatever cost; and it appears to me that it will be
most difficult to forbid them the use of it altogether.”17 (Observation of the Compte de
Maurepas, Cadillac Papers.)
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In the Fourth of July celebration in Grand Rapids in 1840, “liquid refreshments included
without extra charge,” Ira S. Hatch “danced a jig upon the tables” and “Chief Mex-ci-ne-ne
offered a toast ‘The Pale Faces and the Red Men.””9

“When the Indians had recovered from their spree they resumed their arms, and then their
ladies got drunk in turn. Their jubilee was not as loud nor as exciting as that of their lords,
but it was sufficiently so to satisfy their modest desires.”6

“From 1855 to 1865 the Indians added startling experiences to the daily life and practice
of the few physicians, who risked health and fortune in this settlement. Seldom did these
red men visit Bay City but what a general carouse ensued, ending usually in a brawl and
bloodshed. Then the doctor would be sent for and, at the risk of meeting the although too
promiscuous blade of the hunting knife, would bind up the wounded and maimed, or assist
at the inquest of the dead.”7

“Possessing a desire for a financial career he [Pierre Morreau] embarked in business in

Detroit and meeting disaster, made shipwreck. He brought the remnants of his goods to

the valley of the St. Joseph and joined the Indians. Forgetting his family, name, race and
lineage, he married a squaw and tried to drown himself in drink....

“Pierre Morreau was the father of seven half-breeds, four sons and three daughters.
Sanquoquette, his eldest son and successor, was a splendid 66 specimen of physical
manhood, standing six feet, three inches. A man of strong will, inheriting his mother's
crafty nature and the many talents of his father, he was well equipped for his place as
leader. He was winning and courteous in manner, a gifted orator, gentle and polite when
sober, but a fiend when drunk. A white man when drunk in bad, a drunken Indian is worse,
but a drunken half-breed is a fiend incarnate. Sanquoquette was a fiend incarnate. Such
was the condition of the reservation when the first white settler came to the post in 1831 to
make a home in the present township of Mendon and assist the Godfroys in their store.”17
(The French Settlement of St. Joseph County”—Mrs. Alexander Custard.)
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At a meeting of the Michigan Historical Society in 1841, the President, Dr. Douglas
Houghton, “presented a pamphlet copy of an address delivered before the Chippewa
County Temperance Society on the influence of ardent spirits on the condition of the North
American Indians.”

In his Autobiography, Dr. N. M. Thomas writes, “Two wigwams in Prairie Ronde were

occupied in 1830 by Indians, Saginaw and Tawwan. The former was assassinated by
another Indian, the other under the influence of a debauch fell prostrate into a roasting
fire.”

The Indians “kept no domestic animals except dogs and ponies. In traveling and hunting
they were generally mounted on horseback and all rode astride without regard to sex and
in single file which formed the trails that traversed the county in different directions. The
use of ardent spirits and tobacco seemed to be universal among them and whenever
they could get intoxicated, which they could do in great abundance whenever they came
in contact with the white trader, they would drink until practically all became drunk or
“squibby” as they called it. They used money (shuneaw), skins or furs to but it.”

With “The Law”

“An Indian was convicted of murder in the winter of '39-'40 and would have been hanged
except for application for a new trial.”

How natural and contemporaneous this reads.

In the neighborhood of Quincy in 1836 was the remainder of a tribe of Pottawatomies
under a chief Bawbeese, who had an attractive daughter on whom he doted and lavished
gifts including a milk white pony on which “she skimmed over the plains as free as a bird.”
She resisted divers and sundry wooings but eventually made a bad bet and married a
drunken Indian who pawned her pony in payment of whisky bills. She snatched his hunting
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knife from his belt and plunged it in his heart. Her father had to preside over the council
and pass sentence upon her. This he did and she was executed.

The above story is gleaned from “Pioneer Recollections” but the author, Mr. James H.
Lawrence, is not responsible for any crudities therein. It is incorporated here as pro-
eighteenth amendment and public health propaganda.

67

Mr. Mitchell (Dr. David Mitchell)—of whom much more elsewhere (See Chapter IV) in this
history—"had certainly some expense and a deal of trouble in attending the Canadians
and some with the Indians,” writes Captain Robertson to Secretary Matthews, September
26, 1783.

Indeed “cares of the world” and elusiveness if not “deceitfulness of riches,” he experienced
in abundance. Captain Robertson “thought five shillings Halifax until the work stoped [sic]
and 2-6 per Day after, on account of the Indians, to be about sufficient.” Dr. Mitchell had
sent in his account at the rate of “8s New York currency per Day” for the entire period.17
(Haldimand Papers.)

The following letter is submitted with the cautionary word that its inferences are not
applicable to present day practice.

Michigan State Library, Lansing.March 26, 1927.
My dear Dr. Burr:

Miss Curtis had made diligent search in Jesuit Relations and finds no medical man
mentioned. There was just this item on page 129 in speaking of the lllinois Indians: “They
are liberal in cases of iliness, and think that the effect of the medicines administered to
them is in proportion to the presents given to the physicians.”Cordially yours, Mary E.
Frankhauser, Librarian.
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Childbirth

“It is said that the Indian women bring forth children with very little pain but | believe it

is merely an opinion. It is true they are strong and hardy and will support fatigue to the
moment of their delivery; but this does not prove they are exempt from the common
feelings of the sex on such trying occasions. A young woman of the Rat Nation has been
known to be in labour a day and a night without a groan. The force of example acting upon
their pride will not allow these poor creatures to betray a weakness or express the pain
they feel, probably lest the husband should think her unworthy of his future attention and
despise both mother and child.”3 (“Voyages and Travels”—J. Long.)

Dr. Zina Pitcher's Observationson Indian Medicine and Surgery

As might be conjectured from the appearance of his name at the head of the article,
Dr. Zina Pitcher has given a conclusive and convincing word on Indian medicine and
surgery.13

“Nothing aspiring to the dignity of a science can,” he declares, “be supposed to exist
among a people who have no written language, no literature, nor books, although much
practical knowledge may be preserved in their traditions and the spirit of poetry be
embalmed in the legendary lyrics of their tribes.”

Dr. Pitcher does not “attempt to exalt the intelligence of the Indian” but aims in this article
“to show that he has used faculties as discriminating and arrived at results equally as
important and correct as those achieved by 68 his more fortunate neighbors in a far
different state of civil advancement.” To accomplish this end, he points to the “medical
science of two hundred year ago.” He enumerates various occupational diseases directly
traceable to the pursuits of a civilized people and finds that “most of the organic affections
and in fact a large proportion of the tree hundred genera which make up the nosological
table of diseases—a knowledge of which constitutes pathology, a distinct but recent and
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important science,—are peculiar to the civilized state. The simpler functional disorders are
those to which the Indian is liable. To the treatment of these he has a materia medica and
system of therapeutics ... very well adapted.”13 And as to the psychic sphere, insanity, he
declares, is much more prevalent among a civilized than it is among a savage people.

The Indians’ knowledge of anatomy is in great measure comparative and derived from
acquaintance with the structure of the higher order of animals. “They have names for

all the important organs of the body; know their position, have definite ideas of their use
and of the manner in which they perform their office. A striking instance of the truth of
this remark occurred whilst the writer was stationed at Fort Brady as long ago as 1839. A
cow whose history | knew was to be slaughtered by order of the Commissary of the Post,
and, with a view to verifying the doctrine then taught by physiologists so far as her case
furnish the proof, that the number of impregnations that had taken place in a viviparous
animal could be determined by the eschars upon the ovaria ... | was present to make the
necessary examination.” Seeing Dr. Pitcher thus engaged an old Chippewa voyageur
remarked, “That is the way the Indians tell how many young beavers to look for in a lodge
if they first chance to capture the mother of the family.”

Dr. Pitcher compares to the disparagement of the former the relative knowledge of the
Chinese and Indians in anatomy and physiology, and as regards treatment he knows

“of nothing in Indian practice which indicates such grossness of taste on the part of the
people who used and prepared them as some of the formulee for the preparation of
remedies which may be found in a book written during the prevalence of the great plague
in London in the latter part of the seventeenth century.” The examples cited at length are
powders made from the hair and nails, the application of spittle to eruptions on the skin,
dried menstrual blood for the falling sickness and stone, the secundines for the cure of
scrofula, semen for protection against witchcraft “and the imbecility of the instruments of
generation,” human dung mixed with honey as a cure for quinsy, these and others, ad
nauseam.
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The author then passes on to the “Perennials of History” (the quacks) and discusses the
tar water of Bishop Berkley Perkins’ tractors, “the animal magnetism of Miss Prescott and
her disciples, and the homeopathic granules of Hahnemann” and reaches the indisputable
conclusion that he has said enough “to vindicate the character of the red man.”

69

Follows an analysis of the Indian's methods in medicine and surgery and enumeration of
plants employed in his therapeusis. These are too lengthy for reproduction here but are
illuminating and should be read in their entirety. The impression long entertained by the
reviewer that in medicinal treatment the profession in its “progress” has been deflected too
far from the trail of the “simples” and the practical is surprisingly confirmed.

“The Age culls simples” quotes the accomplished and erudite Dr. A. B. Lyons in a papert
before the Detroit Academy of Medicine in 1878, a censure of the “materialistic spirit of our
scientific studies that is | fear too just even this nineteenth century.”

T “The Indigenous Medical Plants of Michigan.” Detroit Lancet. Vol. I, p. 197.

As to care of the surgically ailing and wounded Dr. Pitcher writes:

“When strangulated there is no remedy in the range of Indian surgery, but for simple
hernia they contrive a bandage and compression which affords effectual relief.13

“They make an excellent splint out of the bark of a tree.”

“Wounds received in that way are cleansed by the vegetable decoctions already
mentioned which are introduced by means of a bladder and quill made to perform the
functions of a syringe ... and to guard against the premature closing of the external orifice
they introduce a tent made of a piece of the bark of the slippery elm which has firmness
enough to admit of its introduction to any required depth whilst the great amount of
mucilage it contains prevents the irritation of the surface with which it lies in contact.13
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“Incised wounds of any considerable extent are brought together with sutures made from
the inner bark of the basswood or the fibre of the long tendon of the leg of a deer which

they do not remove till after the sixth day. After this they carefully wash the wound with a
decoction of a lichen found on the borders of brooks, or the basswood or slippery elm.”13

“In time of war the Indians prepare litters for the transportation of their wounded made of
long poles lashed together by cross-pieces and filled in with bark,”23

The following are extracts from interesting communications received from Dr. W. B.
Hinsdale, Custodian of Michigan Archeology, University of Michigan:

“I have given considerable attention to ‘Indian Medicine.” The Indians contributed
abundantly from their pharmacy to the pioneers, who passed on the uses of many

roots and herbs to the pioneer doctors. Of course the doctor usually obtained his native
plants from rural collectors, or more likely from the old time druggist. | suppose if one
were to have accused them of borrowing from the Indians, they would have denied it,
because they did not know the actual, original sources of the same, but the fact remains,
nevertheless, that the pharmacy, up to a few years ago, was made up very largely of
native plants the original use of which was by the natives.

“It would be no more derogatory to the doctors to have obtained knowledge of the
medicinal plants from the Indians than it is to us to have taken over from them the
consumption and culture of Indian corn, potatoes, sweet potatoes, pumpkins, squashes,
melons, the making of maple sugar, and so forth. There are still living in the state or
closely adjacent thereto, numbers of Indians, in or past middle life, who still collect and
practice with the native herbs, and since they contributed somewhat to the white doctors’
pharmacy, deserve intensive investigation. In my opinion, a valuable contribution 70 to the
history of medicine, which has never been systematically undertaken, would be before it is
too late, such a study as | have suggested.
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“I have also paid considerable attention to collecting medicines from the living Indians

in various Chippewa, Ottawa and Pottawatomie localities. The plants are mostly well
preserved, labelled with the Indians’ names and nearly all identified. Those that are not
identified botanically, can easily be made out. | have the Indian formulsefor a good many
mixtures and the ‘indications.” So soon as the Museum is ensconced in its new building,
| intend to prepare an exhibit of Michigan Indian pharmacy. This material is available for
your use if you wish.

“The living Indians in the state, and no doubt elsewhere, are still practicing almost entirely
their own ‘medicine.’” | know a number of them that are ‘doctors’ and have enjoyed
conversing with them. Sometimes they are a little ‘shy’ about telling all one wishes to find
out, because the old mysteries and superstitions are not by any means eradicated from
their primitive traits.

Perforated Skulls and Trephining

“In this State certain human skulls are found with circular perforations. These are very
characteristic, the only others known being a few which have been found in Canada, and if
more are discovered light may be thrown eventually on their origin and purpose.”17

“It has never been my good fortune to notice an example of trephining among our savage
tribes, although | have seen a good many wounded, some of them in the head. Terphining
has been practiced by the aborigines of America and the whole subject as noted among
the primitive peoples of all parts of the globe has been treated in a monograph by Dr.
Robert Fletcher, U. S. Army.”24 (Bourke.)

There is evidence that trephining was at least occasionally practiced by Michigan Indians
for what reason is not clear, whether for the purpose of “securing the button as a fetish,”
as suggested by Hrdlicka of “for some medico-religious reason; to let a bad spirit out or a
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good one in; either of which, of course, is a wild conjecture. The fact remains that perfectly
normal skulls were trephined while the subject was alive.”20

In the University of Michigan is a specimen of real trephining (See cut). “The edges of the
opening show unmistakable evidence of a well-advanced healing process which could
have gone on only during life.”20

Concerning the matter Dr. Hillsdale writes as follows:

“I have looked up some of the references about perforated skulls in Michigan. If one will
refer to Smithsonian Report, 1875, pages 234 to 245, he will find reports of several such
specimens, report being given by Dr. Henry Gillman. If he will refer to “Memorials of a Half
Century,” by Bela Hubbard, pages 236 and 237, he will find a comment upon the same
subject. There are other citations that might be made, but the one by Gillman is the basis
of all other comments that have been made upon the subject. | have taken a great deal of
pains to locate the skulls referred to by Gillman. | am of the opinion that they are packed
away in some Eastern museum, because Mr. Gillman is known to have disposed of a
great many finds from this state to Eastern institutions. Last year at Peabody Museum,
Harvard, | located some rare artifacts from this state that had been sold by Coffinberry of
Grand Rapids to that institution. | did not have time to ‘dig up’ in that place any skeletons
or parts thereof. | think it would be possible by correspondence, and otherwise, to locate
Gillman's specimens.”

“Your note referring to trephines at hand. | have a skull which show attempted operation
around a large irregular in the side. This ‘operation,’ if it be a real artificial attempt, as |
think it is, is altogether dissimilar to the ‘round hole’ trephining as in the illustration you now
have. It is a Michigan specimen. | think we have a full-sized photograph of it which you
may have to examine, if you wish.”

“Dr. W. B. Hinsdale in 1925 brought out his book on ‘Primitive Man 71 in Michigan,” a
very comprehensive and instructive book, especially for the amateur, as practically 90
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per cent of our membership [of the State Archeological Society] is composed of those
enthusiastically interested but scientifically untrained.

“Dr. Carl E. Guthe, Director of Anthropology, University of Michigan, has recently prepared
a little brief on ‘Notes on the Excavation of Indian Mounds and Graves in Michigan.” Other
publications that have maintained an interest in our work, all by Dr. Hinsdale, are ‘The
Missaukee Preserve

Trephined Skull Skull taken from Devil River Mound, Alpena County. Healing well
advanced.

and the Rifle River Forts,” ‘An Unusual Trephined Skull from Michigan,” a lecture on ‘Corn,’
a paper on ‘Waterways of the Indian,” and ‘Religion at the Algonquin Level,” and the writer
has prepared several mimeographed letters to members on the general progress of the
work.”16 (Edw. J. Stevens.)

“Traces of Indian mounds may still be seen in Lawton ... before the plow had disturbed
these elevations they were in some cases very clearly defined and contained ... Indian
relies. ... In 1840 one Wetherby, a hunter, opened these mounds and found within them
human bones and flint arrow heads. At that time beech-trees sixteen inches in diameter
were growing on some of these mounds.”8

72

A Pioneer's Impressions

“These [the Indians] are a people of strange peculiarities, some of which | will make
mention in my history.”t The ladies and children were afraid of them “intruding unknown

to us” and “would fasten up the doors and even the windows,” but “after all they would
manage some way to get in by unfastening the door and it was no uncommon thing to
wake up and discover several of them sitting around the fire drying their moccasins... They
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would be careful not to talk loud or to make much noise and we would be equally so to
[sic].”

T A Pioneer History of the Township of Grand Blanc. Alvah Brainerd. See also Chapter V.

“There was a hole dug up and about four feet deep and two feet across it, one mile from
my place on the bank of the Thread river. Report has it that in 1812 the Indians took a
white man prisoner at Detroit, and brought him here and dug and stoned up this hole and
then placed the man in it and burned him. The stones show the effect of fire.”

“At about the same time some Indians were on their way to Detroit to engage in war.t
When about half way to Pontiac from Grumlaw, one of these Indians from some cause,
would not consent to fight on either side. Of course such an Indian can't live. He was

shot while standing, he reeled and staggered backward, then struck on his left hip and
shoulder. After that every Indian had to go through the same performance, to teach them
what the effect of disobedience would be. The Indian in falling made nine tracks, then fell,
which was called the Indian ‘nine tracks'... | have been on the trail several times and tried
to go through the performance for the novelty of the thing. The trail was very plain, being
worn quite deep, and so were the ‘nine tracks’ and the place of the hip and shoulder as he
staggered and fell outside the trail, and they were plain to be seen in 1834.”

T The War of 18127

“Canada gave every male Indian, old or young, at this time, fifty cents in silver yearly as a
bounty. One day | counted one hundred and twenty-five Indians and squaws on their way
to Malden, in Canada, for their fifty cents. Some of them came from as far as Mackinaw. It
was in the month of July, and it was a hot or warm day—one young squaw had a papoose
about three weeks old, laid upon a newly peeled piece of bark, upon its back, bare-headed
and almost in a nude state with the sun shining down upon it, and the bark laying upon her
arms in front of her. The child could not be carried any other way, being so young [for fifty
cents]. On their return back to Grumlaw [now Grand Blanc] they would spend about all with
Rufus Stevens for whisky, as he kept Indian goods.”
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They caroused, then subsequently pillaged; were sobered slowly by Mr. Stevens through
diluting the whisky. The latter could give cards and spades to any present day profiteer if
the story that he “used to charge them fifty cents for a gun flint that cost one penny, or take
half of a tanned deer skin for it,” is reliable.

Of therapeutic interest is the story of “my sister's son a small child” who “had been lately
burned by hot water and he was taking on bitterly.” 73 A squaw asked if the burn was by
fire or water (squota or nabish). “She called for my ‘waugauquet or ax’ and sent a boy to
the woods with it who “returned with some black cherry bark, when she took the meat part
and chewed it until it became a gum which she spread on the burn and the effect was
wonderful. The child quickly became quiet and soon was well.”

Wish fulfilment could have had no part in the “dream the Indians would come after | left the
bush and boil all night, and in the morning carry it [the maple sugar] away with them.”

Other Observations of Pioneers

Mr. B. O. Williams said of the Indians of the shiawassee region, “They were hospitable,
honest and friendly, although always reserved until well acquainted; never obtrusive
unless under the influence of their most deadly enemy, intoxicating drink. None of these
spoke a word of English, and they evinced no desire to learn it. .. | believe they were as
virtuous and guileless a people as | ever lived among, previous to their great destruction in
1834 by the cholera, and again their almost extermination during the summer of 1837 by
the (to them) most dreaded disease, small pox.”11

The Indians opposed vaccination and were withal not completely guileless. Furthermore
with whisky available at the distilleries for twenty-five cents a gallon abstemiousness was
far from the rule among them.

“Mrs. Gideon Cross obtained disfavor among the Indians because of he earnest and
emphatic protests against the sale of whisky by Henry Leach to the natives, and the latter
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sought by various means to show their dislike towards her. While the smallpox was raging,
a squaw carried into Mrs. Cross’ house a papoose sick with the disease, and placed it
within the cradle occupied by Mrs. Cross’ babe hoping that the latter might be stricken.
The scheme miscarried, and the Cross child, although slightly affected afterwards, was not
seriously troubled.”11

General Cass after the completion of a treaty, opened five barrels for the Indians and a
disaffected trade “ordered up ten” and served them with dipperfuls. “I lost my whisky and
my money” he afterwards remarked “but | had good revenge on Cass.”11

“In every practical concern the English learned more from the Indians than the Indians
learned from them,” writes Professor Thomas Jefferson Wertenbaker in “The First
Americans” of the History of American Life Series.”t

T Copyright 1927 by The Macmillan Company. Reprinted by permission.

They learned “not only the art of fighting in the forests but also the art of living in them.”
The white man copied their methods of trapping and hunting, of blazing trails, building
fires, signaling with smoke columns, using wild herbs for medicine, maple-sugar making,
dressing skins, cooking and detecting the approach of enemies. “Most important of all,
they learned from the Indians how to make and use that merchant vessel of primeval
America—the canoe.” It was the birch-bark canoe “which made possible the 74 fur trade
with the interior, and it was the fur trade which laid the foundation of some of the colonies.”

“In May 1859, Old Okemos, nephew of Pontiac, the Chief of the Pottawatomies, passed to
the Indian heaven.” He, “though terrible in battle—as his cloven skull and numerous scars
are proof positive that he has seen service—was gentle as a child when off duty.”12

“One of my childhood memories,” writes Dr. L. Anna Ballard of Lansing, “is of the yearly
visits of Chief Okemos who always came in time for dinner. We children looked forward to
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those visits as one of the incidents of our live. Once | remember he had a young Indian lad
with him who was doubtless later the young Chief John.”

An Indian Chief named Chippewa, whose remains were buried on a farm in Victor, Clinton
County, thought, in 1838, when smallpox was present in epidemic form, that he could
relieve himself from the disease “by leaping into a cask of cold water.”11

He was mistaken; but fact that “his burial-place is regarded with considerable respect”
and that there was talk in 1880 “of inclosing it within a paling” indubitably indicates that
courage of medical conviction and enthusiasm in therapeutic endeavor are not wholly

unappreciated.

“Among the first settlers in the town [York, Washtenaw County] was Alanson Snow known
as the ‘Indian hater.” When a lad the members of his father's family were massacred by the
Indians of Ohio right before his eyes. From that hour he vowed eternal vengeance upon
the redskins, a vow that he kept with unrelenting hatred. He ranged the woods for days

at a time, seeking opportunities to avenge their death. It is said that the Indians believed
him commissioned by the ‘Great Spirit’ to destroy them, and they fled from his presence as
from the devil.”12
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Chapter llIPhysicians with theEarly Explorers andAdventurers

“Having accomplished this treachery thevoyagers proceeded to plant the Emblemof
Christianity.” —Parkman.

77

CHAPTER IlIPhysicians with the Early Explorersand AdventurersBy C. B. Burr, M.D.,
Flint, Michigan

“The Indians in the vicinity of St. Joseph's River, Lake Michigan, were visited by Father
Marquette in 1675. La Salle built a for at the mouth of the river in 1679.” (Fuller's Historic
Michigan.)

| have seen somewhere in print that a surgeon accompanied Champlain on the westward
wanderings, 1611-1618, and that Mackinac was visited. It is well known that he reached
Georgian Bay and apropos the journeyings about a half-century later, of two Sulpitian
priests, Dollier and Gallinée, who coasted along the south shoret of Lake Erie and, “into
thet See Addenda to this article.

Site of Fort St. Joseph Near Niles, Michigan From kodak print made and presented by Dr.
Lucius H. Zeuch, compilerof “History of Medical Practice in lllinois.”

peaceful waters of the Detroit river,” arrived at the site of the present city of Detroit, and
discovering an Indian idol, paused long enough to smash it in pieces and throw the
fragments into the river, Henry M. Utley writes.” “so far as is known this is the first record of
a visit to this locality. In all probability others had passed through the straits—the Recollect
and 78 Jesuit missionaries and possibly Champlain himself.” Be this as it may, the name
of the surgeon, if any, with Champlain is unascertained.
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In passing, pious people will be glad to be assured that “God rewarded us immediately
for this good action, for we killed a deer and a bear the same day.6* Members of the
medical profession will be perhaps equally gratified to learn that the missionaries traveled
hitherward on their own, ministering to physical as well as spiritual needs, and that no
physician could, consequently, have had any part in such a bit of vandalism.

Whether on LaSalle's first expedition in 1679, he was accompanied by a surgeon, history
does not reveal, but it is possible that Liotot of sanguinary

Courtesy of Dr. Zeuch Marker on Eminence Opposite Fort St. Joseph, the Approximate
Siteof Father Allouez’ Grave

fame, journeyed with him on this occasion, returned with him to France, and remained in
his company until the tragic Louisiana experience, of which more farther on.

In the “Jesuit Relations” of this and an earlier period, mention is made of surgery and
surgeons, the latter occasionally by name, but none of these, apparently, accompanied
Fathers Marquette, Joliet, Allouez, Jogues, Raymbault, or others, on their missionary
enterprises to the Michigan localities.

| have authority of Hon. Thos. A. E. Weadock, who has devoted much time to the study
of the subject, that “Marquette was not accompanied by a physician at any time,” and
he adds, “the Jesuits seems to have had some knowledge of medicine. You know they
discovered cinchona which was called ‘Jesuits bark’ for many years.t

T Personal letter.

It is altogether probably that one Jean Michel was of the pale-face race, the medical man
having had the enviable opportunity to “see Michigan first.” This was before the days

of organized crime; transportation 79 and, in tourist parlance, “sojourning” were then
relatively safe. There was nothing to fear but the Indians—mosquitoes and “varmints”

Medical history of Michigan http://www.loc.gov/resource/lhbum.1995a



Library of Congress

excepted—and of these the few unfriendly Indians succumbed speedily to fire-water, fire-
arms and other civilizing agencies.t

T Concern for the Indian on the part of our forebears is well expressed by Major E. C.
Nichols of Battle creek to the Sanitary Convention in March, 1881. Detroit Lancet, Vol. IV,
p. 548:

“Your methods differ somewhat from those of an earlier generation. In that quaint but
doubtless veracious history of New York, written by Diedrick Knickerbocker, it is stated
that the North American Indians, when discovered by our ancestors, were in a state of
deplorable ignorance and destitution. But no sooner did the benevolent inhabitants of
Europe behold their sad condition than they immediately went to work to ameliorate and
improve it. They introduced among them rum, gin, brandy, and other comforts of life, and
it is astonishing to read how soon the poor savages learned to estimate these blessings;
they likewise make known to them a thousand remedies by which the most inveterate
disease are alleviated and healed, and that they might comprehend the benefits and enjoy
comforts of these remedies, they previously introduced among them the disease which
they were calculated to cure.”

Indeed, the civilizing machine was so well oiled, and operated so perfectly that the New
York Commercial Advertiser 1 was able to declare in December, 1822, that “Michigan is
the worst governed state or territory in the Union if half is true that has been published in
the last three or four years and never contradicted.” (It is perhaps scarcely worth while to
attempt contradiction at this late date, but it may be expedient to indicate whence

Courtesy of Dr. Zeuch Region Near Ludington Associated with the Death of
FatherMarquette

much of the early population of Michigan was derived—the State of New York).

Michel accompanied the second LaSalle expedition in the Tonty Section in 1681, but
vanished speedily from sight. At all events, he was not, apparently, in the following year
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with LaSalle at Green Bay, otherwise it would scarcely have been necessary for “friendly”
Wolf Indians to seek rootst wherewith to dress the wounds of Sieur Barbier, unless
mayhap Michel had turn out of medical supplies and sought the codperation of thet La
Salle's narrative. 80 Indians to replenish his stores. Such conjecture is by the way, not at
all incredible, as the following narrative reveals:

“In 1535-1536 the Iroquois around Quebec, as Jacques Cartier relates, treated scurvy in
his crew very successfully with an infusion of the bark and leaves of the hemlock spruce;
and the French at Onondaga in 1657 found the sassafras leaves, recommended by the
same tribe, ‘marvelous’ for closing wounds of all kinds.”3

Parkman's account of the Cartier's crew incident is as follows: “A malignant scurvy broke
out among them. Man after man went down before the hideous disease till twenty-five
were dead and only three or four were left in health. The sound were too few to attend the
sick and the wretched sufferers lay in helpless despair, dreaming of the sun and the vines
of France. The ground, hard as flint, defied their feeble efforts, and unable to bury their
dead, they hid them in the snow drifts. Cartier appealed to the Saints, but they turned a
deaf ear. ... The Holy Virgin deigned no other response.

“There was fear that the Indians, learning their misery, might finish the work that the scurvy
had began. None of them, therefore, were allowed to approach the Fort ... Cartier forced
his invalid garrison to beat with sticks and stones against the walls that their dangerous
neighbors, deluded by the clatter, might think them engaged in hard labor. These objects
of their fear proved, however, the instruments of their salvation. Cartier, walking one day
near the river, met an Indian who not long before had been prostrate like many of his
fellows with the scurvy, but who was now to all appearance in high health and spirits. What
agency had wrought this marvelous recovery? According to the Indian it was a certain
evergreen called by him, ameda,t a decoction of the leaves of which was sovereign
against the disease. .. The sick men drank ... so copiously that in six days they drank a
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tree [sic] as large as a French oak. Thus vigorously assailed the distemper relaxed its hold
and health and hope began to revisit the helpless company.”4

T Spruce or arbor vitee.

Whatever motivated the Indians, they received the usual reward for their apparent
beneficence. Cartier lured Donaconna and his chiefs into ambuscade where they were
seized and hurried on board the ship. “Having accomplished this treachery, the voyagers
proceeded to plant the emblem of Christianity.”

Surgeon Liotot, whether he did or did not accompany the earlier expeditions, figured
tragically in that of 1687 in Louisiana and apropos pioneer experiences pertinent to this
history, it may be said that he was as handy with an axe as any Michigan woodsman by
whom the injunction “Spare that tree” has in diplomatic understanding been accepted “in
principle” only. He also approved of the death penalty for misappropriation of provisions.

Joutel, “Commander” on the last expedition records that LaSalle had “on a former
occasion hid some Indian wheat and beans two or three leagues 81 from that place and
our Provisions beginning to fall short it was thought fit to go to that place. Accordingly,
he ordered the Sieurs Duhaut, Hiens, Liotot the surgeon, his own Indian and his footman
whose name was Saget, who were followed by some natives, to go to that place described
to them where they found all rotten and quit spoilt. The 16th (March, 1687) they met with
two bullocks which Monsieur de la Sale's Indian killed, whereupon they sent back his
Footman to give him notice of what they had kill'd that if he would have the Flesh dry'd
he might send Horses for it. The 17th, Monsieur de la Sale had the horses taken up and
order'd the Sieurs Moranget (LaSalle's nephew) and de Male and his Footman to go for
that Meat and send back a Horse Load immediately till the rest was dry'd.

“Monsieur Moranget when he came thither found that they had smoak'd both the Beeves
tho’ they were not dry enough and the said Sieurs Liotot, Hiens, Duhaut and the rest had
laid aside the Marrow bones and others to roast them and eat the flesh that remained on
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them as was usual to do. The Sieur Moranget found fault with it, he in a passion seiz'd
not only the Flesh, that was smoak'd and dry'd but also the Bones without giving them
any Thing; but on the contrary threatening they should not eat so much of it as they had
imagin'd and that he would manage that Flesh after another Manner.

“This passionate Behavior so much out of season and contrary to Reason and Custom
touched the Surgeon Liotot, Hiens, and Duhaut to the Quick they having other causes of
complaint against Moranget. They withdrew and resolv'd together upon a bloody Revenge,
they agreed upon the Manner of it and concluded they would murder the Sieur Moranget,
Monsieur de la Sale's Footman and his Indian, because he was very faithful to him.

They waited until Night when those Unfortunate creatures had supp'd and were asleep.
Liotot, the Surgeon, was the inhuman executioner he took an Axe began by the Sieur
Moranget, giving hi many Strokes on the Head; the same he did to the Footman, and the
Indian, killing them on the spot whilst his Fellow Villains viz. Duhaut, Hiens, Teissier and
Larcheveque stood upon their Guard with their arms to fire upon such as should make any
resistance.”

LaSalle appearing on the scene Duhaut shot him through the head and the assassins “all
repair'd to the Place where the wretched dead Corps lay which they barbarously strip'd

to the Shirt and vented their Malice in vile and approbrious language. The Surgeon Liotot
said several times in Scorn and Derision, ‘There thou liest, Great Bassa, there thou liest.”

To complete the story of seventeenth century surgery in the wilds;—on their wanderings
two months later, owing to a dispute over certain property in their possession one Ruter
“fired his piece upon Liotot the Surgeon and shot him through with three Balls. He lived
some Hours after and had the good fortune to make his confession.”5

The foregoing quotations are from “A Journal of the Last Voyage Perform'd by Monsr.
de la Sale to the Gulph of Mexico To find out the 82 Mouth of the Mississippi River,” By
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Monsieur Joutel A Commander of that Expedition. William L. Clements Library, Ann Arbor,
Michigan.

In his journal under date of January 16, 1675, Father Marquette records, “as soon as the
two Frenchmen knew that my illness prevented my going to them, the Surgeon came

here with an Indian to bring us some whortle berries and bread. They are only eighteen
leagues from here in a beautiful hunting ground for buffalo and deer and turkeys which
are excellent there. They had, too, laid up provisions while awaiting us and had given

the Indians to understand that the cabin belonged to the blackgown. And | may say that
they said and did all that could be expected of them. The Surgeon having stopped here to
attend to his duties, | sent Jacques with him to tell the lllinois who were near there that my
illness prevented my going to see them and that if it continued | should scarcely be able to
go there in the spring.”7

M. M. Quaife, Ph. D., Secretary-Editor of the “Burton Historical Collection,” has supplied
an interesting legend connected with the foregoing episode which he regards well
authenticated; that at the time he was stricken with this illness, Father Marquette was

in the present Chicago region and that in a distant neighborhood among the Indians of
lllinois a medical man was living. He and a companion were engaged in illicit commerce
in furs. The French Government in monopolistic spirit reserved to itself all rights in this
enterprise and had the doctor been apprehended he would have been subjected to
severe punishment. Evidently he was a humane and worthy fur-bootlegger. He ministered
faithfully to Father Marquette and repeated the visit.

It may possibly be that this, up to the present time nameless, adventurer was the original
medical man in or near the Michigan locality. Whence he came or his route of travel to the
western wilds no man yet knows but coming as he probably did from the St. Lawrence
region, he would necessarily have journeyed either across Northern Indiana or Southern
Michigan territory, or by the Great Lakes.
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Came Cadillac in the closing years of the seventeenth century to Michilimackinac as
Commandant of the Post and bearing commission from Louis le Grand Monarque.
Doubtless there was flourish and much pomp and circumstance, and in his train was
probably Surgeon Belisle or Surgeon Forestier or both. Reasonably certain it is that
the former at least accompanied him when he strode into Detroit in the first year of the
sanguinary eighteenth century.

In Michilimackinac, possessed as he was to exploit the copper-colored native
commercially, Cadillac fell afoul of the missionaries who were alive to the fact that
unrestricted traffic in ardent spirits was subversive of ecclesiastical discipline and the
perpetuation of outward and visible forms of piety. Cadillac was of opinion, inasmuch as
“fish and smoked meats constitute the principal food of the inhabitants” that “a drink of
brandy after the repast seems necessary to cook the bilious meats and the crudities which
they leave 83

Courtesy of the Detroit Saturday Night Cadillaqua, Detroit's Bi-Centenary

84 in the stomach.” The missionaries were contrary-minded and De Carheil in true
“National form “knocked in the heads of sundry barrels of brandy and spilled the precious
fluid on the ground, which conduct resulted in a violent quarrel between him and Cadillac
—an exceedingly irritating state of affairs.”6

But this is afield. When he made triumphal entry into Detroit in 1701, which proceeding,
thanks to Mr. Maybury and others, the awed citizenry of Michigan were permitted to
visualize in pageantry two hundred years later, Surgeon Belisle was with him, likewise

in all probability Forestier, either of whom was competent to prescribe whatever was
necessary to neutralize the effect of autotoxic “crudities” remaining in his silken safe-
guarded stomach. As to doings of these notables, a part that history reveals is recorded in
another chapter, “Eighteenth Century Physicians.”
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Names of medical men, other than those mentioned, have not been discovered as in the
entourage of adventurers and explorers, Michigan way. One Jacques Franchére came to
New France early in the eighteenth century as ship surgeon but he seems to have failed to
find his way to the marvelous middle west.

This then must close the chapter on our remote medical forebears who like more than
one of their successors in practice “missed an opening.” Effort has been most persistently
and conscientiously made to immortalize, by incorporating here, names of the deserving
but not even the incomparable Clements Library, so far as investigation reveals, has
records of others. Therefore Si quaeris medicos antiquos alios aliubi prospice. A larger
contingent of adventurous spirits among professional brethren of long ago would have
saved a situation somewhat unsatisfactory to an amateur in historical research.

Addenda

Since the foregoing was published in the Journal of the Michigan State Medical Society,
the writer has received through the courtesy of the Society, Volume | of the “History

of Medical Practice in Illinois.” In this work the belief is expressed that Surgeon Michel
married Sara Mené in 1676 but was not deterred on this account from joining the LaSalle
expedition; that he returned to Canada in advance of La Salle “where we might assume
he practiced his profession until his death in 1691” but that “absolute proof is wanting that
the physician mentioned in this work is identical with the Surgeon Michel”; that he treated
LaSalle during a serious illness at Chickasaw Bluffs (Memphis); that he was for a time with
LaSalle at Fort Crevecoeur, lllinois.2

Also, as to the “nameless adventurer,” above mentioned who succored Father Marquette,
Dr. Zeuch, compiler of this interesting history, has something to say. “Research has given
us a clue,” he writes, “which seems to establish beyond conjecture that this mysterious

medical man was non other than Louis Moreau, a namesake of Pierret the trader,” but his
relationshipt See Chapter II, p. 65. 85 by blood is, evidently, not determined. He is said to
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have been born in St. George's Parish, La Rochelle, France, in 1649, and was a resident
of Quebec in 1678.

Dr. Zeuch's conjecture that Father Marguette refrained from mentioning the surgeon by
name, through motives of gratitude, is completely in accord with my own.

As to the itinerary of the Sulpitian priests, quoted from Henry M. Utley in the first
paragraph, Dr. J. W. Crane of London, Ontario, writes as follows:

“Regarding the Dollier and Gallineé trip along the north vs. the south shore of Lake Erie, |
have before me ‘An Historical Atlas of Canada’ by L. J. Burpee (Nelson, Toronto) and on
page 8, there is indicated the route of Dollier and Gallinée, 1669-1670, along the south
shore of Lake Ontario, along the Grand River to Lake Erie, along the north shore of Lake
Erie, etc.”

And from Doctor James H. Coyne, member of the Historic Sites and Monuments Board
of Canada, an interesting and completely convincing letter and monograph have been
received that leave no room for doubt as to the Sulpitians’ itinerary.

“Seneca guides conducted them from Montreal to the Genesee, and westward along the
South Shore of Lake Ontario to the Niagara and Burlington Bay (the western tip of Lake
Ontario—Hamilton locality). Portaging by way of the Beverly swamp, they at last struck the
Grand River near Glen Morris.”

“They proceeded to Lake Erie by way of the Grand River, which they were the first white
men to explore.”

“The Government of Canada on the advice of the above-mentioned Board has erected a
memorial cairn with tablet and inscription where the party wintered in 1669-1670. .. The
cairn is a mile or more up Black Creek, the junction of which the River Lynn constitutes the
harbor of Port Dover.”
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They reached this point according to Gallinée's narrative after “three days canoeing
westward from the mouth of Grand River” and choose the place for wintering because
of the “beautiful situation and the abundance of game.” He writes of it as “the earthly
Paradise of Canada.”

Their travels were to the last degree vicissitudinous and of 347 days’ duration. Their
“mission effort was a failure.” At the Sault they found their more or less generous rivals
securely entrenched comme toujours and prepared promptly to “go over the top” on the
approach of a hostile Christian force. They had already established a mission to the
Pottawatomies, the saving of whose souls had been the highly laudable ambition of these
“Gentlemen of the Seminary.”

But the Sulpitians engaged in at least one successful ecclesiastical enterprise. They beat
their powerful rival to it in “cleaning up” on the idols. These, however, were not erected in
the Detroit locality but, according to the 86 narrative of one of the zealots, at Wyandotte.
This leaves the record of the former place perfectly clear—at least up to the time of
erection of the Jim Scott monument—of never having had any idols.
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Chapter IVEighteenth Century Michigan PhysiciansThe French Regime

“I make others to relate what | cannotso well express” —Montage
89

CHAPTER IVEighteenth Century MichiganPhysiciansThe French RegimeBy C.B.
Burr, M.D., Flint, Michigan

Historiographers, writing of this period, have said that Antoine Forestier came as surgeon
with the Cadillac expedition of 1701 to Detriot and there practiced until 1716. This is
apparently erroneous. Antoine Forestier according to the researchers of Mr. Burton was
a surgeon of Rodez, France, who came to Canada and was a married in Montreal in
1670. His son Jean Baptiste Forestier the “seventh son” in a family of twelve children was
destined by his father to the profession of medicine and is the Forestier associated with
early Detroit.

Belisle

Precedence in time of coming to Detroit is given in the Burton manuscripts to Henry
Belisle, who “seems to have been Detroit's first physician and surgeon.” He is mentioned
as sponsor, at the baptism in the Church of St. Anne, of Marguerite Roy, daughter of
Pierre Roy and Marguerite Owabankikou, born in lawful wedlock, and as godfather
“promises to answer for the religious training of the little half-breed.”

“Denissen thinks that Dr. Belisle came to Detroit with the Cadillac party in 1701.”1 His
father was a druggist in Angers, France. There he studied medicine. He was thrice
married. His first wife and children were never in Detroit. His second wife, whom he
married in Canada in 1705, had no children. They were “popular in the life of the fort as
indicated from the church registers, being frequently at weddings and sponsors in baptism
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for both French and Indian children. In 1711 Dr. Belisle's name disappears from the Detroit
records.” He moved to Montreal in 1712.1

Mr. Burton writes in “Physicians of Old Detroit,” “Perhaps the French word ‘docteur’ is
properly used to designate a man who practiced physic, but the word more commonly
employed was ‘chireurgeon’ or ‘surgeon’ and the word ‘doctor’ was used to designate a
doctor of laws or of divinity or of the sciences.”

The first chirurgeon mentioned in the old records is Henry Belisle. It is very probable that
he came with Cadillac in 1701. The earliest records 90 of the place were destroyed by fire
in 1703 , but we find mentioned of his name in the year 1704.

The Surgeon and the Master Armourer were paid at the expense of His Majesty during
that period (1706 to 1709),9but in a letter, November 14, 1708, from Sr. D’ Aigremont
“denouncing Cadillac methods” appears the following:

“As the Superior of the Hospitallers of Montreal is in France, | believe he will have the
honor of conversing with you, My Lord, as to the request which M. de La Mothe makes for
some brothers of his community to take care of the sick in Detroit.”9

On the same date, November 14, 1708, the Intendant “of justice, police and the finances,
Raudot, writes from Quebec, “You were also good enough to write to them regarding the
pay of the surgeon, the medicine chest, and the pay of the almoner and the missionary,
that all that was the said Sr. de La Mothe's concern and that therefore His Majesty would
not bear any expense of it.”9

And in the same letter, “The Sr. Raudot very humbly thanks you for having graciously
approved of the course he took as to the nomination of the Surgeon last year: he believed
that he acting rightly that matter.”9
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Evidently Cadillac, and Belisle, who was surgeon of the post at that time, navigated in
troubled waters, and it is small wonder that the name of the latter “disappears from the
Detroit records” in 1711, and he decamped for Montreal the following year.

The pay of th post surgeons from 1709 was apparently taken over by Cadillac, who
claimed reimbursement, but as late as 1719 (November 14), Vaudreuil and Begon
recommended that “the King should reimburse him for the expenses he has incurred for
presents to the savages and for refreshments to sick soldiers. ... But the expenses for the
pay of the almoner, the interpreter and the surgeon should remain at the charge of the said
Sr. de La Mothe.”9

This controversy continued, therefore, during the Administration of Belisle, throughout that
of Forestier, and up to the time of the first Chapoton.

Came next Forestier.
Forestier

“The name of Jean Baptiste Forestier appears on the records in October, 1713, though
he might have been here at an earlier date as he probably came soon after Belisle left.
There is record in a Church register in Detroit, made October 30, 1713, in which his name
is mentioned as among those present. The following year he is designated in the records
as surgeon and master surgeon. Like his predecessor he is godfather alike to French

and Indian children until 1718 when the, too, disappears from Detroit records. In 1737 he
married Louise Boucher of Boucherville, Lower Canada, and probably was living there.”1

Dr. Jean Chapoton was a surgeon in the French army with the rank of Major and was
ordered to Fort Pontchartrain to relieve Dr. Forestier.4

91
Chapoton
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Jean Baptiste Chapoton was the successor to Forestier and appeared in 1719. In 1720 he
married Madeline Esteve and became by her the father of twenty children.1

A tract of land assigned t Chapoton was exchanged for another more convenient that
Chapoton “might be nearer the settlement in order to render his services as a physicians
more convenient.”1

Among the “Lists of Lands Granted at Detroit” is “3 arpents by 40, July 1, 1734, to Jean
Baptiste Chapoton, a surgeon in the French Army, born in 1684, sent t Detroit post about
1718, as surgeon; married in July, 1720, to Marie Madeleine Estene [Esteve?], aged 13,
by whom he had twenty-two children. He retired from the army several years before the
English conquest; died in November, 1760.”9

Henry Belisle1701-1711
Jean Baptiste Forestierl713-1718
Jean Baptize Chapotonl1719- ?

The latter died at the age of seventy-six, a few days after the surrender of Fort Detroit to
the British in 1760. In his later years his son-in-law was appointed in his place. This was
Gabriel Christoph Le Grand.

Le Grand

Gabriel Le Grand married Dr. Chapoton daughter in 1758. “The new garrison was wholly
British and Le Grand's work was confined to the French civilians. He is better known in the
history of Detroit as being the Justice of the Peace for several years.”1

Chapoton (2d)
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A son of Dr. Chapoton, Jean Baptiste (2d), born in 1721, was also a doctor and was the
one who held an unsuccessful parley with Chief Pontiac just before the battle of Bloody
Run. 4He was one of Captain Dalzell's guides on that disastrous march in July, 1763.4

Dr. Edmund Chapoton of Detroit is descended from these earlier members of the family.4

“In the ‘Jesuit Relations's (Vol. LXIX, p. 249), it is said that on June 13, 1742, Sieur
Chapoton, Surgeon of this post, borrowed the sum of one hundred livres in raccoon and
lynx skins promising to pay in similar peltries in May, 1743.”3

It is these French physicians, therefore to whom reference is made in the address of
representative of the Six Nations, assembled at Detroit at the time the garrison was taken
over for the British in 1760 by Major Rogers; and it is altogether probable that Surgeon Le
Grand was then immediately in charge.

The British expedition under Major Roger taking over Detroit fort 92 from “Monsieur
Belletre” were thus addressed by the Indians of three different nations, December 3, 1760:
“Brethren, you have now taken possession of this country. While the French lived here
they kept a Smith to mend our Guns and Hatchets and a Doctor to attend our People when
sick. We expect you will do the same.”to which response was given: “Then we acquainted
them by a string that as they had requested a Smith to mend their Guns and the Doctor to
attend their sick that it was granted till the General's pleasure was known—a string.”t

t Early Western Travels—(Thwaites. Vol. I, p. 115).

It is interesting to note that almost identical words were used by spokesmen for the Indians
of the Ohio Valley to Céloron, commanding a French force in 1749. At this time, however,
economic interests of the natives seemed to lie with “the turbulent English traders who
were swarming over the Ohio Valley. For them the Indian had no particular affection, but
they brought him an abundant supply of the goods on which his existence depended, and
this solid economic tie resisted all the blandishments and threats the French could utter.
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Céloron quickly discovered the futility of his mission to hold the valley for France, and he
even admitted the reasonableness of the native predilection for the English. On August

2, an Indian orator, replying to his harangue against the English, observed: ‘Consider, my
Father, our situation. If you compel the English to withdraw, who minister to our wants, and
in particular the blacksmith who mends our guns and hatchets, we shall be without succor
and exposed to the danger of dying of hunger and misery on the Beautiful River. Have
pity on us, my Father; you cannot at present give us what we need. Let us have, during
this winter, or at least until we go hunting, the blacksmith and someone who can help us.
We promise you that in the spring the English shall retire.” No effective rejoinder could be
made to this plain statement of fact. ‘I confess, wrote Céloron in his official report, ‘that [it]
embarrassed me very much.”1 (“Pierre Joseph Céloron™—M. M. Quaife.)

Gabriel Christophe LeGrand (1752-1760)

Dr. LeGrand “was the most titled surgeon in Detroit's history. He was a knight and
viscount, his mother was styled the Noble Lady and his father was a member of one of the
highest military orders in France, Knight of the Royal and Military order of St. Louis.”1

His first wife, Dr. Chapoton's daughter, died in 1763. He married again in Canada.

“In 1760 on the coming of the English with their own army, surgeon Le Grand is removed
from professional duties but holds a sort of civil authority as Judge or Justice of the Peace.
A document in the library written about 1768, that is endorsed as his writing, is evidently
intended as information for the English on the former French method of taxation and the
plans and promises of the earlier English Commandants. Mr. LeGrand reasons 93 against
furnishing material for repairing the Fort at Detroit at the expense of the inhabitants.”1

Seventeen Hundred Sixty to Eighteen Hundred FifteenA Medical Mélange, British-
American
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James Rogers was a Vermont Tory refugee whose brother Robert was the famous ranger
leader of seven years’ war fame. It was Robert Rogers who upon the surrender of Canada
in 1760 had been sent West to receive the surrender of Detroit and the other French posts
and to establish the authority of Great Britain in the upper country.1

With Major Rogers came Dr. George Anthon.
George Christian Anthon

Dr. Anthon had the massive, severe appearance of Luther. “In 1802 he was one of the
thirteen Governors of New York Lying-in Hospital.”

“He was a strong believer in the non-contagiousness of yellow fever.”3

He “who gave to America its most celebrated classical scholar (Professor Charles Anthon)
was detached with a party which under Major Rogers took possession of Detroit in 1760.”4
He was born August 25, 1734, at Salzungen in the Duchy of Saxe Meiningen. In 1750

he was graduated in Eisenach and in 1754 emigrated from Germany. In Amsterdam he
passed a second medical examination and engaged as surgeon in the Dutch West India
trade. On the second voyage he made in the Vrouw Anna, the vessel was captured by a
British privateer and condemned. He was friendless and without means but his usefulness
was recognized, for after serving as assistant surgeon in the General Military Hospital at
Albany he was appointed assistant surgeon to the First Battalion Sixtieth Regiment Royal
Americans and held a commission in 1761 as “Surgeon's Mate to His Majesty's Hospital in
North America.”

“Dr. Anthon was a surgeon at the fort of Detroit under Gen. Haldimand's tenure of military
authority as early as 1764.”5 He continued at the post of Detroit as surgeon to the navy
and army, to the Indians and the populace thereabout, until 1764 when with Gladwyn
[Gladwin?] he returned to New York. During Pontiac's siege he is said to have climbed a
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pear tree and to have been fired upon by the Indians, whereupon Gladwin, fearing to lose
him, made a sortie and saved his life.9

“In this pioneer settlement, Dr. Anthon went about his job of relieving suffering and
combating the malaria which came from the undrained swamps, with true German
thoroughness. Old-word trained, he met many new experiences in Detroit of 1760. Medical
equipment was meagre, and methods direct; imaginary ills were discouraged by a not-too-
gentle treatment. Although his major duty was to the garrison, his ministrations were also
needed by the navy, the citizenry, and the Indians, whose superstitions much complicated
medical aid.”2

On November “ye 7th 1761” Dr. Anthon does himself the “honour” of 94 writing from Fort
Detroit to Col. Henry Bouquet at Fort Pitt that he is “without medicines as | have had no
supply since | am here except the few particuls you was pleased to order from the general
hospital last Spring, and who were almost spoiled coming over the Lake. Dr. Stevenson
has promised to send me a supply but as his are not arrived it is impossible to expect any
from him this winter. | was obliged to send as many as | could spare to the several posts
which has my stok entirely exhausted and shall be very badly of as the season prouves
much to sickness now likewise am daily troubled with the Indians to attend their sick beg
also that you will be as good to order me these two things mentioned of enclosed.”9

Captain Donald Campbell writes to Col. Henry Bouquet from Detroit, October 27, 1762,
that “Doctor Anthony [Anthon] has declined purchasing Mr. Carre's ensigncy” and that
“Sergt. Cope desires me to recommend him for a purchase.”t

T “Sergt. Cope and 15 Privates of R1 American Regt Sergt Fislinger & 42 of the Rangers
wone woman and child were killed by a large Body of Indians at the mouth of Detroit River
the 28th of May [1763] about eleven O'Clock at night.”9

In declining the honour Dr. Anthon writes to Colonel Bouquet, October 27, 1762, “I
confess | had a great inclination for it before knowing | was put on the Establishment of the
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Hospital, but now finding that it would be of no great advantage for me | take the Liberty to
return you hearty thanks for your kind advice and am with great Respect.”9

Was it perchance the ensigncy occupied by John Christie that Anthon escaped? Christie
was, he writes, surrounded at his Post at Presqu’ Isle by about two hundred Indians who
fired on the Block House and threw fire arrows into its roof and the Bastions. They were
told if they did not surrender they might expect no quarter, and surrendered. Christie, four
soldiers and a woman were “brought to the Wiandote Town, the rest of my Garrison was
taken by the other Nations. | was Delivered up to Detroit with one soldier and a woman
they [sic] other two were killed.”9

In a postscript Christie adds laconically, “All the Forts beyond this have met with the same
Fate.”

Be the above as it may, Anthon's later life was by no means untroubled. In 1765 he
received an appointment as surgeon for the Indians and accompanied the famous
Croghan to the lllinois country: was taken prisoner and led on foot from the mouth of the
Wabash to an Indian village and, thence, to Detroit. In captivity he ate with avidity “the
giblets and other refuse” which the Indians occasionally flung to him.

In 1767, after a period in New York, he returned to Detroit as Surgeon to the Indians
and afterwards “surgeon of the Garrison and remained there until the close of the War of
Independence.”9 (Extracts from narrative of his grandson.)

During this period the going was none too good, his services were frequently
unappreciated, his applications ignored, his life many removes from that of the proverbial
“beer and skittles.” General Gage considerately, and in best traditional military spirit, writes
September 10, 1772, as follows:

95
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Mr. Anthon's demand for taking care of the post of your Regt. at the Detroit is too high, if
your surgeon makes him a reasonable allowance besides the Medicine Money the charge
may be admitted in your Bill of Extraordinarys. And in case of extraordinary sickness
amongst the troops the surgeon may supply him with a Proportion of Medicines which will
be returned to him again from the Stores of the General at this Place [New York]. | can't
deal with Mr. Anthon as a Garrison Surgeon.9

But in October, 1773, a letter was written by Major Bassett to General Haldimand which
indicated that his stock of fame, if not of supplies, was going up. The Major speaks of
him as a very worthy man and “really kind to the Indians” and says, should he leave, “a
surgeon would be much wanted for this Garrison & | hardly imagine we shall ever be so
fortunate as to get a gentleman so eminent in his profession.”9

An unsigned letter evidently in reply to this was written from New York November 22,
1773:

... Not long ago | answered to your application in his behalf that | would send up early in
the Spring a supply of Medicine and from the strong commendation you give him | wish it
was in my power to provide for him as he deserves but all | can do at present is to mention
his case to General Gage who being in England may have in his power to obtain some
settlement in his favor.9

On the fifth of January, 1780, Dr. Anthon writes9 to Captain Brehm, Aide de Camp to His
Excellency, General Haldimand, Quebec:

Dear Sir:

A few days after your departure from hence Captain Schauk Commissioner for the Lakes
arrived here when | waited on him he informed me that he had his Excellency General
Haldimand's instructions to oppoint [sic] me surgeon for the Naval Department here, at
the same time desired me to give in my proposal which | did by desire to Capt. Lernoult,
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both for the Garrison & Navy & presented them to Captain Schauk who promised me to
lay them before his Excellency at his arrival. Some time after | received His Excellency's
commission appointing me Surgeon's mate to this Garrison; in the year 1761 | was
appointed by Lord Amherst Surgeon's mate in His Majestys Hospital and it is very hard
after 19 years service to be under the direction & be commanded by a Mate from the Genl
Hospital who has got his appointment sometime before my last commission as would
certainly have been the case had not Capt Lernoult & Major Depeyster settled it for the
present. May | beg the favour of your Interest to get me an allowance for my attending

the Naval Depart | had formerly a small sum subscribed by the Seamen for my trouble &
Medicine which is now at an end since the new arrangement of the Navy has taken place.

Mrs. Anthon & your acquaintance joyns with me in their respectful complimentsto you & |
am with respectYour most Obedt & most humble servant, Geo. Anthon.

In 1779 Gen. Haldimand announces his attention to put “Mr. Antoine” surgeon at Detroit,
“upon the Hospital establishment.”9

Probably his commission, if he had any, was with commendable bureaucracy-accuracy
thus made out. His grandson states that “the only commission which he appears to have
held in the British Army, at least the only one in my possession, is dated Albany, June 25,
1761."9

And corroborating the age-old aphorism that “virtue is its own reward” it may be mentioned
that “in May, 1780, Surgeon Robert McCausland at Niagara finds himself obliged T to
make allowance for medicine to Mr.T Italics are the reviewer's. 96 Anthon of Detroit for a
considerable part of the Kings Regt. stationed there.”9

Comment upon Dr. Anthon's social position in Detroit by Hon. C. I. Walker is given by his
grandson. “l have an old account book kept here in 1780 in which are charged the usual

articles of family wear and consumption; and among other items indicating a fair income

is a cask of madeira wine at Forty shillings a gallon. He was at the same time credited
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eighty-four pounds for medical services among the Indians.” His grandson writes that he
restricted himself to one glass of wine weekly but was “addicted to snuff which he indulged
in profusely when occupied with serious cases of illness.” (As a prophylactic against nasal
infection he might have done worse. C. B. B.)

Dr. Anthon was one of the signers to the contract of marriage between Monsieur Jean
Baptiste Cicot and M'elle Angelique Poupart La Fleur, July 27, 1770, in Detroit. Marriage
was a serious business in those days. “Divorces were unknown” and the marriage contract
was “signed by both parties and their relatives and friends.”6

Dr. Anthon was twice married. By his second wife, Genevidve Jodot, who was born

at Detroit May 20, 1763, a few days only after the commencement of Pontiac's siege,

and who was the orphan niece of his first wife, he had three sons, who attained high
distinction. Genevidve Jodot “was early left an orphan, and was subsequently adopted

by the St. Martins to be brought up as a member of the family. Although she was only ten
years old at the time of her aunt's death in 1773, small Geneviéve occupied an important
niche in the Anthon household and a very warm corner in the heart of her German uncle,
for just five years later, when, it is said, the young lady could hardly be separated from
her dolls, Governor Henry Hamilton, the commandant of Detroit, united her in marriage
with Dr. Anthon. Her grandson, Charles Edward Anthon, wrote of her: ‘She is remembered
as in person a decided brunette, of medium stature and a frame inclined to thinness,

with bright black eyes, and jet-black hair never tinged with gray.... It does not appeatr,
however, that she was particularly remarkable for beauty any more than for extraordinary
mental endowments.” She was only fifteen and Anthon was forty-four when they were
married, July 18, 1778, but the great difference in age does not seem to have affected
their happiness. Four children were born in Detroit before the family left its military life and
removed to New York in 1786; and eight more in New York before 1805.”2

In 1786 he moved to New York and lived there at No. 11 Broad Street, until his death in
1815.

Medical history of Michigan http://www.loc.gov/resource/lhbum.1995a



Library of Congress

He wrote a quaint letter in 1787 from New York telling of inoculation of the “familie” for
smallpox. “Mrs. Anton and the second Boy had them exceedingly favorable but the aeltest
boy the little Girl and my Panie Whench [a Pawnee slave-woman] had them very severe
whoever they got all safe over it and are not disfigured.”9

97

He writes in 1787, “I hired at my Arrival a House in Wall Street at an Extravagant Rent, for
£70: besides the Taxes to the 1 May, & glad to get it, as Houses were difficult to be got at
that time; but now | have hired one near Oswego Market in Dye [Dey] Street for less than
half that sum, and a much pleasanter situation. | have been this Winter to see a Farm for
sale,near New Rochelle, it contains 350 Acres with a very good House & several other
Buildings, but the Demand is £4400 and will require about £1000 or 1200 to put it proper
Order, besides there is no School for my Children & | believe very indifferent Society. |
am there fore determined to remain for some time in the City, until some more convenient
place may offer.”2

He was evidently popular; the ladies were solicitous for his welfare. While negotiations for
American occupation after the treaty of 1782 were in progress, a party from Fort Niagara,
among them the wife of Lieut. Pool England, visited Detroit which was still in possession of
the English. They were very much impressed by the scenery and the shops.

“Stay Pool,” she exclaimed, “Here’ Macomb's. Let's go in and see the latest goods. | want
to see them now. Such lovely satin petticoats and long silk hose. See, there's some block
silk breeches with silver buckles at the knee. Just the thing for Dr. Anthon.”9

“The Indians in their constant association with the whites, were drawn into friendly
relations and occasionally rewarded the latter by gifts of strips of land or farms, from the
district owned or claimed by them. One of the earliest of these gifts was made by Chief
Pontiac to Dr. George Christian Anthon, the father of the renowned lexicographer, Charles
Anthon. The consideration expressed in the deed of gift is the esteem and friendship which
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Pontiac had for the doctor, and it is supposed that the doctor, who was the surgeon at
the fort, had rendered important services to the Indian chief for which no other adequate
compensation could be made.”9 (C. M. Burton.)

Dr. Anthon was succeeded by Mr. Menzies.
Mr. Menzies, Surgeon Of The 84th Regiment

“He was associated with Dr. Anthon for a time as surgeon of the Naval Department. Their
respective duties were regulated from headquarters at Quebec. Dr. Anthon was to have
the care of the garrison and Dr. Menzies had charge of every part of the Naval Department
with instructions to go on board any of the vessels on the Lake when so ordered and
during his absence the Commanding Officer might appoint a surgeon to do his duty who
was to have extra pay. There is occasional mention of other doctors in the account book,

a Dr. Chastelain in the Macomb accounts, and a Dr. Styles in the accounts of Thomas
Williams.

“Both Dr. Anthon and Dr. Menzies seemed to have received about one hundred pounds
Halifax currency a year. In the account books of the Macomb Bros. he [Dr. Menzies] is
charged with various personal items, 98 among them his ‘share of wine for mess eleven
pounds and a gallon of lime juice at one pound twelve shillings.”1

William Barr to General Frederick HaldimandThree Rivers, 13th April, 1781.
Sir:

The season now approaches for sending an Hospital Mate to relieve Mr. Menzies surgeon
of the 84th Regiment at Detroit.
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But the present weak or rather dispersed situation of the mates of the Hospital makes
it difficult to find a General Hospital at St. Johns or to order Mr. Blake surgeon of the
Garrison at Montreal to do the little duty at that place.

| have been informed that there is a good young man of the name of Stiles surgeon’'s mate
to the 34th Regiment but perhaps the corps may be unwilling to part with him.9

Neither Blake nor Stiles, nor Mitchell whom he also recommended, succeeded Mr.
Menzies, but Mr. Harffy did.

“In his review of life incidents as dictated to his son, Dr. Anthon said that Dr. Harffy had
succeeded him in garrison duty in 1786, so it seems likely that Dr. Harffy had charge of the
Naval Department for a few years only.”1

Dr. William Harffy

Harpfy (as it was sometimes written) was ordered in the letter already quoted “to embark
by the first opportunity for Detroit to relieve Mr. Menzies, Surgeon of the 84th Regiment.”1

“Some men are remembered for daring exploits, some for their inventions, and others for
the great fortunes they amass. To none of these classes did William Harffy, surgeon in
His Majesty's service, belong. Rather, like Abou Ben Adhem, he was one that loved his
fellowmen. Between Harffy and John Askin, one of Detroit's foremost merchants, were
exchanged many letters, some of which are preserved in the Burton Historical Collection,
and from them we get a picture of a delightfully whimsical personality, crochety and quick
of temper, but lovable withal, and a loyal friend.

“Of Harffy's origin we know nothing. In 1781 he was serving as hospital mate at Three
Rivers in Lower Canada, and had requested an appointment in the 53rd Regiment. This,
however, was denied him, and he came to Detroit in April, 1781, to relieve Dr. Menzies,
attached to the 84th Regiment, and here he remained until the American occupation in
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1796. Upon Dr. Anthon's departure for New York on August 4, 1786, Harffy was made
surgeon of the garrison.

“Who Mrs. Harffy was or whether she accompanied her husband to Detroit in 1781, we do
not know. However, in the log book of the Gage, Alexander Harrow captain, for June 12,
1786, is the record, ‘In the evening some officers with Mrs. Harffy & daughters arrived with
accounts of the Senecas coming to Niagara.’ As late as February, 1797, items appear on
a bill rendered by Askin which indicate that Mrs. Harffy was making purchases for herself
and daughters. That the Doctor was unhappily married and separated from his wife is
shown in a letter to Askin in December, 1799. ‘... Since my Confinement, | have had some
very pleasing Acct3 99 put in My hands—nothing less than one Draft on me from Mrs
Harffy for £40. Sterling—another for £20—a very pretty moderate sum—however | hope to
be able to get ye better of it by the Express.” One wonders what, if any, arrangements had
been made for her support, since the Doctor seems so imply both surprise and ire at being
called upon for money.”2

Dr. Harffy was the supposedly “happy” possessor of a harpsichord which he conveyed with
him to Malden when the exodus took place in 1796. He is said to have been “eccentric” but
whether eccentricity may logically be inferred from his correspondence in reference to the
harpsichord is perhaps open to doubt. “Curse the music,” he writes, “l wish it was sold. |
care not for what, as all my wants and wishes to attain are not worth the pains or troubles
to my friends. You will favor me if it could be in any was disposed of.”

Eventually it was wished on Commodore Grant and surreptitiously placed in his boat to be
conveyed across the river. It bade fair to impair a long existing friendship. “I really am sorry
that the harpsichord was put in Mr. Grant's boat for he talks about it—God how he talks
about it.”6

He remained on duty at the Detroit garrison until the surrender to the Americans in 1796,
then built a home at “Fort Malden” and served the British garrison at that place until
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his death in 1802. He seems to have been an exceedingly human being; it gave him

great satisfaction to sleep under his own roof and to have a flower garden. He “believed
the home would remain unless Necessity brought it to the hammer.” In response to a
memorial, he received from the British government an increased allowance of 2/6 per day.
With it came an appreciative letter from Prince George, afterward George IV. This pleased
him greatly and writing to a friend he said in reference to it, “I think | now see you smile at
the poor doctor. Smile on. It is the smile of a well-tried friendship that | know.” Mr. Burton
writes, “Never in any of these letters do we find expression of ill-will. There is humor and

a pathetic resignation to the events of life.” He was fond of reading but his “musick” [the
harpsichord?] was his great delight. He doubtless also played the flute.1

“Askin lent a willing ear and rejoiced in his friend's good fortune. ‘Harffy with all his faults
| would be sorry to Loose him. | can readily look over the errors of my old acquaintances
as | hope they do mine.” Two years later, in 1802, the Doctor had another attack of the
fever. ‘Poor Doctor Harffy our District Judge [no document has been found indicating when
Harffy assumed this office] has been so unwell for these two sessions past that he could
not attend & I'm very fearful never will. | assure [you] | think it very injurious to a country
to have but one district judge. why not several as they get no salary. On this side [Detroit]
there is seven or eight judges of the Court of Common Please by which means business
goes on without any interruption ... if the old mode should be continued and we loose
poor Harffy, | wish you mentioned to the Governor to be carefull of his choice of one in
this quarter ... some | find too haughty & Passionate 100 others not so fair characters as
| could wish, others ignorant and many would be too much interested in most cases that
could come before them, there is less risk in a number than in one.” Ten days later the
good Doctor was dead.”2

Russell in “The Germanic Influence in the Making of Michigan,” writes that Dr. Harffy was
of German origin.
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“Mr. Ralph Booth has presented to the Detroit Historical Society Museum an interesting
personal memorial of Dr. Harffy, in the form of a beautiful silver-mounted powderhorn.

A silver band which encircles the lower end of the horn bears the name ‘Tayadenega’;
while around the base runs the inscription, ‘The gift of W. Harffy Esqr Detroit Octr 19th
1789." ‘Tayadenega’ was the renowned Mohawk chieftain, better known by his English
name, Joseph Brant. Aside from its interest as a relic of Joseph Brant and of the Detroit
which now exists only in memory, the horn affords interesting testimony to the range of Dr.
Harffy's friendships.”2

| have been shown a family record in the possession of Mr. Harry Wigle of Flint, in which
it is stated that John Jones was in 1777 or there-abouts, in captivity of the Indians; that
he escaped, made his way to Detroit and “studied medicine with one Dr. Harvey.” It is
reasonable to assume that “one Dr. Harvey” is no other than our friend of the harpsichord,
but whether John Jones completed medical study and what became of him doth not
appear.

“Be so good as to let me know,” writes Lieutenant-Colonel England to Lieutenant Selby
from Detroit April 10, 1795, “if you imagine Surgeon Durham can be dispensed with at
the time the Gun Boat is ready to sail, which | hope will on Tuesday or at farthest on
Wednesday next. Notwithstanding Surgeon Wright's impatience and the anxiety of Mrs.
Wright's Family and Friends | would not wish to deprive Mr. McKee of his assistance, if |
could with any propriety avoid it.”9

Thomas Wright

Dr. Wright was in Detroit at approximately this time but was stationed in the village and

not the garrison. He married Therese Grant, who was born February 13, 1776. He and his
wife and three children died of yellow fever while on a voyage from Jamaica to New York.9
(“History of the Grants of Glen-Morriston”—P. J. Anderson, 1903.)
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John McBeath

Dr. McBeath was in Detroit before the fort was built. He accompanied Governor Hamilton
on his ill-fated expedition to Vincennes, where he was captured by George Rogers Clark.
This capture turned out to be one of the most important events of the Revolutionary War
and by reason of it the United States claimed and obtained the entire Northwest Territory
as a possession of the new government.

Came to Detroit on or before 1796 Dr. Herman Von Eberts.
101

Herman Melchoir Von Eberts

Dr. Von Eberts purchased from one McDougall, that year, the office of sheriff held by
appointment from Winthrop Sargent. Later he became High Sheriff.

Like many others of that early date, he was chronically “hard up” and was occasionally a
defendant in the courts; was once arrested on a capias and “applied for the privilege of
jail limits.” This practically freed him. He was permitted to go 200 feet from the jail in any
direction and as the village was very small he found himself able to visit every house in
town.1

He seemed eventually, however, to have had a domicile to rent. “Detroit was still in the act
of rising from her ashes [in 1806] but a house was secured from Dr. Eberts and although it
stood on the ‘main street’ of Detroit the ensuing winter was filled with Indian alarms.”1

“The first sheriff of Wayne county proper was George McDougall. McDougall, for some
reason, concluded he would not act as sheriff and proceeded to assign his office to
Herman Eberts. Eberts gave McDougall a bond for his faithful performance of the duties
that would devolve upon McDougall as sheriff (or high sheriff, as it was called). The bond
is on record in the register's office in book I, on page 12, and is dated December 23, 1796.
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In the bond McDougall is several times referred to as sheriff. Eberts did not become sheriff
until a later period, for in a bond made by him March 1, 1797, he styles himself as ‘acting
high sheriff,” which he would not have done had he received the appointment.”7

In Russell's “Germanic Influence in the Making of Michigan” it is stated (Page 49) that
Eberts had been in the settlement since 1791; that he came to America with the Hanau
Regiment, in which was also Michael Koester, the grandfather of General Custer.7 He
married in Quebec the daughter of a French Army Officer but they did not get on well
together and she eventually betook herself to a nunnery in Montreal.

His coming to Michigan was motivated by “trouble over an unauthorized autopsy on

a young woman who died of a mysterious disease, which he and two of his fellow
practitioners wanted to investigate. Arriving in Detroit he found it expedient, perhaps on
this account, to change his name from Von Ebertz to Eberts.”5

As sheriff he wore a “billy cock hat, breeches and hose, a brocade vest and a velvet coat,
the whole outfit backed up by a highly decorated sword.”5

“On March 24, 1802, seventeen delinquents were fined for violation of the fire ordinance
[Detroit].” Dr. Herman Eberts who was high sheriff of Wayne County under American rule
and had been since 1796 was another of the deliquents. He was an Australian Count
and a surgeon by profession and came to America during the Revolution with a Hessian
regiment. He resigned shortly after arriving and settled in Quebec; but afterward came to
Detroit where he engaged in mercantile business and also practiced his profession.7
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He was a member of the first lodge of Masons in Detroit, chartered in 1803, and was a
“learned botanist.”

It would be a source of keenest pleasure for the reviewer to record the name of a certain
physician of this period who did something really worth while. But frank appreciation,
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then as now, was evidently reserved for those engaged in transportation and warfare, for
bureaucrats in easy chairs and for politicians. The following nameless one, contributing
mere “service” to the cause of righteousness and the public weal, has long ago doubtless
received reward elsewhere in lieu of publicity here below.

Among the “subscription of Residents of Michilimackinac” July 25, 1778, “whereof the
collection shall be for the maintenance of the Missionary who shall be sent to said Post” is
found:

“The Doctor at Michilimackinac undertakes to furnish the necessary attention and
remedies gratis.”9

It was not then the habit to post on a blackboard, subscriptions of this character during
“drives,” in which luncheon-club “teams” were active. Hence, his name may as well be
“Dennis” for lack of another.

William McCoskry

The following is the oath of allegiance9 of William McCoskrey [ei], the first of the American
Garrison Doctors in Michigan: | do hereby certify that William McCoskrey of the Burrough
of Carlisle Hath voluntarily taken and subscribed the oath of Allegiance and Fidelity, as
directed by an Act of General Assembly of Pennsylvania, passed the 29th day of March,
1787— Witness my hand and seal the 14th of October, A. D., 1788. John Agnew

Dr. William McCoskry was a son of Samuel McCoskry who settled near Carlisle, Pa.,
about the year 1760. He was surgeon's mate in the same regiment as his brother, also a
physician and surgeon.

“Upon the formation of the legionary army under General Anthony Wayne in 1792, William
McCoskry was appointed surgeon-mate in the second sub-legion, and followed the army
in its slow progress of more than two years down the Ohio River and across the county
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to the Miami [Maumee] River, where, on August 20, 1794, the battle of Fallen Timbers

was fought, and the Indians, for the first time, so badly defeated, that they were willing to
recognize the power of the government of the United States. The Treaty of Greenville was
signed the following year, and a year later, 1796, McCoskry accompanied Wayne and the
army to Detroit, where he remained a surgeon in the army for some time. He resigned his
position as surgeon in 1803, and took up the practice of medicine on his private account.
He married Felicite Chamberlain, September 21, 1814. They lived in a house on the corner
of Woodbridge and Randolph Streets, opposite the steamboat or Woodworth's Tavern,
then the best part of the City of Detroit, and here he died on May 16, 1831, leaving his
wife, Felicite, one daughter, Caroline, and a son, Alfred.”9 (C. M. Burton.)

He is ordered in August 1807 to “attend at May's stone house.”9
103

His account books and prescription were carefully written in his own hand. In 1815 he
substitutes the decimal system for pounds,shillings and pence. He favored inoculation

and his accounts indicate preparation for smallpox in 1817. The last entry in his account
book is in 1831. He married Felicity LeVasseur, a French lady of refined mind and amiable
disposition.1

There is evidence of the presence as usual, at the doctor's door, of a predatory animal. His
brother “begs William not to draw for money for some time.”2

April 27, 1808, Dr. Samuel A. McCoskry of Carlisle, Pa., writes to his brother, Dr. William
McCoskry, Detroit, of the confinement of his wife and her subsequent iliness attended by
pain in the right “Hip Joint,” which was “so excruciating that she could not bear to have
her position in bed changed for six days,” of such “pain in the left side, Shoulder and Neck
that we were obliged to keep her in a sitting posture two Days and Nights,” of two attacks
of tympanites in which her nurse, Nancy Hughes, manipulated “a Pewter Bason” in such
fashion as to give her “two wounds.” (Here asterisks are introduced that the sensitive
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reader may not be shocked by the description of what was evidently a bed sore on the
buttocks. At all events it “turned to Mortification and a part of the Bone (denuded.”) Dr.
Armstrong cared for her, and Nancy Hughes’ services at “extravagant wages” were
necessary during the Winter. There was also the expense of a “Wet Nurse and pay for
her Child's keeping—My servants during six months has been upwards of Thirty DlIs per
Month exclusive of the keeping which has been different from Mrs. McC not being able to
superintend her Pantry.”

Certainly the trouble justifies his to William, “I must beg of you not to draw on me for
money for money for some time. The Embargo has put almost a Total stop to the
circulation of notes as well as specie.”9

Received Detroit 10 March 1809 of Dr. Wm. McCoskry Twelve Dollars 18 3/4 cents, it
being the first payment on lots number 65, 64, 63 purchased on the 6th inst, the over plus
of the payment (if any) to be allowed in the second payment according to a resolution of
the board of Commissioners for theTown of Detroit. Wm. Scott, Marshal

From the above disbursement and the payment of an account, May 22, 1809, to James
May, for butter, candles, wines, “Amount of your auction account” and “Amount of your
Beef account” and for “board and lodging” running from March 1805 to May 26, 1809, of
£137, s1, d6, New York currency, it is evident that relief from financial stringency came
within the year following the brother's letter.9

In September 1805, Governor Hull directed that two regiments of infantry and a legionary
crops be organized. Of the first regiment William McCroskey [McCoskry?] was made
surgeon; of the second, Ethan Baldwin, surgeon, and Bernard Parker, surgeon's mate.7

Of those who are recommended as “persons entitled to donation lots in Detroit by a
Committee” appointed to consider division of property after 104 the great fire of 1805
there were four classes, ‘the fourth class consisting of persons not having families and
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not proprietors of lands or houses.” In this class were included Dr. Wm. Brown and Dr.
McCroskey (McCoskry).9

William Brown

Dr. Brown was a bachelor. He came to Detroit in 1798 at the age of twenty-five, and lived
there until the close of his life in 1838. He was so popular that he made money faster
than any Yankee in town—this doubtless from his practice—although his friendliness

to the Indians was not recompensed as expected. He treated them for many years,
supplying medicine, on the understanding that he was to receive in compensation a tract
of land near the present site of the City of Toledo when they should dispose of it to the
United States. Their claim to it based upon a misunderstood treaty was not recognized
by the Government and the Doctor got no land. William Woodbridge then (in 1820)
territorial delegate to Congress used his best endeavors in the Doctor's behalf and Detroit
citizens were sympathetic, but he discovered that “the most he could do for the people he
represented was to prevent palpable mischief.”1

A twentieth century cynic commenting upon this would esteem Delegate Woodbridge
extremely fortunate in the prophylactic accomplishment. Even this inadequate “handout”
to the deserving would be gratefully appreciated by those dependent upon congressional
appropriations held up by a filibustering minority of the Senate in session one hundred and
seven years later. Unlike the Bourbons they can “forget” (the people) while never learning.

However, Dr. Brown was a “stockholder in the Bank of Michigan,” which, let us hope,
weathered later financial storms. He ‘was one of the sixteen men selected by the territory
when it reached the grade of self government in 1823, from which number the President
could choose eight to act as a legislative body, though he was not one of the eight.”

This is probably the opulent physician of whom Friend Palmer writes in “Early Days in
Detroit” who lost 550 pounds in the disastrous fire of 1805 which destroyed “Old Detroit.”
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And very likely it is he who later lived in a picket-fenced enclosure where the Russell
House (Bank) now stands.4

In August, 1807, Dr. William Brown of Detroit is ordered to attend “at the Council house
where the wounded will be sent.” This was part of general directions to “the Militia of this
Territory [to] hold themselves in readiness for the public defense at a moments warning.”
He was “active in ransoming prisoners” after the disastrous battle and massacre of the
River Raisin, 1813.7

In December, 1807, he was appointed “Surgeon to the detachment under the command of
Major Whipple and will be respected accordingly.”

It is gratifying to know that Dr. Brown was one of the “proprietors in the Old Town
of Detroit” and was able to sign a memorial of protest against sales of the ‘Detroit
Commons.”9

He with Dr. Stephen C. Henry signed an address to Judge Woodward, protesting against
his “determination of leaving the country.”9

105

In 1813 he, with others, signed a series of resolutions addressed to the British
Commander Proctor, asking revocation of an order the latter had made that they ‘should
depart from and leave the said territory.”9

He was member of the Legislative Council from Wayne County in 1828-1829 and
1830-1831; was trustee of the Corporation of Detroit in 1805, County Commissioner in
1820, and Trustee of the University in 1821.8

Stephen Chambers Henry

Dr. Henry was a native of Lancaster, Pennsylvania. He came to Detroit in 1810 (18117?)
and was a well known and prominent physician; was distinguished as a surgical operator,
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says Burton, one of his successful operations being the second of the kind in America, the
trying of the subclavian artery to reduce an aneurism in the neck. He is the one evidently
to whom Friend Palmer refers as a “nephew of the celebrated explorer and Indian trader,
Alexander Henry,” but this is apparently an error. He was twice married. He died August
12, 1834, of cholera at the age of 49 years, leaving a widow Charlotte F. Henry, “and two
sons William Aubrey Henry and David Farrand Henry.” This is from Burton and seems
sufficiently specific as to names, but Friend Palmer writing apparently of the same person
mentions a son and a daughter by his first wife.

It would be more than regrettable to place the parenthood of children such as these
incorrectly. They were, writes Palmer, ‘exceedingly well behaved, so much so that they
attracted the attention of the dwellers in that vicinity.”4

Happy father with whom the revolt of youth was not a pressing problem! It is hoped that
there is no implication to be read into the narrative that neighboring households did not
equally exemplify disciplinary values.

Dr. Henry was six feet, two inches in height “but so well proportioned that this was not
noticed.” He wore black cloth garments, tall hat and ruffled shirt.

Dr. Henry resigned the office of Captain in the Militia, May 24, 1824. He aided in
organizing the Protestant Society, December 7, 1821. “One of the most pleasing sides of
Henry's nature is shown in his letters to his young niece Anna Maria” writes Dr. Quaife in
Burton Historical Collection Leaflet No. 5, “Detroit Biographies—James Henry.”

“In September, 1810, Maria writes entreating her uncle's kindness and consideration

for her brother, Stephen Chambers Henry, who was leaving Lancaster for Detroit at this
time. For some reason his journey was prolonged, for James writes in February, 1811,
that Stephen has not yet arrived. Just when he reached Detroit, we do not know, but a
letter (undated) to Eliza (Maria's sister) notes that ‘Chambers appears happy & contented
which adds much to my satisfaction—I find in him a rational & pleasing companion and the
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society around us is not less sensible of his merit than | am—~he is attentive to his Books
and occasionally devotes some Hours to the belles.’

106

“Stephen Chambers Henry, John Joseph's eldest son, was born in Harrisburg, January 14,
1786. In 1809 he received an M.D. degree from the University of Pennsylvania. He was an
army surgeon in the War of 1812; and was made a prisoner at Hull's surrender of Detroit.
He married (first) Ann, daughter of William Forsyth, Jr., and they had three children. After
her death he married (second) Charlotte Pamela, daughter of Judge Daniel Farrand of
Vermont. Their one child, Daniel Farrand, was a consulting engineer in Detroit, a member
of the first class of the Sheffield Scientific School of Yale University.”

Writes Col. John Anderson to Governor Hull from River Raisin, 9th October, 1809:

“The 2nd Regt has no Surgeon for these two years past and as their [sic] is no hops [sic]
of Baldwin's returning, | wish you would appoint Peter Jeremy Austin a young man who
has been here about ten months past, he is from Vermont, and | think a good Doctr,
please Send out his commission by next Mail.”9

Was this Ethan Baldwin, and why did he not return? are burning questions; likewise, who
was the physician with Mrs. Schoolcraft's brother, concerning whom the latter writes to her
from Point au Pin, July 30, 1833?

“One of our men had been shot—he was unable to walk and we attributed it more to

fear than the severity of his wounds.”t “He had received five large buckshot, one passed
through his leg above the knee; the others lodged in different parts of his body. We had a
Physician, who composed one of our party; He extracted four but one had lodged so deep
in his shoulder that it could not be got at, without giving a great deal of pain to the man; it
will not, however, be of serious injury to him, for the Physician says that he will still be able
to perform his duties.”9
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The bright lexicon of the trader physician was not lacking in at least some synonym for
optimism.

David Mitchell (1780-1815) and His Subtle Red-Skin Spouse

Fort St. Joseph stands on the Islands of St. Joseph within the detour communicating

the Head of Lake Huron with Lake Superior. It can only be considered as a Post of
Assemblage for friendly Indians and in some degree a protection for the North West Fur
trade. The Garrison at St. Joseph consists of a small detachment from the Royal Artillery
and one Company of Veterans.9 (Letter of May 1812 Sir George Prevost to the Earl of
Liverpool.)

Dr. David Mitchell, a surgeon at the British garrison Michilimackinac, had evidently been
ordered away with his regiment, but because “it would be very detrimental to my interest”
offers his resignation to Major DePeyster, December 25, 1780.9 (Query—*“In Christmas
Spirit?”)

To this Major DePeyster agreed, in a letter written from Detroit March 17, 1781, “provided
the Commander in Chief had no objection.”9
t Italics are mine. C. B. B. 107

And to this General Haldimand replies from Quebec, April 20, 1781, that “the Times are
very unfavorable to complyance with Mr. Mitchell's request Surgeons being at present
much divided and difficult to be procured.”

“However if the King's Regt. should be relieved | shall endeavor to fall upon means to
prevent his leaving Michilimackinac should be persevere in his attention.”9

This cryptic communication followed a recommendation from Wm. Barr that he “one
Mitchell, mate to the 8th Regiment at Michilimackinac who | believe is a good man” he
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appointed to succeed Mr. Menzies at the Detroit Post “if he could be spared.” As will be
seen elsewhere he failed, evidently being “born to trouble as the sparks to fly upward.”

Dr. Mitchell's wife was a Chippewa Indian and at the time of the transfer of the post
following the war of 1812 the Doctor, a British subject and sympathizer, was among
others invited to sojourn at St. Joseph (now Manitoulin) Island. Mrs. Mitchell remained in
Michilimackinac to care for their fine house and garden and to continue her occupation
as trader in various commodities including pre-amendment beverages. She is said to
have shown ability as a trader. Dr. Mitchell displayed ability in other lines as the following
correspondence indicates.

Dealings with the Indians—Advertizement posted on the Church door.” (Copies of papers
on File in the Dominion Archives at Ottawa.)

September 9th 1815
Indian Agency,Michilimackinac.

Whereas a certain Elizth. Mitchell under a pretense of trading with the savages is and for
many years has been, as it has been represented to me, in the habit of holding her private
councils with those unfortunate deluded People and of advising with and persuading

them to the adoption of measures injurious to their real interests and that of the American
Government.

| therefore feel it to be my duty hereby to forbid the said Elizabeth Mitchell to hold further
intercourse with the Indians that may visit this Island either directly or indirectly until further
orders from the American Government.

Wm. Henry Puthuff, Indian Affairs Mackina.

Remarks by Dr. Mitchell: “It is only necessary to observe on this Advertisement that prior
to the agents arrival at Mackina Mrs. Mitchell is only responsible to the British Government
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for what advice she may have given the Indians as the country previous to his arrival
was under the British Government. After his arrival he had no right to enquire into the
Management of Indian Affairs and | defy him and all his Satellites to prove that Mrs.
Mitchell ever gave the Indians advice prejudicial to their interests or that of the American
Government.

“During the war she was extremely active in encouraging the Indians to defend their
country and it is well known that her exertions among them had a very considerable effect
which | presume is the sole cause that she has been insulted or robbed and plundered and
obliged to abandon her home and property.”

108
September 9th, 1815.

Indian DepartmentMichilimackinac.
Sir—

Your visit to this Island at this time without any apparent business, your connection here
and the character of that connection your sauntering about the village mixing with the
savages who visit this part, conversing secretly with them and many other circumstances
attending your conduct and general deportment since my arrival induces the opinion

here that your conduct and general deportment, is not, nor has been such as to meet the
views of either the British or American Government. You are therefore hereby forbidden to
hold conversation either public or private with any Indian or Indians who are now or may
hereafter arrived on the Island. Wm. Henry Puthuff Agent Indian Affairs Michilimackinac.

To:Ensign George Mitchell,Canadian Regiment.

Remarks by Dr. Mitchell: “In answer to this precious document it is only necessary to
observe that the young man cannot speak a word of the Indian language that he has been
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absent from his family twelve years, but the true reason for the rascally treatment that he
received was that he wears a Red Coat.”

Michilimackinac,5th October, 1815.
Madam:

In direct violation of my notice to you forbidding your interference with the Indians within
the American limits by holding private Councils with and misrepresenting the conduct

and intentions of the American Government and people to them you have as | have been
introduced combined with lllegal Improper Unjust False and Malicious Practice. You have
sent your Emissaries amongst them patrticularly of the Grand Traverse inviting them to
meet you here in Council. | have good reason for believing you have further interfered

in the intercepting dispatches from my Agents within the Indian country for these and
many other violations of the Laws of the United States and the intentions of the British and
American Government in the honest and faithful observance of the Peace entered into by
the late Treaty of Ghent | shall feel it my duty to apply to the Officer commanding the Post
for a Military Escort provided by Law to be furnished for the purpose of conveying you to
the Nearest Civil Tribunal having cognizance of such cases within the United States where
you may be put upon trial.

The step however unpleasant to my feelings | shall feel myself bound to adopt should you
not immediately on receipt of this notice cease to have further communication with any
Indians within the American limits of a private or improper nature. Wm. Henry Puthuff, Ind.
Affairs Mackinac.

To:Mrs. Mitchell:

Remarks by Dr. Mitchell: “A tissue of falsehood throughout and cannot be proven in one
single instance—nbesides the absolute stupidity of the Idea what advantage could accrue to
Mrs. Mitchell from interfering in Indian affairs or stimulating them to mischief when she was
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well acquainted with the anxious wishes of the British Government to use every possible
means to establish Peace between the Indians and Americans besides expending vast
guantities of goods for the same purpose—Witness Capt. Andersons voyage to La Prairie
des Chiens expressly for the purpose of making Peace! and that an Individual such as
Mrs. M. should endeavor to prevent it, 109 the Idea is too Stupid for any thinking being, at
least any person possessed of Common Sense.”

Michilimackinac.5th October, 1815.
Sir:

In a conversation with you had a few days since in which | gave you permission to send
Ardent Spirits among the Indians it was distinctly understood that your mother was to have
no communication with them. She yet remains in Trade her | will most closely observe
her, she has my order | will enforce it.I am Sir Yours &c William Henry Puthuff, Agent Indn
Affairs Michilimackinac.

Daniel Mitchell Esq.

Remarks by Dr. Mitchell: “One would naturally suppose that before proceeding to such
extremes the parties would have been confronted and proof given of acting contrary to the
Laws of the Country—No such thing, there is much more of true Liberty at Algiers than

at present at Michilimackinac—the people at that place are doing everything to initiate
[sic] the Indians—and when they have any difficulties with them they will be whining and
bellowing cursing the Democrats that it is the British influence that causes the mischief
when the truth is that it is owing to their own infamous conduct.”

It will hardly be questioned that in the foregoing clash between bureaucrat and cynic, the
Doctor has the best of it. The Major's prolixity indicates legal training, but of this there is
no evidence in the hands of the present writer. As usual it was the ultimate consumer who
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was hurt. Mr. Greusel, the reviewer of the correspondence, writes that as “a result of the
correspondence the license to sell spirits was annulled.”

“Dr. Mitchell's wife in particular has been used with peculiar rancour .. [her] Farm Garden
&c ... have suffered greatly from depredations which appear to be encouraged rather than
checked. They have also taken from her a small Island adjoining, never purchased by

the Americans but which was last year (with my concurrence) unanimously presented to
her by her relatives the Chippewas in return for Kindness to them.”9 (Lieutenant-Colonel
McDouall, from Drummond Island, September 24, 1815.)

It was kind of him to give “concurrence.”

“The House ... of Dr. Mitchells [has] been broken open and sustained much damage.”9
(Letter of Lieutenant-Colonel McDouall, October 2, 1815.)

The troubles of Doctor and Mrs. Mitchell came perilously near to causing an international
tragedy and the degree of concern of Colonel McDouall indicates sympathetic solicitude.
He writes “Mrs. Mitchell has | understand been prevented from putting out nets to fish in
other instances treated with marked indignity and even meanly accused of being a spy
of the British Government. As such a charge necessarily implicates myself | with that
indignation which it deserves, pronounce it to be a most illiberal Calumny—The British
Government are not accustomed to stoop to such practices.”9

“Stooping,” likewise perhaps snooping, must then be a later development 110 —a surprise
to the reviewer who had supposed it was always in existence and merely perfected in
“Victorian” times.

“It has been,” Lieutenant-Colonel McDouall writes, October 4, 1815, to Major-General
Robinson, “my study to conduct myself with that cautions circumspection which the
situation of affairs so obviously required” and refers to the “precious specimen of American
ingenuity in vamping up Charges to answer particular ends.”

Medical history of Michigan http://www.loc.gov/resource/lhbum.1995a



Library of Congress

He rhapsodizes and italicizes—"It is to me an enigma that | cannot solve that our Country
the first in Wealth, in power, in arms—the mistress of the World; swaying the destines of
Europe that she has delivered; admired, honored, revered by her greatest Sovereigns,
even by those ‘Whose boasted ancestry so high extendsThat in the Pagan Gods their
lineage ends’ that a country exalted to the utmost pinnacle of human greatness should
make concession after consission [sic] and with a caution and measured policy truckle to a
nation of yesterday, of no character, to such a people.” 9

The reader may fancy if his imagination is sufficiently vivid, how the Colonel pranced and
swore when he received from Citizen Puthoff this categorical denial of the charges:

“From Mrs. Mitchell | have just learnt, that no such attempt has been made to prevent her
from fishing or ‘Marked Indignity’ or insult offered her person, and that no one has of her
knowledge charged her with being ‘a spy for the British Government'—She declares her
willingness and wish to confront your informant, and to use her phraseology ‘Give him the
Lye.”9

We are left in no doubt of the Colonel's estimate of Puthoff, of General Jackson, and
others. The first “out-Herods Herod with his frantic violence with an equal mixture of
impudence and falsehood.” He charges that the “Command at Mackinac is in the hands
of a most illiberal Democrat, who sanctions the persecution of every one connected with
us, “ and in deploring the fate of the Indians under the new regime, refers with fine irony
to the “kindly, compassionate Americans,” who have with that pity which they have always
vouchsafed to that most unfortunate people, “consistently selected the Lamb-like Jackson
as the Almoner who is to dispense their bounty.”

llliberal Democrats will possibly read into this that New Orleans was at the period of the
Colonel's writing, a vivid and painful memory, and one not mitigated by the realization—a
later discovery—of the relative density of hemic and hydric fluids.
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“| fear | have harp'd upon this subject until all ar tired of it,” writes the Colonel. Such is also
the fear of the compiler of this correspondence but the comment cannot be withheld en
passant,that to one as bright and evidently versatile as was Dr. Mitchell, compensation

for services was quite inadequate. In the Haldimand Manuscript there is an account as
follows:9

“Dr. Mitchell To Salary as Surgeon to the Indian Department at this Post [Michilimackinac]
from 7th June to the 30th of Sept both days inclusive at 4 shillings New York Currency per
day£23—4."

111

Surgeon John McBeath, in His Majesty's Service under Lieutenant Governor Henry
Hamilton at Detroit, was more liberally rewarded, having been paid “£387 16s for services
from September 15, 1778 to December 24, 1780 831 days.”9

A different angle on the Mitchell affair is revealed in a “History of the Upper Peninsula—
The Western Historical Company 1883,” Page 362. It seems that Major Puthuff was in
continual quarrel with the agent of John J. Astor, Ramsey Crooks, also that “Eliza Abeth
Mitchell, who died February 26, 1827 ... was the deserted wife of Surgeon David Mitchell,
the man who traitorously betrayed the fort into the hands of Col. Roberts and his Indians of
the British Army. He [Mitchell] had to fly to Canada on the conclusion of peace leaving his
wife and family.”

Was it “thus or thus, or so or so,” and which happened—flight?—deportation? Did he
desert his wife and traitorously betray the fort, or was this propaganda?

References
1. Burton Historical Collection.

2. Burton Historical Collection Leaflet. Louise Rau—Vol. Ill, No

Medical history of Michigan http://www.loc.gov/resource/lhbum.1995a



Library of Congress

3. Cyclopedia of American Medical Biography—Saunders.

4. Early Days in Detroit—Palmer.

5. Germanic Influence in the Making of Michigan—Russell

6. Historic Michigan—~Fuller.

7. Landmarks of Wayne County and Detroit—Ross and Catlin.

8. Michigan Biographies.

9. Michigan Pioneer and Historical Collections.

Chapter VExperiences of the Pioneerin which the DoctorBulks Large

“This may be said to be a buying or borrowingand not a making or compilingof a book. —
Montaigne.
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CHAPTER VExperiences of the Pioneer in Whichthe Doctor Bulks LargeBy C. B.
Burr, M. D., Flint, Michigan

William Hull, selected by President Jefferson to be the first governor of the New Territory
of Michigan, reached the eastern border of his dominion on the first day of July, 1805.

As the little schooner that carried him and his fortunes made its way up the island-strewn
river toward the century-old town of Detroit, the Governor's expectant gaze was greeted
by the sight of a single row of low white farmhouses, with sharply pitched roofs pierced by
small gable windows. About the houses were great pear trees raised from seeds brought
from France by Cadillac's followers, and orchards of Lombardy apples, whose fame was
to spread throughout the country. High fences of round cedar posts guarded the farms
from the cattle, and especially from the drove of squealing French ponies that dashed
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up and down the narrow road leading along the river bank; the picket fences also served
as a sort of fortification in case of Indians attacks, and often proved a defense not to be
despised.”17

“In the summer of 1827 General Cass was absent from Detroit for two months, engaged in
a perilous undertaking [that of determining definite boundaries between the Indians tribes
of the West]. He manned his canoe and made his way up the Fox and down the Wisconsin
rivers for the purpose of discovering the actual condition of things and of communicating
with the forces at St. Louis by the quickest possible method ... he landed boldly at a
Winnebago village. There were indications of hostile movements. He remonstrated with
the chiefs and warned them of the results of war. As he turned to leave, a young brave
aimed his gun at him and pulled the trigger. The gun missed fire, however, and his life
was saved. .. Years after in the palace of St. Cloud the scene came back to him with all

its vividness, and he compared the timed Seine with the mighty Mississippi and the even
more mighty Missouri, remembering how he was whirled along through the night on a race
for peace and the lives of his people.”2

Ocean travel hitherward was with admirable restraint mentioned by Mr. Busby as “quite an
undertaking in those days” (The early ‘thirties). “We were forty-four days upon the water
and sometime pretty well shaken up. | have seen it so rough that nearly everyone was
sea-sick, even the 116 animals for in those days they always took a cow, sheep, pigs, and
poultry. | remember well the turkeys were sick, also the cow. Every day or so they would
kill a pig or sheep for fresh meat.”17

It will be noticed that in this account no mention is made of the slaughter of turkeys,
which despite the limited menu must have been hailed with satisfaction by the passenger
who had observed the visitation upon them of mal de mer. Were the turkeys perchance
reserved for the crew?
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It is recorded by Carverl18 that in the month of July, 1762, “it rained in this [Detroit] town
[of about one hundred houses] and the parts adjacent a sulphurous water of the color and
consistence of ink: some of which, being collected into bottles and wrote with, appeared
perfectly intelligible on the paper and answered every purpose of that useful liquid.”

And still there was at that time no “progress,” there were no automobile factories, no
smoke. How did it happen? The writer refrains from viewing this as a portent of the Indian
wars which appeared soon after Carver's communication, although there are “well attested
instances of extraordinary phenomena happening before extraordinary events ... recorded,
in almost every age by historians of veracity.”

Such testimony as the above would tend to justify and confirm the alleged opinion of

Mr. Ford, evaluating history. However, the experiences of a doctor, one hundred years
later, with precipitation assuming the mourning garb, cannot be questioned. The pioneer
physician, S. L. Andrews, of Romeo, sent in the 1868 to the Detroit Review of Medicine
and Pharmacy “a specimen of the sediment collected from a portion of the ‘black snow’
which fell quite extensively a few weeks since. It consists large of the carbonized debris
of grasses and other vegetable substances, with a few organized elements not familiar to
us.” The request is made for further enlightenment as to the extent to which the snow was
discolored, the depth of the colored layer, the direction of the storm and the date of the
snow fall.3

Dr. Andrews “made an approximate calculation of the quantity which fell by weighing
the matter collected” and “found it to be about one grain to the square foot. this would
give over six pounds avoirdupois per acre and 3,840 pounds to the square mile—nearly
seventy tons to a township six miles square.” “What,” he inquires, “may be the hygienic
influence of this phenomenon? ... What may not be expected of the impalpable matter
furnishing the seeds of epidemic diseases? Will not the study of the laws of meteorology
causing the recent fall of dust aid in understanding the spread of epidemic disease?”3

Medical history of Michigan http://www.loc.gov/resource/lhbum.1995a



Library of Congress

So far as the reviewer is aware there where no mental hygiene associations in existence
at that period and the assumption is compelled that “hygienic” refers to commonplace
physical.

Every town of any considerable importance had in post-revolutionary war, and more
particularly post-1812 war days, an “Eagle Tavern.” The one in Detroit bearing a sign, “a
spread eagle on each side,” was located on 117

The PioneerTaken from original drawing by Mr. J. Haro for The Quill, flint, Michigan.
Courtesy of Miss Evelyn Labinsky, Editor.

118 Woodward Avenue a few doors below the Grand Circus. It was originally a residence
and was fitted up during the winter of 1830 for a hotel by Mr. Busby.17

An “Eagle Tavern” is also mentioned by Mr. Levi Bishop as a rendezvous—a “hunters
lodge”—for sympathizers with the Canadian revolutionary movement in the Patriot War of
1837-38.T “This,” he writes, “now [1861{ stands on Woodbridge St.” It was doubtless the
successor of the original tavern located on woodward Avenue, Mr. Busby having sold out
in 1833, following business stagnation due to the cholera epidemic of the previous year.

T See Dr. Edward Alexander Theller and the Patriot War of ‘38, Chapter VII, page 302.

Detroit, in 1830, was a place of about 2200 inhabitants. “I had to take the horse and cart,”
writes Mr. Busby, “and empty barrels every morning and drive down into the river and then
with a pail fill the barrels which by the time | got home would not be more than two-thirds
full owing to the rough road.”17

“One of the most important duties pertaining to the domestic economy was the keeping

of fire. Scarcely did the Vestal Virgins of Rome or the priests of ancient Judah guard with
greater care than did our pioneers guard the fires of their hearth stones sixty years ago. If
[fire was] allowed to ‘go out’ it could only be reproduced by flint and steel or by procuring it
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from a neighbor who was so fortunate as to have kept his and who perhaps lived a mile or
more away. Either process in a cold morning was very undesirable.”17

And if Dr. Adams was not the first to flourish a lucifer match in the Nankin settlement he
had the enviable distinction of having built the log house on the corner of Mr. Osband's
father's farm in which Mr. O. D. Swift (in 1836) produced it. “He and his family had been
from home. On their return | accompanied them from our house and suggested that he
take some fire [transport burning coals]. He said no, he would start a fire with a match.
This was new to me and much curiosity | watched the process of drawing a lucifer match
from between two pieces of sandpaper and producing fire.”17

Can the reader envisage the haughty and condescending Mr. Swift, the curious Mr.
Osband, and the envious Dr. Adams, if perchance he was among those “also present.”?

“The hard winter of 184-1843 is still vividly recollected as a season of exceedingly cold
weather and deep snow.” There was “much hardship and suffering” and “considerable loss
of life.” “Game perished for lack of food.” Wild turkeys came into the village of Watervliet
and fed upon corn thrown out to them. One pioneer found in the woods “seven deer lying
upon the snow dead of cold and hunger.”17

It is said that quite a number of inhabitants (in Hamilton township) became much exercised
over the belief that the extraordinary snow fall had been sent to effect destruction of the
earth—"the theory being that the snow 119 would, in melting, turn to oil, take fire and so
burn the world with everything in it.”17

Mr. Abbe. host at a wayside tavern in Van Buren County, was eccentric but pious. A lad
in his employ when wearied of labor would suggest to him a season of prayer in the grove
and get away with it.

At a revival meeting a girl moved by the spirit cried out, “Oh, | feel as if | were in the devil's
iron chest and that it was locked.”
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“Yes, yes,” shouted Uncle Abbe, jumping up and gesticulating, “Yes, brethren, she's in the
devil's iron chest, and we've all got keys to it.”7

Honni soit qui mal y pense.

“Samuel Watson, then, [1837] about sixty years of age, had gone on foot to Paw Paw in
guest to medicine for some member of his family. Upon his return he died alone in the
woo0ds.”7

Of “the great immigration of 1836” a settler in Van Buren County remarked, “I've known the
time when the rush at Dodge's was so great and the demand for lodging so pressing that
travelers offered as high as a dollar for the privilege of leaning against a post.”7

Hope was evidently “deferred” for the pioneers of Hope, Barry County, who encountered
particularly hard times during winters of the forties. It was often said in jest that if a man
wintered so that he could in the spring “pull a leek out of the ground without falling over
backwards, he had wintered exceedingly well.” It was said that in early spring “the entire
population of the township had no time to do anything except to pull cattle out of the mire
and swamp. Money was scare, and, as there wasn't much in the way of opportunity to
earn it at home, many settlers would go miles to work for somebody that had cash, or they
would be glad to work even for someone who could pay them in pork, which was gladly
carried home over an eight or ten miles pedestrian journey.”6

“Sometimes two or three yoke of cattle were hitched to a single wagon, and they were
pretty sure to be needed on the early roads of Michigan.”

“A big substantial wagon is seen surmounted with hoops on which is stretched a sheet
of heavy canvas which was once white but which is now stained with every one of the
seventy or eighty different kinds of mud to be found between Detroit and Battle Creek.
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“On the front seat of wagon sits a woman who may be the counterpart of her husband in
strength and determination, but is quite likely to show the delicate features so common
among American women, worn with toil and surmounted by sad eyes, which look with
dread on the dark forest by which they are surrounded and in which they are to make
themselves a new home.”6

Ezra Sherwin who, thinking it Saturday, had busied himself making a table, his wife
meanwhile having hung out the week's washing, found it necessary to go to the post
office which he found closed. “Why,” they replied to his interrogation, “it is never open on
Sunday.”

“Sunday! Gracious heavens thought I, and my wife has the washing 120 on the line this
minute, and a new table in my shop will testify of my day's work, and only a week before

| had read the sermon and led the orthodox meeting in the school-house. | went home
and told my wife. you may guess that washing came off that line in a hurry, but I did not
break up my table; it was too good a one, and | have no doubt if the recording angel wrote
down that day's work against us, when he came to look at the very day's work quiet of

the streets of Palmyra in 1841, and remembered that the transgressors were but three
weeks married, and but a little out of their teens, he has long since with a sunny smile of
forgiveness blotted it out forever.”

An example of the constancy and fortitude of pioneers is thus recorded, “Yet she clung
closely to the religion her youth, a stanch Presbyterian,” although “all the hardships,
privations and struggles of a brave pioneer woman were hers.”

“The meteor of 1861 is well remembered on the south side of the swamp in Decatur ... is
an almost fresh incident in the minds of many. .. Indeed one valiant householder ... made
sure that the meteoric explosion was simply a revel advance upon Decatur householders,
and ... with the cry, ‘The rebels are shelling us,” he proceeded to barricade doors and
windows, put his family under arms and with musket in hand, declared that he was not
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only ‘ready for them’ but that he would pledge himself to whip a dozen rebels single-
handed.” (Source of this and preceding quotation mislaid.)

They had their troubles, the pioneers, physicians among the rest. Indeed, the physician
bore burdens out of all proportion to the unit average. It was necessarily so. Upon him
much depended. The health of the community was, measurably, in his keeping. His
facilities for getting about were limited and his equipment meager. He forded turbulent
streams on horseback or fared forth through blinding storms on snow shoes to visit

the sick. His meals were irregular, his larder ill-provided. In “the bush” he fought the
pestiferous mosquito, his hours of work were long, his sleep inadequate. He must fashion
his own splints, use crude material in bandaging, operate surgically under conditions

of extremest difficulty. Fortunately for him, he was not hampered in surgical work by

any handicap of asepsis and if his operating wound exuded only “laudable pus,” he was
satisfied. | have heard an old time surgeon, whose highly respected name will appear
more than once in this history, declare that the presence of maggots in the wound was
frequently hailed with satisfaction. He made the incision, the flies in serious conditions, “did
the rest.”

“In early times, pioneers sometimes made meal of their corn by pounding it in a hollow
stump. .. One ingenious person had constructed a mill which answered an admirable
purpose by felling a tall tree and excavating a trough the whole length of it. .. A small
guantity of corn was poured into it and was then ground into meal by means of a heavy
wooden roller ... rolled back and forth by two persons. The use of this mill was free to all
and it was a great neighborhood convenience. .. These rude contrivances would 121 not
make flour and the grist mill must be resorted to; that might be a day's journey away and
the farmer who went the distance with a small grist was never quite sure that he would
not find the mill out of repair or not running for want of water or because the miller was
prostrated by one of the fevers incident to a new country.”15
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“I might have described to you,,” declares, with regrettable restraint, a pioneer, “the
sickness, privation, and hunder endured ... or the breaking of Captain——'s leg and of the
surgical skill of our family physician who upon arriving at the house decided that it was not
necessary to set the limb before the inflamation [sic] subsided and the muscles relaxed
for which about one week's time would be necessary; of the hopeless look of the Captain
when he heard it; of our sending for Dr. —— and carrying ——home on a litter and the
same day or the next, myself extending the limb while the Doctor adjusted it to the great
relief of all present.” How much more impressive, this story, had there been no inhibitions
upon the narrator's speaking.

Of Dr. J. H. Hascall, Corunna, who came to Michigan in 1833 and was graduated at
the University of Michigan in 1856, it is recorded: “For many years his ride extended
over the entire county and at times outside and at that day to reach his patients at such
distance meant the surrounding of obstacles and dangers unknown to the practitioners
of the present day. Many times he would be compelled to leave his horse and thread
his way through swamps and bogs, waling over logs and wading through the stagnant
mires to reach some pioneer's cabin in the unbroken wilderness to minister to the sick
and distressed, and many such hardships were endured and sacrifices made without
remuneration asked for or proffered.”17

In “At the Top of Tobin,” a very readable piece of fiction by Stanley Olmsted (Dial Press)
published in 1926, there is given on page 61, a description of “the village Doctor.” While
this is written of a more recent period and has to do with an environment remote from
Michigan it fits so well into the present picture as to be quotable for the purpose of this
article.

“His stocky figure, hundred atop his grey gelding and leathern saddlebags was as familiar
throughout the country as the outcropping boulders with which he seemed to blend.
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“Dr. McApperson's saddlebags were stuffed with everything exacted by the more
advanced science of medical monthlies to which he was a liberal subscriber. Under their
right flap were the powders; blue mass, a cathartic for colds and fevers; rhubarb powder;
ipecacuanha; tartar emetic; quinine flakes calomel; aloes; guiacum for rheumatism; senna
leaves; mandrake, a substitute for calomel; iodide; bromide, chlorate, acetate and nitrate
of potash (saltpetre). Under the left flap in fluted leathern rolls were the phials of liquid
solutions; hartshorn for snake bite and milk sickness; digitalis; veratrum viride; tinctures,
of cardamom; colchicum (for rheumatism) lobelia (for croup), nux vomica, ferrum, arnica,
gelsemium (to lower temperature) and capsicum, a stomach tonic. The saddlebags never
failed to carry, 122 as well, a pair of ‘twisters’ for pulling teeth, a thumb lancet, and a
catheter.”

Current medical literature and such a variety of medicines as above enumerated had no
place in the armamentarium of the physician in the early thirties, in Michigan but forty
years later any or all might be found in the possession of the “country practitioner” whose
“rides” covered considerable territory. The writer's “preceptor” carried a “universal” forceps
for tooth extraction, and another variety for population augmentation purposes.

“A wooden mortar and pestle was not uncommon in the pioneer home and served a daily
use. If not of much beauty, it was an essential, an important article in the days when
pepper and mustard, cinnamon and allspice and the awful Peruvian bark had to be ground
up.”16 (Henry A. Haigh.)

The log cabin “was a house made of either hewn or hewn logs, rolled

Pioneer Physician's Saddlebags

up and notched down at the corners. In building, a day was usually fixed for raising and
the neighbors called together. At a time appointed, four men were selected, one man to
each corner of the house with axes in their hands. It was the business of those four men to
carry up the corners by notching down the logs while other men were engaged getting the
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logs in place and rolling them up. When the corners were carried high enough for the roof,
the gable ends were put up, of shorter logs, dressed with an ax to a proper pitch for a roof.
Then logs were thrown across the house from one gable end to the other and notched
down the proper width apart to support clapboards which were laid upon them in a way to
shed rain. What are termed weight-poles’ were then laid upon the roof across the building
so as to hold the clapboards in place. Then with puncheons split out of timber a little
thicker than plant, hewed smooth on one side and laid upon the sleepers for a floor, with a
stick chimney laid up and plastered with clay mortar with the 123 cracks between the logs
filled and plastered and with logs sawed out of a proper width for a door (consisting of a
few boards nailed together) and for a small window the log cabin was completed, ready
for occupation without the use of nails except the few wrought nails required in making the
door.”1

Coming to Michigan in 1837 was no continuous round of pleasure for the tourist. On the
contrary:

Writes Mrs. Dye of such an experience of multiple hardships, toil and suffering—"flies,
gnats and mosquitoes” were “so numerous that the sky was completely darkened.”17

Dr. Oliver J. Stiles, living in Vermontville in 1838, carried on his back five pigs, from
Ceresco, walking “the entire distance of about twenty-five miles.” He was offered the sow
in addition but declined.17 (John F. Hinman.)

In 1827, Dr. George Lee came to Mt. Clemens from Ontario County, N. Y. “On arriving at
Detroit he was told of an opening in that village and left Detroit on the Schooner Harriet,
Captain Hayward, Commander, for this port.” He “was four days performing the voyage.
The forests then hung over the river so as often to entangle the rigging.”17

Hon. S. D. Bingham of Lansing related this pathetic episode in a memoir of A. D. P. Van
Buren. “He records as a tender remembrance of those days [1837] that after a year had
gone by and they had not seen a person or a thing they had known in New York, his
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mother found a house fly that had been caught and preserved between the leaves of a
book and exclaimed ‘Here is a fly from New York State! Now children, don't touch it, let it
remain in this book just as it is, for it is a fly that once lived in our old home.”17

“One of us” will vouch for the complete credibility of Mr. Bingham, his former chief. His
was a poetic and lovable soul and a sometime journalist he could not be classed with the
hopelessly credulous.

The “Willow Run” settlement was located in the southeast part of Washtenaw and the
western portion of Wayne County. To the west of Mr. McMath's house across from

the Willow Run was, in 1828, an unbroken wilderness. “It remained so, unsettled and
uninhabited for many years, the home and hiding place of voles and other wild beasts.
Wild hogs in great numbers roamed over the whole region. They were often hunted as
game, caught with great difficulty, and like the man's horse, worth but little when caught;
they were too poor for pork and too wild and savage to be either fatted or tamed.”17

Mr. McMath's Uncle James was at the Battle of Lundy's Lane and he and the father of

Mr. McMath, also a veteran of the War of 1812, found great satisfaction in fighting over
the old battles. Other members of the family at that time embraced the then prevalent
doctrine of total abstinence, but Uncle James, though a good Presbhyterian, sat tight and
did not relinquish a life-long habit of taking “genuine whiskey” and bitters every morning
and 124 evening. He lived beyond the ninety age, “quite strong and able to do many kinds
of manual labor” while his brothers died at sixty to seventy. Mr. McMath does not “stop

to speculate” whether his life was prolonged because of or in spite of this pre-Volstead
practice. In other words, whether it was propter hoc or a simple post hoc

The reader of this, should there peradventure be such a person, is enjoined not to draw
inferences from his own predilections and preferences, but it is a legitimate deduction from
the fact that at his sister Mabelle's marriage the story teller “got most ingloriously drunk,”
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that among his Uncle James’ nephews, he was probably a favorite and that he regarded
the morning and evening sin indulgently.

Among the imports to Grand Rapids in 1854 “were 1,683 barrels of pork and 1,458 barrels
of whisky. A query as to ‘why so much pork with so little whisky’ was never satisfactorily
answered.”8

It is with extreme reluctance that the above, among many hardships of the pioneer, is
recorded.

But this is afield. What the reviewer set out to write was that the “good old Dr. Millington
looked after the death of his people” “while the lawyers [no adjectives appear before their
names] ...,” etc., etc.17

Dr. Rufus Brown and Dr. Scovel were among the ardent supporters of Stevens T. Mason,
the first governor of Michigan. There were lively times during this campaign and street
encounters were not rare.14

“Next to the Banks was an old house sheltered by tall poplars where lived a widow, who
soon passed on, and left room for an Elder, who lived there several years. The houses
on this street, with one exception, were good two-story houses, facing the lake, the best
location in our town; these homes were our ‘Fifth Avenue.’

“There were homes on the Milford road. McKnight, a laboring man, lived in a little house
on the south side of the street; the largest families in our town were the McKnights and
the Cobblers. ‘Old man Horner’ and his wife lived on the north side of the street, a little
old man, ill kept, with full beard and tousled hair. He and his wife were hard working and
honest. For some reason, not known to the boys, he was sent to the county jail in Pontiac
to await trial, and Mrs. Butcher remembering the Bible injunction to visit those in prison
took the ‘little deacon’ with her and called on the old man in jail. We will trust it did him at
least as much good as it probably did for the little deacon.

Medical history of Michigan http://www.loc.gov/resource/lhbum.1995a



Library of Congress

“On the Pontiac road there were no homes within the village limits, except the Methodist
parsonage. A few yards beyond the parsonage was an attractive white farm house of two
stories. There were evergreen trees in the front yard.”16 (“The Folk of Our Town"—Henry
O. Severance.)

Dr. Bennett F. Root was the first regular physician in the town of Manchester in 1834.
Once in crossing the Raisin on the old pole bridge he fell through into the river. “The
Doctor being seventy-one years old and a regular physician for fifty years, and being a
believer in the water cure to 125 the period of his immersion, could never reconcile his
ancient faith with his modern experience.”17

Quite so. Crossing bridges at one and seventy is a precious performance.

Doctors there were in plenty, too, who rode the country on horseback with medicine in
saddle-bags and dealt out such doses of calomel and jalap as would seem to render
impossible the survival of any but the fittest. But in those days the calls upon the doctor
bore small proportion to the number of cases of disease; the people doctored themselves
with various concoctions of bitter herbs and other simples which were popularly supposed
to have healing qualities. The women were mid-wives to one another as occasion
required.15

On the other hand it is recorded elsewhere that there were five doctors in a place of about
eight hundred inhabitants, but it being “not a very good place for a person to get a living
out of other people's difficulties, lawyers are not very plenty. There are two that try to honor
the profession, but so far have failed to do it.”17

Dr. George Edward Smith “was the first physician in the lower end of the Saginaw Valley.”
He was graduated at Cleveland Medical College in 1851 and “removed to lower Saginaw,
now Bay City”; was postmaster at Bay City for some years previous to 1861.
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To improve his health (in 1837), he accompanied his brother on a trip on the schooner
Coneaut Packet: was shipwrecked in Lake Huron above Goderich and the party was not
heard from for six weeks. It was late in the fall when they were found “nearly naked and
with scarcely any shoes on their feet.” He died in 1887, aged sixty-two years.17

Clarence Budington Kelland in Liberty, December 15, 1928, had something to say of social
customs and provisions in “My Home Town.”

We didn't go calling—we visited. The older ladies went in the morning and took their
knitting and made a day of it. It wasn't worth messing up the house to have a formal call,
and it didn't count anyhow if you didn't have a meal in the house.

Those were the days of cooks. Cake was cake and pie was pie—though there was the
school that held out for cinnamon in apple pie and the school that would have none of it.
Personally, | was for both.

And cookies! On the top step of our cellar stairs were always two five-gallon crocks,

one filled with ginger and one with sugar cookies. And that cellar! Barrels of Northern
Spies and Greenings, bins of potatoes, heaps of cabbages and turnips and squash and
pumpkins, and shelves of jelly and canned fruits—the whole mingling with the cool earthy
smell making an-odor to carry as long as the nose continues to function.

No, the world has been ruined by progress and inventions. But whatever comes, | know
one town that will be hurt less by them than any other place, one town that will persist in its
way, one town that will cling to its old ideals and live as best it can the old sane, beautiful,
livable life—and that is my home town, Portland on the Grand.t

T Produced through the courtesy of Liberty Magazine.

Dr. Daniel H. FitzHugh in June, 1835, making his first visit to Saginaw Valley, “rode over
the prairies where the bluejoint grass was as high as the pony's back.”17

126
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Dr. Fletcher Randall came with a brother-in-law to Kalamazoo in June, 1835. They drove a
team all the way from Vermont.

“Those in Silver [Islet among them Dr. Tompkins] in 1870, where often the thermometer
registered 30 below, when provisions were none too plenty and fresh meats not
procurable, were saved from ‘fevers and pneumonia,’ so it is recorded, by ‘nothing but the
salubrity of the climate.” There were other compensations. ‘Before spring the Great Lakes
became frozen far out from the shore, thus affording these isolated people's grand skating

rink.

Silver Islet was “not strictly within our own borders.” It is featured in “Michigan Pioneer and
Historical Collections” (Volume XIV). There is an interesting account of pioneer manners
and customs in the same volume, page 437.

In the early days of mining there was but one physician for a company and it was
necessary for him to be on call constantly. A missionary, writing of the situation, says,

“So | carried my little medicine case with me and dosed out quinine and salts as well as
theology and Gospel.” He adds facetiously, “I don't know that | killed any more than the
regular physician.” It is well known that the prayer of the righteous availeth much, and in
critical moments he resorted to theological therapeusis. One in spasms and convulsions
survived this, indeed felt better and was tided over a period pending the physician's
arrival. This was opportune, it being a severe case of inflammation of the kidneys and with
“another hour's delay it would have been too late.”17

Having heard of a successful operation for appendicitis made with crude instrument by one
of his companions, not a surgeon, inquiry was made and the following letter received in

reply:

Department of Conservation
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Oscoda, May 2, 1927
My dear Doctor Burr:

Sorry to shatter what would have made an interesting tale to your surgical world, but all
there was to the W. H. Foster matter was that his abdomen swelled abnormally and to
such a degree that it caused agonizing pain. Might have been a tumor, appendicitis or
something else. Foster's story, given to me personally, was that he heated an iron spike
and burned a hole in the peritoneum which belched gas and ordure. About eight months,
| think it was, after this occurrence on Isle Royale, he was with me working on a wild life
exposition by our department at State Fair, Detroit. At that time the incision was still open
and all his ordure was passing through it instead of through rectum. Before our show was
concluded Foster died in a Detroit hospital. Mr. Charles Daniels, Ford car dealer, Detroit,
may tell you hospital and doctors in attendance.Very Truly yours, James McGillivray.

In the Upper Peninsula in 1846 and 1847 a miner was severely injured by a premature
blast. He was compelled to walk fifty miles in cold and snow to consult a surgeon, his eye
the while lying exposed upon the cheek.17

Of the late Professor A. B. Palmer's experiences in early practice in 1839 and thereabouts,
it is written: “Often the homes of distant patients 127 could only be reached by bridle paths
through the woods.” In some cases it was not even a bridle path and the horse was tied to
a tree while the doctor scrambled over fallen tree trunks and bogs to the log cabin of the
patient. Once a stream was to be forded. His companion hesitated but the Doctor plunged
boldly in. It proved to be deeper than he supposed, the horse lost his footing, and both
went under. As he at length scrambled out he said he hoped the bystanders would not
think he had left the true church and gone over to the Baptists.”t

T Memorial of Alonzo Benjamin Palmer, University of Michigan Library.
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Dr. William B. Lincoln came to lonia in 1833 after more than a month's journey from Utica.
The country was then an unbroken wilderness from Jackson to the Grand River Valley. For
several years he was the only physician in that region. He frequently traveled forty miles

a day on horseback, or on foot from thirty to forty miles to visit the sick; was necessitated
often to ford Grand River.17

“A horseback ride of sixty miles” to attend an obstetrical case—there and back the same
day—"seems like a considerable job, but then [in the thirties] it was looked upon as a
common incident in the life of a backwoods doctor.”10

Dr. Lincoln, of whom the foregoing is written, was in 1881 in lonia “still hale and hearty”
and with “an active interest in the stirring duties of life.”

Dr. Lincoln could “guess off” a load of hay as well as assist effectively in augmenting
population. “Mrs. Avery's faith in his guessing powers” was “emphatically endorsed” when
he came within one pound of the correct weight.

In the winter of 1834-1835" he “was besought to open a school in his office” and
“consenting to the plan he trained the young and tender idea during that winter to climb the
dizzy heights of learning.”10

He was “known far and wide”; “rode over a circuit so broad that his earliest experience was
mainly passed in the saddle.”10

He purchased the site, of a sawmill destroyed by fire, in 1838 for six sheep.10

Writes Dr. N. M. Thomas in his interesting autobiography. “I had to light a candle to see
her tongue, in the day time, the log cabin being so dark.”

William H. Cross writes that in 1833 he “was reduced very low with sickness.” Good
mother Fletcher of Nottawa “rode ten miles on a buckboard on a wagon behind a yoke of
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oxen,” remained and nursed him from Tuesday to Thursday, “then rode home on a load of
lumber, and all this on very slight acquaintance.”17

There were no doctors in Alpena as late as 1864 and patients were necessitated to
undergo a journey to Detroit for surgical treatment.17

Dr. N. M. Thomas, in coming to Michigan in 1830, crossed Carrying River near Port
Clinton on Lake Erie in a canoe, swimming his horse at the 128 side, followed a dim trail
along the river, without passing a habitation, crossed the Maumee at Perrysburg and
continued the journey on through Monroe, Adrian, and Tecumseh, “all small villages.”1

The winter of ‘42-43 was the “longest and hardest from the first settlement of the
country.”1

Of a pioneer who died at the age of seventy-three, it is recorded that he had a stubborn
attack of erysipelas which did not yield to treatment. However, his biographer assures a
receptive world that he “cannot speak too highly of the unceasing care and attention of the
entire community.” This should have helped some.

Dr. N. M. Thomas, on the way to Chicago in 1830, was entertained at a mission in St.
Joseph, and by a French trader living with a squaw. Under the Frenchman's advice he
went with the “express” to Chicago. This consisted of two men on horseback, who carried
mails from Niles. They traveled together several miles on the lake beach to Calumet River,
which they found too deep for fording, were necessitated to strike out into the Lake, until a
bar was reached, then turning course and keeping parallel with the shore, they were able
to pass the mouth of the Calumet without swimming their horses.1

A shower of meteors sometime in the thirties, seen on the way to an obstetrical case
between one and two A. M., was to Dr. N. M. Thomas “partial compensation for loss of
sleep.” Indeed, his sleep must have been much broken. He relates an incident of sleeping
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during a two-mile ride on horseback. To horseback riding he attributes escape from the
disease prevailing in 1833-1834, cholera.

Jesse Thomas, a student of medicine, made his way to Michigan in the thirties by the
Ohio River to Cairo, thence by the Mississippi to Alton, by the lllinois to Putham County,
by stage to Chicago, by boat to St. Joseph, by stage to destination—a three week’ trip
including a stop-over of one week.

“I generally did all the milling for family use. | performed a journey on horseback, taking a
bag full of grain at a time and leaving it to be ground in its proper turn, which was generally
fixed for some days ahead, at which time | had to make a second trip to return it in flour or
meal. It was not uncommon to be disappointed in getting it ground according to promise.

| must then either return home without it or wait until so late an hour that | would be
compelled to make my return after night, some three or four miles distant, and to travel at
no greater speed than a walk.”1

Compensations there were. His relatives all lived in log cabins but pioneer hospitality
wa boundless. How Dr. Thomas enjoyed his mother's “warm biscuits” and Aunt Dorcas’
“peach dumplings”; and of a supper which “just suited my taste” of “unskimmed milk
and bread” and of a “pudding put into a small bag and boiled in a kettle,” he writes
enthusiastically.

129

Dr. Victor C. Vaughan's “Memories” (Bobbs- Merrill Company) reveal extremely interesting
experiences. The hardships of his early life in the war-torn State of Missouri make a
stirring appeal. That they were of profound importance in determining the sturdy character
and strength of purpose, with which his life was replete, can scarcely be doubted. “My life,”
he writes, “has been determined by heredity and environment. These are the factors that
have molded my being, given directions to its development, marked out the course of its
growth and set bounds to its activities. Had either been different from what it was, better
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or worse, | would have been different from what | have been and from what | am. Heredity
supplies the seed and this contains the potentialities of life. Environment conditions the
growth, supplying the soil and all else concerned in the conversion of the potential into the
actual.”

The revelation of his student preparation, his acquaintance with the classics and his
pedagogic functions in school life previous to matriculation at the University of Michigan
display remarkable versatility and resourcefulness, of which those acquainted only with
hi achievements in medicine and surgery, in chemistry and hygiene, his war work, his
voluminous contributions to medical lore and his teaching functions were unaware.

Major Henry Whiting, Quartermaster U. S. Army, in the fall of 1842, was desirous of getting
supplies through to the troops then stationed at Saginaw City. “With eight days’ labor they
[the party assembled] succeeded in carrying four tons of supplies from Detroit to Saginaw.
In performing this they were obliged to ford the Clinton River five times; the Thread, Cass
and Flint Rivers, also the Pine and the EIm.” Fortunate indeed was it for the soldiers that
they were successful, for “when the supplies arrived they were almost famished, having
been without rations previous to Uncle Harvey's [Williams] arrival.”17

“In two years after the arrival of this [Pettingill] family they were alternately alarmed,
interested, and finally amused by the performances of a family of twelve wolves that

lived in the swamps and on the borders of the Grand River” [Jackson County]. “Each of
the brutes was readily distinguishable by his voice. Regularly with nightfall came their
concerts, a heavy coarse voice leading, a shriller one following, and the ten tenors joining
in the chorus. They ceased at the close of their vespers in orderly relations, the oldest
desisting first, and so on until the music ended in the fine squeal of youngster.”11

In connection with the foregoing there might be mentioned the story of an agile and
lengthy seven-foot blue-racer, but it is withal so stirring that the present writer is restrained
from entering into particular more than briefly. The snake “sprang from his assailants into
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the top of small tree,” then “flung himself toward the eldest son,” of eleven years, who “hit
him as he flew” and completed the “routing of the camp” of these repitiles.

The length noted above was the average “of the entire lot.”

A party lost in “Old Maids Swamp” in Eaton County, “wandered for 130 several days
before they finally found relief, and that only after some of their number had hunted for it.”9

Pioneers were devilishly venturesome and took many a long chance.

Disciplinary measures with school children were occasionally, among the pioneers, carried
to an extreme which those of a later age, even those far from sympathetic with Tolstoian
leniency would disapprove. To illustrate, The History of Macomb County contains, on page
547, the following:

“Cary Worden was excessively fond of strong drink. It is said that he would so far forget his
dignity as a teacher as to get gloriously drunk, then go to the schoolhouse and there sleep
off his debauch—sometimes in school hours. When he awoke from his drunken stupor,
almost invariably he would beat the first pupil he saw for some imaginary offense. The
pupils at one time by preconcerted action, gave him a good sound drubbing in payment of
‘old scores.

The foregoing, which might be called “pupillary reaction,” has not been exceeded even

in recent “college activities.” On the other hand leniency may possibly be carried too

far. Nathaniel Culver, a teacher in “no Bob Thompson's school but an academy” was
“especially esteemed by the fair sex. He was an exemplary young man, not radically strict
upon discipline, but probably better liked on that account.”

The above were happenings of eighty years ago and there is no way of verifying or
disproving the narrative, but it may be of value as a contribution to the psychology of the
Victorian Age.
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“In the year of 1840 the first train of cars came to Ann Arbor. It was the occasion of great
rejoicing. ... We marched with our teacher in good order to the residence of Dr. Ormshy
on the hill just north of the gristmill ... to await its coming. .. And the question has often
presented itself to our minds since, ‘Why did he not take us to the station if he wanted to
give us a treat?”13 (Reminiscences of Mrs. Harriet L. Noble.)

Why indeed? How would the children of eight-nine years later react? Beat the teacher to
it?

Something happened to “Old Uncle Wilson,” a lone, taciturn, well-read, intelligent
Scotchman who “appeared to be an exile on account of religious or political intolerance
in his own land.” He came to Romeo in 1824; was last seen “travelling toward Detroit” in
1832.12

Detroit's reputation those days was very shady; now it is so different!

Dr. Andrus (Andrews?) prepared a paper for the meeting of Macomb County pioneers,

in 1882, on the “Clinton Canal and Shelby Railroad,” which “were two of the many
remarkable manifestations of the crazy fever of speculation that infatuated the people of
Michigan in the period extending from 1833 to 1840. ... The successful construction of the
Erie Canal stimulated Michigan to a like endeavor, and a canal from the Clinton River, Mt.
Clemens, to the Kalamazoo River soon took definite form. March 21, 1837, the Legislature
authorized Governor Stephen [Stevens?] T. Mason to contract a loan for the construction
of several great public works.”12

131
The entire story is interesting. Suffice it to say, in summarizing, that “wildest hopes” went

glimmering.

“Fifty years ago,” writes Mr. S. B. McCracken, in 1887, “the children of the pioneers
studied their few books either by the firelight from the open fireplace or by an open lamp
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made by placing some grease and a cloth wick in a broken saucer or at best by the light of
a tallow candle. We had neither silver nor cut glass goblets in those days and not always
tin cups or dippers, the ... ‘noggen’ or gourd supplying their place. ... Our carriages were
ox-sleds. ... The boy of fifty years ago was happy to possess a pair of indifferent skates....
India rubber was first coming into use ... and then the average boy was happy if he could
get a bit of foundation to build his ball upon.” And communication with distant friends was
“by letter with a mail once a week and postage two shillings.”17

“We had one little window of six panes of seven by nine glass,” writes Mrs. M. J. Niles, T
guoting a pioneer of 1835, “put that in, then the house [built of logs] was done and we went
to making furniture, first a bedstead. | built it of poles and crossed it with basswood bark
instead of the customary bedcord, poles driven into the sides of the house.” There was

a house full of girls a mile upstream and Mary Ann, of thirteen, needed society. Material
injunctions and disapproval were unheeded. She was “missed” and at night “came back
drenched to her neck. She had waded or swum the deep river twice.”17

T Mother of Dr. H. R. Niles, long Assistant Superintendent, “Oak Grove,” Flint.

The first doctor and one of the very first settlers in the county (Oceana) “was Dr. Thomas
Phillips who is still [1885] in practice here. His beat, for several years without a rival,
extended along the lake shore from Muskegon north to Lincoln, a distance of over fifty
miles. His only road was the lake beach and for want of better conveyance he generally
traveled on foot. Summer and winter he might have been seen, frequently stripped of his
clothing, holding his medicine bag and clothes on top of his head with one hand, while with
a pole in the other he steadied himself against the current, wading the several streams
emptying into the Lake. At one time during the prevalence of a contagious disease
[smallpox, | believe] which had been scattered along the shore he had forty-three patients
on hand, a daily visit to which [sic] required over forty miles travel.”17 (“Pioneer Life in
Oceana County”—Harry Towar.)
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“In the fall of 1833, | was ... sent for and found Ferris very sick with pleurisy and in great
pain and the nearest doctor, William Mottram of Nottawa. | at once took my Indian pony
and started for the Doctor at his home. | found he had gone to Pigeon ... at Pigeon learned
he had left for Sturgis. At Sturgis he had just started for Bishop's in Burr Oak and there |
found him.” Returning, “we forded the St. Joseph River above Sturgeon Lake, some two
miles, and got to Ferris’ soon after sunrise the morning after | started, riding about sixty
miles in the day and night and much of it guided only by my knowledge of the county and
of the course 132 of the Indian trails and their fording places of the streams.”17 (Narrative
of Andrew Watkins of Leonidas.)

Much relief must have come to fatigued “drawers of water,” when in 1825, Bethuel
Farrand, father of Dr. D. O. Farrand, submitted a proposition for an up-to-date water
system. He was given the exclusive right of watering the city of Detroit but withdrew from
the enterprise. However, the plant was established at the foot of Randolph Street in 1827.
“Pumps were driven by horse power and the water was pumped into a forty gallon cask

Cash Account of Dr. E. V. Chase (1856)

at the top of the cupola.”4 The water was distributed to different sections through tamarack
logs.

Dr. John L. Whiting relates that in 1820-1821, “the people were suffering bitterly from the
effects of the war with the British. They were only a handful in number, some nine hundred
souls in all, white or native-born English-speaking Americans; outside of the garrison

there were only about fifty. They had lost pretty much everything during the war and were
suffering from the want of the very necessaries of life. All their provisions, their oxen, hogs
and sheep came Ohio, through the Black Swamp and were very dear.”4

Of Dr. Whiting's first trip to Detroit in 1817, there is a stirring account in Palmer's “Early
Days,” pages 761 to 765. Almost every conceivable 133 hardship and vicissitude were
apparently endured; winds “blowing great guns”; roads, such as they were, “full of stumps”;
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Niagara River filled with floating ice; weather, “the coldest | ever experienced before or
since” attempt to ferry, horses overboard; abandonment of crossing and progress west
by the south shore of Lake Erie. Ice in Rocky River—ugly looking crevasses below which
were seventy-five feet of water; rivers swollen by a freshet, ferrying in a canoe, horses
swimming behind. “Black Swamp, a terrible dismal bottomless, almost impassable stretch
of nearly thirty miles of black

Cash Account of Dr. E. V. Chase (1856)

ash; blazed trail lost and recovered; Detroit the extreme western point of white civilization
reached February 26.” The narrative should be read in its entirety.

Writes Dr. E. V. Chase, of Ovid, Clinton County, in his diary, January 1, 1859, “The old
year has flown and given place for the New. We are well this morning. | made a prescrip
for a sick lady and got my pay. What a coincidence.” He was not often so fortunate as his
cash account and the later entries indicate. There must be something in the “New Year
Spirit"—very tangible and practical.

On the following day he attended Church and on Monday visited “Mrs. ——, who has been
suffering with a very sore mouth,” and lanced bad swelling for another patient.

134

He called, the fourth, “upon the widow and the fatherless,” and records: “It is a lamentable
fact that we do not pay strict attention to the wants of those who look to us for support.”

What with snow and piercing cold weather, the arduous duty of “keeping house” and
sickness in his family, visits to his patients with dropsy and typhoid, a call of “1 hour and
Y% from __ and his lady” and another from“__ and her fellow,” and “a collection
tour” in which “4 or 5 dolls in eatables” were assembled, his life certainly lacked anything
suggestive of dolce far niente.
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And there is no evidence in his diary that gratification over the snow to “cheer the merry
sleigh riders” was at all diminished by a ride of eight miles over “every bad roads,” and
the soreness “after my ride through yesterday's storm,” but morning of the nineteenth
“brought [me] the solemn tidings that Iva W__ was dying.” The reflection appears that
“the shafts of death pierce the heart when least we expect and put an end to man's mortal
existence.”

“The piercing air sends a dart of icy chillyness to the heart,” he writes rhythmically. This
may be one reason why the lecture by Sillon of Byron on “Educational Affairs” was not well
attended and was postponed. Another, perhaps, lay in the absence of general prosperity
as indicated by the fact that he went out to collect “but got nothing.” On a subsequent day
he “started out to collect but went down to see my folks ... called atthe Mr. _ 's, and
had quite a visit. Traded horses with Pa.”

The patient with erysipelas was better. He called on __ and “heard many things about
_______, derogatory to his character.” The days following there is “nothing to do except

to Collect and | guess that | will not today.” He hopes for snow but is doubtful over the
prospect. There is no room, however, for doubt about the financial situation. “The cry
universally is Hard Times.” A fall of snow improved matters. He “bought a sleigh and had a
ride” and two days later “went out collecting; had the good fortune to get five dollars. In the
evening attended the Lyceum.”

February 9.—"“Aurora breaks upon the wakening world notwithstanding a few have to rise
heavily, owing to a prolonging of yesterday's waking hours.”

There are moments of depression. “Today [Sunday, the thirteenth] | arose from slumber
with a sensation | call anger owing to something that passed between Frank and me last
night.” On the twentieth he was “called in great haste to see a child that lay in a fit, which
lasted the child for four long hours.” He also “went to meeting.”
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February 21 to 23.—"Mud is getting to be disagreeably deep yet my patients need help.
Out tending the sick, mud or no mud, it is all the same to me. | sometimes wish that | had
not studied medicine.” Even the new sign on his door which “looks very well” appears to
him “all foolishness.”

His wife and child are a constant joy. He misses them greatly when there is temporary
separation—they help him “to kill time readily for | love 135 them both dearly.” Of a
neighbor's son who yielded to the lure of Kansas he comments, “poor foolish boy,” but
of himself, and his horse which he “almost sold,” he writes, “if | shall sell her | shall go to
Ohio.”

February 27.—“Today and nothing to do. If I had plenty of money | would not care. | think
that my customers have forgotten me entirely.”

On March 13 he packed his books to start for Ohio, but four days later they were unpacked
and he had “some notion” of sending his money to “Buffalo for Books.”

March 22.—“Pleasant Spring has really come with all of its beauties except flowers. We
shall see them soon.”

March 25.—“The wind blows cold and it snows. A young winter has really come perhaps to
give us more sugar weather.”

March 29.—“Boisterous old March.”
March 30.—“Nature is beautiful but the air is cold and piercing.”
March 31.—“Old March has really kicked up his heels.”

April 1.—“Tolerably pleasant today.”
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April 2—"Not so pleasant. James and George came to see us. We are always glad to see
our friends, they tend to cheer us on our lonely path onward to the grave.”

April 3.—“The sun has at times shone brightly to gladden the church-going throng as they
wend their way to the Church door.”

April 4.—“Went to Town meeting, voted for A. B. W. for Sup., but voted a democratic
ticket, i.e. True Democratic.”

April 5.—“Don't feel as well today as yesterday owing perhaps to eating sugar
yesterday.” [Is this conjecture correct? Wasn't it rather because of the vote?] “I visited one
of 's patients and found her quite low. Guess she will recover.”

April 6.—“To-night the great panorama is to be displayed.” [Query, What does the present
generation know about the panorama?] “The great hall is lit up.”

April 7.—"Last night was the time appointed for a display of foolishness and it was well
acted.”

April 8.—“Last night we went in debate on the question before the Lyceum. It was quite
spirited. | was elected President. | visited a lady who was quite sick with a cold.” [Would
that the subject of the debate had been given.]

April 9.—“Called in great haste to see a child about a mile out of town. It was in a fit when |
got there but a few well-directed remedies removed the trouble.”

April 13.—“1 am getting my sulky ironed off.”

April 14.—“Last night a row happened in Town and | was called to see and dress the
wounds of the wounded. Today a body of men tore down a saloon and drove the folks out
of doors.”
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April 15.—“John B. and | had some pretty hard talk.”
136

April 16.—"Micky, the Irishman who got hurt in the affray day before yesterday is
improving.”

April 17.—"This afternoon is more pleasant so that a walk to the river is talked of.”

April 18.—“1 went to see a patient down the road a short distance—the trouble was a
rupture.”

April 19.—“This morning dispels all gloom for the sun shines with all its splendor. | went to
see a patient out of Town a short distance.”

April 20.—“1 made several prescrip, during the day and was called down to see a man in
Middlebury. I didn't return until late.”

April 21.—"Jennie and the Babe are my favorites.”

April 24.—"Visited my patient [whose ear was cut off by the cars]. Pulse about 75, ordered
gruel to be taken, Arnica lotion to be put on the part wounded.”

April 27.—“1 made several prescriptions and visited 2 patients. It is lonesome to be without
my little family. Ate 3 meals.

April 28.—"I called upon several patients whom | pronounced quite out of danger. | pulled
three Teeth for Two | rec’d my pay. 3 meals.”

May 7.—"Today | stayed with my Jennie and little Ella. Oh how I love them—if they were
necessarily kept from me | would go almost distracted but Heaven forbid.”
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May 8.—“Today | am with Pa Chase's folks. | went with others to see the Ordinance of
Baptism administered and it rained all of the time while they were at the water.”

May 10.—“Last night | was called out to see a lady that was sorely afflicted with severe
pains near the left Breast, this pain came on at regular intervals making her scream
frantically. The pain yielded to Chloroform and Ether.”

May 15.—[After moving to another house] “We enjoy it so much here way out of the noise
and bustle of this great City.” [Ovid?]

May 18.—“Our cow came yesterday and already we begin to think a great deal of her. |
guess she will be of use to us.” [She was. His cash account shows that he sold to A. B.
Wood 34 quarts of milk between October 17, 1859, and January 16, 1860.]

May 22.—“l walked about 2 miles to see a patient and there learned that the place where
my sister intended to teach school was in a state of contention and probably would not hire
her.

May 23.—“She agreed to teach for 12 shillings per week.”

May 24-27.—“Today | feel some sore and lame but as | am young | guess that | shall get
over it. ... Pleasant Summer is nigh, birds, sing joyous and free, the cattle are grazing

on the neighboring hills, the busy squirrel is playing briskly in his leafy bower, business

is brisk, the ploughman is seen driving his sturdy team, the ax of improvement walks
stealthily into the mighty forest and houses are erected as it were in a night for the
emigrant, improvement is seen in all things about us. Grass grows, wheat shows itself; 137
not to be outdone Rye puts forth with great rapidity—all nature rejoices.”

May 28.—“Went yesterday to see a patient who was very sick with pulse running as high
as 120 and an eruption of the skin resembling Papulee. | prescribed Fever Powders,
Quinine and Veratria.”
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May 29.—“Pulse not as high as it was yesterday yet he is very sick. The same prescription
was continued today.”

May 31.—“Convalescing except a bad leg which will have to be cut open.”

June 1.—“Cut the swelling open it discharged a most purulent mass of puss [sic] that left
him free from pain.”

June 2.—“Jennie is quite sick and | don't know what to do for her. | had rather do most
anything else than give Medicine to my own family.”

June 3.—“Cold winds blow today and make it dreary; in the P. M. it cleared off and is
quite pleasant. | was through necessity obliged to make some prescriptions for suffering
humanity.”

June 5.—“Las night a hard frost visited us cutting down to the ground most of the garden
stuff that was not protected.”

June 8.—“l went to see Mrs. Ferris with Chill Fever. Treated her with Quinia aa D powd aa
Podophullum [sic] once in six hours.”

June 9.—“Mrs. F. ‘still convalescing.’ Prescription Dover and Quinine.”

June 10.—“Called out to see a lady who was about to be confined. She gave birth to a fine
girl baby weighing 10 pounds. All is well, the Placenta was fast, has to be detached.”

June 11.—“Early this morning to visit a very sick lady. She was being confined. At one P.
M. she commenced having Puerperal Convulsions.”

June 12.—“She is very sick, her life is despaired of. Last night | was obliged to take away
the child by the use of Forceps.”
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June 13.—“At nine last night Poor Mrs. C was relieved of all her sufferings by Death.
When death comes into our midst it seems a terrible monster to cope with.”

June 16.—“l was called to see a boy who was attacked with chill & fever. | gave him
cathartics followed by Bark and Antiphlogistic remedies.”

June 17.—“I had the Ague today pretty bad my patient is better.”
June 18.—“| take remedies to prevent my ague tomorrow.”

June 19.—“Sometimes our feelings get ruffled but as soon get smoothed. Competitors
are in the field no matter what a man's profession may be. Leach was called to see my
patient.” [Pregnancy.]

June 20.—“Visited a small boy who had been sick for some time and was in a very bad
state. Feet bloated. Colorless skin and lips. Very worrisome causing a great deal of
trouble.”

June 22.—"Jennie went down to Owosso to see her little ‘Chip of sweetness.” [Visiting
grandparents.]

June 24.—“Jennie came bounding into the house. ... She brings me news of a horse that |
can buy in Owo0sso.”

138
June 26.—“I have done nothing today but sit in the house and read. Very healthy, some
indications of rain.”

June 27.—“I bought me a horse, a pony, he is foxy.”

June 28.—“Went out collecting, got some flour and sugar and butter. It is very warm. We, i.
e., Jennie and me called at Mr. Davis's and took dinner. We were well entertained.”
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Here the diary breaks off abruptly.

He enlisted in the U. S. Army and became Lieutenant. His biography appears in
Michigan Biographies, Vol. 1, and his military record in the volume on the First Michigan
Cavalry, published by the Michigan Adjutant General. (See “Medical Education,” “Extra-
Professional Activities.”)

He died September 26, 1915.

“Obliged to furnish medicines, as there was no place where they were sold within a
dozen to twenty-eight miles, quinine for chills and fever and calomel with jalap for heroic
work, and epsom salts and castor oil for constant duty, his outfit was a trusty Canadian
pony, with saddle-bags to carry the drugs and instruments needed for a day on the road.
Often the ride would take that entire day and extend well into the night. Particular about
his food, the Doctor would not eat until he reached hoe, perhaps after an absence of
twelve to fifteen hours, and his table was one of the most inviting of the village. Tired and
hungry, the kind of life, with its irregular habits, was not calculated to promote health and
longevity. The minister could preach old sermons, but the doctor must be on hand with
fresh prescriptions in every emergency, and his ride extended many miles in all directions.
Of the pony it was said the he would thrive on maple browse and nubbin of corn.”17

The present generation should however refrain from making too deep draughts upon its
well of sympathy. The pioneers were abundantly able to take care of themselves. One
member of Congress described the pleasure of log cabin life in terms of unquestioned
approval. “Now for the frolic,” he says. “The frolic” consisted in “dancing, playing and
singing love and murder songs, eating johnny-cake and pumpkin pies and drinking new
whiskey and brown sugar out of a gourd. ... But let me tell you, Sir, our girls were not to
be sneezed at. They presented a form in beauty, that marked the developments of nature,
when unrestrained by corsets, and the withering dissipations of fashionable and high life;
and their guileless hearts looked through a countenance that demanded confidence in
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their innocence and unsullied virtue. But, Oh! their forms! When you applied your arm
to their waists, in the giddy waltz, with twenty-five yards of linsey, in which they were
comfortably enwrapped, you had an armful of health and firmness.”16

Such accounts indicate that all that is necessary to bring back some of the “good old
times” is to add some twenty-two or -three yards of “linsey.”

Of the German colonists in Saginaw County under the guidance of their pastor leaders, it
IS written:

139

“The reverend gentlemen | have named, deserve to rank with the Jesuit Fathers, who first
explored the continent, for the zeal, honesty and wisdom they exhibited in the welfare

of the flocks under their care. These colonies gave to the country the Hubingers, Kochs,
Ransenbergers, Gugels, Schmidts, Limbergers, Gerbers, Friedleins, and many others who
have been active, prominent and useful in public affairs.”17

And of another group:

“In 1848-50, there came to the country from the Fatherland, another class of Germans,
radically different in habits and thought, from the former colonists. They were men who
regarded civil and religious liberty as paramount; men who had engaged heart and soul
in the revolution of 1848 that convulsed Europe; men who believed that in America they
could aid in building and maintaining a home for freedom; men ‘whom the proud Lords of

other lands, through rage or fear, drove from their wasted homes.

“That revolt gave us the veteran George A. Veen Vliet, the founder of the town of
Blumfield, and who for many years filled positions of honor and trust in the county. He left
behind him that which to all men is of infinite worth—a good name. It gave the country also
such names as Charles Post, Bernhard Haack, Frederick Zwerk, Louis Loeffler, Alexander
Alberti, the Liskows, the Seyffardts, Morris Bros., the Roesers, the Beckers, the Barks,
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the Vassolds, Jacksons, Achards, Kuehns and the profound student and scholarly Dr.
Plessner.”17

Dr. R. C. Kedzie has written most entertainingly of pioneer life in Michigan. In the spring of
1824 his father, acting upon the advice of his “trusted friend Dr. Robert Clark of Monroe,”
came to Michigan and acquired 300 acres of Government land on the banks of the River
Raisin. He brought thither his family of eight in 1826 by the Erie Canal and steamboat. The
farm was in the midst of an unbroken wilderness twenty-five miles from Monroe. Unaided
except for the help of a few “near” neighbors, five or six miles away, father Kedzie built an
18 x 22 log house and “cleared off a filed for orchard, garden and cornfield.”

The events of the first night in the woods after the family had moved to “Kedzie's Grove”
in the wilderness were indelibly stamped upon his memory. “A bright fire was burning in
the space where the chimney was yet to be and kept burning all night to warn off all wild
beasts.” About the boys who had taken the pony to the bottom land to forage “the wolves
began to gather,” and the boys “with the pony tight at their heels made a bee line for the
house to tarry for the night.” The wolves surrounded the house and gave the original
Michigan yell in fine form. A rival society, the owls, gave the answering yell and these
native societies kept up the serenade all night.

“Wild beasts roamed the forests and wild Indians dominated all, the trees shut out the
sight of the sky, and the murmur of the winds, as they swept through their interlaced
branches was like the moan of far off seas. .. A white oak four feet in diameter was
‘axed’ ... and when he fell we were 140 invited out doors to ‘see how it let the sky in.” An
enemy destroyed. No wonder we came to hate a tree.”

“The trees must fall even if they held their sheltering arms over our home because danger
lurked in their very shadows and we must have breathing space and sunlight around our
home. These forest monarchs with coronals of green and majesty of form appealed in vain
to our sense of beauty.”
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“Woodman spare that tree’ was not a favorite song at ‘Kedzie's Grove.’ ... It was woods,
woods, everywhere, tractless, savage, terrifying. They seemed to smother us and we
gasped to drink in the open sky.”

“Those grand old forests! | look back with remorse upon their pitiless destruction—the rich
inheritance of the centuries past wantonly wasted—timber to build the navies of the world,
lumber to adorn palaces of kings, burned in log heaps.”

“We were twenty-five miles from a mill, store, postoffice, doctor, minister and civilization in
general and in particular... In going to the mill the bags of wheat were carried over the river
[at Petersburg] in the canoe. The horses were unharnessed and made to swim the stream.
The harness and wagon piece by piece were ferried over, then all parts put together again,
the grain loaded up and the driver could then go to Monroe to get his grist ground.”

Mail was carried “once a week unless the river was high” in saddlebags. We dreamed as
little of a daily mail as of a telephone message.”

“The one social bond in our little settlement was the Sunday School which my father
organized as soon as another family settled near us.”

The reaction from wild-cat banking made money tight. There was little market for farm
produce and while a distillery at Blissfield would pay a small price for corn a family council
decided that “Kedzie's corn was not made for whiskey.”

Hence employment in teaching school in 1844, which was obtained after travel of 300
miles, on foot part of the way. The salary for this was $11.33 per month with board, and
the boarding around incidental thereto “showed me more unsophisticated human nature
than | ever found before.

Dr. Kedzie graduated at the Rochester, Michigan, Academy in 1847 and with the first
medical class in the University of Michigan; practiced in Vermontville for ten years; enlisted
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as Assistant Surgeon of the Twelfth Michigan Infantry in December, 1861. He “was
captured with all my hospital” at the battle of Shiloh; was promoted to be Surgeon of
the Twelfth, April 20, 1862, and served until the following October, when he resigned on
account of ill health.

“Disaster has come to other countries as the result of such vandalism as has characterized
the war of greed on Michigan forests, and we must not expect to escape from the same
direful consequences. The soil of high land, deprived of root and leaf and tree protection,
is destined to wash into the lowlands, leaving hills as barren and desolate as those of
northern 141 Africa, of southern Italy, of Spain, and of other once fertile regions, without
even the probability of forests restoration by planting indigenous trees by some later and
wiser generation. In the meantime, spring floods will rise higher than ever before sudden
thaws and heavy rainfalls; while summer drouths, rendered worse by the parching winds,
will paralyze agriculture and decimate the rural population. These results come gradually,
but they are none the less certain. What has been will be. It is a sad and discouraging
spectacle to those who realize what and how much of use and beauty have been already
destroyed by the excessive swinging of the ax, and can form an approximate estimate,
based upon the experience of other countries, of the arid and ugly desolation which is sure
to come if the work of forest destruction is not somehow speedily stopped, and the work of
restoration efficiently commenced.”17

“Not infrequently some settler would have the ague and fever or be otherwise disable
about the time that his few acres of chopping were ready for logging, and upon the
produce of those he and his family depended for food for the ensuing year. Clothes could
be patched, but the stomach must be fed. Then the neighbors would turn out voluntarily,
have a logging-bee, roll into heaps five acres or so of timber in a day, set the piles on fire
towards evening when the job was finished, and thus enable the sick or disabled pioneer
to get a crop on the new land. These logging-bees were quite a common occurrence. Eight
to ten yoke of oxen and twenty to thirty stalwart men and boys made of ordinary hard work
a pastime on such occasions, and when the acres of log heaps were on fire in the evening
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the light illumined the sky like a great conflagration, and made the dark background of the
forest seem all the darker from the contrast. There was more of such cordial and mutual
helping each other in the early days than there is now. Of official charity there was none,
but of personal assistance, backed by hearty good will, there was a great deal. At the
logging-bee the good qualities of human nature an admirable expression.”

“It is a sagacious remark of President Eliot of Harvard that the survival of particular
families in the United States—families so strong in character as to give them in some
measure a natural leadership in the community—depends upon the maintenance of a
home in the country. On its healthy hills the best brain and brawn of a nation are born

and natured. But the old days cannot be reproduce of their experience repeated. There
cannot be another Vermontville. A general characteristic of all its early settlers was their
intense individuality. To leave New England, canal it to Buffalo, risk the lake voyage to
Detroit, and then ox-team it to Eaton County, was not the work of effeminate men and
women. It required real grit and the stiffest backbone. A man who had the stamina to
settle in the wilderness of Central Michigan and hew out the surroundings of a new life
possessed the qualities of both pioneership and leadership. Every individual Yankee who
located there was capable of being a directing spirit in larger enterprises. But the greater
opportunities, who then could discern them? 142 Chicago was little else than a mudhole,
and the modern Northwest was not even a dream. Being all leaders, there was a constant
locking of horns, and the court of last resort, from which there was no appeal, was the
discipline of the church. It was oftener resorted to than the civil tribunal of justice and
injury. But if at times they were hot-tempered, they were sincere and just, and they helped
to lay the foundations of a great State. Their work is ended. Their influence lives. For the
preservation of our institutions their children's children will have more serious problems to
solve than did those who assisted in their creation.”17

“From the planting of the Colony, Vermontville has been fortunate in the character and
ability of its physicians. Mingling with the people in times of trial and sickness, of pain and
sorrow birth and death, the good physician is a potent factor in moulding public sentiment
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and in giving direction to the thoughts of those for whom he is called upon to minister.
More than any other class, even the clergyman, he knows the life of the people.”17

Casualties were not lacking in the Black Hawk War. “He had one of their muskets which
they told him was not loaded—but however after having been snapped the third time went
off and shot one man through the arm and the other through the fleshy part of the thigh—
No bones were broken—And Doctor Winslow believes that they will do well.”17

A cow bell had been stolen and was identified by two young men who were familiar with
the sound and encountered a man offering it for sale. Their testimony convicted him. He
claimed he had been “tried at Caesar's Court” and unjustly convicted. He was told that

he had been tried at a “branch of that higher court the great Chancellor of who [sic] never
makes an erroneous decision and from whose decision there is no appeal.” The sentence
was that he “should bend over a huge log and that each one of those present should give
him a severe blow upon the rotundity of the body with a piece of board four feet long and
six inches wide.” The sentence was carried out and he was last seen “with tears rolling
down his dusky cheeks, started westward over the Indian trail.”17

“My father by the aid of his hired man was able to get his house in a condition that justified
moving into it January 5, 1826, but it was then without doors or windows. A pack of wolves
occupied it the night before, dug in the ashes and gnawed the bones left of the workmen's
dinner.”17 (“Recollections of Nankin"—M. D. Osband.)

In 1825 “Michigan was not only thought to be but actually was beyond the bounds of
civilization. Beyond a narrow strip of ten miles wide bordering the lakes and rivers forming
its eastern boundary, civilization did not exist; and the vulgar idea that it was only inhabited
by bears, wolves and Indians and infested by rattlesnakes, mosquitoes, and fever and
ague, was pretty nearly correct.”17

In the log house, “suspended by a beam overhead by two hooks hung the trusty, flintlock
rifle. Hanging against the south wall, east of the window, 143 were, during the cold
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season, halves and quarters of venison. Strips nailed to the undersides of the beams
overhead ... in their season were utilized by my mother as a convenient place for drying
fruits.”17

“In about 1832 the tin oven made its first appearance among us. Dr. Adams [He of the
lucifer match episode?] was the first to introduce it.”17

“A custom to which | know no exceptions, was for the host after the company were seated
at the table to say to any guest present, ‘Now take right hold and help yourself; we use

no compliments.” And in accordance with this invitation, each person present dished into
the potatoes and meat to suit his own caprice. Sopping was general. Each person, by use
of a fork, would sop his bread in the meat or gravy dish, and from thence convey it to his
mouth.”17

“Among my earliest recollections of persons Dr. [Micah] Adams stands prominent. He was
our family physician during my childhood and youth, and he was prominent as a neighbor,
and a leading member of the Methodist Church. He came to us from Ohio in 1826. ... In
1830-1831 he taught the first winter school in the Schwarzburg house, at twelve dollars a
month, and boarded himself.”

“He died in 1859 aged sixty-four and one-half years. Several years before he died he met
with an accident to his hip joint which crippled him so badly that from that time he walked
only by the aid of crutches. As a physician he maintained a creditable reputation. As a
surgeon his skill was not remarkable. As a citizen he was intelligent and honorable. His
moral integrity was unquestioned. He seceded from the M. E. Church in the great anti-
slavery movement, in 1841, and united with the Wesleyan Church and remained in their
communion the rest of his days.”17

Crevecoeur in “Letters from an American Farmer” describes an apple-paring bee in which
about twenty bushels of the product were made ready for drying, tells of the “convivial
merriment” following, which was promoted by “our cider” which “affords us that simpler
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degree of exhilaration with which we are satisfied.” Of special interest from the public
health viewpoint are the details given of the apple desiccating process.

“When the scaffold [made from poles, and boards laid close together, and located out of
doors] is thus erected the apples are thinly spread over it. They are soon covered with all
the bees and wasps and sucking flies of the neighborhood. This accelerates the operation
of drying.”

Sanitarians who have been engaged in swatting may well give themselves pause and
ponder upon whether their energies have been expediently expended. Furthermore, if
Crevecoeur's conclusion is correct the Pennsylvanian method of preparation for drying is
superior to that formerly in vogue in Michigan—the suspension above the kitchen stove of
apple-eighths strung on thread as glass beads are now worn by elderly women. To these
only flies had access.

It is of no little interest to read that the pioneers in Pennsylvania used inoculation for the
“Spanish staggers” upon cattle affected with this 144 “plague,” traceable to a Spanish
vessel wrecked on the coast of Carolina in the latter part of the eighteenth century.
Crevecoeur does not know the result of this undertaking. Was the malady identical with
milk sickness?

“You have often admired our two-horse wagons,” writes Crevecoeur. “They are extremely
well contrived and executed with a great deal of skKill. ... A well built wagon when loaded
will turn in a very few feet more than its length. ... We can lengthen them as we please
and bring home the body of a tree twenty or thirty feet long. We commonly carry with them
thirty bushels of wheat and at sixty pounds to the bushel this makes a weight of eighteen
hundred pounds with which we can go forty miles a day with two horses. On a Sunday it
becomes the family coach. We then take off the common plain sides and fix on it others
which are handsomely painted. ... When the roads are good we easily travel seven miles
an hour. ... | do not know where an American farmer can possibly enjoy more dignity as
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a father or as a citizen than where he thus carries with him his wife and family, all clad in
good homespun clothes.”

“The early settlers of Coldwater and vicinity belong to that class of inhabitants that
President Andrew Jackson called the ‘Independent yeomanry of the country whom gold
could neither buy nor awe.”

The wife of a “noble sturdy farmer” broke her last needle. Her husband has no penny to
buy one but “found a large hen's egg which he put in his pocket and started for Coldwater
a distance of eight miles.” It was at that time the custom to furnish with every sale a

drink of whiskey. After receiving the needle from the merchant the farmer remarked that
he supposed he was entitled to a drink. “Certainly,” said the merchant. “Step and help
yourself. He drew a tumbler half-full” and then announced that he never drank whiskey
without an egg in it. The merchant obligingly broke the same egg into the glass. “It proved
to be a double yolked egg. The farmer swallowed it with great pleasure” and then inquired
if it being double-yolked he was not entitled “to two needles instead of one.” “Well,” said
the merchant, ‘I think upon reflection, you are.” She he handed him another needle and the
men shook hands.”17

“Reading at first was confined almost wholly to weekly newspapers. There were no
magazines and but few books. Dr. Dewey H. Robinson, the village physician [Vermontville]
and a graduate of Middlebury College, Vermont, had several volumes, among them some
of Sir Walter Scott's novels, and the only long poem of that period which is remembered
was Scott's ‘Lady of the Lake,” parts of which Dr. Robinson took pleasure in reading aloud
as opportunity occurred, to young people. Of the novels, “lvanhoe,’ with its knights and
ladies and tournaments, is the one that made the deepest and most durable impression. A
near neighbor, Martin S. Norton, had a copy of Rollin's ‘Ancient History,” in large print, and
when lying bolstered up in a big cradle about 1845, a frame was fixed to hold the book,
and | read it through carefully. Besides the Bible, every family had a few religious books,
none of them more attractive to the young reader than 145 Baxter's ‘Saints Rest,’ or his
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‘Call to the Unconverted,” these being the only titles that memory has preserved in its silo
for sixty years. Such whig papers as the weekly editions of the New York Tribune, the New
York Express, and the Albany Journal were taken and attentively read. Then they were
carefully laid away and used to paper the inside was of the log houses. The only story
paper that came to the postoffice was the Philadelphia Saturday Evening Post, founded

by Benjamin Franklin in 1728, in which, at that time, George Lippard's revolutionary
romances, now forgotten, were blood-curdling features.”17

“In 1840, when the mail route from Marshall to lonia was established, Doctor Robinson
[Dewey H.] was appointed the first postmaster [Vermontville], and his log house was more
frequently visited than any other residence in the village. Prior to that year Bellevue was
the nearest postoffice. The mail was not large, as the postage on a letter from Vermont
was twenty-five cents, and some times raising the quarter of a dollar to pay Uncle Sam for
bringing it was a difficult matter. Towards night, of the day the mail arrived from Bellevue,
a representative from nearly every family in the village could be met at the postoffice,

and everyone knew who had received a message from the old New England home. ...

A weekly mail, when not interrupted by the spring flood of the Thornapple river, with a
paper or two for each family and an occasional letter, was the only connection with the
outside world, and yet that was vastly better than for the first four years, with the postoffice
fourteen miles distant.”17

Rather than act as hangman of Simmons, who in 1830 while drunk murdered his wife
because she refused the cup that inebriates, the sheriff resigned. (There were weak-kneed
ones even among the pioneers.) “Ben Woodworth, who kept the Steamboat Hotel, was not
S0 squeamish about serving as Jack Ketch, however, and he volunteered his service.”14
This under the circumstances was outwardly a self-sacrificing thing to do but the suspicion
obtrudes itself that Ben was suffering from the pangs of an uncollectable bar bill.

Judge Witherell, in the fall of 1843, tried one Chorr at Ann Arbor for murder. He was
convicted and sentenced but, following the usual course of such cases, “made his
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escape.” Michigan Biographies, in the sketch of the Judge, is authority for the statement
that “this was the only capital sentence ever pronounced under the law of this State, the
death penalty being soon after abrogated.”

Is the Michigan sob squad familiar with this bit of history?

The Hardy murder “was enacted [in Augusta Township, Washtenaw County] under the
most mysterious auspices. The pioneer settler was returning to his home, and was in the
act of placing his horses in the stable, when he fell beneath the blows of an assassin.”13

Substitute “automobile in the garage” for “horses in the stable” and this reads like a
modern instance.

146

“This was a most diabolical murder [in 1860]. Washburne excelled the Moor of Venice in
his brutality.”13

“Among the sufferings and bitter-sweets of pioneer life the mosquitoes, fleas and bed bug
pests. Millions without number were annoying and sucking the life's blood out of us every
night. These flat infernals would get into the cracks and crevices of the pioneer log cabin
and nothing but hell fire and brimstone would remove them. We dared not resort to that
extreme remedy for fear of burning the castle.” 17

Accounting for the mosquitoes involves no difficulty, likewise the fleas— it is well known
that dogs were familiar objects in the Indian camps—»but as to the bed bugs, were these
indigenous?

“At Bellevue an incident occurred, which was characteristic of that village in pioneer days,
and has not been forgotten. Three weeks before we left the land of steady habits, where
New England rum was the chief intoxicant, and had arrived in a region where the fiery
beverage was Michigan corn whiskey. There were distilleries in all of its southern and

Medical history of Michigan http://www.loc.gov/resource/lhbum.1995a



Library of Congress

sparsely settled counties. Rev. John D. Pierce, a Congregational minister, the State's first,
and one of its ablest superintendents of public instruction, had a gristmill and distillery at
Ceresco, in Calhoun County. In the bar room of the Bellevue hostelry were a number of
persons who were drinking occasionally and talking freely. One of the party, referring to a
person who was the subject of conversation among the homespun-clad pioneers present,
remarked that he was quite a clever man, but had no common sense. A boozy listener,
with hair and whiskers unkempt, who was nearly floored in the struggle for existence,
picked up the remark, and as if talking to himself, said in a maudlin manner, ‘Common
shense—common shense—I wonder what that is: | ought to have a good deal of it, as

| have never used any, and have got all | ever had.” Evidently he had not learned that,
whether it be common sense, or mind and muscle, men do not have and cannot keep what
they do not use.”17

“There being no physician in Benzonia [in 1858] the people were obliged to depend upon
their own good common sense and skill as nurses, and were wonderfully successful;

but in sever cases of surgery, help was called from Manistee or Traverse City. Mrs. Neil
had prepared herself by some instruction in obstetrics before leaving Sandusky, so she
was a great boon to her sisters in their peculiar troubles, and was universally successful.
Samuel Metcalf, a young man from lllinois, who was here at school, one day while at work
contracted a severe hernia which immediately became strangulated, and no one in the
colony was able to reduce it. Dr. Ellis of Manistee was called who at length supposed he
had succeeded, but after he left it was discovered that he was mistaken. He was recalled,
also Dr. Ashton of Traverse City; an operation was decided on; during the operation the
intestine was either cut or ruptured, the orifice being on the outside, the natural discharges
were through it. Everyone supposed it must be fatal and we watched him day and night to
see him die, but one night nature demonstrated that she was equal to the emergency, and
proclaimed that she had 147 effected a cure by the movements becoming natural, to the
wonderful surprise and joy of the whole community.”17
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That the pioneers in considerable numbers were at least in certain localities well adjusted
to life's vicissitudes is demonstrated by occasional mortality statistics.

Of twenty-three deaths in Shiawassee County reported to the Michigan Pioneer and
Historical Society at the annual meeting in 1901, six were of those above seventy years of
age; six were above eighty; one above ninety, and one who reached the extreme age of
one hundred three.17

“The first settler in the southeastern corner near Bendon Station [Benzie County] was

an Irishman, named Murphy. He was digging a well and had gone down about forty feet
when it showed signs of caving in upon him. His wife, who was watching the proceedings,
exclaimed with vigor: ‘Faith and be jabers if it shouldcome on ye you'd hould your
homestead sure.”17

“That samae spring a new doctor with his family came to Charlotte and Bailey employed
him in his family. When his corn was ripe the doctor wanted Bailey to take a hog he had
received for doctor's fees, that had been fatted in part on beechnuts and fat it on corn,
then kill and dress it for half. Bailey consented, told him to bring the hog out next day, and
he would have a place ready. When the hog came he put it in the pen, fed it corn that night
and next morning, then killed and dressed it, and took the doctor his half, saying it was

fat enough for his own use, and he thought for the doctor's too. The doctor was angry but
could do nothing but make the best of it, and said afterwards, that the story, circulated all
over the country, gave him such a reputation that he had no lack of patronage, and helped
him more than anything else.”17(“A Boy's Story of Pioneer's Life”-Theodore C. Potter.)

“I judge from all the signs that there will be another ‘cholera’ epidemic this year. We have
been most of thee winter without snow and mostly warm and pleasant.”17(Letter from Mrs.
Thomas J. Drake of Pontiac to Mrs. Julia Smith, March 4, 1850.)
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“I had Dr. Wilson up and was leeched about a fortnight since. He did not come the day he
promised and as Mrs. Taylor could not come the day he was here, Hattie was all alone but
she did finely. The leeches took hold immediately and drew splendidly and he was through
in an hour and a half. After diner he went to a political meeting but came back to tea to see
how | got along.

“I have been very much better for the leeching, nothing else relieves me, but of course
each leeching leaves me weaker.

“I have a few sweet meats for the winter. Pears are scarce. Plums $4.00 a bushel.”17(Mrs.
Drake to Mrs. Smith, August 5, 1856.)

“I went yesterday with Mr. Drake and Dr. Wilson to see the new church, it is beautiful. The
Dr. is enchanted, says it is worth all the expenses.” (Mrs. Drake to Mrs. Smith, September
1, 1856.)

148

“Mrs. Meredith, sister of Mr. Edmund Brush, [well known in Detroit] took a fancy to me. We
lived next to the Biddle house and next to them on the other side. They kept a coach and a
coachman, though they usually walked and rode when they wished to. She often took me
with her, and we once went to the ruins of the old bridge where the great battle was fought
between the English and the savages. The slaughter was so great the stream was called
the Bloody Run. It flows through EImwood cemetery, and the black, rich earth darkens the
water and it still bears the name.”17 (Reminiscenses of Detroit"—Mrs. Julia Talbot Smith.)

By the pioneers of Vermontville, as elsewhere among their contemporaries and
successors, “brotherly love” in the relation of one to another of members of Christian
Churches was evidently regarded a purely formal expression and not to be taken with
undue seriousness. “Citations and trials for unbrotherly remarks and conduct were of
frequent occurrence” and doctors were not immune.
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“3d.—Charges him with a lie in a statement made to Br's Browning and Norton respecting
Doct. Robinson's father, and his, Doct. Robinson's two uncles.”

“4th.—Charges him with making a statement in the presence of Doct. Robinson, Br.
Norton, and his son, respecting his wife's feelings concerning a certain piece of property—
and afterwards denying statement.”17

How the Press, that moulder of public opinion, could have ironed out a neighborhood
difficulty such as the above, but that eminent cultural medium was denied the pioneers. It
seems to have been the one thing needful and how they survived its absence will always
be the source of amazed speculation. With that modesty which characterizes editorial
expression, Wm. E. Quinby writes that “the noblest profession on earth is that of editor.”

That's that—and no room is left at the top unless the upper rung of the ladder should
collapse with the present occupants. The surprising part of it is that the veteran journalist
did not add “and the most useful.”

If an anecdote which appeared in the June, 1928, issue of the Journal of the Michigan
State Medical Society is an indication, the present day opinion is somewhat different:

A gentlemen was walking down the street with a little boy at his side, when the boy cried
out: “Oh, pa! there goes an editor!”

“Hush, hush,” said the father. “Don't make sport of the poor man, God only knows what
you may come to yourself some day.”

“Among the very early settlers [1820-1830] on Nottawa prairie was James B. Dunkin and

They were Virginians, and with more than usual means for early settlers, and Dr.
James B. soon made good improvements and raised grain to spare when the settlers in
Leonidas and on the Reserve came in. It was oftentimes very hard for them to get enough
to eat, and oftentimes without money to buy with. At a time of great difficulty to procure
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supplies, application was made to the doctor for some of his grain, and he asked the
person applying, ‘Have you money to buy with?’ The man's 149 answer was ‘Yes, sir, |
have the means to pay for what | need.” ‘Then,” said Neighbor Dunkin, ‘I cannot let you
have any, for you can get it elsewhere. | am going to keep what | have got for those that
have no money to buy with, and they will pay me in work when | want it, or when they can
earn it. Their families must have it.””17

This is evidently a favorite among stories of the pioneers. It is told also of Captain Lowry of
Washtenaw County, the article of commerce or philanthropy being flour.13

“Joseph Tuckar died on a desolate island in the upper lake region some time after his
arrival here and must be considered the first white man known to the Indians of the Huron
who deceased.”12 [Sic.]

Whether his death was from natural causes or whether the Indians “deceased” him is not
recorded.

Mr. Allen built a log hotel on the site of the present Gregory House, Ann Arbor, 1881. It
was on the corner of Main and Huron Streets; was painted blood red and the site was
called “Bloody Corners.” This was in 1825. Mrs. Allen, when she “came on,” found it
occupied by twenty families. Blankets were the only partitions. She was “surprised.”13

As Mrs. Allen's name was Ann and Mrs. Rumsey's name was Mary Ann they agreed to
take the Ann from their names and put the Arbor to it.13

“It was a tedious voyage [on Lake Erie in 1824]; the lake was very rough most of the time,
and | thought if we were only on land again | should be satisfied, if it was a wilderness. |
could not then realize what it would be live without a comfortable home through the winter,
but sad experience afterward taught me a lesson not to be forgotten.”
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“Of all noises | think the howling of wolves and the yelling of Indians the most fearful ... |
had the greatest terror of the Indians ... there would be two or three of our dusky neighbors
peeping in to see what was there. It would always give me a start. | could not suppress a
scream to which they would reply with ‘Ugh’ and a hearty laugh. They knew | was afraid
and they liked to torment me.”

The foregoing extracts are from “Reminiscences” of Mrs. Harriet L. Noble, published in the
History of Washtenaw County—1881.

“About the same period [1825], Elkanah Pratt better known as Dr. Pratt met John
Dikenson in the forest and claimed him as a neighbor ... Who is the first bona fide settler?
[Of Salem] ... Now, however, it is conceded” that Dr. Pratt was “preceded by a few days”
by the Dickensons.13

Of course—"Honor belongs” elsewhere.

“The minister prepared for bed, took off his wig (although quite a “The minister prepared
for bed, took off his wig (although quite a young man), and hung it on the bed post.”
Rising early Mr. B. was frightened by the sight of the wig and called out “Indians, Indians,”
thinking the minister had been scalped.16

A “protracted meeting” took place in Dixboro, Washtenaw County, in 150 1858 as a result
of which a “most commodious” church, costing about $2,200, was erected. One of the
parish who had taken a “lively interest” in the “edifice” failed to see its completion, “disease
taking hold of her vitals.”

Dixboro had a “ghost” in 1845. The story of it is full of creeps and thrills.13

A Pioneer's Experiences
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To the writer, not the least fascinating feature connected with this enterprise has been the
joy of reviewing “A Pioneer History of the Township of Grand Blanc” by Alvah Brainerd. It
came into possession of the Committee through the courtesy of Dr. Wells C. Reid of the
Goodrich General Hospital, whose great-grandfather's family are mentioned in the story.
The publication is in pamphlet form for limited circulation and has never appeared in any of
the pioneer collections of the county or elsewhere.

The major difficulty in reviewing lies in the infinite charm of the manuscript in its totality;
and in the omission of any considerable part. Its naiveté, quaint syntax, and individualistic
orthography, its faithful descriptions, humorous treatment of disagreeable experiences
with intermingled pathos and piety give it a strong appeal. Withal it has distinct medical
interest, and one is loth to abbreviate it. “If | should be romantic,” quoth the author in the
“Introduction,” “excuse me, for that has always been one of my foibles, though truth is to
be observed in full.”

| have disturbed the author's arrangement in the interest of condensation, and, regrettably,
at the expense of piquancy. The introduction of headings is also an innovation for which
apology is made to the shades of this worthy pioneer.

His Youth

He was born in “York State,” and at the age of twenty-three “chose a partner for life.”

He didn't fancy “the farming business,” and worked at this chiefly during harvest, when
he “would turn in and help father.” By “working out” in the joiner trade he had “laid up a
small sum of means,” and with this came the idea of obtaining land. To this end he would
be obliged to go west where “it could be had cheap.” There were misgivings, naturally.
“To think of going into the woods, when you are in a small town with life and bustle and
pleasant for the eye, but there was no alternative but to go. | introduced the subject

to father, and one of my sisters had just married; we were a coming together. Oh, the
affections of parents for the welfare of their children. Father thought the subject over for a
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short time, then answers us in this wise, ‘Children, you see me and your mother here, and
we are now quite advanced in years. It is affecting to us to have you leave us and go into
the woods, from us. | propose to sell out and go with you, if you will promise to settle down
by us and stay by us whilst we live.” What child would not be touched to have sacrifice like
this made for them by their parents.”

151

The Journey

“We had to lay in for provisions for our journey.” Arriving at Buffalo they found but one
boat for Detroit to go that day. This had been “condemned as unsafe.” They must wait,
furthermore, for the subsidence of the wind. They got their goods on board, and “toward
sundown word came for us to come on board for it was going to start.” They were carried
to it in a skiff which, they found on entering, contained “a dead man upon his back which
they had just picked up out of the water drowned. What a dampness this put upon the
women and children.” The “waves were running high, and knowing the boats qualities, our
guarters were down below in the hold among many Swiss emigrants with heat and scent.”
The boat “tossed to and fro so bad that it was almost impossible to walk without help (now
for a time); now, under circumstances, sea sick, and most all below in a filthy condition,
and no decency among the old country people too. | got mother upon deck for she thought
she would die, and there we stayed until at Detroit.”

L'Envoi

“The boat on returning back to Buffalo went under and has not been seen since (one glad
one for that) no loss of life, no lady to save. The horses were sea sick too—so good bye
boat.”

“In eighteen hundred and thirty-twoThere we were landed in Detroit City.All anxious as
others ought to doAnd now mother we began to pityAs she is sick and discouraged tooBut
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now we must move onWhat else, or otherwise can we do?We all commence to start as

one.
Moving On

“Well here we are’—at the next house to entertain—and “our appetites reminded us of a
halt,” but supplies were short, and after consultation we “came to the conclusion to eat
what provisions we had. We sat in a wagon, and got some hot water and made tea in a tin
cup, and eat our bread with quince sauce spread upon it.”

Mother must have been somewhat facetious. She “remarked at this time, that this was the
country that flowed with milk and honey, having a few discouragements on her mind,” but
“not being willing to look back” they started on “after refreshing [our] natures and horses.”

They Visit

“When we arrived at our friends home our appetites had also. After supper, then came the
time to visit and our minds retain that meeting yet. Some lady may ask what did you have
for supper? Some venison, potatoes, bread and butter, the latter having a peculiar taste
from the cows running 152 in the woods and what they eat. In the spring the cows eat wild
onions and leeks.”

The present writer is in accord with the laconic observation, “Not a pleasant flavor.” All

too frequently “leeky butter,” strong enough to walk in unsupported, was in his boyhood

an item in the household menu. Nevertheless, the pioneers were frequently “happy and
contented people,” although like the Macomb County friends they had houses “built of logs
with loose floors and no carpets.”

The Pilgrimage Continued

Vicissitudes and difficulties in transportation beset them on the journey to Grumlaw
(Oakland County—Ilater [1835] Grand Blanc, Genesee County). “Whilst the men waded in
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and unharnessed the horses and got them out, then after tugging and pulling and planning
the wagon also was gotten upon harder ground, the horses on once more (and some may
think that by this time our feet and clothes and got soiled some—that is what we thought at
the time). We moved very slow, sometimes moody then again cheerful.”

“After traveling one mile we came to Silas Smith's house in the woods, excepting a

small opening. Mrs. Tupper (who was mounted on a horse and persuing them as fast as
possible) was a short distance behind us, and when she came to Mrs. Smith's house, Mrs.
Smith called to Mrs. Tupper (they being neighbors and acquainted, only about one and

a half miles apart). Mrs. Smith wanted to know to if we were the Brainerd family as we

had just passed, and was expected. Mrs. Tupper turned to answer and lost her balance
and from the horse but without any hurt. Soon after she overtook us, and the we began to
learn how our friends in Grumlaw were, and as the addage is ‘Misery likes company,’—
the time and distance seemed shortened. We had now arrived at our journey's end. Old
Mrs. Tupper was looking for us, and when we drove up to the door, if it had not been for
lightning, | should have said she flew, for if her hands had been wings she would surely
have gone. There is joy and gladness in meeting with our friends under pioneer life and its
accompanyments. Those happy greetings are not forgotten though now most of the friends
are dead and gone to their graves.”

Neighborhood Acquaintance

The “men folks ventured out to make calls and be introduced to the citizens” and
conversation was evidently lively. “The boys commenced on bear, wolf, and deer stories,
and some had seen the massasauger snake.”

The “sauntered around a little, and if by chance we saw a deer our gun was not thought
of until after he was gone, or if the gun was thought of, we could not see the gun and the
deer at the same time. It was not like the fever and ague, but more like the tremens, being
very nervous and seeing many things and thinking they are ours, but when the smoke 153
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of the gun is gone so is the deer and all of our anticipation.” At a later period shooting was
more accurate. “We walked up to the tree and took aim at his eyes and both fired at one
time, and down came the bear perfectly harmless, with two balls holes in his head.”

Land Looking

Father having gone out to a little town called Rochester to purchase land of Judge Riggs
found sons having claims for labor. They wouldn't sign off and the deal was abandoned.
“The next look was at the city of Flint,” and there were negotiations with Mr. John Todd
which also came to naught. The latter's house “was, or would be, if standing now, rather
romantic—amidst the depot grounds.”

“Our next look was successful.” Mr. Tupper showed them some nice land “in north.” They
found what they were “in pursuit of” and “having satisfied themselves measurably of all its
gualities” the party returned home. “A few days after | invited my wife and some others to
accompany me to see the place | had selected as mine.”

They crossed the Thread on driftwood and logs and, “one foot remember,” passed through
a dense forest and eventually came to the location. In response to the question, “How
does this look for a home,” the wife, “after surveying the woods and looking for the tops of
the trees,” gave answer, “All right, this will be nice.” They then “returned back, reflecting
that this decision was more precious than gold. .. Circumstances have favored us and we
are alive yet” [1878].

House Building
“A frame house was a novelty to the citizens of this place.”

It is possible also that envy was associated therewith and in view of certain circumstances
connected with the “raising,” that criticism, questioning and resentfulness were also
present. The understanding that it was to be “raised without whiskey” could scarcely
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have been general, or was intentionally ignored. At all events preparations were made
somewhat hastily to “have the frame up before the whiskey and those with it would arrive.”
This was accomplished and the “liquor was not taken out of the sleigh” of the tardy ones.
“So you see it was a temperance raising after all.”

The subtle expedient was adopted, so it is indicated in a colloquy, of asking us “to your
raising in the P. M. and then raise in the A. M.” Someone remarked of his, “You did smart,
to which the wife retorted, “Yes, Mr. | you did not have a chance to take your jug out
of your sleigh, did you?” This, “all cheerfully said,” was scarcely mollifying to a hardboiled
pioneer, and perhaps little mitigated by the promise of “plenty to eat.”

The chimney was made by the use clay and sticks. When the latter were laid the builder
“plastered it all over with clay using [my] hands for a trowel makes it look nice if not
smooth.” The chimney “is 154 large at the bottom and smaller at the top but so large that
dense smoke ca ascend it if it should happen to take that course, but if not My Dear, now
what is the matter.Your eyes are red, and how they water.Oh, dear me, it so hard and
perplexingAnd | must say it is truly vexing.”

The Owl and the Tete-a-tete

“At times after we had passed to a land of quietness and rest by sleep, one of those
largest owls would light upon the top of the house, and there chant some of his harsh
solos or laughing tunes which would awaken and frighten us at first. After a second
thought | wold take down the gun and go out and salute him with it, which appeared to
satisfy him for the time being.”

“The bird that sings cuckools not the bird that lips hoo hooUpon the house or tree topHe
wants the chicken for is crop.”

“The incidents we passed made us often take a long téte-a-téte, but morning found us
always ready again for labor.”
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After the Indians departed (see Chapter 1), “we would perhaps fall asleep again to be
awakened by the wolf's midnight cry, which has as many sounds as a piano, only harsher
in tones. Morning arrived and all is well.”

Live Stock

“How did you feel about that time?” the pioneer was asked. To which came the reply, “I
should say as Alexander Selkirk did at a certain time, when he said he was ‘Monarch of all
he surveyed’ and my right there was none to dispute, but | was not lord of the fowl and the
brute for | had none yet.”

Some time later he reached definitely the Selkirk class. He possessed four cows [one
black], four sheep, there or fowls, and the wife, a kitten. They “now began to feel as lords
of the fowl and the brute.”

The hogs still later acquired “could run or jump, or slide through a fence and dig deep.” He
has seen them “perform wonders.” On entering the pen “knife in hand, perhaps they would
jump out and run, and you after them, yes, and the dog too. Probably you might overtake
them after one or two miles chase, and then it would be venturesome to attack them. At
this time they would look terrible and savage.”

If no other lesson to the medical ruralist is derivable from this, one at least is obvious.
Beware of acorns and soft corn in fattening swine.—

“Haw, haw, he, he, he, yes, laugh outrightTo see the pranks they could performAfter eating
the acorns they could biteDon't make a shadow yet after eating soft corn.”

Venison and Pork Partridges

Although the floor-boards clattered, and the faster the wife walked “and as the woman
would sing too, the sound thereof might be heard— 155 | won't venture to guess how far.
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Yet the deer seemed not to fear, but would come out in sight and close to the house and
eat potato peelings which the wife had thrown there to feed them, as we had nothing else
to give them to.”

“l took down my gun and started out bareheaded. After entering the woods | saw a nice
deer standing on three feet ready to jump at any moment. | fired at him and hit him—he
ran a short distance and fell down dead... We drew him out of the woods... It was the first
one | had killed and got. Did not we have a gay time over our meat and berries.”

John Tupper was sent to Detroit for pork. “One barrel had several heads of hogs in it and
in another the pork was not as pleasant as we wished for, but we divided it up equally
among us. No remarks to be made.”

Pork should be pleasant.

“One day three deer came close to the house and were eating potato parings that had
been thrown out.” One of them that he shot fell down and bleated hard which caused his
wife to “turn from the sight.” A tribute to her distinctly. “So you see we used to slaughter in
the country at an early day and when we wanted chicken pie | could kill a few partridges in
a short time and nearby.”

Other Food Supplies

“Ladies, let me tell you about a potato mince pie that my wife made about this time. Some
person had told her about it, and said it was quite a substitute for apples, and she tried it.
Someone may ask how did it answer for a substitute? Our minds are as follows: “The like |
never saw beforeA potato mince pie to holdNor do | want to any morePiping hot or frozen
cold. “It has a natural pie lookAs far as eye can seeBut sorely disappoints the cookAnd it
can't be cat for tea. “The recipt for making this pielf anyone inquirethHas long since been
laid byGone where the woodbine twineth.”
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However, “all through the summer season we had a great plenty of wild fruit; strawberries,
plums, whortleberries, blackberries, cranberries, and nuts of many kinds. | got a pig in the
spring, and at this time he looks somewhat like a hog.”

“By this time, fall of 1833, we had a spot cleared to set out an orchard on.” Father had
purchased from a “badly culled” nursery of trees near Detroit, some apple trees. Came the
division. “Mother's plea was, that she was old, and wanted the privilege of making a choice
out of them first, which was granted to her of course.”

156

Age hath its compensations as the writer of this review finds daily occasion to verify.

“Good made these provisions for man while he is clearing the earth to raise his food. This
winter | commence preparations for making sugar.”

Light and Slut

“Through the winter deer tallow and coon oil made light when the moon did not. The oil or
soft grease was burned in an old saucer or some other small dish by trying a small piece
of factory cloth around a button, then putting the part the button was in into the grease,
and then setting the upper end on fire. The name of this light was called a slut.” Pourquoi?

Industry—Indoors

“Our sheep ran in the woods days and had to be yarded at night—the consequence was
that the brush had pulled out some of their wool and made them look rough and they lost
considerable. | then learned more of the nature of sheep, they are wonderful, attractive
and kind.” The black wool “we used for socks or made it gray by putting in one black
thread and one white together—the white was for the women's wear. | then made her [the
wife] a great wheel to spin it into yarn—the first one made in the country; the head we
brought with us. | had a turning lathe made before this, and had made a few chairs and

Medical history of Michigan http://www.loc.gov/resource/lhbum.1995a



Library of Congress

bedsteads. When the wife commenced to spin what music the wheel makes, and how
cheerful she feels singing and walking back and forth all day long.”

Hark! It is the sound of the pioneer's lotAnd the voice of the wife that is cheerfulAlthough it
is woods all around our cotAnd the yarn is new and strong and needful.”

“This fall | built a shop to work in nights and stormy days. | had black walnut lumber
sawed, and as | had a turning lathe, | had plenty of calls for work. Some wanted a table
made, other chairs, another a bedstead, or a pail or a churn. Mr. — said, ‘Can't you make
me a pork barrel?’ ‘I will try.”

Cultural Projects

“We begin to talk relative to building a school house. Of course there is not any objection
to an enterprise so needed for the children although there were not many children at that
time or many families. | had no children at this time but the future is to be looked after—it
was decided to build.”

They built “a nice log house” with “walls and corners plumb,” and a “good strong battened
door.” It was shingled with red oak “and here it stands.” There was a box stove from
Detroit, but no tower or place for a bell. “It was for a church, too, and there the heart of
man has been made to rejoice.” It was “not built by tax, but by benevolence.”

No one can question the above statement from the generous promoter, who “paid one
third of the cost of the building.”

157

Writes the pioneer, “Young people do you ever think of the contrast of the privileges you
have, and those possessed by the young folks from twenty-five to forty-five years back.”

And this was in ‘78—a half-century ago.
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Amusements and Diversions

“July 4th, 1833, was a notable day in the wilds of Genesee County— not as the
journeyings of the ancient people, but for the assembling of the people to celebrate the
day at the sound of a violin in a dance. One of my brothers, Eli, and lady, with six other
gentlemen and ladies, met at a house, or afterwards a tavern, in the now city corporation
of Flint, near Thread mills, known as the old brewery house... In the course of the evening
a thunder shower came up. The flashes of lightning were very sharp, the thunder heavy
and the rain plenteous. The fiddler was a German Dutchman, upon whom the effect was
such that he had to stop playing, it put him out so. One can see in this some semblance
to the present style of July gatherings to celebrate the fourth. Music, flashes of lightning,
the burning of powder, the thunder, the report of cannon, the rain, we will add for the
guenching of all animosities (this was the first fourth held in Genesee County).”

“We left off with some description of the usual preliminaries to a visit to a neighbors, and
will now give a short sketch of the customary experience during the journey. | shoulder the
child and we start for the neighbors house. After a few minutes travel, the woman shrieks
out—she has caught a brush in her face and hair which made a scratch upon her face,
and the blood runs a little. The next thing, | catch my foot in some brush and come near
falling headlong, baby and all. Another scream and run—OQO! what a large snake it is—a
massasaugar. Take the child and let me kill it. A little farther on we are stopped by a pond
of water—we go around it and pass on. The journey is diversified, by listening to the little
birds in their songs, brushing off musquitoes, and scaring out the little rabbits from under
the logs. | see the house—take courage, we have gained the haven. When we got there,
the women had not got to making clothing out of fig leaves yet, but were found altering
over some old clothes for future use. | say nothing of their conversation at this time but
leave you to judge at such a time, it was a pleasant day—had no shower, and all passed
off pleasant. At last | suggested it was time for us to return home again, for the cows
were in the woods and would have to be looked up to be milked. After surmounting many
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difficulties we got home and found the cows at home already before us, the musquitoes
had driven them in and they were waiting for us to build a smoke for them to stand in, to
disappoint the backbiting creatures. Sometimes things work for good to those who have
been visiting and sleep is good for the weary.”

“Strawberries began to ripen and | sauntered around not far from my house to pick some.
Soon | saw two large black snakes crawl into a hollow 158 log. | dug them out and behold
there was three of them, one spotted milk snake and the two black ones—I killed the
three, and then peeled some bark and tied them head and tail, and them drew them to the
house to let wife see the wonderful snake. The spotted one | placed in the middle, and the
black ones on each end, measuring in all fifteen feet four inches in length, circumference
six inches. .. The story is not mixed but the snakes were. | do not recollect her words of
surprise but there were some.”

And this from one who assures his readers that “truth is to be observed in full.”

In the spring of the year (following the building of the schoolhouse) “the frogs would be
very noisy and sometimes disturb the pleasure of the school Miss, when she would tell the
A.B.A. class they might go out for recess and plague the frogs. That would please them
much—and that was all they wanted, liberty—and so in fact it is with older ones.”

Mortality and Ministrations

Further down the river was “another very coarse log house, about on the spot where the
Baptist church first stood.” It was “in this shanty Mrs. Esther Green died—the first white
woman that died in this county [Genesee], in 1830.”

“Something new with us as a neighborhood is to take place—Mr. Davison of Atlas is called
upon to make two one, the happy couple being Mr. Amasa Shot and Miss Sally Reid, all of
Grand Blanc. A general invitation was extended to us all in the vicinity to attend and soon
after the bride sickened and died, and Mr. Short has long since gone to the gold diggins.”

Medical history of Michigan http://www.loc.gov/resource/lhbum.1995a



Library of Congress

“This year [1834] has been a year of plain and sorrow for the pioneer in these parts of
Michigan ... the cutting down of timber and clearing it away seemed as though it caused
aa good deal of sickness ... the sap in the timber soured and smelt offensive in hot days
—I think caused a great deal of sickness such as fever and ague and chill fever and a
number died of fever this fall ... God in his mercy to me spared in health so that I in duty
to my fellow neighbors had to attend to them which was a trying task, almost night and
day, in assisting for their comfort, encouraging them to look for better days and trying to
make their pillow easier for the sick heads—and those whose prospects were short for
life, by helping to look away to One that had promised all such as would come unto Him
eternal life. One young man and his wife died—the man in the morning and the woman in
the evening of the same day—they left no family. | was with them and closed their eyes in
death.”

“Mrs. Beebe about this time had a stroke of paralysis and she said ‘All is well after
death’—that being her views then. | had to leave and go home after praying with them ...
when | returned again towards night | found Mrs. Beebe speechless and one side of her
paralysed. .. She took my hand and placed it upon her heart—that was all the answer she
gave me. It 159 was on my mind that the heart was not right in the sight of God, although it
might have been otherwise.

“In October, 1834, family by the name of Reid, from New York State, moved in to Grand
Blanc, with one of their daughter, who had been married the fall before. On their way here
they had been exposed to the cholera, and soon after getting here, they were all sick with
it. Oh! what a time it was, there in the woods, with but a few inhabitants, and so many
sick of such a nature too. Soon the daughter was taken down, which made four of them
sick in one house at a time. We neighbors, men and women, had to take turns to take
care of the sick, it being of such a nature—it was of fear and of heart feelings and sorrow
that none but the eye-witness can portray. When we were away it was a dread to think

of returning again. The women said: ‘Oh! how can I return to that sorrowful place again.’
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But as the time arrives to go, all fear is gone, and duty prevails over all to go to the place
of sorrow without a murmur. Soon the mother died, and all we could do for her was to

roll her up in a cloth, make a rough box and put her in immediately, and nail down the lid,
then start with it for to bury, without any ceremony, and a few men to bury her—the body
being in such a disgusting condition, and disagreeable, and danger of falling to pieces
after death. The next victim to death was the son, the box being prepared before hand—
and as soon as he was pronounced dead, he was put into the box and carried away to the
grave and buried. The father seemed to get better. Oh! alas! a sorrowful episode followed
these sad events. One of our near and respected neighbors, a daughter of the father and
mother which moved into their house sickened and died—Mrs. Short. She was taken sick
of the same compliant and was very low when her mother died. She was in the prime of
life, and bid fair for a long life—but nature that is so often exposed to all the ills of life,

has to yield, and pass away, leaving friends with broken hearts and neighbors sorrowful,
and lamentings their company's loss. We had anticipated so much on future associating
together, we had almost forgotten that sickness and death could find the pioneer. Mrs.
Short soon died, and oh! what a time followed. It is a heart-rending scene to some of us
yet, that were present at this time. A few of the neighboring men came in and took a sheet
and bound her up tight, having the box ready-made, placed her in it and nailed down the
lid. She had no roses placed upon her, not event her dishevelled hair cared for, not but a
few to look upon her face, which was once beautiful and comely, but now by death and
disease horrid and disgusting—the husband the only principal to shed tears. As it being

in the forepart of the evening, and having to go one and a half miles to bury her, mostly

all through the woods, we took some barks to make torch a light, set them of fire, and
then took up the box and started for the place of burial, without mourners of preachers—
but kind neighbors. In writing this, it brings back those pioneer trials afresh to out minds.
Soon after the father relapsed and died also, and now their bones have been removed and
buried in the Evergreen Cemetery in 160 Grand Blanc, having a monument erected, to
their memory, and in as pleasant location as there is in the yard.”
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“Reader, come with me, and let us pause and look,And see one of our neighbor's wife
assisting sick friends; The neighbors have fears and almost them all forsookHer abode—
but the pioneer he does faithfully attend.

And, after all, must she go along with her mother,Having to fall a sacrifice to death by her
faithful careOver her beloved friends, father, mother, and dear brother;God calls on us
under many ways, this life to depart and be there.”

The Doctor

“John W. King was our practicing physician. | have been in this practice in many places.
He gave general satisfaction, and I left at home with him on all occasions. | saw a
statement made by Dr. Fish at the funeral of John W. King, respecting his pioneer ride. |
have been an eye witness to his rides. Many hours we have passed together among the
sick and afflicted. It may not be out of place here to mention an incident happening to the
Doctor, although a few years later, for which mention | hope to be excused. It was in this
wise; One day, in midsummer, on Sunday, the Doctor was passing my house, going east a
couple of miles to see a patient, on horse back—his only mode of conveyance at the time
—Iletting the lines to the horse bridle hang loose upon the horses back, while the doctor
was perusing a small tract or book in his hand, at this time. Just after passing my house,
there was a pond of water in the road, and in it the swine were lying to cool off, and as

the horse took his own course he did not avoid the pond of water. When coming upon the
swine, they jumped up and hooted in their way. You remember | told you before how they
looked—which made the horse jump or leap sideways. The Doctor jumped down in the
midst of the water and mud. The consequence was the Doctor had to turn and come into
my house and have his clothes washed off, then stay until dry, for he said it was his best.
After a few years more our roads would admit of a course temporary sulkey, or the forward
wheels of light wagon made into a sulkey. Doctors in those days had to take trade for pay
of his would-be-pay-masters. Doctor King had one foible, as well as many others had at
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that day—nhe liked fried cake sopped in maple syrup. | have said this much of the Doctor
because he was considered a necessary pioneer with us.”

Thus the sweet close of the “Experiences.”

Capt. Abel F. Fitch “under confinement until his death, charged with being one of the
leaders among the persons then on trial in the ‘railroad conspiracy’ case” against a
“treacherous corporation of the old time” write under date of May 6, 1851,—"“Court sits
here next week, when some of us will have our trials. We are very uncomfortably situated,
but try to get along as sell as se can. It comes very had for Dr. Moulton. Dany was here
yesterday.”11

161

The railroads were powerful factors in public life in those days.

The earnings of Dr. Hosea Stanton Burr's wife, who taught “two sons of Mr. Dearin,” whom
the present writer knew in Lansing, “were more considerable for some time ... than those
of the doctor, for while he only had running accounts, Mrs. Burr received ready money for
her services, and when she had accumulated twenty or thirty dollars it seemed like a very
large sum.”9

“It is a pleasure to write the history of such a state” which “stands the real queen of the
utilitarian world.” Contrast this with “histories of European countries cob-webbed with
intrigue, blackened with iniquity and saturated with blood.”13

This was in 1881 and nothing has been lost in the intervening near-half-century. Beatific
conditions still pervade the entire political and social structure.

A “pioneer prediction in 1839” reads:

“The situation of our Confederation washed by 6000 miles of sea, stretching through many
degrees of latitude and longitude, watered by numerous navigable rivers, with a population
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of 18,000,000 scattered over every part of its surface, from the lakes of liquid silver on the
north to the Gulf of Mexico on the south, and form the ice-bound current of the Kennebeck
[sic] to the rapid streams of California, all protected from tyranny by the strong arms of the
tree of liberty, exhibit a scene of grandeur which ancient Rome in all her splendor might
envy.”13

“The prediction of the pioneer has been literally fulfilled, his brightest day-dreams
surpassed,” adds the historian.

The eloquent prediction is recommended to luncheon clubs of 192 where patriotism is
best preserved. There's a lot more of it and it is inspirational reading—"“What caused the
overthrow of those time-honored and brilliant republics?” [Greece and Rome and “modern
France”]. “The answer is to be found in the ignorance of the people.”

Under the circumstances to call attention to the word “Confederation” may seem
supererogatory, nay invidious; in all probability the prophet was a Democrat.

Travels

If you, like others who are like you, like transportation—if you don't there's at least another
in your class—you will be interested to learn that in 1846 one could board “a public
conveyance” leaving the “Railroad Hotel Military Square, Detroit,” any Tuesday, Thursday,
or Saturday at 7 o'clock A. M., and go “through to Howell same day.”

The above is from an advertisement in “Directory of the City of Detroit and Register of
Michigan for the year 1846” and is reproduced here with apologies to Mr. James H.
Wellings, who has “Copyright Secured.”

The plank road over which these public conveyances were drawn, was eventually
extended from Howell to Lansing. For the illumination of the 162 minds of the immature it
is expedient to add that a plank road was a road having planks for a bed, these laid on the
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surface of undrained ground, and in as near juxtaposition as practicable. This is perhaps
sufficient explanation. Readers of this history will not want to ride far in the stage, anyhow.

It is presumable that the pioneers preferred other forms of transportation where available,
and the same publication offers this lure:

CENTRAL RAILROAD

A passenger train will leave Detroit daily at 8 o'clock A. M. and arrive at Kalamazoo at 6 P.
M. same day.

By this route the traveller passes through the second tier of counties containing the
following beautiful villages [Ypsilanti, Ann Arbor, and others enumerated] arriving at
Kalamazoo, 146 miles, in 10 hours; thence by B. Humphrey and Co.’s line of Post
Coaches to St. Joseph, 56 miles in 12 hours, and thence by Capt. Ward's boat Champion,
built expressly for this route to Chicago, 70 miles in 5 hours, weather permitting. Making
270 miles in about 30 hours to and from Detroit and Chicago.

On the arrival of the western mail train, stages will be in readiness at all the important
villages to take passengers to their destination from Battle Creek to Grand Rapids and
from Kalamazoo into the interior of Indiana.

John F. Porter, Act'g Com., Internal Improvement Office.
May 25, 1846.

Or if he desired to risk a reputation and go to Pontiac, the traveller could make the journey
on the Pontiac and Detroit Railroad, “opened to the public the Fourth of July, 1843,”
leaving any day but Sunday at 8 A. M. The round trip cost two dollars.

Query: What else was “opened” to the public on that auspicious occasion?
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In passing, this Directory is of no little interest to one who believes in the diversification of
employment, and is mal-adjusted to present day mass methods. Almost every conceivable
vocation is there mentioned. “Master Mariner” among others—there were several of these
—intrigued the writer.

Caution! The W. C. T. U. should curb curiosity and refrain from investigation. Its members
would be saddened. There was even one Mrs. M who kept a thirst emporium. But
why continue?
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Chapter VIWilliam Beaumont, M.D.Michigan's Significant Contribution to theWorld's
Medical HistoryBy J. H. Dempster, B.A., M.D., Detroit, Michigan

Of Imperishable and outstanding importance in the history of science is the work of
Michigan's pioneer in medical research, William Beaumont, a surgeon in the United States
Army, stationed at Mackinac Island. Many a one has gone on his way through life, seeing
but not perceiving; many have observed, intelligently perceived and rested content with
the acquisition of facts or fundamental grounds for theorizing. A few have seen, perceived,
studied diligently, weighed, pondered, analyzed and recorded. Of these was Beaumont.
This back-woods physiologist made a discovery through patient observation that ranks
with the work of Harvey or of Claude Bernard. The story has been told in brief in almost
every text book on Physiology since Beaumont's time.

Medical history of Michigan http://www.loc.gov/resource/lhbum.1995a



Library of Congress

Late in the spring of 1822 occurred the event which made the name of William Beaumont
famous in the annals of medicine. Indians and voyageurs had returned to Mackinac

with the results of the winter's hunting. A strange medley of humanity had gathered at
the American Fur Company's trading post. On the sixth of June a gun was accidentally
discharged, its contents entering the upper abdomen of a young voyageur, leaving a
cavity which would have admitted a man's fist. According to an eye-witness Alexis St.
Martin, for that was his name, fell, as every one supposed, dead. Dr. Beaumont, surgeon
of the fort, was called, and arrived shortly after the accident. Shot and pieces of clothing
were extracted and the would dressed. The surgeon then left with the remark that the
man couldn't live thirty-six hours, but called again in two or three hours and found the
patient better than he had anticipated. The patient was removed to the fort hospital where
he eventually recovered, leaving, however, a permanent gastric fistula. Beaumont's

own account of the accident is told in the introduction to his work, “Experiments and
Observations on the Gastric Juice.”

“Alexis St. Martin, who is the subject of these experiments, was a Canadian of French
descent at the above mentioned time [1822] about 18 years of age, of good constitution,
robust and healthy. He had been engaged in the service of the American Fur Company
as a voyager and was accidentally wounded by the discharge of a musket on the 6th of
June; the charge, consisting of powder and duck-shot, was received in the left side of
166 the youth, he being at a distance of not more than one yard from the muzzle of the
gun. The contents entered posteriorly and in an oblique direction, forward and inward,
literally blowing off integument and muscles of the size of a man's hand, fracturing and
carrying away anterior half of the sixth rib, lacerating the lower portion of the left lung,
the diaphragm and perforating the stomach. The whole mass of material forced from

the musket, together with fragments of clothing and pieces of fractured ribs, were driven
into the muscles and cavity of the chest. | saw him in 25 or 30 minutes after the accident
occurred, and on examination found a portion of the lung as large as a turkey's egg
protruding through the external wound, lacerated and burned; and immediately below this
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another protrusion which, on further examination, proved to be a portion of the stomach
lacerated through all its coats and pouring out the food he had taken for his breakfast
through the orifice large enough to admit the forefinger.”

Beaumont's hospital and bedside notes give a complete history of the case.
William Beaumont

Alexis St. Martin (Note gastric fistula)

Reproduction from Dr. Myer's “Life and Letters of William Beaumont.”

Being destitute and without friends or relatives, Alexis St. Martin became a pauper
dependent on the town of Mackinac. It was at last decided to ship him to his native town,
Montreal, nearly one thousand miles away. Beaumont, however, rescued him from
misery and inevitable death by taking him into his own family. “During this time,” says
his benefactor, “I nursed him, fed him, clothed him, lodged him and furnished him with
every comfort and dressed his wounds daily and for the most part twice a day.” It should
be realized that Beaumont endeavored to close the wound; that when all other means
failed he suggested incising the edges of the wound, and “bringing 167 them together by
sutures, an operation to which the patient would not submit.”

Not until three years after the accident did the idea of performing a number of experiments
appear to occur to the mind of Beaumont. In 1825 he began to realize the importance

of this case which had fallen to his care when it occurred to him what a great service to
humanity might result from this accident. About this time Beaumont describes the situation
as follows:

“He [St. Martin] will drink a quart of water or cat a dish of soup and then by removing the
dressing | frequently find the stomach inverted to the size and about the shape of a half-
blown rose, yet he complains of no pain, and it will return itself or is easily reduced by

Medical history of Michigan http://www.loc.gov/resource/lhbum.1995a



Library of Congress

gentle pressure. When he lies on the opposite side | can look directly into the cavity of the
stomach and almost see the processes of digestion. | have frequently suspended flesh,
raw and wasted, and other substances into the perforation to ascertain the length and time
required to digest each, and at one time used a tent of raw beef instead of lint to stop the
orifice, and found that in less than five hours it was completely digested off as smooth and
as even as if it had been cut with a knife.”

Fort Mackinac The hospital where Dr. Beaumont was stationed on the Island of Mackinac
is shown tothe left of the picture.

Then his resolve to make use of the case as a means of studying gastric digestion takes
shape:

“This case affords an excellent opportunity for experimenting on the gastric fluid and
process of digestion. It would give no pain or cause the least uneasiness to extract a gill
of fluid every two or three days for it frequently flows out spontaneously in considerable
guantities. Various kinds of digestible substances might be introduced into the stomach
and then easily examined during the whole process of digestion. | may, therefore, be able
hereafter to give some interesting experiments on these subjects.”

In 1900 The Michigan State Medical Society met at Mackinac Island and erected

a monument of granite inside the fort to commemorate the scene of Beaumont's
observations and studies of physiology of gastric secretion. In 168 June 1927, when the
annual meeting of the Michigan State Medical Society was held on the Island, a bronze
tablet containing the original inscription was affixed to the monument; the rigors of a
guarter of a century of northern winters had all but effaced the original inscription. The
interesting commemorative address delivered on this occasion by Dr. B. R. Corbus of
Grand Rapids, follows.

It is apropos here to note that in the year 1922 the Wayne County Medical Society
established a lecture foundation which commemorates the work of William Beaumont.
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The Beaumont lectures in Detroit have become a popular feature in connection with adult

medical education in Wayne County. The course consists of three lectures usually given in
February. The lectures have been men of national reputation. The foundation provides for
the publication of each series in book form. Eight volumes have already appeared.

Beaumont—Michigan's Pioneer Physiologistt By Burton R. Corbus, M.D., Grand
Rapids, Michigan

T Address delivered at 107th Annual Meeting of the Michigan State Medical Society,
Mackinac Island, June 16-19, 1927, on the occasion of the unveiling of a new tablet placed
on the Beaumont Monument.

Vaughan, Osler and Myer have so competently and so splendidly extolled the life and work
of this man whose memory we are honoring today that the obligation to attempt a further
appreciation of his life is one that | approach with a considerable degree of temerity. Yet it
is an obligation that carries with it an honor that | would be loath to forego.

On a June day in 1812, a young man presented himself to the Medical Examining Board
at Burlington, Vermont. His examination being satisfactory, he was recommended “to the
world,” so the license reads, “as a judicious and safe practitioner in the different avocations
of the medical profession.” So is introduced Dr. William Beaumont.

He had had a common school education, had taught for a year or so, and then had,

with rare judgment, apprenticed himself to a physician of unusual ability, Dr. Benjamin
Chandler, of St. Albans, Vermont. With him he studied for two years. This was his entire
preparation for the practice of medicine and for the research work in which later he was to
show such unusual ability.

Although such preparation was apparently most inadequate, it must not be overmuch
depreciated. There are many today who feel that the return in part to the preceptor system
would be a distinct gain for our present medical education. The contact with a capable
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pactitioner, the early opportunities for contact with the patient, the chance for a practical
application of the preceptor's instruction,—all of these are of inestimable value.

Beaumont was taught the value of close observation of the patient, of 169 the need of
careful history taking, of logical thought, and more than these, Dr. Chandler furnished
the young student with inspiration and incentive. Since a boy he had had an unusual
urge to put things down on paper. This was perhaps, to some extent, influenced by the
fact that he was quite deaf. He kept a diary in which he put down the details of his life,
his speculations on philosophy, on life, on religion, the impression left upon him by his
reading of the classics, and frequently whole paragraphs from these same classics, more
particularly relating to conduct.

House in Which Alexis St. Martin Was Wounded. Mackinac IslandThe basement wall is the
only portion of this house now standing. The hospital ofthe fort may be seen up at the right
of the picture.

He was already a good observer. His case histories of the patients whom he saw during
his apprenticeship, are most voluminous in their detail, and his picking out of the salient
points and his conclusions, even admitting the help he must have received from his
preceptor, were of such a character that it seems almost impossible that one with so little
training could be so accurate. They are today worthy of the study and the emulation of the
graduating doctor and the intern on our hospitals. This ability to observe, this willingness
to study, this urge to put down on paper his observations and his conclusions, made an
excellent groundwork for his later studies.

170

A dozen years later he was to be made an honorary member of the Medical Society of the
Territory of Michigan in appreciation of the work which he had done on the physiology of
digestion, a work just beginning, but which was destined to make him one of the pioneer
American physiologists and the foremost in the study of gastric digestion.

Medical history of Michigan http://www.loc.gov/resource/lhbum.1995a



Library of Congress

Almost immediately after receiving his license, he entered the army. The War of 1812 was
on and his service was very active. As always, he took full advantage of his opportunities,
and his worn buckskin pocket notebook is filled to overflowing with detailed descriptions of
his cases. Here, too, fate offered a further opportunity of far-reaching consequence. One
of his associates was Dr. Joseph Lovell, with whom he formed a friendship destined to be
lifelong, and which proved to be of incalculable value to him in the prosecution of his life
work.

With the end of the war, Beaumont resigned to enter practice in Plattsburg, New York.
However, with the advent of Dr. Lovell to the surgeon-generalship of the United States
Army, and the offer of the surgeon-general of a responsible position in his office at
Washington, the thoughts of Beaumont turned again to the army. Although refusing the
desk appointment, he shortly afterward applied for a commission. His first assignment was
to the Fort on this island, Fort Mackinac on the Island of Michilimackinac.

It was a long trip from Plattsburg to this island in the wilderness, but the island was
perhaps better known in the east then, than it is today. A favorite camping spot for the
Indians, the scene of many a bloody battle, a settlement from the days of the early
explorers, a familiar stopping place for La Salle and Tonti, and Father Marquette,
furnishing a company of Indians and French in the Revolutionary War, taken by the British
in the War of 1812 (now again under the U. S. flag), one of the most important posts in
America of the American Fur Company,—it is likely that Beaumont was familiar with the
story of the island.

He landed in June. June seems to have been a most eventful month in his life. | find this
entry in his diary written 107 years ago this day, June 18, 1820—

“Assumed the charge of the hospital and commenced duty in the U. S. service.”
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He found on the island about 500 people, mostly French Canadians and Indians in the
village on the beach below the fort. For his associates he had the officers of the fort and
the officers of the American Fur Company. It was noted that the total number of white
women on the island was twelve. One can imagine that life during the winter was quite
uneventful and rather dreary, but once a year Michilimackinac became a very lively place.
To the island came from all the north and the northwest, the Indians, the voyageurs,

the traders of the American Fur Company bringing their loads of pelts, the result of

their winter's work. They came in such numbers that the usual population of the island
increased more than ten fold. It was made a gala occasion, and the business was not to
be hurriedly disposed of. It was a time for celebration.

171

On such a day as this, in still another June in 1822, the usual jollification was on. In

the basement of the American Fur Company's store a jostling crowd was bartering and
gossiping, when suddenly a shotgun was accidentally discharged into the breast of
Alexis St. Martin, a young French Canadian who stood about three feet distant. Surgeon
Beaumont of the Fort arrived some fifteen minutes later. The stage is set and the curtain
is raised on the play which will last for many years and will lead to the most important
discoveries in the physiology of digestion, greater than the sum total of

Beaumont's Monument, Mackinac Island The monument at Fort Mackinac was erected in
honor of the labors of William Beaumontby the Michigan State Medical Society in 1900.
The tablet was placed in the baseof the monument to render permanent the inscription of
1900, which had become largelyeffaced by the rigors of the northern winters.

knowledge up to this time and greater than the discoveries of any one man since this time.

The story is well known, how in the healing of the wound a fistula was formed which
permitted the outpouring of the gastric juices and made possible a certain degree of
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visualization of the interior of the stomach. The man and the opportunity had met, although
Beaumont was not immediately to recognize the opportunity.

A year later the patient was still far from well. Without means he 172 had long before this
become dependent upon the charity of the village, and it was proposed to return him as
pauper to Montreal. The two thousand mile journey in an open boat, as planned by the
village authorities, was quite likely to prove disastrous.

At this juncture Beaumont, out of the kindness of his heart, not willing to see his patient
suffer from the arduous trip, took St. Martin into his home, a not inconsiderable obligation
to a man whose salary was only $40.00 a month and who had but recently been married.

Alexis had been in his home some time before he saw the possibilities. He says himself,—

“A mere tyro in science, with a mind free from every bias, | commenced them [the
experiments] as it were, by accident.”

But then, to use Osler's words, “he recognized, grasped and improved the opportunity
which fell in his path with a zeal and unselfishness not excelled in the annals of medical
science.”

His studies on Alexis St. Martin practically ended with the publication of his book,
—"Experiments and Observations on the Gastric Juice and the Physiology of Digestion,”

in 1833. Interruptions had been many. St. Martin was difficult to handle. On at least one
occasion he took French leave of his benefactor in the midst of his experiments, and once
away from Beaumont it was always difficult to get him to return. St. Martin was permitted to
go home for what was expected to be a short visit in April, 1833, and Beaumont was never
able to get him to return for further experimentation. He never gave up the effort, however,
and up to the time of his death he continued to make advances and ever hoped he might
continue the work.
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There is no evidence that Beaumont at any time received any financial assistance in

the prosecution of his experiments. The only exception to this is that at one period the
Surgeon-General arranged for St. Martin to enlist as a private in the United States Army,
and assigned him to Beaumont.

Repeatedly it was found necessary to send emissaries to Canada to plead with St. Martin
to return. When successful, Beaumont not only paid him rather well, but usually supported
his wife and his rapidly increasing family. One marvels that an assistant surgeon's salary
could encompass so much, and knows that it could only be done by extreme sacrifice.

His friend, Dr. Lovell, the surgeon-general, gave him most valuable assistance,—made

it possible for him to study in Washington for a period of time, and made it possible for

him to be stationed at Plattsburg while he was publishing his book, but the exigencies of
the service were often such as to prevent progress. In spite of his discouragements he
continued with his work,—carefully investigating, laboriously studying the literature, not
hesitating to go for help to the leaders in physiological research, getting from Professor
Dunglinson of the University of Virginia, the leading American physiologists, and Professor
Silliman of Yale, the leading American chemist, valuable advice, suggestions and
confirmation of his findings, and always truthfully reporting.

173

As a part of the preface of his book he says,—

“I submit a body of facts which cannot be invalidated. My opinions may be doubted, denied
or approved, according as they conflict or agree with opinions of each individual who may
read them, but their worth may be best determined by the foundation on which they rest,
the incontrovertible facts.”

And again later in his work,—
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“Truth like beauty is when ‘unadorned, adorned the most’ and in prosecuting these
experiments and inquiries | believe that | have been guided by its light.”

With such ideals it is not strange that for the most part his contemporaries were impressed
with the accuracy and truthfulness of his observations. Combe, the leading English
physiologist of the day, says, “It would be difficult to point out any observer who excels him
in devotion to truth and freedom from the trammels of theory or prejudice.”

Although Beaumont's fame rests or his research work, it is well that | point out that,
measured by the accomplishments of a lifetime, this work was only an important incident in
an other wise well filled life. He was an excellent army surgeon who was frequently called
upon for specialized duty.

Retiring from the army in 1840, he began practice in St. Louis where his special abilities
brought him immediate success. He was offered, and accepted, the chair of surgery in the
Medical Department of the St. Louis University, then in its inception, and took a prominent
and active part in the professional and social life of the community until his death in 1853,
at the age of 66.

Dedication of Bronze Tablet

“Near this spot Dr. William Beaumont, United States Army, made those experiments upon
Alexis St. Martin which brought fame to himself and honor to American medicine.”

So reads the inscription on the monument erected jointly by the Upper Peninsula and the
Michigan State Medical Societies, and dedicated June 10, 1900. In unveiling this new
tablet and re-dedicating this monument to this pioneer American physiologist and a fellow
member, the Michigan State Medical Society is moved by a desire not only to honor the
man his work, but by its desire to emphasize to the medical youth of today the value of
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close observation, of logical thought, of analytical deduction, and last but not least, the
virtue of truthful reporting.

With such an armamentarium and the desire to seek new truths, opportunities will be
found to add “a mite to the promotion of medical science.”t Much still remains to be

done to make this world a healthier, a better and a happier world to live in. Discoveries

in medicine, accomplishments in research, are products not limited to university and
subsidized research laboratories. Harveys, Jenners, Beaumonts, Kochs, Longs and
Bantings, country doctors all of them, will continue to appear and will not be submerged by
the lack of apparent opportunity.

T The introduction to Beaumont's report to the Surgeon general commenced,—*With an
honest desire to contribute, if | may, a mite to the promotion of Medical Science. 174

May the accomplishments of Beaumont, attained through sacrifice and disappointment,
handicapped by a lack of facilities for the prosecution of his experiments, and by a lack of
scientific training, carried on with great industry, because he held an overwhelming urge to
do, continue to serve as an incentive and an inspiration.

Impressions of Beaumont from Sundry SourcesBy C. B. Burr, M. D., Flint, Michigan

The following excerpts are from Dr. J. H. Dempster's admirable study “Pathfinders of
Physiology” published by The Detroit Medical Journal Company, 1914.

“As he grew to manhood his sympathies and political leanings were in accord with those
of his father, who was a staunch Democrat and patriot. While no church record assures us
that he was of the faith of his parents, Congregationalist, his biographer asserts that when
the roll of the drum announced the approaching hour of worship he was among those who
slowly wended they way over the hills on foot or on horseback to the old meeting house.
Beaumont was blessed with such rigorous parental discipline in youth that he explained
his lapses in church attendance in after life by the statement that during his youth he had
made up for a lifetime of church attendance. Further than that he was a courageous and
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fearless boy, little is known of his early life. It is said that he developed deafness, which
became more marked as he grew older, from standing near a cannon which was being
fired, simply to outwit playmates of his own age.

“Beaumont left a diary which is an interesting description by one on the firing line, of the
stormy times of 1812. This graphic account of events of the war by an eye-witness is
reproduced in Dr. Myer's book.2 Beaumont was present August, 1814, at the battle of
Plattsburgh, where General Macomb defeated the British under General Prevost. The
Treaty of Ghent ratified in February, 1815, closed the war. Soon after the close of the war
of 1812 Beaumont tendered his resignation and in partnership with a Dr. Senter opened

a store in the town of Plattsburgh, which store contained ‘a general assortment of drugs,
medicines, groceries, dye woods, etc., of the first quality and choicest selection which they
calculate to sell on liberal terms for cash or approved credit.” So runs the advertisement in
the local newspaper. In the footnote of the advertisement it is stated that ‘Medicines will be

put up with accuracy and care.

“The first experiments were carried on at Mackinac and were continued at Fort Niagara,

to which place Beaumont was removed. While on a visit to Burlington, Vermont, as one

of his master's household, Alexis, whose interest in science has long ago reached the
vanishing point, ran away and was lost to his benefactor for some time. This ungrateful act
on the part of the French-Canadian proved a sore disappointment to our ‘backwoods 175
physiologist.” His experiments up to this time were to estimate the length of time required
for the digestion of certain kinds of food, which were suspended in the stomach by means
of silk threads and withdrawn from time to time to note the changes in the substances. He
found that food would digest more quickly in the stomach than when mixed with gastric
juice in vitro.

“Four years after St. Martin's unceremonious departure, Beaumont got in communication
with him. In the meantime Alexis had married and become the father of two children. The
doctor took him, his wife and two children into his own home, where Alexis did duty as
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a common servant when not employed for purposes of experimentation. Beaumont's
laboratory equipment consisted of a thermometer, a few open mouthed vials and a

sand bag. His observations were made with a true spirit of inquiry and with no particular
hypothesis to support. 1 Fifty-six experiments were made between December 6, 1829,
and April 9, 1831. Alexis, with his wife and family, were permitted to return home to
Quebec on the promise to appear when again wanted. Beaumont had felt that he had
accomplished about all he was able in his researches on gastric digestion, and he longed
to go to Europe a year and take St. Martin with him, that the work might be pursued farther
by more competent physiologic chemists. The brevity of his furlough precluded the idea
of going abroad and instead he remained in Washington with Alexis where he found his
surroundings very congenial. Access to the works of European physiologists in the library

and recognition from many of the prominent men at the capital made his sojourn pleasant.
t Italics are the reviewer's.

“In 1833 Beaumont sought the assistance of two of the leading scientific men of the
United States, Robley Dunglinson, professor of physiology, University of Virginia, and
Benjamin Silliman, professor of Chemistry at Yale. Thanks to Beaumont's painstaking and
methodical nature, the correspondence between the two and himself has been carefully
preserved, and it constitutes an excellent account of the physiology of the period. A
sample of gastric juice from St. Martin's stomach was sent Dunglinson for analysis....

“Professor Silliman, to whom a bottle of gastric juice was also submitted, suggested that
a sample be sent to Professor Berzelius, of Stockholm, Sweden, ‘as the man of all others
best qualified to investigated a subject of such deep interest to mankind.” Accordingly a
bottle of the digestive fluid was packed for shipment. Beaumont's disappointment may be
imagined then it was known that the parcel was delayed over two and a half months.

“Through Professor Silliman, Beaumont eventually heard from Berzelius, whose letter was
dated July, 1834. The communication upon which such great expectations were placed
was wholly disappointing. It was in the main an apology for the writer's inability to work
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with the gastric fluid with prospects of results of any value, owing to the time which had
elapsed since its secretion and its arrival at his laboratory, to the possible alteration on
account of summer heat, and to the inadequate quantity received.

176

“Nothing but the utmost zeal and love for the work could account for the persistence with
which Beaumont pursued his researches. He felt not only the handicap of inadequate
resources and facilities for experimentation, but St. Martin wa a source of constant
annoyance to him. He would leave his master and benefactor, often absent for several
years, when by overtures in the shape of money he would be prevailed upon to return and
furnish the precious fluid for his master's investigation. Beaumont's lot was cast at a time
when it was difficult, almost impossible, to obtain government grants for the promotion

of education. His work, therefore, has been accomplished almost entirely at his own
expense.

“William Beaumont resigned his position as army surgeon in 1839. He continued, however,
to attend the families of the officers at St. Louis, where he made his home. Owing to

the distance from St. Louis of his successor, who was stationed ten miles away, he
presented an account to the War Department for professional services covering a period
of a few months, which services he conceded ‘irregular and informal,” but ‘correct and
just.” On receipt of his account the surgeon-general threatened either to ignore the bill

or to deduct the amount from the salary of Beaumont's successor. The manner in which
Beaumont received the threat showed the independent nature of the man. He declared
the surgeon-general's view an ‘absurd opinion, contracted view, narrow-minded vindictive
spirit and petty tyrannical disposition,” of the ‘weak, waspish and wilful head of a medical
department,” and congratulated himself over having the ‘privilege of detesting a man,

the motives and the mind from which such egregious folly, parsimony and injustice could
emanate an be promulgated.’
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“Through severed from the War Department, he still had a very lucrative practice, and,
what is above any monetary consideration, devoted friends, and was very happy in his
domestic relations. The following paragraph quoted in Dr. Myer's Life and Letters of
Beaumont,’ gives a splendid estimate of his character:

“Dr. Beaumont possessed great firmness an determination of purpose. Difficulties which
would have discouraged most men, he never allowed to turn him from his course. These
he did not attempt to evade but to meet and overcome. He possessed, more than any man
| ever knew, a knowledge almost intuitive of human character. You might have introduced
him to 20 different persons in a day, all strangers to him, and he would have given you

an accurate estimate of the character of each, his peculiar traits, disposition, etc. He was
gifted with strong natural powers which, working upon an extensive experience in life,
resulted in a species of natural sagacity, which | suppose was something peculiar to him
not to be attained by any course of study. His temperament was ardent but never got the
better of his instructed and disciplined judgment, and whenever or however employed, he
always adopted the most judicious means of obtaining ends that were always honorable.
In the sick room he was a model of patience and kindness; his intuitive perceptions guiding
a pure benevolence never failed to inspire confidence. Thus, he belonged to that class of
physicians whose very presence affords nature a sensible relief.

“He died April 25, 1853. His death wa considered the result of injuries he received by
slipping on icy steps while making a professional visit. What a satisfaction such a life must
be.

“Toward its close he wrote:
177

“Myself and wife, not unlike John Anderson my Jo, have climbed the hill o'life togither, and
mony a canty day we've had wi’ ane anither. But now we maun totter down life's ebbing
wane in peaceful quiet case and competence, with just so much selfishness and social
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sympathy as to be satisfied with ourselves, our children and friends, caring little for the
formalities, follies and fashions of the present age... Come when it may we only ask God's
blessing on our frosted brows and hand in hand we will go to sleep together.”

William Beaumont and His Work

The above was the subject of the interesting presidential address of Dr. Victor C.
Vaughan to the Michigan State Medical Society in 1896.5He believed “American medical
biographers have not ... done the memory of this man justice.” Excerpts from the address
follow.

Beaumont's writings show that he possessed the following qualifications which should
belong to every man who attempts scientific research.”

1. “He knew what others before him had done in the same line of work.” Despite the fact of
his isolated station, he was “familiar with the important literature of the subject’-a student
earnest an intelligent.

2. “His experiments were made in the most natural way possible. He did not forget, as too
many experimenters do, that conclusions re worthless when the observations are made
under artificial and unnatural conditions.”t

3. “His experiments are recorded in the simplest terms-and his conclusions are never
forced but necessarily follow from the observations.”

T The work is cited of Montegre who could vomit at will, chose to do so during the interval
of digestion and concluded from the fluid examined, that what had been supposed to be
gastric juice was nothing but saliva.

The fact that he wished to take his patient to Europe “in order that the most renowned
physiologists and chemists might see and study” the case illustrates his broad views. “His
little book on ‘Digestion’ should read “the works of Spallanzini and Beaumont.”
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At 64 years of age he was active in a cholera epidemic and “devoted his days and nights
to the most arduous professional duties” in St. Louis where he was then engaged in
practice.

He “comes next [to Spallanzini] in the list of those who studied the gastric juice taken from
the stomach during life, and was the first to make researches on the gastric secretions of
man.”

M. M. Quaife, Ph.D., Secretary-Editor of the Burton Historical Collection, contributed to the
Summer number 1929 of Michigan History Magazine an article entitled, “Romance of the
Mackinac Country,”in which the following interesting detail concerning Beaumont is given.

“On a day in June, 1822, in the old fur company warehouse a shotgun was accidentally
discharged, and its contents found their way, at bare arm's length, into the stomach of
Alexis St. Martin, a young Canadian voyageur. To discover romance in this gory event
would seem to be a large order, yet | think it can be done. The supposedly dying man was
placed on an improvised cot and the garrison surgeon was summoned from his home on
the bluff to attend him. Again, as in the case of the German butcher boy, opportunity had
come to a man who was prepared to profit by it. The name of Beaumont looms large in
the annals of Norman England. One member of the line stood high in the Conqueror's
favor and by the latter's son, William Rufus, was created Earl of Warwick. 178 Centuries
later the family line found footing in the New England across the sea, and here in 1785
William Beaumont, third of the name in America, was born. He became a physician,
served as surgeon's mate in the War of 1812, and in May, 1820, came west to Mackinac
as garrison surgeon. Thereafter, for many years, he resided at Mackinac, Green Bay, and
other military centers. His later years were spent in private practice at St. Louis. He was a
man of great capacity and force of character, who achieved wealth by reason of business
acumen and medical fame by a devotion to scientific investigation which has rarely if ever
been excelled.
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“It was difficult to kill a Canadian voyageur, else all would have perished from the
hardships of their routine existence. To the surprise, no less of Dr. Beaumont than of
everyone else, St. Martin survived his horrible wound. In healing, however, it left an
open entrance to the stomach, through which one might observe, the actual digestive
processes. Dr. Beaumont was quick to perceive the opportunity for scientific investigation
which this uniqgue human laboratory afforded. From the daw of civilization until the month
of June, 1822, no appreciable progress had been made in the study of the processes

of the human stomach. Under great difficulties and over a period of many years Dr.
Beaumont pursued his studies; the results, when published, proved a revelation to the
medical world. | have been told on authority | am disposed to credit that the great Sir
William Osler was wont to rank Dr. Beaumont's work alongside Harvey's discovery of
the circulation of the blood, as one of the two foremost medical achievements of modern
times.

“But the story of Beaumont's work has its humorous, as well as its serious side. St. Martin
was a free and healthy human being, and the workings of his stomach could be studied
only with his consent. A typical Canadian voyageur, as full of superstition as he was
devoid of scientific zeal, the Doctor's probings into the secrets of his interior anatomy
proved exceedingly boresome. Moreover, he was made the butt of the jeers of all his
associates, who rallied him endlessly upon the ‘window’ in his stomach. Although he
owed his life to the Doctor, the strain upon his sense of gratitude proved too great to
endure. In the spring of 1825 Beaumont was ordered to Fort Niagara; although St. Martin
accompanied him thither, he soon profited by his proximity to Canada to take ‘French
leave’ of his benefactor. Thereafter for several years all Beaumont's efforts to find him
proved vain. Meanwhile Beaumont had been transferred to Green Bay where late in
1827 he learned to the whereabouts of his vagrant laboratory. Two years more elapsed,
however, before St. Martin could be persuaded to come to him. Late in 1829 (Beaumont
was now stationed at Prairie du Chien) the long-interrupted investigations were resumed.
Only by paying St. Martin a far higher wage than he could possibly earn as a voyageur,
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could he be held to his distasteful occupation. In October, 1832, articles of agreement
were entered upon between the two for an employment unique in human history. In staid
legal verbiage they recited that ‘the said Alexis does for the term of one year covenant
to diligently faithfully and to the utmost of his skill power and knowledge perform such
service ... as the said William shall from time to time order ... and likewise be just and
true and faithful to the said William in all things and in all respects. Reduced to everyday
English, Alexis undertook to cat when and what William might direct, and to permit William
to observe the interior of his stomach at such times and by such methods as he should
deem desirable. The scientific zeal which spurred the surgeon to his task was a thing
incomprehensible to St. Martin. Under all the circumstances | find it difficult to blame

him for demanding a high wage for his peculiar service, or even for running away from it
altogether.”

The following extract was taken from “A Short History of the Wayne County Medical
Society,” an article by James E. Davis, M. D., published in Bulletin of the Wayne County
Medical Society, January 25, 1927:

“Dr. Joseph Lovell became the first Surgeon General of the United States. He had been
interested in some problems of the digestive tract and in 1824 a letter was sent to Dr.
William Beaumont, Army Surgeon, stationed at Fort Mackinac, asking whether the
stomach digested articles of food one at a time or one after another, disposing of beef first,
then potatoes, and next fish, cabbage, and finally pudding. Beaumont's answer was given
to the Medical Recorder [1825] for publication and was credited to Surgeon General Lovell
but the error in authorship was soon after corrected. The answer set forth the fundamental
principle of gastric digestion about as we know them today.

“The studies of Beaumont upon Alexis St. Martin's fistulous stomach were so accurate that
the reliability of his work withstands the tests of time.
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“The first organization to recognize Beaumont's researches was the Medical Society of the
Territory of Michigan, and March 3, 1825, on motion of Dr. Pitcher the epoch-making work
of Dr. Beaumont was recognized by unanimously electing him to honorary membership
179 in the Society. The record of this election of Detroit and the notification was made by
Dr. John S. Whiting, Secretary.”

The Laboratory Subject from Journalists’ Viewpoints

“Alexis St. Martin now [1879] lives at St. Thomas, Joliette County, Province of Quebec,
Canada, and is now seventy-nine years old. The opening in his stomach is nearly an

inch in diameter. For his age he is strong and perfectly well. Always a hard worker, his
digestion has never failed in spite of the hole in his stomach. He will be remembered as
the subject of Dr. Beaumont's experiments on gastric digestion.” (Detroit Lancet, Vol. 3, p.
77.)

“Alexis St. Martin is no more. Some are born great and some achieve greatness but few
ever had so much greatness thrust on them, as came to Alexis through his little fistula.
Gone to meet Billroth's stomachless victims where digestion is a lost art.” (Michigan
Medical News, Vol. 4, p. 183)

The Beaumont Lectures for 1930

Beaumont's laboratory subject has been succeeded by other living subjects who may
now be studied through the medium of the X-ray and the findings presented by means

of the cinema to those interested in the workings of the gastro-intestinal tract. The
announcement of the Beaumont Lectures for 1930, taken from the Bulletin of the Wayne
County Medical Association, under whose auspices the lectures are given, is of interest in
this respect:
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“These lectures are scheduled for Monday and Tuesday, January 27 and 28, 1930. They
will, as usual, consist of three lectures, one Monday evening and one Tuesday evening
with an intervening lecture of a popular nature on Tuesday morning.

“The committee surveyed the ground for a lecturer this year with much deliberation, and
considered several outstanding figures in the scientific world for the task and for the honor.

“After mature consideration of the whole field and upon the suggestion of Professor J. J.
R. MacLeod of the University of Aberdeen in Scotland, we selected Professor T. Wingate
Todd, head of the Anatomical Department of Western Reserve University, Cleveland.

“Professor Todd has agreed to accept the assignment, and will be with us on the dates
mentioned above. He is an old pupil of Elliott-Smith of London, England, and is said to
excel, if anything, his master in public speaking.

“According to Professor MacLeod of Insulin fame: He has been doing some extremely
interesting work on the living anatomy of the gastro-intestinal canal for which he has used
X-ray methods and cinema films. If you could get him to give a completed account of his
work in this direction it would be not only interesting to your Society, but of great value to
medical science in general, as Todd's various lectures and papers are at present rather
scattered.

“Discussing Professor MacLeod's suggestion with Professor Todd, the committee learned
that he was willing to follow suggestions contained in the above quotation, and in addition
was willing to give us some new work which has not yet reached the public eye.

“Judging from the story the committee has received of the work being done in Professor
Todd's laboratory in Western Reserve University, the Society is due to receive a treat of
transcendent importance and interest. Demonstrations of the actual workings of the human
stomach and intestines will be shown by means of the X-ray and the cinema. These will,
of course, be accompanied by lectures from the accomplished brain of the lecturer. The
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committee feels that the Society is to be congratulated on the opportunity it will have of
heating Professor Todd and seeing his demonstrations.—William M. Donald, Chairman.

Interesting matter, perhaps not included in the foregoing, which 180 pertains to this
outstanding character in Michigan medical history, may be found in the references listed.
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Chapter VIIPioneer Physicians—Types and Anecdotes

If whatsoever hath come unto usby report of what is past were true andknowne of any
body it would be less thannothing of thate which is unknowne. —Montaigne.

You cannot control man's appetiteor make him moral by statute law. —Dr. Isaac Lamborn.
183

CHAPTER VIIPioneer Physicians—Types and AnecdotesBy C. B. Burr, M.D., Flint,
Michigan

The erudite and accomplished Dr. James D. Bruce of the University of Michigan in “The
Responsibilities of the Practicing Physician in Medical Education,” Journal of Michigan
State Medical Society, June, 1928, pays deserved tribute to a second group which has
“not enjoyed the best of educational opportunities in the brief undergraduate period,”
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but nevertheless included “men of ability, fine strength of character and indomitable
perseverance,” who are “almost without exception the qualified leaders in our medical
fraternity.”

How admirably this applies to the pioneer physician, who had perforce to carry on alone
and who was wholly without post-graduate instruction, the theme of the essay, or perhaps
for that matter, of any other instruction or aid of a systematic character later available, and
still “made good.”

The committee appointed to compile this history has quite arbitrarily decided that those

in the practice of medicine in Michigan before the mid-nineteenth century period shall be
regarded as Pioneer Physicians. Cultural opportunities were directly available to students
of medicine in this state from the time the University of Michigan medical department
was established in 1851 and thereafter. Although there was much pioneering among
physicians and although it is a far cry from the teaching methods in vogue at that day to
those of the present, the medical trail was blazed and the profession was not recruited
solely from among those self-educated or educated in the older sections of the country.

In not a few of the fragmentary biographical sketches herein there are presented merely
unromantic data concerning many-sided characters. There were remarkable men in
medical practice in the early years of Michigan's history—necessarily so. The very fact
that they moved to a sparsely settled country—indeed, largely an unexplored wilderness
—and cast their lot for better for worse with the pioneers, indicates resourcefulness,
intrepidity, self-confidence, praiseworthy purpose and the spirit of high adventure. They
endured perils and hardships unflinchingly and their names are writ large in the progress,
well-being and prosperity of the communities to whose founding and establishment they
contributed so liberally. They were alert, vigorous, unsparing of self; they bear record of
accomplishment and their works live after them. The qualities of devotion and heroism
were notably present in 184 some of the earliest members of the profession in Michigan.
To mention but a few and with no disposition to depreciate others or make invidious
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distinctions—Iustrous in the annals of this Commonwealth were the lives of Douglass
Houghton, Zina Pitcher and William Beaumont. Significant and of outstanding importance
was the work of numerous other medical pioneers such as R. S. Rice, Charles Shepard,
Abram Sager, Moses Gunn, A. B. Palmer, S. H. Douglas, John H. Beech, Charles P.
Parkill, the missionary's friend Dr. Borup, George Whitefield fish, Samson Stoddard,
Nathan M. Thomas, John L. Whiting, the Upjohn brothers, Morse Stewart, Edward Cox,
William M. Campbell, and O. C. Comstock Jr.

The title “Pioneer Physicians, Types and Anecdotes” is perhaps sufficiently explicit, but

it may be expedient to note that by no means all of the names of distinguished pioneer
physicians are included in this chapter. Other it has been found convenient or desirable

to record under the chapter headings, “The Military Service of Michigan Physicians,”
“Extra-Professional Activities,” “Medical Education,” “Anecdotes an Brief Biographies,” and
elsewhere. Furthermore it is altogether probable that, despite painstaking search, many
useful and deserving have not been discovered.

Just a hint in passing. Readers to avoid surprise should not ponder this record to
attentively. This implies, of course, that there will be readers —a somewhat daring
assumption—and it is possible the advice may be regarded supererogatory, but in
compiling the committee has discovered so many names of “first physician” in given
localities that duty impels to caution. Justification for reliance upon “sources” of information
lies, however, in this—that though not every one could be earliest in point of time, it is
probable that each was “first in the heart of” his respective and respectful patients.

The doctor was regarded in the provincial neighborhood almost with reverence. His
opinion was sought on questions of household economy, of education, of politics. The
frequent mention of the pioneer physician in connection with schools can be, to a member
of the medical profession, no less than in the highest degree gratifying. They were
teachers, civic, leaders community benefactors. Assumption of universal popularity is,
however, obviously unwarranted, as the following letter indicates:
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Gov. Cass to Sheriff of Washtenaw Co.
Detroit, Jan'y 2, 1827.
Sir

The papers | have received from Washtenaw for and against the reappointment of Dr.
Pomeroy have rendered it impossible for me to decide what ought to be done. | have
therefore determined to request the people of the district to elect a person to that office.31

In comparison with other pioneer localities Michigan's citizenry was of exceptionally

high type, this notwithstanding the aspersions of the New York Commercial Advertiser
heretofore recorded. Harriet Martineau comments favorably upon it following her visit in
1835 and 1836. She developed a gratifying partisanship in the demand Michigan was then
making for sisterhood in the States and on the very last page of her “Society in American,”
185 exults in making the announcement that since publication of the preceding portions

of the work she has heard that Michigan is finally admitted into the Union, but upon what
terms she is uninformed.

Elsewhere throughout these pages are references time and again to activities of the
pioneers in medicine both professional and non-professional and formal sketches are
therefore often purposefully left skeletonesque.

One Dr. Hasler or Hestor had been ostensibly engaged on a surveying program, “but had
passed the winter of 1820” indolently at an Indian village near Pontiac and has set off

for Ohio in the spring accompanied by a party of Indians of both sexes.” Concerning him
General Cass writes to Hon. Edward Tiffin, May 5, 1821:

“Of the circumstances attending the disappearance of Mr. Hasler for so long a time |
know nothing. That the period which has elapsed since his arrival here, has passed away
without any profitable result, is certain, and this result is to me a clear indication, that the
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task, which he undertook is one which he could not perform. The respectability of the
persons who recommended him, takes from you all responsibilities upon the subject, and |
have no doubt but that the work will be now well and speedily executed.”31

The foregoing is presented for its biological implications. Was this movement of Hasler
a harking back to the primitive? As a study in philandering it possesses values also; but
the bi-sexual character of the group prevents its classification as of the hobo type. The
conjecture is advanced that Hasler or Hestor sought the open spaces for room in which
to amplify a surveying program and incidentally to expound to the heathen a spiritual
message.

Doctor Borup: The following extract, for which the committee is indebted to Dr. A. W.
Hornbogen, is from the Memoirs of D. M. Chandler, a missionary to the Marquette region

“Sabbath, March 8, 1835.

“In several instances Mr. Chandler mentions in sentiments of respect and esteem, a
medical gentleman living near him, in the employ of the Fur Company, originally from
Denmark. And from the opportunities he enjoyed with him, he recognized in his friend,
as he thought, the spirit of true religion. He often extended the tokens of friendship to
our young missionary; and to find one who could speak the same language with himself,
and who cherished a common sympathy for him and his work, was a source of great
consolation, in his retirement from the privileges of civilization.”

Under date of March 24, Mr. Chandler makes mention of his medical friend in the following
manner:

“Doct. Borup called on me a few moments this morning, and he told me he left his parents
and native country, Denmark, and started for the West Indies, just eight years ago from
this present day. The climate in the West Indies being too warm to permit him to live
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there, he said, he sailed to this country, and after staying two years in the United States,
was employed by the American fur Company and sent into this country, where he has
remained ever since. This day is to him a day of reflection and he seems astonished to
think how strangely he has wandered from far distant land of his fathers and friends.”

“Rising early and retiring late, the pioneer doctor rode from one log cabin to another, now
following a scarcely perceptible roadway—now struggling 186 through a marshy interval ...
anon urging his tired steed into a bridgeless stream. ... Practicing medicine was no holiday
work.”14

Dr. Schuyler C. Graves writes of the experiences of pioneer physicians:

“The trials, discouragements, difficulties and dangers which those old medical heroes
were compelled to undergo can scarcely be comprehended in these days of advanced
civilization. The inhabitants of the village being too few to furnish sufficient support, the
surrounding country, for miles in every direction, must be traversed by the over-worked,
under-fed doctor. Nor were the dangers incident to long country trips insignificant; for with
angry rivers to ford and primeval forests to traverse where, oftentimes, the only indication
of a pathway through the woods would be the blazing of trees, in addition to which the
liability of losing one's way, and the possibility of a personal contact with wild beasts, ever
forced itself upon the mind, the doctor had anything but an easy life. The pecuniary return,
also, for such labor was meager and uncertain; many of the accounts in those days being
paid in shingles and orders on Amos Roberts and Jefferson Morrison. Thus it will be seen
that although the life of the practitioner of the present day may be considered, by many,
laborious, yet in comparison with that of the pioneer physician it is light indeed.”17

Dr. John L. Whiting was possessed of great physical vitality and mental vigor and lived
to an advanced age. He was born November 28, 1793, at Canaan, New York, and died
in Detroit, in 1880. He studied medicine with Dr. Samuel White at Hudson, New York,

and after three years spent in his office he made his way to Detroit, starting in 1816. Of
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this vicissitudinous journey, of his activities in connection with the cholera epidemics, his
pioneer experiences in medicine, his relations with his fellow practitioners and with a large
clientele, accounts are elsewhere given.

His was a rugged character and his energy was tremendous. “He had a very retentive
memory and was fond of recalling the early events of his Detroit residence. He had
frequently published articles regarding that period which were full of interesting information
and will be of future value to the local historian.”31

He attempted to cease practice, to go into the commission business after fifteen years of
medical work but “was compelled to return to it in July [1832] and work harder at it than |
ever had in my life.”31

His judgments were keen and kindly. He had a large acquaintance, was interested in
politics, but held but one political office, that of city clerk in 1830 and 1832.

He was the first librarian (1828) and one of the incorporators of the Michigan Historical
Society.31

He conducted at one time a land and tax agency, was an original member of the Detroit
Board of Underwriters.

He was married three times. There were two surviving children from the first marriage. He
was a member of the Presbyterian church.

An account of his life contained in the Burton Historical Collection 187 states that he
arrived in Detroit, February 26, 1817, after perilous journey “on horseback, by cutter and
by ice” of which there is detail elsewhere; that he was graduated at New Haven Medical
College and after saying farewell to an apprehensive family turned his face westward. It
was “the sorrowful premonition among relatives” that they would “never see him again
on earth,” but the young Doctor, “saw no chance for fame and fortune in the older states
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where the close of the War of 1812-1815 had let loose thousands of men for whom there
was little or no employment.”

In the winter of 1823-1824 Dr. Whiting was sent up to relieve Dr. Pitcher in an epidemic
of malignant fever, and with Dr. Rice in Detroit cared for cholera cases in 1832 and 1834.
(See Chapter on Prevailing Diseases and Epidemics.)

He was commissioned in 1818, Surgeon for the First Michigan Militia Regiment, and was
with the troops headed toward Illinois for the Black Hawk War in 1832.

He was a leader in medical organization, in educational matters, and in civic activities, a
record of which is contained elsewhere. He was married at Hudson, New York, to Harriet
C. Tallman, daughter of John C. Tallman, Mayor of Hudson. He was an old time Whig and
with that party helped to organize the Republican Party.

In 1817 he was appointed Registrar of the University.31

The following extract is from a tribute paid him by one he had succored in cholera during a
later invasion of this disease.

“In the summer of 1853 Dr. Whiting, Walter Chester and many others including the
undersigned [E.N. Wilcox] made a trip to the upper lakes... Death's Lieutenant General
Cholera was there. ... The Doctor and Mr. Chester stood firm and finally rallied a few

out of their fright. Your chronicler was soon after much against his belief ‘taken with the
symptoms.’ The grim monster looked in on him, mewed in his little hotel bedroom [at Sault
Ste. Marie] but found a persistent dishcliever in his malady, with two of the most resolute
heroic friends that ever stood ward by camp or beside. You can imagine the anxiety of all
to get away by first boat or more properly tub as the old rotten Manhattan was called. The
hour for starting came. My door was locked; | was in prison. Fellow passengers all going
and | left to die among strangers? No, But a moment's suspense, a moment's frenzy. The
door opened and Fidus Achates and his brother stood before me. Short and few were the
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words they said. “You think you are not sick!” “You are.’ “You think you are going this trip
on the boat!” *You are not.’ “You think you are to be left alone here! ‘You are not.” ‘We are
going to stay with you until you get well.” And with these crisp encouragements dear Dr.
Whiting and Walter Chester each took one of my fevered hands in his own and whispered
me to sleep.”

And in the “procession” from the hotel when the day of release came —the helpless
convalescent carried in arms—there was found “the bluff, rugged, tender hearted Doctor at
every step, trying to patch up the breaks in his lachrymal levees by the frequent application
of thumb and finger but too recently dipped in ‘Lorillards best Maccaboy.””31

Dr. Douglass Houghton was born in Troy, New York, September 21, 1809; was educated
at the Academy in Fredonia and at Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute, Troy, graduating
from the latter school in 1829. The same year he became assistant to the professor of
chemistry and was by him (Professor Eaton) nominated as a person equipped to deliver
a course of public lectures in chemistry and geology and came to Detroit “before he was
188 20,” a total stranger, he brought with him a letter of introduction and “just ten cents in
money.”31 (Prof. Bradish.)

Friend Palmer writes 3that “in the large room of the Council House” he was first introduced
to the public through his chemical lectures which were “largely attended, very interesting
and illustrated, by brilliant experiments.”

He was licensed in 1831. As physician in 1831-1832 to H.R. Schoolcraft's expedition to
the headwaters of the Mississippi and the copper region of Lake Superior he “gathered
materials for two reports to the Secretary of War. One gave a list of species and localities
of plants collected; the other discussed the existence of copper deposits in the geological
basin of Lake Superior.”15
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“From 1832 to 1836 he practiced as a physician and surgeon in Detroit. He was also a
skillful dentist. He gained an extensive practice but never relaxed his studies in science.

“In 1837 he was appointed by Governor Stevens T. Mason, State Geologist. He became
responsible for the first geologic survey. It is an interesting fact as well as an evidence of
Houghton's genius, says Rolland C. Allen,21that as early as 1838 the survey had been
organized on the plan that in the main essential is followed to this day in Michigan, and
which is approved by years of experience in other states. The plan provided for geological,
topographical, zoological and botanical departments, each headed by a competent
specialist but all under the head of the State Geologist. The state was very sparing in its
allotment of money for the big work. A large part of the field work has finished by 1842.
The incompleteness of the United States linear surveys delayed the Michigan surveys
very much. As the act of 1837 making provision for the state survey expired in 1842
leaving still a large territory in the Upper Peninsula unexplored Dr. Houghton set about
effecting a plan, which he had previously conceived, of connecting the linear surveys
with the minute geological and mineralogical surveys of the country. The plan, approved
by the Association of American Geologists and Naturalists, was laid before Congress in
the winter of 1844 and its feasibility comprehended at once. Dr. Houghton removed all
obstacles by offering to take the contract of running 4,000 miles of line at a price but little,
if any, exceeding that which would have been paid for a single survey.”

Dr. Houghton was drowned in Lake Superior near Eagle River, October 13, 1845. The
tragic story of his death was told by a friend named Peter McFarland. It is printed in
Saunders’ “Cyclopedia of American Medical Biography.”

Houghton “left Eagle Harbor, Lake Superior, in an open sail boat, for a camp about ten
miles distant that contained a geological surveying party to which he desired to give
instructions ere leaving for the winter. His work kept him in the camp till after dark, when a
storm threatened that proved to be snow, accompanied by a very high wind. There were
189 four powers, the doctor holding the rudder, his faithful dog, Meemee, a black and
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white spaniel, being at his feet. The violence of the storm increased and the waves rolled
higher and higher; on rounding a point they could see the light at the harbor, ‘Pull away,
my boys, we shall soon be there; pull steady and hard.” But an enormous wave capsized
the boat and all went under. The doctor was raised from the water by his trusty friend,
Peter McFarland. ‘Cling to the keel, doctor,” he cried. ‘Never mind me,” said Houghton,
‘go ashore if you can; be sure I'll get ashore all right without aid.” Very soon the boat

was righted and all clambered on board, but another large wave capsized it again. They
were now but two hundred yards from shore, but all were about exhausted from cold and
fatigue. Two of the five men managed to reach shore, but three, including Dr. Houghton,
sank and did not rise.”

“The published results of Houghton's survey are shown in seven annual reports to

the Legislature and a number a short communications relative to salt springs and

specific conditions. Through negligence the vast collection of notes, sketches, maps and
manuscripts representing eight years of unremitting toil by Dr. Houghton and assistants
was lost. Just how much he had accomplished will never be known, but fragmental reports
preserved in the documents of the State Senate and House show that he attained a fairly
clear understanding of the succession and structure of the paleozoic (secondary) rocks;
had blocked out the Michigan Coal basis; understood in a measure the later history of the
Great Lakes and had traced the position of some of their former shore lines; had called
attention to the importance of deposits of gypsum, coal, peat, marl, clay, limestone, iron,
ore and copper; had discovered gold and above all had attained an understanding of

the copper-bearing rocks of Keweenaw Point, which was far in advance of his time. The
influence of his report on the copper bearing rocks was a main factor not only in attracting
capital to the Copper Country but in hastening the construction of the first canal and

locks around the falls of the St. Mary's River. Realizing the burdens of the people of the
struggling commonwealth, Dr. Houghton addressed himself to an appraisal of the material
resources of this State rather than to the pursuit of science for the sake of science alone.
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“He died at the age of 36 on the field of fame. The memory of Dr. Houghton is preserved
in the name of Michigan's largest inland Lake, one of the wealthiest counties, one of its
most important towns, one of its most beautiful waterfalls, and one of its most imposing
mountains. A monument in EImwood Cemetery, Detroit, and a cenotaph on the campus of
the University were erected to his memory. A full length portrait was placed in the Hall of
Representatives and a memorial window in St. Paul's Church in Marquette.”10

Elsewhere in this history will appear a record of his devotion to the sick in the cholera
scourge, and other professional and civic activities. It is given to few men to accomplish
so much of extraordinary importance in 190 so short a lifetime. His record is indeed
marvellous and looms large in the annals of discovery and of science.

His “social qualities were singularly happy.” His mind was “acute, disciplined and ready,
not classical perhaps, not polished, but open, frank and truthful. Its culture had been
scientific rather than classic or literary.”31 (Bradish.)

There is an interesting account of a Michigan Geological Expedition in 1837 by Bela
Hubbard, Esq., of Detroit, in “Michigan Pioneer Collections,” Volume Ill, Page 189, in
which it is related that the party “consisted of four individuals, Dr. Houghton, the State
Geologist, and three assistants, Mr. C. C. Douglass, the writer and a dog.

Dr. Houghton's characteristics are vividly described in the above

Monument to Dr. Douglass Houghton at Eagle River, L. S., Near theScene of His Tragic
Death

article. “His diminutive stature, his keen blue eye, his quick active motions, the strong
sense and energy, of his words when dealing with matters of science and his indomitable
perseverance in carrying out his designs,” also “his love of fun and his hilarious manner
of telling a comic story.” Under “light but massive eyebrows” were blue eyes “bright and at
times merry.”
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The one who has copied the foregoing for this medical history, has seen in print and

now appreciatively records evidence that Dr. Houghton was also undoubtedly a human
being, having capacity for sympathy and conduct-extenuation occasionally lacking

among the wise ones of the earth. He was first president of the society and chairman of

a committee to revise the constitution and form a code of by-laws for the Detroit Young
Men's Temperance Society (1835). Various resolutions and addresses thereunto 191
pertaining may be found in “Michigan Pioneer Collections,” Volume XIlI, Pages 457 to 459,
but a proportion of its proceedings, of no little human interest, is the Report of a Committee
appointed by the Detroit Temperance Society to investigate certain charges made by Mr.
Charles Cleland against Mr. George Hand a member.

Dr. Houghton testified “that he was present and while there remained near Mr. Hand, that
Mr. Hand was under his medical care at the time and went to the place under his injunction
not to eat or drink freely, and that he is positive, as well from his observation at the time as
from his knowledge of the state of his health and the effect which a free use of wine would
have upon him, that Mr. Hand was not only sober but very abstemious.” Dr. Houghton also
stated that Mr. Hand did at one time counterfeit the appearance of intoxication, “which fact
your committee think may account for the difference of opinion in the witnesses.”31

The foregoing is strikingly reminiscent of the celebrated Smedley Butler vs. Williams Court
Martial proceeding in San Diego, in 1925, where the loyalty and friendship of his fellow
medical officers to the defendant are charmingly revealed by their testimony.

The proposed nomination of Dr. Houghton for Governor brought forth the following letter:
Detroit, April 8, 1845.
Dear Sir:

| feel much obliged for your kind letter which would have been answered long ago had |
not hoped to have visited you before my departure for the woods, but as it now is | despair
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of traveling westward until | shall return from my surveys. | am now nearly prepared for my
departure, and shall be engaged in most laborious duties, separated from all civilization for
several months. The task before me would be more than | could be induced to attempt for
mere pecuniary consideration, which in fact has nothing to do with the matter, for | take the
field which higher motives and motives which | feel assured you can fully appreciate. The
surveys under my charge have been conducted under circumstances deeply embarrassing
to me, but | hope in the end to complete them in a manner that will be satisfactory to

the people of our State as well as to myself. Your allusion to myself in reference to an
important State office and your kind feelings, you may rest assured | fully appreciate. How
my name came to be used in connection with this office is beyond my knowledge, for

most certainly it is an office which | have never sought, and not until very recently have |
supposed that our party desired anything of the kind, but | am not satisfied that in many

of the counties of our state such disposition has been made manifest. All that | can say in
relation to it is that | do wish anything of the kind unless it be with the hearty concurrence
of our party, and by this feeling fairly and honestly expressed. Let us harmonize and
conciliate so that we shall be certain of success in our Fall campaign, but let us do nothing
which would serve in the least to distract the party.

Should the party see fit to nominate me to that office | trust it will be done in no other way
than with the entire concurrence of the party and in such a way as to unite the whole party.
| do not look for anything of the kind, nor should | be disappointed if it should not be done,
and | can only say to my old friends, among whom you are numbered, that during my
absence | leave myself in your hands to do as you like, feeling assured that you will do
nothing which will be not for the interests of our party or for the interests of the whole state.

My surveys during the coming summer will be in the country, south of Lake Superior, and
| hope to be able to leave for that country as soon as the 192 first of May. Shall be much
gratified to hear from you whenever you may find it convenient to write.

Yours truly,D. Houghton. O. Marsh, Esq.Battle Creek, Mich.”
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Dr. Randall S. Rice was born in 1793; came to Michigan in 1817, resided in Monroe for
five years, after which time in Mt. Clemens until 1827.

Dr. Rice was highly regarded by Dr. Whiting. He was extremely useful in the cholera
epidemics of 1832 and 1834 (q. v.), He was evidently partial to phlebotomy. Once when
bleeding a patient he asked him to say “when the pain in his head stopped, but Holmes
soon got past the place where he could say anything and Dr. Rice had to stop the flow
according to his own judgment. Holmes was Dr. Chapin's patient, but that Doctor was out
of the city and young Owen, Dr. Chapin's clerk, had advised him to take a blue pill every
night and he would soon be all right. Holmes now claimed that the experience had cured
him of both blue pills and bleeding.”2

“Dr. R. S. Rice was the first physician who practiced the healing art here [Mt. Clemens] for
any length of time. He began in 1823. Drs. Thompson and Chamberlin had preceded him
here but neither remained more than a year. Before he came the sick were often obliged to
send to Detroit for a physician. He spend about four years here and then moved to Detroit.
He left in 1872.732 (See also narrative of Dr. Whiting.)

He died at the age of 67, leaving a daughter, Mrs. Henry J. Kebbee, and a son. His wife
died in 1851.

From the Detroit Gazette, June 13, 1826:
QUARTER OF A CENT REWARD

Ran away from the subscriber on the fourth inst, a boy named Edward Hickman, aged
about 17 years—had on when he went away a straw bat, blue broad cloath [sic] coat,
woolen vest and Russia Duck pantaloons. All persons are hereby forbid harboring or
trusting him on my account. R. S. Rice, Mount Clemens, June 7, 1826.
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In the same paper there is notice of a writ of attachment sued out of the County Court,
Macomb County, signed R. S. Rice, Clerk.2

Dr. Rice was Secretary of the Medical Society of the Territory of Michigan, which for
many years licensed practitioners of Medicine and authorized the organization of Medical
Societies.

Dr. Ebenezer Hurd, in the thirties, owned and lived in an old fashioned brick dwelling
on the corner of Woodward and Congress in Detroit. He “was an eminent physician and
surgeon, particularly the latter. It is said that he was the most skillful surgeon in all the
northwest when he was in his prime.”2

It was he who amputated an arm for Captain James Armstrong injured in the Patriot War.
(See biography of Dr. Theller.)

Friend Palmer relates that he amputated Levi Bishop's arm, shattered through the
premature discharge of a cannon in a Fourth of July salute, 193 but another chronicler
alleges that this operation was made by Dr. Zina Pitcher.

Dr. Hurd was a partner of Judge Witherell, whose daughter, Elizabeth Matilda, he married.
He brought her with their one child from Vermont to Detroit, in 1819. He bought property
on the northwest corner of Woodward and Congress Street for three hundred dollars and
built a house, on which in the following year there was a mechanic's lien.

Dr. Hurd was fined twenty dollars and costs in the Circuit Court of Wayne County in

1833 for assault on a constable. He attempted unsuccessfully to replace Dr. Whiting as
militia surgeon (See narrative of Dr. Whiting) and seemed to have been in need of money
although a skillful surgeon and having a large practice “in the rural districts” (whatever
these might be). He was expelled from the Medical Society in 1839.
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Dr. Hurd's wife died in 1855, leaving the management of her property to Dr. Clark in the
interests of the children. Judge Witherell lived and died on the site of the Detroit Opera
House.

Dr. Hurd died in 1864 at the residence of his son-in-law in Chicago.2

Dr. Ebenezer Hurd “rode a big bay trotting horse on his rounds, his medicine and
instruments in ample saddle-bags. This was before his accident on the road from Grosse
Pointe when he fell and sustained a hip injury. After this injury he used a gig and his
daughters were helpful in gathering up his instruments, splints, and bandages and
whatever he would need.”2

Dr. Hosea P. Cobb, Detroit (1830-1840), was quite successful in his profession, but
unsuccessful in a venture in the drug business. His son, Lucretius Cobb, studied with his
father, graduated in Cleveland, was successful but not in love with his profession to any
great extent, and engaged in real estate and building operations. He associated himself
with others in iron mining which was at first succesful, but disaster overtook him in the
giving out of a mine. He was lavish in hospitality when prosperous and once entertained
the entire Michigan Legislature. He was a member of the Fire Department and ran with
Engine No. 2 Company. One of the units of this Department displayed the impressive
motto— When danger calls we promptly flyAnd bravely do, or bravely die.”

“In the giddy whirl that dominated society here [Detroit] in the early days from 1838

to about 1855 (and it seems to me has never been repeated), Dr. Cobb was ever a
prominent figure and always on hand, never needing a second call. Soon after admitted to
practice he traveled in Europe with an invalid friend and was enthusiastic in appreciation—
particularly of Rome.”8
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According to the Burton Manuscripts he seemed to have lost out in competition with Dr.
James C. White in 1837 for the poorhouse and jail position, although his proposal was $30
less than Dr. White's. Dr. George B. Russell's proposal for the same service was for $400.

194

On his death, April 19, 1866, at the age of 69 years, it was written “that while at the
advanced age to which he had attained, it was not reasonably to be expected that such an
event could be much longer delayed, yet in consideration of his services to mankind and
the value of an experience covering nearly half a century of observation of disease, his
death is a public calamity as well as an individual loss to us, his old associates.”7 (Report
of a Committee consisting of Drs. Stewart, Pitcher and Brodie—Detroit.)

Dr. James C. White “was an Irish politician, assisted in getting the Irish Catholic Church
established on the N. W. Corner of Cadillac Square and Bates Sts.”

He was in straitened circumstances and in September of 1837 offered to his creditor,
General Williams, a twisted new English gun, “which you are welcome to at your own
price,” to satisfy a debt. He could dispose of no other article “but my wife's cow which
cannot be parted with.”

In answer to an advertisement in November of that year he applied for the position of
physician and surgeon to the county poorhouse and city prison. His qualifications he
enumerates:

1st. Speaking the French language.

2nd. Speaking the German language and many of that nation being inmates of the
hospital, say 30 to 40 per annum, this can safely say from twenty-seven months
attendance on the hospital.

3rd. Inferior to none in my medical ability.
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| will if honored with the office attend once or more daily to the Jail and Poorhouse and
give, if required, sufficient security to fulfill the duties of the same in the sum of $2,000.

For the sum of $3,000 providing medicines at the same time, per annum.
James C. White, M.D. 2

It is a source of relief to know that he was appointed and “performed the duties
satisfactorily for the past month.”

Writes Charles W. Whipple, A.D.C., on “Order of Major General Williams” from Bronson
Prairie, May 39, 1832, concerning the impending Black Hawk War, “A Dr. Weeks who
just returned from near the scene of the recent murders which have been committed

on Hickory Creek, South West of Chicago, reports to that effect; he is unquestionably
intelligent and respectable... Dr. Weeks says that the force of the Indians consisting of
Sacs is stated to be seven hundred men.”31

Credentials and commendation as to intelligence and respectability from such a source
are not to be slightly regarded and the extract is introduced here for the edification and
heartening of Dr. Weeks’ descendants (should there be any), and the uplift to all and
sundry of his successors, many of whom have been falsely charged with lacking in these
characteristics. General Williams was suffering from a “severe cold” at the time. Did the
Doctor successfully prescribe?

William Ward, though he declared “of news I've none” writes to Lucius Lyon in the eighteen
twenties, “Dr. Barker has gone to St. Joseph 195 —one Doct Hays is not in great favor

& one Doct Hendrie's nose is vanishing and one Miss Brown is about to vanish into
Virginia.”2
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Readers of this history are each entitled to a guess as to what this means, bearing in
mind the asseveration elsewhere made that scandal has rarely smirched members of the
profession, and that the “primrose path of dalliance” is distant from their itinerary.

“Adjoining the building was the two story office and residence of Dr. Hendry. It was quite
pretentious, had dormer windows and a square roof. The doctor was a Virginian and quite
up in his profession, | have heard say.”8

Dr. Thomas Brown Clark came to Detroit in 1826 and engaged in practice and in the drug
business. He practiced medicine in Detroit forty-five years; died in 1871. He was genial
and sympathetic and “Uncle Tom” to the young people.”2

An idea took possession of one John Hunt, “most inopportunely just before court opened,
that he was a man of straw legs.” His family was much distressed. He lay perfectly
helpless in bed until Dr. Delevan came declaring he could cure him. “And so the good Dr.
came into the room and asked to feel his pulse. Following this up with a whip that came
down of John Hunt's flesh until ... he ran down the river road in his shirt and his straw legs
seemed to do him good service.”32 (Sylvester Larned.)

Aunt Diana Smith, who died in Homer in 1896 at the age of 117 years, “was without doubt
the oldest person in the United States.” She was born in Connecticut, a slave, and owned
by the father of Dr. Luther Hart. The latter, who settled “in Marshall in 1830, was the first
physician to practice medicine in the [Calhoun] County.” Aunt Diana cared for the children
of three generations in the Hart family. She remembered waiting on General George
Washington at her master's former home in Connecticut.31

Dr. William M. Campbell died of Pneumonia at his residence in Battle Creek on the
fifteenth of March, 1870, aged 66 years, 6 months.
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He was born in Chittenango, Madison County, New York, in 1809, began the study of
medicine in 1832, was graduated from Fairfield College of Physicians and Surgeons, New
York, in January 1836.

He came from Ohio in 1837 to Battle Creek which at that time was a hamlet of about

one hundred inhabitants. “During the sickly season of 1838, when one or more of every
family was prostrated by malarial fevers, he was the only practicing physician between
Marshall and Galesburgh, riding night and day his Indian pony through the forests, guided
by marked trees for many miles in every directions, visiting the log cabins of the pioneers
and administering to the sick. The ‘Little Doctor’ soon acquired the reputation of an active,
energetic and skillful practitioner.” He “entered into 196 partnership with Dr. Cox in 1839
and continued associated with him for nearly twenty years, and, with the exception of

one year spent in the Military Hospital at Washington during the late war, he continued
the practice of his profession in this city [Battle Creek] until the week before his death...
He was the first physician that permanently located in Battle Creek, and at the time of

his death had practiced in this [Calhoun] County longer than any physician with one
exception.” (See “Extra-Professional Activities”—Scientific, also Antislavery.)

Dr. Zina Pitcher was born in a rural section of Washington County, New York, April 12,
1797. His early training was in the “school of adversity,” the district school, and the county
academy. At the age of twenty-one he began the study of medicine; was graduated in
1822 from Middlebury Vermont College, and during the course engaged a fellow student
to tutor him in the classics. Soon after graduation he was appointed Assistant Surgeon

in the Army, “feeling all the embarrassment incident to the assumption of such grave
responsibility as his commission devolved upon him without having received one lesson
in clinical instruction.” He retained his position in the Army until the close of the year
1836, “having been promoted to the rank of Surgeon under the administration of Andrew
Jackson while his cherished friend, General Cass, was Secretary of War.” During his army
service he was stationed at different points on the northern lakes, on the tributaries of the
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Arkansaw among the Creeks, Cherokees, Choctaws and Osages, and at Fortress Monroe
in Virginia.31

During his army service he was at one time at the “little frontier post [Detroit], which had
a society somewhat remarkable for its refinement and for its entire freedom from stiffness
and ostentation.”31 (Judge Campbell.)

His leisure hours, when at the outposts of civilization, were devoted to the study of natural
science, to observations on the habits of the Indian race, to inquiries into the nature of
their diseases and the means adopted by them for their recovery from sickness. Some of
the fruits of his diligence in these pursuits may be seen in the books on American botany
in the plants dedicated to him, on the fossils on which his name is inscribed, in his letter
to Dr. Morton on the existence of consumption among the aborigines, and in an article
written by him on the subject of practical therapeutics among the Indians which is printed
in Schoolcraft's “Indian Antiquities.” (See section on Therapy, Chapter II.)

In 1835 he was detailed to act as member of the Army Medical Board, and in 1839 was
invited to serve as member of the Board of Visitors at West Point.

On becoming a citizen of Michigan in 1836 he immediately took part in the political and the
educational, as well as medical, interest of the city of Detroit and the State at large. (See
“Extra-Professional Activities” and “Prevailing Diseases.”)

From 1848 to 1867 he was physician at St. Mary's Hospital and, for a time, surgeon of
the Marine Hospital, Detroit. He was an active and useful 197 member of the American
Medical and other associations and made various addresses to the county, state and
national medical societies.

He was honorary member of the New York and Rhode Island Medical Society,
corresponding member of the Philadelphia Academy of Natural Sciences, of the New York
Lyceum of Natural History and of the New York and Minnesota Historical Societies.
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In 1853, with Dr. E. Andrews, he established the Peninsular Journal of Medicine, of which
he was one of the editors for years. He was a member of the first Board of Regents of the
University of Michigan.31

He was garrison surgeon at Saginaw in 1823 and 1824 and when relieved by Dr. Whiting
was suffering from a malignant fever of such severity that he was being carried about in a
chair to attend soldiers who were ill.

He was married to Mis Ann Sheldon in Detroit and took his bride to the sault Ste. Marie
post; from there he went south on military service.

His attendance at St. Paul's was as regular as the service itself unless prevented by
professional duties or personal indisposition, but was not until the last months of his illness
that his convictions induced him to request the ceremony of baptism.2

His Detroit residence was on the northwest corner of Congress and Wayne Streets.8

He was a Whig and in 1843 was nominated by his party for Governor. The interest of the
Doctor in the Irish Repeal Association was subjected to criticism by the Free Press, “but
the Doctor was in good company in his sympathy with the cause of Daniel O'Connell so far
as the Detroit meetings would indicate.”2

He amputated the hand of Levi Bishop which was mangled in a Fourth of July celebration
in 1839. Bishop was a shoemaker. After the loss of the arm he was advised by Dr. Pitcher
to study law, which he did, and became successful in this profession and as an author.2

Hon. Peter White, when a boy and penniless on his way from the copper country, fell into
the boat's hold and sustained a fractured arm. Amputation was deemed necessary when
he reached Detroit and the surgeon was ready with his instruments. Dr. Pitcher entered
the room and advised delay. The case was turned over to him and “ though Peter carried
his arm in splints for four months it was saved.”2

Medical history of Michigan http://www.loc.gov/resource/lhbum.1995a



Library of Congress

Dr. Pitcher died in 1872. At his bedside were medical attendants, old and cherished
friends, and his illness with his extreme bodily suffering was largely a matter of conjecture
to them all as to its exact nature and cause. With this in mind and being satisfied that an
investigation might help them in the treatment of future cases, he requested them to make
a postmortem examination.

Mr. Peter White's contribution to a monument over the Doctor's grave coming too late
to be used for the purpose, he gave direction for “the planting 198 of flowers each
succeeding year on the grave of the good Doctor who had rescued him from life-long
disability ad a cripple.”2

Mr. Sheldon A. Wood of Detroit writes: “You will find also inclosed some notes as to Dr.
Pitcher's practice, from recollections of my father's acquaintance with the Doctor. My
father, a lawyer, was a close personal friend of Dr. Pitcher, and had great respect for him.”
The notes are as follows:

“Dr. Pitcher was ahead of his times in many ways. He strenuously opposed a popular
practice of his day-bleeding [phlebotomy-venesection]|—and denied any virtue in the
practice.

“Another popular resort of the medical fraternity was salivation. This was produced by
administering large doses of calomel, followed by draughts of lemon juice. He was very
angry when he learned that a sister of my mother, who was away visiting, had been
subjected to this treatment by a local physician.

“Although antisepsis and the activity of the microbe were then unknown, he showed

in his practice that he had anticipated the discovery, for he insisted upon scrupulous
personal cleanliness. Although beards were then in fashion he was always clean-shaven.
My mother says he washed his hands many times each day. He believed in the efficacy
of chloride of sodium, common salt, as a cleaner. Recommended its use in catarrhal
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affections and in bathing. He told my father, who was lawyer and personal friend, that h
believed personal cleanliness was a preventive of disease and that ‘salt was a common,
but efficient cleanser and should be used with plenty of soap, in bathing.’

“His military service, in the forties, while in Mexico and New Orleans, brought him in
contact with yellow fever. In suspecting that the mosquito had some connection with
yellow fever, he was some sixty years in advance of modern practice. A book he gave my
father “Three Years in North America,” written by James Stuart, an Englishman, recounts
experience with this scourge in New Orleans in 1830. The book was published in 1833. On
the flyleaf is written ‘Z.Pitcher.” On Page 126, Volume Il,1 find underscored in pencil this
statement, ‘The mosquito is universal among all classes of people here; indeed the loss of
rest from the sting of the mosquito has frequently been known to bring on fever.”

The Medical History Committee is deeply appreciative of a communication from Mr.
George B. Catlin, Historical editor of the Detroit News,from which the following extracts are
made:

Dr. Pitcher was “always an ardent advocate of free schools and higher education. Up to
his time public schools depended upon the meager returns from the sale of school lands
for their support. When the money gave out the schools were closed. Dr. Pitcher shamed
the citizens into taxing themselves for the support of primary schools and so he has been
termed the ‘father of free education in Detroit at public expense.’” The Pitcher school 199
was named in his honor, also Pitcher street which was recently attached to Stimson and
the name of Pitcher dropped.”

“In 1842 ex-president Martin Van Burean visited Detroit and was entertained in Dr.
Pitcher's home, Congress and Wayne, n.w. Headed a petition for the creation of the office
of city historiographer in 1842, and the office was established. Editor of Peninsular Journal
of Medicine in 1855. Librarian of the Detroit Savings Fund- which developed into the
Detroit Savings Bank,—in 1849.”
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“Always a student of natural science and of the lore of the Indian Tribes. As a result of his
contributions to American botany several plants have the specific name ‘Pitcheri.” Also a
number of fossils.”

“One of his notable contributions was a paper on the ‘Condition and Prospects of the
Indian Tribes.” An intimate friend of President Jackson, John C. Calhoun and Lewis Cass.”

“In 1839 served as one of the board of visitors of West Point Military Academy. Framed
legislative act for the establishment of public schools at public expense in Detroit.”

“In 1859 appointed by President Buchanan as Examiner of the government mint. Whig
nominee of the Holy Clay party for governor of Michigan in 1844.”

“Made many public addresses and was honorary member of several state medical
societies, as New York, Rhode Island, also New York, Minnesota, Historical Societies,
Philadelphia Academy of Natural Science, natural history societies of several states and
trustee of the Michigan State Insane Asylum.”

“An able, friendly and charitable physician and universally loved and respected. Died, April
5, 1872. Associated with Dr. David O. Farrand, firm of Pitcher and Farrand, office at 58
Congress west.”

Dr. Nathan M. Thomas, who came to Kalamazoo County in 1830, was the first physician
there and settled in Prairie Ronde. He was a birthright member of the Society of Friends,
“an early and earnest advocate of the abolition of slavery,” was the friend and helper

of the fugitive slave and his home was a station on the underground railway. He left an
exceedingly interesting autobiography.

His grandfather was in the British service under Braddock. His father was drafted in the
War of 1812, but was not called; would have refused to serve had he been summoned *“
no matter what the penalty.” Fines had indeed been imposed upon his father from time
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to time and his property taken to “satisfy the law.” The grandfather had considerable
possessions in North Carolina, whither he emigrated from Delaware, but “situated in a
slave country” the amount, comments Dr. Thomas, “realized from it was comparatively
insignificant.” Through marriage the family was related to that of Edwin M. Stanton, the son
of a physician, Secretary of War in the Cabinet of Lincoln.

200

Dr. Thomas was born January 3, 1803, in Jefferson County, Ohio, whither the family had
journeyed in the preceding year by vessel to Baltimore, from thence by six-horse team.
The family lived in a log cabin erected upon government land. His schooling was received
in the county of his birth and he taught for a time in Zanesfield. In 1825 he began the study
of medicine with Dr. Parker of Mt. Pleasant, and in 1828 was graduated from the Medical
College of Ohio, Cincinnati.

Neither the village of Schoolcraft nor Kalamazoo was in existence when after
vicissitudinous travel he arrived in Prairie Ronde. He practiced alone until assistance came
from his brother, Jesse. “Our practice” must have been for the times quite remunerative,
amounting in 1838 to “four thousand dollars.”

Dr. Thomas was thrifty—made wise investments in land in Michigan and in soldiers’ land
warrants, and through foresight was enabled to escape loss from the “wildcat money” of
1837-1838.

He relinquished practice in 1854, died at Schoolcraft, April 7, 1877. Of him his wife has
written, “The attending physician in our family, Dr. N. M. Thomas, whom | afterward
married, was an ardent anti-slavery advocate. He was a birthright member of the Society
of Friends and from youth had been taught to abhor slavery. | thought him fanatical when
he asserted ‘slavery cannot continue to exist under our Government. If it is not put down
by a ballot it will go down in blood.” This was many years before William H. Seward
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wrote “The Irrepressible Conflict.” His political activities and experiences as a pioneer are
elsewhere recorded.

A fine type of pioneer physician was Dr. Henry Carlton Fairbank of Flint. He was born
in Rose Township, Wayne County, New York, December 30, 1824. His father, likewise
a physician, or rather a “farmer and medical practitioner,” traced his ancestry back to a
settler who came from Wales in 1633.

By canal boat, Zenas Fairbank, the father, and his family made the journey to Buffalo, and
by steamer to Monroe, arriving in Michigan, November 21, 1835. In the following spring
they moved to Linden and located on a piece of government land on the west bank of
Silver Lake. They began at once to clear land and “put in a few simple crops,” but “no pen
can describe the hardships in the efforts to gain a livelihood.” The “howl of the wolf was of
common occurrence and the long trips to Pontiac and Ann Arbor for flour were attended
with the greatest difficulty, not to say danger. Zenas Fairbank had some knowledge of
medicine and practiced all through the neighboring county, sometimes going ten or fifteen
miles for fifty cents or even a few vegetables for his pay.”

Dr. H. C. Fairbank “went to school with his brothers in an old log school house and studied
such books as he could buy or borrow by the light of a pine knot or the glow or the old-
fashioned fire place.” For two or three winters he taught country school.

201

At a barn raising appeared a Scotchman with some knowledge of phrenology. He
examined Henry's head and predicted a useful career, whereupon Henry took up the study
of medicine.t

T This is not so difficult of understanding in the light of history of the ‘30s. The location of
prominenceson the skull and speculation concerning their significance as related to brain
development andcharacter formation was then a popular pastime. As might be conjectured
from a well known flair forthe “fundamental,” embryologic theologians fell for this foible,
among them Henry Ward Beecher,who, at the age of 21, discovered that phrenology
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“brings new aid to the statesman, the lawyer, the physicianand the minister of Christ in
their benevolent efforts to benefit society and gives them a new powerover the intellect
and the will.” On his election as president of the Society of Natural History at Amherst,he
delivered “an able address upon the subject [phrenology] expressing the futility of the
objectionsoffered against the science and exhibiting and defending its fundamental [italics
mine, C. B. B.]principles.” (From Paxton Hibbin's “Henry Ward Beecher,” Pages 58 and
59.)

He studied at home and rode a pony to Fenton to recite to Dr. J. C. Gallup; worked on a
farm two summers, took for his pay two yoke of steers, traded them for land, sold the land
and was enabled through the money obtained to attend Willoughby Medical College near
Cleveland where he was graduated in 1844. His thesis was on “Changes of the Blood,”

and was pronounced an able paper.

He located at Fenton. There on one occasion he nearly came to grief. With a chum he had
concealed a macerated skeleton where, on a circus day, it was discovered by individuals,
who without means to pay for entertainment in a hostelry, had “hit the hay.” They spread
the news of a grave robbery and there was talk of lynching or transportation on a rail, but
the matter was satisfactorily explained by the youthful seekers of new light in Osteology.

In ‘47 or ‘48 Dr. Fairbank bought the practice and home of Dr. James King of Grand Blanc.
His rides were long, and exposure in severe weather undermined his health. Accompanied
by a wife to whom he had been recently married, he started for Texas to recuperate. On
the way thither frequent pulmonary hemorrhages occurred.

He found gratifying hospitality en route and was frequently succored and entertained by
kindly disposed people. He recovered a degree of health, and wrote interestingly of the
trip; the letters are published in “Michigan Pioneer and Historical Collections,” Volume
XXIX, Page 137.

Dr. Fairbank contributed to Volume I, Peninsular and Independent Medical Journal, a
report of “A Case of Idiopathic Tetanus.”
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He was an active member and sometime president of the Genesee County Medical
Society; was a prominent factor in the organization of the State Medical Society and
“frequently attended the meetings of the American Medical Association as a delegate”;
was “devoted to his profession, his family, his church and his books”; was “an omnivorous
reader”; was “well known as a raconteur, and was the life of any social gathering.”

He was twice married—to Harriet Waterman, who died in 1852, and to Mary A. Rice,
who survived him. There were three daughters and one son by the first marriage. He
was a member of the Court Street Methodist Church, Flint, to which place he moved

in 1864.” (See Extra-Professional Activities.) He did not relish innovations, apparently.
Writing, in 1881, of the proposed adoption of the metric system, he called it an “exotic”
which he hoped the profession of this country would not fall for, although this was not his
202 expression. “Foist” and “thrust” were the more conventional terms at that period and
these he employed in disparagement of the attempt to introduce among the innocent this
“Gallic monstrosity.”30

“Dr. Henry Carlton Fairbank was born in Rome, New York, December 20, 1824, and died
at Petoskey, Michigan, July 5, 1897. He graduated in medicine from Willoughby College in
1844. He first settled at Linden, Genesee County, and from there moved to Grand Blanc in
1848, and to the city of Flint in 1864, where he continued in active practice up to the time
of his death. He was a conscientious, upright and honorable gentlemen, in all the relations
of life, very successful as a practitioner or medicine, and left a memory fragrant with the
aroma of generosity and kindness to the poor and suffering in the community where he
lived so long, an honor to the profession and to the city of his adoption. Dr. Fairbank was a
member of the American Medical Association and of the North-Eastern Medical Society of
Michigan.”35

For further information concerning early medical pioneers of Genesee and neighboring
counties, the Medical History Committee is indebted to Dr. Wells C. Reid of Goodrich
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for the transcription of a comprehensive article which appears in the chapter devoted to
Medical Societies.

Other contributions for which readers as well as the Committee must be greatly obligated
to Dr. Reid, will be found in Chapter V.

In a company which came to Grand Rapids in 1833 was Dr. William B. Lincoln. It was
“Aunt Hattie” (Burton) who relates the story. “At Pontiac Mrs. Dexter's youngest child, a
boy, became sick with scarlet fever and seemed to grow worse every day.” When the party
reached Lookingglass River their “provisions were nearly gone, and we could not stop, but
about noon Mrs. Dexter called a halt, noticing the change in the boy. Dr. Lincoln gave him
some medicine, but in a few minutes the little sufferer was dead.”17

Dr. Lincoln was probably the skillful physician referred to in a letter.17
For further information concerning Dr. Lincoln, see “Pioneer Experiences.”

Hon. E. L. Brown writes of a trip from An Arbor to Kalamazoo in 1830, “At Battle Creek
we got dinner with a Dr. Foster, afterwards a resident of Kalamazoo, and later of Otsego,
venison and cranberries being the staple.”21

Dr. William H. Fox “of Genesee, New York, was for many years a distinguished physician
and surgeon in Michigan, beginning the practice of his profession in 1830 at the town of
Schoolcraft, and continuing there until his death. Dr. Fox was a graduate of the New York
School of Medicine, New York City, and achieved much more than a local reputation as a
practitioner and amassed quite a fortune, the greater part of which was lost in the collapse
of Jay Cooke's great Northern Pacific Railway scheme. He was public spirited and to

him as much as to any one individual is the town of Schoolcraft indebted for much of the
prosperity it now enjoys.”

203
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He was a Knight Templar, a Republican. His death occurred in 1879.4
Dr. Stephen A. Wilson and Dr. Charles Shepard came to Grand Rapids in 1835.17
The following is from the pen of Dr. Schuyler C. Graves, formerly of Grand Rapids:

“The medical history of Grand Rapids may be said to date from January 1, 1835, on which
day Dr. Jason Winslow, then of Gull Prairie, Kalamazoo County, reduced a dislocated hip
on the person of Joel Guild. Grand Rapids was then a village of less than one hundred
persons, and there being no physician nearer than Gull Prairie, Dr. Winslow was called by
Richard Godfroy to attend to Mr. Guild's case.

“The first physician to settle permanently within the limits of the present city was Dr.
Stephen A. Wilson, who arrived in August, 1835. In the spring of 1837 he formed a co-
partnership with Dr. Charles Shepard, the association lasting until 1839, in the fall of which
year Dr. Wilson died. Dr. Charles Shepard, who still [1891] practices his profession in this
city, was the second resident physician. He arrived October 20, 1835, only two months
after Dr. Wilson came. The third was Dr. Gravelle, a young French physician, who came
in the spring of 1836, but remained only until the fall of that year. Dr. Jason Winslow, the
physician who rendered the first professional service in the community, was the fourth

to settle here. He came from Gull Prairie in the spring of 1837. He was of New England
stock and had practiced in Stockholm, St. Lawrence County, New York, before coming

to Michigan. After a residence of six years in Grand Rapids he died, March 15, 1843.

Dr. F. J. Higginson was the fifth. He came in 1839. He also was a New England man, a
graduate of the Medical Department of Harvard College, and had practiced at Cambridge,
Massachusetts. He remained in Grand Rapids only about two years; removed in 1841 to
Brattleboro, Vermont, where he practiced many years and where he died.

“A few of the other pioneer physician of this community, with date of arrival, are here
named in the order of their coming. Alonzo Platt, i 1842; Philander H. Bowman, in 1846;
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Charles L. Henderson, in 1847; Wenzel Blumrich, in September, 1848 Alfred Garlock, in
1849."17

Dr. Alfred Garlock (1824-1884) was for thirty years and more the most widely known of
the physician of this City and County.” He had a “frank, genial, pleasing way that won the
confidence of his patients,” and “few even of his profession, leave a richer legacy of love
and grateful remembrance.”

The above tribute from the pen of Dr. Schuyler C. Graves in the chapter on “Medicine and
Surgery,” History of Grand Rapids, need not, in view of its authorship, be discounted or
guestioned.

Dr. Garlock, a graduate from Buffalo in 1849, opened an office in Grand Rapids the same
year. He was “literally worn down to his death” in the practice of medicine.

204

Dr. Charles Shepard, “the oldest surviving [1891] representative of the pioneer
practitioners of Grand Rapids,” was born in 1812 in Fairfield, Herkimer County, New
York. After practicing six months in Jefferson County, New York, following graduation at
Fairfield, he located in Grand Rapids, October 29, 1835, “being the second physician to
settle within the limits of the present city, Dr. Stephen A. Wilson having been upon the
ground in August of that year.” A partnership was formed between these which continued
until the spring of 1839.

“He had practiced fifty-fours years in Grand Rapids and is still [1891] devoting himself to
important surgical work and consultation. As a surgeon he takes high rank.”

He was president of the Grand Rapids Medical and Surgical Society four times; of the
Michigan State Medical Society, in 1886; was a member of the International Medical
Congress, 1876, of the American Microscopical Society, of the American Association for
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the Advancement of Science and of the American Medical Association; was in 1891 chief
of staff at the U. B. A. and consulting gynecologist to St. Mark's.

He was a member of the Common Council in 1853 and 1854, and mayor of Grand Rapids
in 1855.27

Doctor Shepard died at Grand Rapids, Michigan, March 8, 1893. He was a “pioneer
physician whose name is a household word not only in Grand Rapids but throughout the
State.”

“He spent his early youth at school and with his father in the carpenter shop.” He was
graduated in March, 1835, from Fairfield Medical College, New York, came to Grand
Rapids in the same year, announcing that he “had come to stay and grow up with the
promising Village.”

His first call was to Ada where he vaccinated 150 Indians on a contract. He made
professional visits in the wilderness on horseback, frequently ridding fifty miles to see a
patient. He “was guided by one undeviating principle in those days—of called he went,

no question of compensation was allowed to be a factor in the case. The demand meant
necessity, nobody had time to nurse fanciful disorders. When done with the case he went
home to sleep, no matter what hour, ant it came to be understood that absence from home
invariably meant professional business.”

He performed some notable surgical operations in 1837 upon sailors suffering from
freezing in consequence of shipwreck near Muskegon, was “noted as a surgeon,” and
“in treating the diseased of women his practice was simply unlimited.” He visited medical
and surgical institutions in New York in 1843, 1860 and 1872; was president of the State
Medical Society in 1886 and had been president of the Grand Rapids Medical Society.

In 1876 he represented Michigan in the International Congress at Philadelphia. He was a
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Mason. In later years from evangelical belief he turned to the doctrines of Swedenborg. He
was also “converted” from democracy in 1848.

He was president of the Board of Managers of the U. B. A. Home and 205 chief of its
medical staff, and held an honorary position on the staff of St. Mark's. He had an excellent
library and was greatly interested in microscopical research.81

“Some of you will remember the home of Colonel Roberts—a quite palatial mansion for
those days, situated where is now the Peninsular Club building. Dr. Shepard's home was
next adjacent on the hill, then came Deacon Haldane's and his noted grapevine, from
which was produced the wine that supplied the communion tables of the town.”31 (Events
in Grand Rapids from 1850 to 1860—HArvey J. Hollister.)

Wednesday the 23d ult. [January, 1878] Dr. Chas. Shepard of Grand Rapids performed
his ninth operation for Ovariotomy... “The patient bore the operation well and bids fair to
make a good recovery.”30

“The patient bore the operation well and bids fair to make a good recovery.”30

The address of Dr. Charles Shepard of Grand Rapids as president of the Michigan State
Medical Society dealt with “The Evolution of Man and our Relation to him as Physician.”35

He said rightly, “few of us can claim to be original thinkers and discoverers; our thoughts
come and go like birds of the air, whence they come and whither they go, we cannot
always tell.”

The above might been put very much more strongly with complete regard for the truth (if
there's any such animal in captivity).

The Doctor said that the world is outgrowing its in infantile and fossilized state and
demands a theory consistent with scientific induction, which may not shrink the test of
enlightened discussion. The following lines appear between quotation marks, “Hence the
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origin and growth of the doctrine of evolution founded on a series of facts inconsistent
with the old faith.” The source of the quotation is not given, but Dr. Shepard declares that
evolution of some kind us now the prevailing idea with men of science.

Apparently he was in accord with Mr. B. G. Ferris, whose theory “in short, is this; that a
each advanced step in the creation of the different species of animals, from the monad
to man, a prior living organism is used by the Creator as an ovum. or matrix, to produce
a new species without the aid of the ordinary paternity required in reproduction; and
precisely in the same way that the lowest animal was produced by creative influx into a
matrix of prepared early material. Reproduction requires the codperation of the animal
sexes, while original creation does not.”

If this is a straddle, the reader may make the most of it. It is reproduced in the hope of
smoothing the feathers of the fundamentalist.

Dr. Shepard discusses the relation of physician to man and hands to the former a
somewhat difficult contract—*“to teach man to know himself; teach him all the laws of
health, and set before him to consequences that are sure to follow their violation.” He
rightly asserts that “the millennium has evidently not yet come.” Forty years later we may
perhaps be said to be on 206 our way but the present reviewer sees no symptoms thereof.
The sentiment at the close of the address is as good as any: “All at once, and nothing
first—Just as the bubbles do, when they burst,End of this wonderful lump of clay.‘Logic is
logic,” that's all | say,Save that man will pass on to a brighter day.”And should, but it won't,
answer the optimist's requirements.

Dr. Lemuel D. Putnam, born in Herkimer County, New York, in 1833, came to Grand
Rapids in 1846, and was a partner of Dr. Shepard in the drug business elsewhere
sarcastically mentioned by an anonymous writer. He also practiced medicine. His death
occurred in 1895.
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He was director of the City National bank, a member of Chi Psi Union College; was highly
esteemed.4

Dr. Stephen A. Wilson was “the first physician to settle within the limits of Grand Rapids”;
born in Herkimer County, New York, in 1810, a graduate from Fairfield, he came to Grand
Rapids in 1835 and was a partner of Dr. Charles Shepard from 1837 to 1839.17

Dr. Arba Richards came to the town of Vergennes, Kent County, in 1839; afterward moved
to Lowell where he died in 1870. “He was a man of mark in his profession and highly
esteemed as a citizen.”17

Oscar Harry Chipman, “one of the oldest surviving members of the ‘old guard,” Grand
Rapids, was besides Dr. Charles Shepard the only remaining (1891) of the “early
practitioners of the Grand River Valley.”

Born in 1807 in St. Lawrence County, New York, a graduate from Fairfield Medical School
in 1833, he settled in Oakland County the same year. There he practiced until 1852 when
he came to Grand Rapids.

Although retired from regular work (in 1891) he was a frequent attendant at the meetings
of the medical society.17

Dr. Wenzel Blumrich (1812-1862), a native of Bohemia and graduate from the University of
Prague, 1839, settled in Grand Rapids in 1848.17

He brought with him a “knowledge of Latin, German, French and Spanish” which might
even then, have been useful in the melting pot.

Dr. George Kinney Johnson, a pioneer physician of Grand Rapids, came when 14 years
of age (in 1836) to Brighton, Livingston County, from Cayuga County, New York. “The
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country was new and almost without settlement. But the time so spent [on a farm] he
remembers with pleasure and regards the experiences of pioneer life ... as wholesome.”

At the age of eighteen he attended McNeil Academy, Ann Arbor, twenty-two miles distant,
“every month walking to and from his home. He was at that school when the cornerstone
of Michigan University was laid.” He began medical study under Dr. Bingham of Brighton,
“an eccentric old bachelor,” and in March, 1846, was graduated at Cleveland Medical
College (Department of Western Reserve). In the June following he located in Pontiac,
and his practice ranged over large portions of Oakland County. His 207 health broke in
consequence of excessive work, and in 1852 or 1853 he moved to Detroit, but health
was not regained. In 1856 he came to Grand Rapids in the interest of the Detroit and
Milwaukee Railroad (now Detroit, Grand Haven and Milwaukee), and in the following year
spent several months in England. In the spring of 1859 he was elected mayor of Grand
Rapids; declined a second term; was able to resume professional work in 1860. “In 1861
the great war drew him into its vortex.”17

Dr. John H. Hollister, born in Livingston County, New York, in 1824, a graduate from
Berkshire Medical College in 1848, practiced medicine in Montcalm Count in 1848, and
came the following year to Grand Rapids, where he remained for six years. He was “an
influential factor in local political circles.” In 1855 he moved to Chicago; was “a prime factor
in the incorporation of the Chicago Medical College” and Professor of the Principles and
Practice of Medicine and Pathology therein.

In 1889 he was appointed Supervising Editor of the Journal of the American Medical
Association. 17

Dr. Samuel G. Milner writing on “Homeopathy” for the History of the City of Grand Rapids
finds “it may be well to state briefly the origin and nature of that system of therapeutics.”

It means, “in brief,” he writes, that “no remedy should be given to the sick that has not
been carefully proven upon persons in health”; and this “method of prescribing, being
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founded upon a scientific law (similia similibus curantur) is vastly superior to the old or
empirical practice.”

“It has not been claimed by Hahnemann or his wisest followers that this system was fully
adapted to, or capable of application in the relief of all conditions of suffering or disease.”

“The appended biographies show that Dr. John Ellis from 1843 to 1845 was the first
physician in Grand Rapids to practice Homeopathy.”

Dr. M. A. Patterson of Tecumseh took his Black Hawk War and Ohio border war seriously.
As to the former he writes, “The alacrity then with which the Eighth Regiment, composed
of citizens of this valley, marched to the relief of the settlement beyond us, when they had
reason to expect a bloody contest, proved that our pioneers were of the right stock, and
as ready to fight as work, when occasion demanded an exhibition of their prowess.” The
details were, however, “too voluminous for our present purpose.”

As to the “Toledo War” he writes, “Seven or eight times during a period of thirty years, and
down to the very time of the contest, Ohio had solicited Congress to sanction her claim, or,
in plainer language, to gratify her ambition for territorial aggrandizement. ... But when was
unscrupulous ambition ever arrested by simple appeals to the eternal principles of justice
and right? Governor Lucas ... called out a body of his militia... A posse strengthened in
Adrian by a few recruits ... by a rapid march surprised a division of the surveying party of
Ohio with their military escort ... and surrounded the house,” where they were “comfortably
refreshing 208 themselves,” without the “least suspicion that the Wolverines were on their
trail.”

The Michigan “judge with his customary politeness took off his cap and after making his
best bow, civilly requested them to surrender” but “Colonel Hawkins fiercely demanded
by what authority” and so on. Thereupon Judge Blanchard, still suave, cited Michigan's
“Legislative and Executive power.” To “make it more emphatic, in a loud voice, so that the
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outsiders might hear him, Colonel McNair exclaimed “by virtue of the posse of Wolverines
here present we will arrest you.”

It was evidently a tense moment. The Ohioans leveled their pieces, in “an instant” and
“threatened to shoot,” but “the posse gave a shout that took the pluck out of the invaders.”
Obviously nothing was left for them but to “dash for the door,” and take “to their heels.”

Dr. Patterson thinks “perhaps” the fleeing ones may have learned from Hudibras that He
who fights and runs awayMay live to fight another daybut this, at best, is problematic.11

Dr. Patterson accords “no merit” to the act of Congress “giving us in exchange the Lake
Superior district, for this was before the discovery of its wealth of minerals, and it was
regarded on all hands as almost worthless.” In this he is probably correct, otherwise Mr.
Adam would have patiently pointed out his error, as he did in several other matters.11

Others besides Dr. Patterson, were alarmed by rumors of the Black Hawk War. “Cowards
wept like babies.” The war “and the cholera that year were about as much as Adrian could
stand. The nearest case of cholera was in Detroit and the nearest hostile Indian to Adrian
was beyond the Mississippi River.”11

In the Black Hawk War, Dr. David E. Brown of Schoolcraft was a colonel and moving spirit.
At a public meeting a letter purporting to be from him was read “containing the information
that the Indians in Northwestern lllinois or somewhere in that distant region had taken up
the hatchet and were on the war path.” The assembled group interested in preparedness
were all “acquainted with Dr. Brown and knew all about Prairie Ronde and its big island
but they did not know how Dr. Brown obtained his information.” However, “sectarian or
sectional discussions were for the time laid aside.”31

Certainly—though the ways of a doctor are often inscrutable, his word is sufficient. He
“marched to Niles with the others,” but “nothing came of it [the war] save the terror it

Medical history of Michigan http://www.loc.gov/resource/lhbum.1995a



Library of Congress

excited stopping emigration ... not a little fun, as well as many uncomfortable incidents
grew out of it.”31

Doubts there were as to whether Colonel Brown had received any military commission
but “through the politeness of a much esteemed friend,” Mr. Henry Little of Kalamazoo
was able, in 1875, to dispel them. “This commission as it now lies before me,” he writes,
“this choice relic of the past is a fresh reminder of the olden times, with all its associations,
with all its 209 varied, moving, active, exciting scenes and stirring events, and especially
of him who had the distinguished honor to hold this commission,t of the able, faithful and
impartial manner, he met and discharged all the duties of life both public and private.”31

T From Governor Stevens T. Mason, June 7, 1832.

Mr. Little suspects that the commission was given to “legalize Colonel Brown's previous
acts” and that nearly all his labors in camp and field were performed before the colonel
took the oath of office, June 15, 1832. He does not “censure or malign Colonel Brown. He
was one of our worthy and highly esteemed citizens, and unquestionably intended to do
the best he could under those trying and perplexing circumstances.”31

Certainly—thus doctors have as a rule acted in grave emergencies. The teeth and the bit
have been in close propinquity.

Dr. David E. Brown was born in London County, Virginia, June 20, 1795; was graduated at
the Medical Department, University of Pennsylvania, “and was a remarkably well educated
physician for that time.” He settled in Schoolcraft in 1830. For some time he was professor
in a medical school at La Porte, Indiana.

He came to Prairie Ronde in 1830 but later than Dr. Thomas.1
He represented Kalamazoo County in the Legislature in 1839-1840.

In 1852 he moved to a farm in Pavilion. His death occurred May 13, 1871.29
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Dr. David E. Brown “of Virginia Corners, in Schoolcraft township” attended “principally
to the sick of this town [Brady, in 1838] and nearly all were ailing and his doses are
remembered with pleasure [?] by those who were under his care. ... In 1838, also, Dr. H.
A. Baker began the practice of medicine in this township.”21

The residence of Dr. David E. Brown on Pickerel Lake, township of Pavilion, Kalamazoo
County, was “the abode of hospitality.”21

He had “clear perceptions, sound reason and general good sense” with “energy, high-bred
courtesy and integrity.”21

Dr. John Webb came from Canada to Comstock, Kalamazoo County, in the early thirties;
was a stirring man and proud of his profession. He rode a stout coal-black pony ... the
wickedest little goer that ever shook mud from his feet.” He died in Schoolcraft.21

Dr. Jason Winslow, a “well-read and able physician,” was in practice in Comstock in
1835.21

Dr. McGee was in practice in Comstock about the same time and Dr. Tucker in 1837.21

Dr. I. J. Babcock, a graduate at Willoughby Medical College, Ohio, came to Kalamazoo

in 1843; was a student in the Branch University there for two years; practiced in Climax
until 1846, in Galesburg for eighteen years; engaged in the drug business at Kalamazoo in
1867.21

“The physicians in Kalamazoo [in 1846] were Drs. Starkweather, Sprague, Howard, J.
Adams Allen, Starkey, Stewart, Hill Swan.”32
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Dr. Reuben Barrett came to Kalamazoo in 1836, practiced medicine, kept a boarding
house, engaged in trade.
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Dr. George Browning, a settler in the same year, opened the “first regular drug store.”21
Drs. Stuart, Ransom, and S. Axtell came to Kalamazoo in 1837.21
Dr. E. N. Colt came to Kalamazoo in 1838.21

Dr. Edwin N. Colt was a resident of Kalamazoo County 1836 to 1843; was postmaster at
Kalamazoo in 1841-1842.21

Dr. Starkweather was a contemporary of Dr. Colt. He died in 1854.21

Dr. Howard, also an early practitioner in Kalamazoo County, died about 1860.21

The elder Dr. Axtell (there were two brothers) died from a dissecting wound in 1854.21
Dr. James Porter came during the year 1839 to Richland, Kalamazoo County.21

He “was a good physician and a good preacher of the gospel. He died early.”21

Dr. Cyrenius Thompson was a member of the Presbyterian Church when first organized
in Richland in 1831. “He led an active useful life and was foremost in sustaining religious
interests”; was “devoted to farming” and “did not follow his profession.” He died in Gun
Plain.21

Biologists, necrologists and statisticians are enjoyed from drawing any deductions from the
foregoing extracts.

Dr. David E. Deming was the first settler in the township of Cooper. “He made an entry of
land on Section 2 in 1833 and became a permanent resident in March 1834.” Previously
he had “erected a comfortable shanty” on his land while in a “temporary abode on Gull
Prairie.” Soon after he had a “more spacious frame dwelling.”
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He gradually relinquished practice “for the pursuits of the agriculturist,” having inherited a
“strong love of nature.”

He was of “strong religious convictions”; was first Supervisor of the Township and
represented his district in the State Senate. He died in 1879 at an advanced age.21

“In 1849, Dr. L. W. Lovell located at his present residence [in Climax, Kalamazoo County]
near the corners, and was the leading physician in town until 1862. Dr. I. J. Babcock had
built a house near the corners and located a short time previously but he did not stay
long.”21

The following item of interest is taken from the Kalamazoo Gazette: “The first settler

in Augusta, of whom there is any record, was Dr. Salmon King. born at Bennington,

Vt., in 1784. He settled on the present village site in 1833. He built a home which was
later remodeled into a tavern. In 1832, Dr. King built the first home hotel at Augusta. His
medical practice was extensive and he had a wide acquaintance. Dr. King died in 1855.”

Dr. Charles P. Parkill was born in Lewiston, Niagara County, New 211 York, December 29,
1821. His parents came to Michigan in 1834, located near Ypsilanti; moved to Tecumseh
in 1836. He was graduated in Tecumseh High School in 1838 and taught district school

in the years 1840-1841; came to Owosso in 1841 and was employed in the Argus printing
office in that place of two hundred inhabitants which received mail once a week by

means of a rider on horseback. He began medical study with Dr. A. J. Patterson in 1844,
combining this with school-teaching in Owosso and census-taking for Shiawassee County,
then of 2,500 population. He graduated in medicine at Willoughby College, Ohio, in 1846,
reached Detroit with twelve and a half cents in possession, and Owosso in due time, how
“no one ever knew but himself,” he having been crippled at the age of ten by the careless
handling of a corn knife and “the quackery of the attending physician.” (An ankylosed knee
bent at a right angle resulted.)
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When he hung out his sign at Bennington, he was one of five doctors in the County of
Shiawassee. He was without a patient from May until September but “fortunately for him
the fall of 1846 was what was termed a sickly fall and from his first professional visit he
was in the saddle, day and night. For twenty years he was the leading and about the
only physician in the county.” In 1865 growing weary of his laborious practice he sold his
property in Bennington, and moved to Owosso where he remained as senior member of
the firm of parkill and Son Druggists and Chemists, until his death, November 28, 1893.
“He could find good in all men, in all sects, in all parties,” was “truly a Christian at heart
and prominently identified with the County Sunday School Association.”31 Mention is
made elsewhere of other of his public activities.

At the annual meeting of the Michigan Pioneer and Historical Society in 1888 he read
a paper entitled “The Famine and the Fright, and Episode of Pioneer Life.” He was
representative from Shiawassee County in 1857-1858.29

Dr. Arthur Livermore Porter was born in New Hampshire in 1794; received his medical
degree at Dartmouth in 1818, studied in London, Dublin, and Edinburgh, and became
a competent chemist. After a trip abroad to obtain for the New England manufacturers
scientific information on methods of dyeing, he located in Detroit in 1828.

He was exceptional medical attainments, a skillful surgeon, kindly in disposition and
upright in principle.

He died in 1845 from erysipelas, and “whatever opposition he had encountered in his
determination to awaken the West to a true view of the slavery question was forgotten in
the desire Detroit then expressed to show its genuine respect for his personal character.
“We have never known,” stated the Advertiser, “a more general expression of regret on the
decease of any citizen.”
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His death was much regretted among men of science in the East. One New Hampshire
writer expressed himself as follows: “The scientific world has few men in it of higher or
more beautiful attainments. Science was as 212 familiar with him as experience and all his
experience had the intelligent beauty of science. His profound knowledge of nature always
seemed to be native to him, it had so little the character and appearance of acquisition.”2

“Dr. A. L. Porter was another homely man but a good doctor who was here in 1845 and
before.”8

Dr. Richards, the first physician (in Romeo) located east of Abbot.22

“The first physician was not Dr. Richards but Dr. Green. ... Rumor at this late date gives
him the name of hurrying two of the early settlers over the silent river. The two persons
were Mr. Healy and Mr. Webster. Mr. Healy was the first man who died in this vicinity.”22

There you are. In all probability there wa'nt no Doctor Green.

“In 1825 or 1826 Dr. Henry Taylor located at Mt. Clemens. Previously he was a practitioner
at Stony Creek.22

With his son he contributed to the establishment of the Mt. Clemens baths in the early
seventies. They “commenced it with a few tubs.”22

The present residence of Thomas Foster, built by Dr. Hall in the summer of 1837, is
considered to be one of the first brick dwellings erected in the city—Mt. Clemens.22

“The dawn of last Sabbath, October 24, 1897, rose upon the sunset of life for Dr. Wm. B.
Sprague, and between the morning and evening of his existence more than a century of
time had elapsed. The weight of years had rested lightly upon him until but a few months
ago, when the burden became too heavy, and with an abiding faith, a mind serene,

and in the consciousness that the everlasting arms were underneath he willingly went
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home to his Father's mansion. He had lived to see the open prairie, where Coldwater
stands, adorned with a beautiful city. He came here a young man, and after his work was
completed and the evening shadows of life fell about him, he lived the life of a county
gentleman, with his books and papers, and his presence always reminded one of the
courtly gentlemen of the olden time, whose knightly bearing was as simple and graceful as
it was noble and grand.

“Dr. Sprague was born at Malta, New York, February 28, 1797. He married Miss Mary
Smith at Honeoye Falls, New York, in 1831, and they came to live in Coldwater in 1835.
He was identified with the early history of the city, and was honored by many local offices,
besides being chosen to the State Legislature in 1846.

“The Doctor was born before the close of Washington's administration and consequently
had lived under very President of the United States. Five children were born to him—
Francis, Mary, Phoebe, Sophia and Emma—the four sisters still living. His wife died many
years ago, and since that time he has lived with his son and daughter, Mr. and Mrs. A. C.
Burdick, at the old homestead. As a pleasant feature to relate, his friends enjoyed recalling
how the Sabbath day figured conspicuously in certain events of his life. He was born on
Sunday, attained his majority on Sunday, celebrated his 100th 213 birthday on Sunday,
and on Sunday he died. He was truly a Sunday child.””31

Dr. Marshall Chapin was born in Massachusetts in 1798, graduated in medicine at 21,
in 1819, and came directly to Detroit; was appointed by Governor Cass, surgeon of the
garrison “and became the leading physician of the town.” He also established the first
exclusive drug store. He was a whig in politics and sincerely devoted to democratic
principles. He was highly popular, never neglected a call and never made an entry for
services to poor people. “Worn out by arduous and humane labor he died at an untimely
age [in 1833], but left a memory of devotion and self-sacrifice to his children and fellow
citizens.”2
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Elsewhere appears a record of his extraordinary services in cholera epidemics and of his
civic activities.

Of one it is written, “his strong constitution and his abstemious habits were in his favor, his
skillful physicians, Marshall Chapin and Thomas B. Clarke, succeeded in saving him. Mr.
Elliott's condition required careful nursing and the last prescription of Dr. Chapin was the
free use of old Madeira Wine which was purchased of Chapin and Owen.” Their store was
on Jefferson Avenue about opposite the Old Michigan Exchange Hotel. The wine which
restored the patient to health and strength cost $4.00 per gallon.31

Dr. Robert D. Lamond was graduate at the Vermont Medical College, Castleton, and
Fairfield Medical College, New York. He was in practice in Pontiac prior to 1833 was a
member of the Oakland County Medical Society and its secretary in 1835.

He settled in Flint about 1838 and became the “leading physician of Genesee County”;
was one of the original members of the Genesee County Medical Society.

He represented Genesee County in the legislature in 1844. His death occurred at Flint in
1871.31

He was in Flint in 1839 and was one of “two physicians with plenty of patients during the
fever and ague season.”31

“I am not feeling well to-day,” one of his patients would say to him, whereupon he would
take from his pocket a number of pills, blow the dust from them, then hand them over to
the curbstone consultor with the advice, “take one of these every three hours.”

Thus the tradition—but it is of the same Dr. Lamond of whom this probably apocryphal
story is told, who when his friend Mr. Goodrich was ill in Detroit with typhoid fever was
summoned to his bedside, “and never left till death had placed his patient beyond the

reach of human aid.”
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Dr. Lamond was a man of high character and for years pursued a successful practice in
Genesee County. He was sturdy and dependable and his reputation is still undimmed by
the time which has elapsed since his death more than half a century ago.

In the address of welcome to the Michigan State Medical Society, the 214 twenty-fourth
annual meeting of which was held in 1889, Dr. Mottram of Kalamazoo mentioned that he
had been in continuous practice of medicine in Michigan during more than a half-century.
He said “the mind can hardly grasp without study and review the change and progress of
fifty years. He spoke of the stethoscope, the use of which was not taught in our schools
until 1845, although invented in 1819, the perfection of the microscope ‘within the last
twenty-five years, the greatest of all inventions,” and the discovery of anesthetics within
this half century.”35

Born at Gilbertville, New York, in 1807, he received an academic and professional
education; began practice in St. Joseph in 1834, pursued post-graduate medical study in
Philadelphia, from which place he came to Kalamazoo in 1850. He died July 2, 1891.

He was one of the founders and sometime president of the Kalamazoo Academy of
Medicine. “He had probably practiced,” so writes his biographer, “more years than any
other physician in Michigan and was assuredly the oldest practitioner in the Fourth
Congressional District.” He was health officer of Kalamazoo for two years.

“Dr. Mottram was very courtly in his address, and his manner was that of the polished
gentlemen. He had the theory that the sight of a neatly dressed physician had a good
effect on the patient and he put his theory into practice until he became noted for his
scrupulously neat appearance at all times.”31

He located in Nottawa Prairie in 1834 and for many years had an extensive practice in St.
Joseph County. He was representative from that county in the Legislature of 1843.29
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“Not the least among the enjoyable features of the occasion was the bountiful repast set
before the guests [members of the State Medical Society]. This evening will not soon

be forgotten by those present and the hospitality of Dr. Mottram will form one of the
pleasantest episodes of this meeting.”7

High praise this, following so closely as it did upon the “fine display of the powers of the
Kalamazoo Water Works” when “hose cart and its men” raised four streams “from as many
different hydrants to the delight of all and the astonishment of many.”7

He was president of Kalamazoo Village in 1871.

Dr. Minos McRobert, born in Vermont in 1804, came to Mason, Michigan, in 1837. He
was the second physician in the county. He was, in 1875, “the oldest resident of this city.”
He retired from practice in 1847 and engaged in mercantile pursuits; was capitalist, first
president of the village, built many important buildings, amassed a large fortune.18

He was in 1837 the first physician in the village of Mason. “He built an office which was
used for a great variety of purposes serving for a doctor's office, county register's office,
and in fact almost a court house. Strong in physique and with an experience of five years
in the practice of medicine in the East he was well equipped to grapple with the almost
universal sickness of this new and miasmatic country. His practice was laborious in the
215 extreme. Rides were long and the exposure was great but he met the labors of his
calling with that untiring zeal, helpfulness and courage which ever characterized him in his
long career.”31

In an interesting biography of Dr. Samson Stoddard, written in finest filial spirit by his son,
and published in “Michigan Pioneer and Historical Collections,” Volume V, Pages 354-357,
it is recorded that Stoddard is derived from Standard Bearer, or in the Norman tongue De
la Standard. It was “a name that has wrapped up in its derivation much of the courage and
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chivalry, much of the song and legendary lore of early Normandy—the first fount of English
culture and civilization.”

William Stoddard (De la Standard) came to England with William the Conqueror, his
cousin, in 1066, and located on a large tract of land near the city of London which was
retained in the family until 1765. Anthony Stoddard, a lineal descendant, came to Boston
in 1639. His descendants lived in the New England States for one hundred and seventy
years. Many bore illustrious names, and “not a few of them sealed with their blood their
love of liberty in the War of American Independence.”

Godwin Stoddard, the father of Dr. Samson Stoddard, “came to western New York, then
about a month's distance in time, by horseback travel” in 1804. “He who went from the
Atlantic seaboard states, at that time, to western New York, then called the far western
wilds of the United States, was counted a man of no little enterprise and bravery.” This
was “three years before Fulton launched his first steamboat on the Hudson River. It was
twenty years prior to the completion of the Eric Canal and more than thirty years before
the first railroad had been built in the Empire State.” He (Godwin) pursued farming near
Vienna, Oneida County, New York, for ten or more years. Then, “during one of those great
moral awakenings which in 1812 swept over all western New York he experienced religion
and immediately felt that he was called to preach the Gospel.” He entered the Methodist
ministry, and thereafter led the itinerant life thereunto pertaining.

Samson Stoddard was the eldest of seven children and was born February 7, 1806. After
exhausting the capabilities of the district school he entered Wyoming Seminary at the age
of sixteen. There he remained for three years, except for teaching during one winter. He
had “great passion” and “natural aptitude” for the practice of medicine and at twenty years
of age entered the only medical school in western New York, Fairfield Medical College. He
was graduated two years later in 1829.
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In the summer of 1830 he started for Michigan and “arrived at Jacksonburg in the early
part of September,” finding three five inhabitants (or heads of families, possibly) but
“every month brought new settlers.” His ride “was all over Jackson County and even into
Washtenaw,” but he still found time to help build the first sawmill in the county, and to “aid
in landing [launching?] the first white man's boat on Grand River.” In practice, long and
weary journeys has to be taken on foot as the swollen streams and treacherous marshes
would not allow the crossing of horses.
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Settlers rapidly coming, his practice grew apace. He married, in 1832, Miss Sarah M.
Blake of Livonia, Livingston County, New York, and brought his bride to Jacksonburg.
From 1833 to 1836 under appointment of Governor Porter he was Clerk and Treasurer of
Jackson County. Later he was for a time Supervisor of Concord, whither he had gone with
his family, “sick all the time for these last two years” in consequence of malaria. “It was
shake, shake, and then fever and then the Doctor, calomel, and quinine. There were few
well enough to wait upon the sick.”

In Concord, he combined farming with his profession. “Often he would toil hard all day on
his farm and spend the entire night in visiting patients.”

His first wife died of heart disease and three years later he married Mrs. Emily Lathrop.
There were nine children by the first marriage, seven of whom survived him; two children
by the second marriage.

In 1873 he moved to Albion to be near his eldest son, a resident of that place. Three years
later (August 24, 1876) he died at the age of seventy years. “His deeds of goodness, his
probity of character, his love of honor and virtue and his hatred of sham and subterfuge
will not soon be forgotten.” He was ever ready “to aid all the worthy who came to him in
need and the poor always found him their ‘good physician’ when in sickness and distress.”
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The first physician in St. Joseph County was Dr. Page, who located in White Pigeon
Prairie in 1827. The village of Centerville's first physician was S. W. Truesdell (1833).31

“Our house was near the Buckhorn tavern, then owned by Mr. Bebee. After his death the
place was purchased by Dr. Parsons, who occupied the old inn as a private residence
for a while, but who later built the house now standing on the old site [Centerville].”31
(“Personal Recollections of Pioneer Days"—Ruth Hoppin.)

Dr. Isaac Adams, a free soil democrat, came to White Pigeon, St. Joseph County, the
nearest postoffice to which at that time was Tecumseh, in 1829; from thence he went to
Oakland County in 1835.

He was a Harvard graduate, was elected to the Legislature in 1838, was one of a
Committee on education in the House of Representatives which prepared the bill to
establish the University of Michigan. His death occurred at Troy, Oakland County, in
1852.26

Dr. Lafayette W. Lovell was born at Grafton, Vermont, May 27, 1823, “and settled in
Climax, Michigan, in 1835 where he resided in 1887”; was educated at the Kalamazoo
branch of the University, graduated at Rush in 1847, and after fifteen years practice
became a farmer.

He was supervisor, town clerk and inspector of the State Prison; a senator from the
twentieth district, 1857-1858.29

Dr. Thomas P. Matthews, a graduate of Middlebury College, 1811, and Fairfield Medical
College, 1815, came to Detroit in 1834, then moved to Redford where he practiced for
thirty years.
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He was representative in the Vermont legislature in 1815; in that of Michigan in
1853-1854.29

Dr. David Menzie graduated in medicine at Hartford, Connecticut, came to Concord,
Michigan, about 1837; served as supervisor several years and as representative from
Jackson County in 1845.29

Dr. Andrew Murray was representative from Berrien County in 1848; was a graduate of
Yale; commenced practice in Berrien, Michigan, in 1835. From there he moved to South
Bend, Indiana, then to St. Joseph, Michigan, afterward to Niles, where his death occurred
in 1854.29

Dr. John L. Near, at the age of twenty, taught during the winter and studied medicine; was
graduated at Castleton, Vermont, in 1834 and located in Wayne County, Michigan, the
following year. In 1887 he resided at Flat Rock.

He was sometime U. S. Consul at Sarnia and Windsor, representative from Wayne
County, 1839, Senator from the Fourth District 1857-1858 and 1861-1862.31

The first frame house in Allegan County was built in Gun Plain Township by Dr. Cyrenius
Thompson in the summer of 1832.32

Dr. Fletcher Ransom, born in Vermont in 1800, came to Kalamazoo in 1836; was
representative from Kalamazoo County in 1845 and 1846.29

Dr. Ebenezer Raynale, who was born in Hartland, Vermont, October 21, 1804, received
the degree of M.D. in 1826, and in 1828 settled in Franklin, Michigan, was distinguished in
his profession. He was postmaster at Franklin in the Jackson administration. “He aided in
organizing the first State Medical Society of Michigan. In 1839 he settled in Birmingham,
Michigan, and there resided until his death in 1881.
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He was delegate from the Fifth District to the Constitutional Convention of 1835, Senator
from that district in 1835-1837, delegate to the Constitutional Convention of 1850.29 He
was the father of Dr. C. M. Raynale of Birmingham.

Dr. Justin Rice, born in West Brookfield, Massachusetts, in 1798, came to Detroit in 1825,
and practiced medicine for nine years. He then engaged in the lumber business in Port
Huron and elsewhere. He was an elder in the First Presbyterian Church, Detroit.

He was Senator from the Fourth District, 1840-1841.29

Dr. Edward Cox died September 19, 1882, at his home in Battle Creek, where he had
lived and practiced medicine for forty-three years. He was born in Cambridge, Washington
County, New York, January 6, 1816. When he was three years old his parents, Silas and
Abigail Cox, removed to Onondaga, where he received his literary education, and where
he subsequently studied medicine in a physician's office. He attended the Geneva Medical
College, from which he graduated in 1839.

He began practice in Wayne County, New York, where he remained but six months, and

in September, 1839, removed to Battle Creek, then a 218 village of only a few hundred
inhabitants. He permanently established himself as the second regular medical practitioner
of the place. Dr. William Campbell, with whom he associated himself, being the first. Here
he cast his lot, and soon built up a large practice which grew with the growth of the town
and country.

With characteristic energy and public spirit, he identified himself with measures for the
growth and improvement of the place, and soon not only took a prominent position in
his profession, but came to be regarded as one of its foremost citizens, receiving marks
of public honor and confidence. He was president of the village in 1853, one of its first
aldermen, holding the position six years, and mayor for two years in 1873 and 1874. He
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was also a member of the school board and of numerous organizations for the public
good.

For many years he was one of the leading members of the Calhoun County Medical
Society. He became a member of the State Medical Society in 1871, serving on its most
important committees, and in 1878 was honored by being made its President.

At the time of his death he was one of the board of counselors of the Detroit Medical
College. He was a permanent member of the American Medical Association. He was also
delegate from the State Society to the International Medical Congress held in Philadelphia
in 1876.

He contributed many able papers to his County and State Medical Societies, and to the
medical journals of the day.

A sketch of the life and career of Dr. Cox in the Battle Creek Daily Herald, from which
much of the material for this notice is obtained, says:

“Frequently, within the past few years has Dr. Cox, in the hearing of the writer of this
notice, been heard to express his deep interest in his profession, and to declare that it
chiefly circumscribed his ambition. He stated that its honors were those which he most
highly valued, and grateful as might be to him the expressions of public confidence
bestowed by his fellow citizens, political distinction and partisan prominence were far less
prized by him than usefulness, success, and good standing in his chosen profession.

“In accordance with this sentiment, a few days before his death, he expressed the desire
that the words ‘Practicing physician for forty-four years’ should be inscribed upon his coffin
as declaring the leading work and purpose of his life, and embodying the essential feature
of his career which he desired to leave impressed upon the memory of his fellow men.”
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Politically, Dr. Cox was a Democrat, and though a politician in the best sense of that term,
he was always a patriot. It is related of him, in the Detroit Lancet, that “when the war with
the South broke out he at once suggested, and succeeded in realizing the suggestion,
that the flag poles of the separate parties should be spliced together, as an emblem, to
those who should see it, that in the support of the country the mass of the members of
both parties in Battle Creek, were one.”

He was a prominent Mason, holding high positions in the order.
219

He was a member and for many years vestryman of the Protestant Episcopal Church.

Dr. Cox was twice married. His first wife was Esther Ann Starkweather, to whom he was
married September 2, 1840. After her death in 1845, he married Miss Sarah Adams, of
Penfield, who survives him.

Three children were born to him—one by his first wife, a daughter, who died at the age of
eight years, and two by his second wife, both of whom died in infancy.

A relative of the doctor states that he had confided to medical friends within the past few
years, the belief that he was the victim of angina pectoris or some incurable affection of
the heart, but with heroic consideration for others he studiously concealed from his family
the impending danger to himself.

This cardiac trouble, it is believed, led to the pulmonary disease which caused his death.

He was tender and affectionate in his family, and with great love for children which was
instinctively reciprocated by his many little friends.

He had a cheerful, buoyant, temperament. He was an ardent and faithful friend. He
maintained, through a long, useful, and honorable life an unsullied character for personal
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and professional integrity. He contended for high standards in medical education and
practice. The State and the profession have lost something more than a pioneer. The
death of a citizen distinguished for his fidelity to private and public trusts,—a physician
devoted to his profession, faithful to the interests of his patients, scorning quackery,
ministering nearly half a century to the physical needs of one community, is no common
loss.

At his funeral wee gathered representatives of the medical profession from all parts of
the State, who, after the burial, gathered with his friends in the church, to give an informal
expression of their appreciation of the life of Dr. Cox.

At the conclusion, Hon. W. W. Woolnough, after speaking of the deceased in terms of
the most appropriate eulogy, presented appreciative resolutions which were unanimously
adopted by the assemblage.

The Herald says: “It is unusual, to say the least, that so many friends in all professions and
walks in life for many years testify so uniformly to the value to them, and to the world, of a
strong manly heart and head in a member of the medical profession.

The addresses, given as they were “by warm personal friends of Dr. Cox, all took the
character of affectionate tributes to his memory, and gave expression to the very great
esteem and regard which his admirable career as a citizen and as a physician had
deservedly called forth in the community in which he had so long lived, as also throughout
the State.”35

Dr. Henry S. Buell, born in Castleton, Vermont, in 1820, came to Detroit in 1836, returned
to his former home in Castleton where he took his degree of Medicine in 1841. He
practiced in Franklin until 1888; was skilful 220 and bequeathed “a far richer legacy than
money can purchase ... a loving regard by all who knew him for his unremitting efforts
through his whole life to relieve suffering.” He died in 1891.
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He represented Oakland County in the Legislature of 1859-1860.26, 31

Dr. Ezra Stetson, born in Otsego County, New York, 1811, settled as a physician at
Galesburg in 1837, and practiced there for twenty years. He was a graduate of Fairfield
Medical College.

He was Supervisor of Comstock; was representative from Kalamazoo County in 1851.

In 1857, he moved to Bureau County, lllinois, where he engaged in farming and stock
raising; he was among the first to promote the breeding of Percherons.29

Dr. Oliver P. Strobridge, born in Clarmont, New Hampshire, in 1818, by profession a
physician, came to Michigan in 1840, lived in Farmington until 1845, and in Almont until
1873.

He was representative from Lapeer County in 1850.29

“Dr. Samuel T. Beardslee was born in New Jersey, August 19, 1828, moved with his
parents to Oakland County, Michigan, in 1832. Arriving at manhood, he took a medical
course at Ann Arbor of two terms, also a course in chemistry, and graduated from the
Albany Medical Institute in 1856. In 1857 he came to the village of Armada, and began

the practice of his profession, which he prosecuted until about two years ago. December
18, 1876, he married Betsey McAuley, of Ontario County, New York, who, with two sons,
survives him. For the last three years he had been failing in health, and for the greater part
of that time he experienced intense pain and suffering which were borne with exemplary
patience and fortitude. On Saturday night last July 2, (1899), he passed away from
earth.”35

Dr. E. A. Egery, who died in 1879, located at Three Rivers forty years before. He was the
first president of the St. Joseph Valley Medical Association.6
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Dr. Nathan Mitchell (1808-1809) was graduated at Middlebury Medical College. He came
to Colon, St. Joseph County, in 1839.6

Dr. Oliver J. Stiles “was admitted to membership [in the colony] by a formal vote at a
meeting held in Vermontville, January 26, 1838, and was the earliest resident physician.”
He remained but a year or two. He first settled in Bellevue.31

“Among the colonists were two physicians, Dewey H. Robinson from Bennington,
Vermont, and Oliver J. Stiles from the State of New York. Dr. Stiles first settled in
Bellevue, Michigan, and was admitted to membership by a formal vote at a meeting held
in Vermontville, January 26, 1838, and was the earliest resident physician. He remained
but a year or two, then moved back to New York, and was lost sight of. Dr. Robinson was
the original member of the colony, signing the compact in Vermont, and became a resident
of the village in 1838. He was a very bright man, witty and 221 sociable, quick tempered,
a college graduate and a good physician. His wife, Olive Bigelow, was a daughter of Dr.
William Bigelow of Bennington, well educated, and both were great favorites, especially
with the young people of the settlement. The family remained in Vermontville until 1846,
then moved to Marshall, Michigan, resided there about a year, and then went back to
Bennington, Vermont. The Doctor was much broken in health from long rides through the
woods over rough roads in all sorts of weather, with irregular sleep and meals, and died a
few years later.”31

Dr. Robinson and his wife were very popular with the young people. He had more books
than any other settler. Among them were Walter Scott's novels and poems. In reading
portions of the “Lady of the Lake” to young listeners he took great pleasure. “lvanhoe” was
a revelation of the age of romance and chivalry, of knights and ladies and tournaments,
and was more attractive than Baxter's “Saints’ Rest” or his “Call to the Unconverted,”
which were staple household literature of that time. With his books and brightness, his
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ready wit, and talk about men and events, Dr. Robinson had a marked influence upon the
young people of the colony.

After he left in 1846, his successor was Dr. J. H. Palmer. He remained about three years.
In 1849, on the discovery of gold in California, he caught the Argonaut fever, set out with a
party to make the overland trip and died of cholera at Independence, Missouri.31

Dr. James H. Sweeney resided in Morenci; was a representative from Lenawee County,
1846. He came from New York about 1835.33

Dr. Daniel K. Underwood, born in Enfield, Massachusetts, June 15, 1803, prepared for
Ambherst, spent two years at Williams, graduated in medicine at Dartmouth in 1826. He
came to Adrian in 1836 and engaged in the drug business until 1849. He was much
interested in horticulture and was employed by the United States Pomological Society to
prepare a work for publication by the Government.

He gave the land for the site of Adrian College; was representative from Lenawee County,
1840.23

Dr. Philo Tillson, born in Winfield, New York, in 1810, practiced medicine at Mt. Clemens,
Michigan, from 1833 to 1843; in Romeo until his death in 1882. He was representative
from Macomb County, 1844.29

Dr. Campbell Waldo, born in Middletown, Vermont, December 25, 1786, practiced
medicine in New York State and was a member of the New York Assembly in 1825.

In 1837 he settled at Albion and “built mills at various points”; was a “leading man” of
“fine personal appearance, courteous and affable in his manners, a good physician and a
Christian.” He died November 6, 1876.

He was Senator from the Fifth District, 1848-1849.29
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“Willard Hayes, who was then sheriff, lived in a frame house, the first one built in Hastings,
and erected by Dr. David M. Drake, on the corner now occupied by Wright Bros.”21

222

“Dr. Reuben C. Gibson came to Jackson County in 1835, and commenced the practice

of medicine at the then flourishing village of Sandstone, afterward removing to Gidley's
Station, near the present village of Parma. Dr. Gibson was very successful as a physician,
and was held in high esteem as a citizen. He closed a life of usefulness among those with
whom he had for many years been active in the discharge of every duty.20

Dr. Henry Wyman, born in Jefferson County, New York, in 1803, represented Lenawee
County in the Legislature of 1845. He resided at Blissfield in 1887.39

Dr. Luther D. Whitney, born in 1810, at Granville, New York, “learned the trade of mason
and preached occasionally.” He “was for fourteen years a Methodist minister,” but on
account of a bronchial affection retired, studied medicine and began practice in Corunna,
in 1844; moved to Hadley “and continued practice, sometimes preaching.” In 1875 he
moved to Grand Blanc, where he died the following year.

He was Whig, Free Soiler, Republican representative from Lapeer County, 1857-1858.29

“The arrival of Dr. Gardner Wheeler, the first resident physician [Howell], marked a

new era, he remaining until his death. Dr. Curtiss of Kensington said that he had been
physician to nearly every family of Livingston County when in 1835 there were not well
persons enough to take care of the sick. Later Dr. Cyrus Wells was often called from
Oakland County to attend Mr. Samuel Waddell, the father of A. B. Waddell, in 1837 ... Dr.
Jeffries came in 1839, remaining until 1843, when Dr. William Huntington took his office
and practice. He was a successful physician and an honor to the community he served so
many years. His son, William C., is his successor and is Howell's pioneer physician. Dr.
F. H. Marsh came in 1847; Drs. Spence and Blank in 1848. Dr Wm. L. Wells, son of Dr.
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Cyrus Wells, came in 1849, and was considered very skillful in his profession. Dr. Henry
J. Rumsey came in 1863 and he was a universal favorite, dying here five years later.”31
(Mrs. B. F. Batcheler.)

“Dr. Ebenezer Wells died April 25, 1882, aged 68 years. He had resided in Ann Arbor
forty-three or forty-four years.”31

The Branch County medical profession numbered in its pioneer membership many
important names. “The settlers were comparatively few and were scattered here and
there over a large area. The practice coming from half the county no more than justified
one physician in devoting all his time to professional duties. Thus Dr. Alvah Randall, the
pioneer physician of Bronson, who settled in that township in 1835, was the only doctor
in a county covered by a radius of ten miles from his home. When the pioneers of Gilead
needed a physician they sent for Dr. Randall, who came over the new-made and rough
roads that led through the woods and across the marshes to the cabins of Gilead’12

Dr. Enos G. Berry, who came to the township of Quincy in 1835 at the age of twenty-
two, “visited the poor and destitute without charge, and took 223 no mortgages or other
securities of those unable to pay, but gave them such time as their circumstances
required.12

“Of largeness of heart and of the old qualities of loving kindness they [the pioneer doctors]
had an abundance that rendered their ministrations in sickness and trouble effectual where
greater skill would not have availed.”12

The Hurd brothers (three) came to Union City in the thirties and forties and their practice
covered a large territory in Branch and Calhoun Counties. Of these Theodore C., who died
in 1845 and was succeeded by his brother Henry S., was the father of the distinguished
Henry M. Hurd, first superintendent of the present Pontiac State Hospital.
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These physicians of whom William P. Hurd, whose death occurred in 1881, was the third,
“were men of high professional standards and with natural inclination for their work.” They
“lived in the ‘saddle-bag’ period” and there was very little “office practice.” Their “remedies
were quinine and calomel, given in such quantities as would appall our physicians in
modern practice.”12

Dr. William P. Hurd, whose likeness appears in the History of Branch County, 1906,
opposite Page 558, wears burnsides, neatly trimmed full beard, no moustache. The face is
of strikingly fine type.

Dr. William Henry came to Coldwater in the early thirties as did Enoch Chase. “Hanchett
Street” in Coldwater is named from Dr. William Hanchett, who came there in 1832 and
associated with him, in 1845, his nephew, Dr. S. S. Cutler.

Dr. William B. Beeson engaged in practice with Dr. E. Winslow in Niles in 1838; was
afterwards in the mercantile business. He went to California in 1849, returned to Niles in
1853.14

“Dr. Talman Wheeler came to Nile in 1832. He engaged in commercial pursuits at Niles
and St. Joseph, and was prominent in the development of navigation on the St. Joseph
River. He build the first warehouse and foundry.”14

“Dr. Reuben Pierce came to New Buffalo in 1835, on the first vessel that ran into that
port. He practiced there with much success till 1840, when he removed to Terre Coupee,
and died in 1858. His son, Dr. Reuben W. Pierce, is now [1880] a practicing physician in
Buchanan.”14

“Dr. Amos S. Amsden, a native of New York, emigrated to St. Joseph in 1832, but did not
practice after coming to Michigan. He was identified with the progress of St. Joseph until
his death, which occurred at Millburg, in 1849.
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“The first physician to locate and practice in St. Joseph was Dr. B. Y. Boyd, from Kentucky,
who came in 1834, remained a few years, and went away, not having met with much
success.

“Dr. Lowell S. Lillibridge emigrated from Ohio in 1836. He commenced practice at St.
Joseph, and continued until 1849, when he removed to California. He was interested in
town affairs and filled several official 224 positions. He was a successful practitioner, and
commanded the respect and confidence of the community.”24

“Dr. Andrew J. Murray, who came from Pennsylvania about 1836, first opened an office at
Berrien Springs, where he practiced till about 1839. He then removed to St. Joseph, and
subsequently, in 1848, to Niles, where he died in 1854. He was a man of fine education,
good ability, and a successful practitioner. He represented his district in the Legislature in
1849.”

Dr. Chamberlain was associated with him in 1837.11

“Dr. James Bloodgood, a graduate of the New York College, came to Michigan about
1844, and located in practice at Niles, where he remained until 1854, when he removed to
Dowagiac, and practiced there until his death.

“Dr. Hiram B. Wilcox, a native of Ohio, graduated at Cleveland. In 1836 he came West,
settled in Indiana near the line of Michigan, and commenced a practice which extended
into the southern towns of Berrien County. In 1860 he removed to Three Oaks, where he
still resides [1880].

“Dr. Philetus P. Maillard, a native of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, came to Niles about 1840.
He was an eminent physician, and had practiced several years in the West Indies before
that time, but after his settlement at Niles he did very little in the way of his profession,
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though he was frequently called to counsel in dangerous cases. After residing several
years at Niles he returned to Philadelphia.

“Dr. Samuel Niles, a physician of the eclectic school, graduated at Laporte, Indiana. He
came to Niles about 1846, and commenced the practice of medicine. He was prominent
in educational affairs, and much interested in the public schools of Niles. He died about
1861."14

“Dr. J. W. Finley was a physician of considerable eminence before coming to Niles, having
previously practiced five years in Chillicothe, Ohio, and filled the chair of chemistry and
natural history in Dickinson College, Carlisle, Pennsylvania, from 1828 to 1830. He came
to Niles in 1835, and commenced a practice which continued without interruption for
twenty years. In 1855 he removed to Pittsburgh, and served three years as surgeon in

the army during the War of the Rebellion. In the year 1865 he resumed practice in Niles,
and in 1870 opened a drug store, in which he is still interested. Dr. Finley is now [1880] in
the city of Niles, though he retired from the active practice of his profession several years
ago.”14

Dr. Charles W. Angell practiced in Berrien Springs in 1848-1849.

In 1847 came Dr. Lyman A. Barnard, who between 1849 and 1856 “had the field to
himself.”14

He came to Berrien Springs at the time of its first settlement. He studied medicine, and
was admitted to practice in 1847, and became one of the village physicians. He was still
there in 1880, though not in practice.

Dr. J. L. Bugbee practiced one season there and Dr. S. C. Bartholomew for five years
(1850 to 1858).14
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Dr. Joe Camp came to Van Buren County from Ohio in 1846, practiced 225 in South
Haven, Breedsville, Lawrence, and Bangor. He lived for a time, about 1867, in Kalamazoo.

Dr. John W. Emory was graduated from Woodstock Medical College, New Hampshire. He
came to Paw Paw in 1848 and except for a brief interval practiced there “to the present
time [1880].”

Dr. George Bartholomew came from New York State to Keeler, Van Buren County, in
1846. He was in the employ of the Panama Railroad Company as physician for five years,
in charge of the hospital at Panama; returned in 1869 and “is still [1880] in practice in
Keeler.”14

Dr. C. P. Prindle practiced in Lawrence from 1848 until the fall of 1852.14

“According to the oldest residents the first physician in Van Buren County was a Dr. Barrett
[1835].” He practiced in Paw Paw a short time, then removed to Kalamazoo, where he
died.

Dr. Levi H. Warner practiced in the county from 1835 to 1837 or 1848.
Dr. Harvey Manley came to Breedsville from Ohio in 1837.

Dr. Torrey, a medical graduate in the East, practiced in Paw Paw for several years from
1837.

Dr. Josiah Andrews, a graduate of Fairfield Medical College, Herkimer County, New York,
located in Paw Paw in 1838. In after years he was associated with Dr. H. C. Clapp and
later (1880) with Dr. L. C. Woodman. He represented his district in the Legislature of
1846.14

Dr. J. H. Wheeler, the first permanent physician there, located in Watervliet in 1846.14
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Dr. C. C. Wallin bought a claim in the village of Buchanan in 1834. He lived and followed
his profession there for several years, then removed to Berrien Springs in 1843, opened
an office, and practiced until 1849. He later (1880) lived in Chicago.14

“Dr. C. H. Bostwick located in the central part of Weesaw Township about 1845. He is still
[1880] in practice, and resides in the same township, near the village of New Troy.”14

In the day-book of Walling and Lacey, headed “Pog-wa-tigue” (now Niles) occurs an entry
June 8, 1829, of the sale to Dr. James M. Martin of one saddle blanket and certain articles
apparently to be used in his practice. No further knowledge and certain physician can be
obtained.

In the same book under date of June 9, 1831, occurs the name of Dr. E. Winslow. He
was a native of Vermont, and came to practice in Niles in the spring of 1831. In the next
year he became associated with Dr. William B. Beeson. The latter soon afterward went
into partnership with his brother Jacob, in the mercantile business, and gave up practice.
Dr. Winslow remained at Niles until 1840, and then removed to Peoria, Illinois, where he
died.14

This is apparently the identical Dr. Winslow concerning whom the following mention is
made in Burton Historical Manuscript:

226

“Hanging on the wall in the office of Dr. Winslow in the Gladwin Building at the present
time [1925] is a diploma issued by the Medical Society of Michigan, dated July 23, 1830, to
the effect that Erasmus Winslow had studied Physick and Surgery as directed by law and
is entitled to practice in this territory. This certificate is signed by Randall S. Rice, John L.
Whiting, Marshall Chapin, and Stephen C. Henry.
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“Dr. Winslow was born in Vermont in 1808, and was a little more than 21 years of age
when he began the practice of medicine in Detroit.”

And it is doubtless he, who through the methods of bureaucracy, was gypped of a fee of
$150 for vaccinating Indians in 1831. At all event bushy whiskers must have grown on the
account by the fall of 1833. (See Chapter on Prevailing Diseases, under “Smallpox.”)

“Dr. Stillman Richardson studied medicine in the State of New York. He came to Michigan
in 1836, and located in Niles, where he continued in practice during the remainder of his
life. As a practitioner, he was quick to discern, prompt to act, and excellent in judgment. By
these qualities he rose to the first rank in his profession, and by his thorough honesty and
sturdy championship of the right on all occasions, he endeared himself in a remarkable
degree to the people among whom he lived’—but not to all of them, apparently. “An
ardent friend of temperature, he was sometimes extreme in his language and measures
denouncing friend and foe like if they opposed a principle of which he was the champion.
This made him many enemies among those who admired his pluck and ability, and
prevented his taking his place as a leader among men.” He died in 1875.14

“Dr. Morgan Enos settled in Pipestone, and commenced the practice of medicine in 1837.
He was a good physician, and for many years the only one in the township. He retired from
active practice a few years before his death, which occurred in 1868.

“He taught school early in life; attended medical lectures at Geneva College. In connection
with medical work he pursued that of farmer.

“He was a Whig, later a Republican; served in the State Legislature one term; held the
office of supervisor.

“He moved his family and possessions to a log house” in Pipestone.

“He was a skillful physician”—for many years the only one in that region.

Medical history of Michigan http://www.loc.gov/resource/lhbum.1995a



Library of Congress

A lad chopping wood severed a toe almost completely. It hung by a piece of skin. The
mother replaced and bandaged it. When Dr. Enos arrived he said, “Madam what did you
call me for? | couldn't do a neater job than that if | were to try a thousand years. That's
what | call ‘healing at the first touch.”

He was interested in a saw-mill and a grist-mill. He died in 1868.14

“Dr. J. H. Crawford came to Watervliet about 1841, and settled on a farm a mile south of
Coloma, not intending to follow his profession, but appeals were often made to him for aid,
and he finally yielded and practiced for several years. On account of sickness he returned
to Ohio, his former 227 place of residence, and was succeeded in Watervliet by Dr. J.H.
Wheeler, who came to that place in 1846.714

“Dr. Joel Loomis, an eclectic physician, came to Niles about 1848, and practiced there
many years. He died in 1876.

“Dr. Jabez Barron, an Englishman by birth, came to St. Joseph in 1838, and practiced
medicine in that place till December, 1839, when he removed to Niles and continued in
practice till his death, which occurred about twenty years later.

“Dr. David B. Crane, a native of New Jersey, graduated at Fairfield Medical College,
Herkimer County, New York, and practiced in that State for several years. In 1832 he
came to Albion, Calhoun County, Michigan, where he practiced till about 1852, when he
removed to St. Joseph, where he is till [1880] residing, at the age of seventy-seven years.
Dr. Crane is a fine scholar, an accomplished linguist, and during the many years of his
practice has been regarded as an excellent physician.”24

Dr. Stillman Ralph was born at Reading. Vermont. November 7, 1803; taught school for a
time; graduated in medicine at Waterville, Maine, in 1830; practiced at Canandaigua, New
York; came to Moscow Plains, then to Jonesville, where he resided from 1840 to 1847.
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He was representative from Hillsdale County in 1837 and in 1855-1856.29

Dr. Pliny Power was born in Vermont in 1798; practiced as physician in Tioga County,
Pennsylvania; moved to Oakland County, Michigan, about 1840, and to Detroit
subsequently.

He was county physician of Wayne County in 1852; representative from Oakland County
in 1844 and from Wayne County, 1855-1856.29

Dr. John W. Phelps, born in Seneca County, New York, June 14, 1819, came to Michigan
with his father, who settled in Plymouth in 1829. He studied medicine and engaged in
practice in Mason in 1841.

He was several times Justice of the Peace and representative Ingham County in the
Legislature of 1859-1860.29

Dr. John Roberts was born in Warwick, Bucks County, Pennsylvania, March 17, 1812. He
came to Jonesville, Michigan, in 1849, to Hastings in 1845, and practiced medicine. He
was appointed examining surgeon of Barry County at the close of the war and continued in
that office until his death, December 18, 1886.

He was Postmaster of Hastings from 1847 to 1851 and from 1869 to 1876; was Senator
from the Twenty-first District, 1857-1858.29

Dr. Henry L. Joy of Marshall (1822-189) was born at Ludlowville, New York. He was
educated at the Ovid Academy and at Lennox, Massachusetts, and received the degree
the degree of B.A. at Union College in 1844; was in college “a prime social favorite.” He
studied medicine at Bellevue, New York, and Jefferson, Philadelphia, and was graduated
from the latter school in 1849. He came that year to Marshall. Ten years later he pursued
postgraduate studies in New York.
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He took lively interest in public affairs (See “Extra-Professional Activities”), was sometime
president of the United States Pension Examining Board and of the Calhoun County
Medical Society; was affiliated with the State Medical Society, and the National Academy
of Medicine; was for years a member of the Vestry of Trinity Church.

He “was gifted with a clear, strong mind and was always a great reader, student and
thinker.” He was “broad, generous, and ever charitable in his judgments.” He married
Caroline Schuyler of Buffalo. They had five sons, one of whom, Dr. Douglass A. Joy, died
in 1887.31

Dr. Abner Hayward came to Mt. Clemens in 1830.21

Dr. Stephen B. Thayer from Geneva College where he had spent the winter, located at
Climax in 1841 and moved to Battle Creek in 1845.1

Dr. Atlee of Philadelphia engaged temporarily with Dr. Thayer in 1844.1

In the “Laws and Ordinances of the Medical Society of the Territory of Michigan,” minutes
of which are preserved in the Medical Science Department of the Detroit Public Library,
there is record of the following licenses to practice. They are attested by Dr. R. S. Rice,
Secretary.

Dr. Lewis F. Starkey, May 10, 1836.

Dr. Uriah Upjohn, May 26, 1836.

Dr. John Brigham Scovel, July 25, 1836.

Dr. Chas. Shepherd (Shepard?), July 18, 1836.

Dr. George B. Russell, June 9, 1836.
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Dr. Palmer (A. B. probably), February 28, 1838.

Dr. Dennis Cooley, a pioneer physician of Macomb County, was born in Massachusetts in
1789, located in Washington Township in 1827, died in 1860.

Dr. Samuel W. Pattison died October 23, 1881, aged 84 years and 4 months. He had
resided in Michigan forty-five years, nine years in Fentonville and Owosso, and thirty-six
years in Ypsilanti.31

Dr. Alonzo Platt came to Ann Arbor in 1832 and moved to Grand Rapids in 1842. In 1883
he was the oldest surviving practitioner except Dr. Charles Shepard. He was greatly
esteemed.31

“Dr. Foster was the first occupant of this house” (in the wilderness where Battle Creek now
stands). This was in the fall of 1831. “He [Dr. Foster] lived there a short time and then went
to Otsego. What interest Dr. Foster had at Battle Creek at this time, if he had any, who
knows?”31 (A. D. P. Van Buren Annals.)

The following physicians were residents of Kalamazoo in 1846: Drs. Starkweather,
Sprague, Howard, J. Adams Allen, Starkey, Stewart, Sill, and Swan.31

Dr.Lewis F. Starkey, born in New Hampshire, in 1801, studied medicine at Norwich, New
York, and Philadelphia, came with his family to Detroit in 1836 and settled in Kalamazoo in
1837, where he practiced his profession until his death in 1848.

He was Senator from the Fifth District, 1843-1844.29
229

The following extracts are from “Early Days in Detroit.” Friend Palmer performed a distinct
service to history in writing this very readable book.
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“Dr. Starkey was an ophthalmologist and associated with Dr. E. A.Theller” (of “Patriot War”
fame).

“Dr. Hall was prominent physician here in 1837.
“Dr. Fay, a distinguished physician.

Dr. G. B. Russell “built a fine brick residence adjoining what remained of old Fort Shelby
[Fort and Shelby Streets]. He “married Miss Anne Davenport.”

Dr. George B. Russell, at that time in partnership with Dr. A. R. Terry of Detroit, gave
the wounded surgical attention and amputated several arms that had been mangled by
the British grapeshot in the Patriot War of 1838. He wa present at the two hundredth
anniversary of the discovery of Lake St. Clair at Grouse Pointe in 1879.

His early turned his attention to industrial affairs and eventually amassed a competence
notwithstanding early vicissitudes incident to the lives of geniuses. In more than one
instance he experienced the wrestling from him of the fruits of invention, and saw profits
upon the manufacture of articles of his devising go to others.

In a moment of depression he once remarked to a son, “I have no luck and matters
constantly go against me. I'm satisfied that if | had been born a woman, | should have
been betrayed and abandoned.”

Dr. Michael A. Patterson was born in Eaton, Pennsylvania, March 11, 1840; graduated at
the University of Pennsylvania, practiced in Western New York for four years, then settled
in Tecumseh. (See reference to Black Hawk War.)

He was member of the Board of Regents of the University of Michigan, 1840-1842 and
1852-1858, representative from Lenawee Company, 1846, and Senator from the Third
District, 1844-1845.29
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Dr. Patterson was a frequent contributor to the medical periodicals of Michigan, both
original matter and abstracts and selections from journals outside the State.

Dr. John Ellis, in the thirties, “was almost the first homeopathic physician in Michigan. His
residence was on the corner of Woodward and Congress Streets in a wooden building.”3

It is our sad duty to chronicle in this issue the death of our senior editor, Dr. John Henry
Beech, of Coldwater. On Friday evening, the 11th inst, he was confined to his bed with
what proved to be double pneumonia, and on the following Thursday, the 17th inst, death
closed the scene.

This is the brief record of the termination of a great and good life. Although Dr. Beech

had reached three score years, none who were familiar with his wiry, active frame, and
clear-cut, vigorous mind, but will feel that his death was premature. There are few, of our
Michigan readers, at least, to whom the announcement of this death will not occasion a
shock, for none 230 knew the man but to honor and respect him. He was one of nature's
noble-men—one in whom the elements were so kindly mixed that all the world might stand
up and say: This was a man.

Dr. Beech was born in the township of Gaines, Orleans County, New York, September

24, 1819. He was the son of Dr. Jesse Beech, who died when John was but ten years

of age. It was the father's desire that the son should not be a physician unless his own
inclinations tended strongly that way. The father left his family in straitened circumstances,
and their support devolved on the lad. The thirst for knowledge, however, could not be
guenched by adversity, and, in course of time, he had fitted himself in Gaines Academy
for the sophomore year in Union College. Circumstances prevented a full collegiate
course, and compelled his entrance upon the study of the profession of his choice. He
graduated in April, 1841, at Albany Medical College, and then commenced practice in his
native place, where he continued until 1850, when he removed to this State, settling at
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Coldwater, where he died, and where he had established for himself a reputation as one of
the leading physicians and surgeons of Michigan.

Dr. Beech became a member of the American Medical Association in 1854, and has been
a member of the Michigan State Medical Society since its foundation. In all schemes

for the advancement of educational interests, both of his own immediate neighborhood
and of the State at large, he was deeply and actively interested. As a writer he was a
model of keenness and directness. He was peculiarly sharp in controversy, but the innate
gentleness of his nature restrained from inflicting needless pain on an adversary. His
contributions to medical journals are numerous, and the appearance of the name of J.

H. Beech at the head of an article ensured for it a careful reading. When the Michigan
Medical New was founded, his active codperation was cheerfully enlisted and our readers
will miss him.

Dr. Beech was a man of profound religious convictions. He cherished a deep faith in the
religion of Jesus Christ. He was an active member of the Presbyterian Church, and was
foremost in all philanthropic enterprises. His charity was profuse, and often did the he
burden and deny himself for others.

A sketch of Dr. Beech's life would be very incomplete without a reference to his war
record, a record which has endeared his name to the citizen soldiers of Michigan.

We give way here to one who offers his tribute to the memory of an old companion in the
days that tried men's souls—Dr. C. C. Yemans, Second Lieutenant Company D of the 24th
Michigan:

“Time passes swiftly, and removes from among us those men whom it should ever be
our pleasure to honor—the men who took honorable part in the stirring times of war, and
then returned to civil life to adorn each his peaceful calling, and contribute, in honorable
methods, to the general good. Notably of them is the name of J. H. Beech, M.D., our
confrére in all good works. The non -combatant part of our army served with loyalty and
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fidelity our country, after suffering all the privations, hardships and pains of campaign
231 or prison. The medical staff had the privations and its honors. Others will write of

Dr. Beech in private and professional life. | shall write of him as Surgeon of the 24th
Michigan Volunteers. My contributions to his biography is rather the aspect in which he
appears to the unprofessional observer. Dr. Beech had associated with him as Assistant
Surgeons, Dr. A. Collar, of Wayne, and Dr. C. C. Smith, of Redford, both gentlemen held
in high esteem by their comrades. The regiment was raised in Wayne County, and Dr.
Beech was appointed from Coldwater. What caused his appointment | do not know, but
the regiment had cause for thankfulness for this wise selection. | do not know where he
joined us, but it was my good fortune to make his acquaintance as we took the train from
Cleveland, Ohio. He was a frail, thoughtful man, unobtrusive, patient and studious. His
love for his profession was an enthusiasm. His kindness was womanly. His relation to
the regiment caused him to be serious, as one carrying great care with carefulness; yet
he was approachable and kind always. As a counselor he was wise in his advice. He
was a man careful of detail. This led him to two great virtues: First, he planned for camp;
advised the men how to try to save themselves from impending disaster, in case of severe
wounds, i. e., to prevent hemorrhage, etc; and then (second) he was good in diagnosis.

| think no fatigue or indisposition could cause him to be careless of one who needed
attention. He was a skilled operator, with more than usual conservatism, in time of battle.
In short, | cannot analyze my friend. He had the qualities of heart and head which caused
all to trust in him, and | am sure many grave men will shed a tear to his memory as each
shall read of the death of the Surgeon. He passed through the war, assumed the duties
of his profession, and | leave others to tell how he was received and regarded by those
most capable of weighing his merits. | know—all honor to others!—no man was more
highly respected by his comrates, more tenderly loved, and no one will be more sincerely
mourned.”20

Dr. S. P. Choate died at Three Rivers, May 20, 1893, aged 86 years, 9 months. He had
been a resident of Three Rivers for fifty-four years.
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Dr. Abel Millington was born at Rutland, Vermont, February 5 1787. He became a
physician and moved to Ypsilanti, Michigan, in 1826, thence to St. Charles, lllinois, in
1838.

He was sometime Sheriff of Washtenaw County, and was a member of the Legislative
Council, 1834-1835.20

In the History of Medical Practice in lllinois, it is recorded that “Dr. Abel Millington, a
Vermonter, had practiced medicine in the east and came west to invest in the growing
community [St. Charles] after he had made a consideration sum in practice at Ypsilanti.”

Dr. Edwin Stewart (1819-1896) taught school at Pine Lake, Oakland County, in 1839;
came to Kalamazoo in 1840; attended the branch of the State University at Kalamazoo,
was graduated in medicine at Rush, Chicago, in 1850, and practiced medicine afterward
at Mendon; was postmaster there 232 in President Garfield's Administration; was
representative from St., Joseph County, 1861-1862 to 1865-1866.

He wrote, “Age has its consolations, for when the twilight of our existence on earth is
shining around us and the world diminishes and grows dark, the less we feel its loss for
the dawn of the next world grows clearer and clearer.”29,31

Dr. Stewart's diary and the originals of cuts herewith were supplied through the courtesy
of his granddaughter, Mrs. E. L. Stewart of Marquette, to whom grateful acknowledgment
is made, as well as to Professor L. A. Chase, corresponding secretary of the Marquette
Historical Society, who secured them.

Mendon Postoffice. Dr. Edwin Stewart, Postmaster

Edwin Stewart was born in Cambria, Niagara County, New York, April 28, 1819, and was
the eldest of a family f nine children. He early learned independence and became self-
reliant and self-supporting. A memorandum of dates and employment compiled quite
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recently by his own hand, covered a period of three score years. It is a record of hard

work and physical labor along many lines, not altogether congenial to one ambitious for

an education. We see him teaching winter schools and working on farms in summer,

or attending school a portion of the year and alternating study with manual labor, but
always with a definite end in view, the achievement of knowledge and a fitness to enter the
profession of Medicine.

He came west in 1838 and to Kalamazoo in 1840. Six years later he studied in the office of
D. Thayer at Battle Creek. Two years after graduation he located in Mendon, and brought
here his young wife, a former pupil, Miss Frances Amelia Holden. Three children were
born to them, a little daughter dying in infancy, but their eldest child, Nelson, grew to
manhood 233 always lived near them and died at their home. One son remains to comfort
his mother, Edwin Stewart of Mancelona.

Dr. Stewart rose by his own exertion, intellect and integrity from a poor boy, to became a
man esteemed in his profession and honored by the people among whom he lived, filing
several offices of trust and importance. He was often member of state or local boards.
Politically he was always an ardent Republican. He was a member of the Episcopal
church, which he joined in 1867, and his funeral services were conducted at that church,
March 10, by the rector, Rev. C. R. Taylor.

His absorbing passion was his love of the medical profession and he wrote of it to his son,
as the “most ennobling of all the professions” and held in the high esteems of a true man,
the intimate, delicate and sympathetic relations

Dr. Edwin Stewart's Home,Mendon, Michigan Dr. Stewart is seated in the buggy

between a physician and his patients. His death came as a personal loss to many who
mourn a friend as well as a physician.
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His closing years were quiet and peaceful, and when the shadows of the Dark Valley fell
athwart is path, he caught the light from the Great Beyond.

Phillips Brooks said of such a life, “Whoever walks wisely and lovingly upon this planet, is
near the bosom of its Maker. Thus living he can consent to die, because in the realism of
the grave his faithful heart is still with God.”

In his diary (1888) are entries significant of contrast between the “then and now” reactions
on the part of physician to so-called “spiritual” stimuli.

Although it is “cold,” January 11, the notation is made “Took subscription to Living Church
to....”

January 16.—“Sent $4.00 to Living Church paper.”
March 31.—“Attended Church with E—'s folks.”

April 1—"Attended Church early communion and morning prayer.”
234

April 8.—“Went to M. E. Meeting A. M. to Congregational in evening. The M. E. minister
says the Wesleys are the founders of our Church.”

August 12 (Sunday).—"“Heard B. C. B. in evening.”
September 30.—“Attended the M. E. Church.”
October 14.—“Attended Congregational in even.”
November 19.—“Reuv. ... called.”

November 23.—“Church services at H—'s.”
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As in every physician's life there were pronounced periods of depression and the “silver
lining” was all too frequently obscured.

January 28.—“Lazy, discouraged, nothing to do and no courage to do, neglecting even the
little 1 might do.”

March 7.—“Attended funeral of Mrs. W " 8.—"Called to see Think he will die
soon. Very sad.” (He was buried eleven days later.) 26.—“L F's wife buried.” 28.
—"Have seen nobody's tongue to-day.”

April 13—*Mrs. A died.” April 14.—Mrs. L , W 's sister, died of cancer.”
18.—“No work today.” 25.—“Nelson came home on No. 5 with sore throat. Has a

hard cold.” 26.—"“Nelson no better. Fever high. Took bath and went to bed in a faint.
Discouraged. Crepitation in right lung. Temperature high. | am alarmed.” 27.—“Nelson
getting worse.” 28.—"Silence is appropriate. Nelson worse.” 28.—“My boy is going to die.
What shall we do?”

May 3.—“I have just buried my boy, my poor handsome boy of whom | was so proud and
now | am broken hearted.” 18.—“No medical work today.” 24.—“Big day for races.” 26.
—"Last day of the races.” 30.—“Decoration services largely attended.”

July 5.—"Last of the strawberries.”

August 3.—“Sold my oats $3.00.” 7.—"Attended H——'s funeral.” 15.—"“Attended Pioneer
meeting at Long Lake.” 21.—"Attended children's concert.” 29.—“Nelson my beautiful boy
was born 27 years ago to-day.”

On September 4th, he made two prescriptions at 50 cents each, on the following day one,
and one visit ($1.00). His visits were as a rule one or two, on occasions three, rarely four.
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September 9.—“Heard a tree toad, the first in many weeks.” 17.—"Excursion to Perry, N.
Y.” 25.—“Burrows spoke in the Rink.”

October 3.—“Democratic rally.” Being a staunch republican it is doubtful if he attended
this. At all events he records no impressions.

November 6.—“Election day.” 13.—“Republican jubilee.”

December 4.—“Found presentation 2 weeks ago. 12 hours before birth felt the pulse at
the fontanelles.” 14.—“Attended Home Concert.” 18.— “Went to Sturgis with Mattie who
started for her father's in lowa. Our beautiful Grand Child is gone. Poor Mattie.”

Among his recorded prescriptions for diphtheria is one of lodine 30 minims, Water 1 oz,
apply with swab every hour. Also “take whisky &” (illegible).

235

A Civil War-time Revenue Measure License for one year granted to Dr. Edwin Stewart
236

For puerperal fever “Hot water injections with Boroglyceride. Give Antifebrine.”

For skin diseases “Lac Sulphur gr. 30 Carb. ammonium grs. 30 Petrolatum oz. 1, Perfume
g.s.”

For erysipelas “Carbolic Acid 15 to 25 grs. Glycerine 1 oz. Apply with brush every 2 hours.”

He had no prejudice against whisky, which he prescribed for colds in connection with
paregoric, glycerine and chloroform. The obligation (or something) which the medical
profession owes to the prohibitionists in its ranks is cumulative and overwhelming and will
be “liquid” (ated) with difficulty. Practical pioneering had its immediate compensations.
The advantages (or otherwise) of theoretic pioneering are enjoyed (or endured) at distant
periods of time.
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Dr. Joseph Woodman came to Michigan in the fall of 1837 and settled in Novi, Oakland
County, where he died, August 13, 1828.

Dr. James Hyde of Eaton Rapids, was born in Wilsonburg, New Hampshire, in 1833, and
came to Michigan with his parents when nine years of age.31

Dr. Lenora Foster, who was graduated from Vermont Medical College in 1840 and who
settled in Otsego, Allegan County in 1845, died October 30, 1893, aged 78 years, 3
months. He was president of the Allegan County Medical Society in 1851, the Kalamazoo
Medical Society in 1865 and was first vice-president of the Michigan State Medical Society
in 1871.31

Dr. John De Lamater of Huguenot ancestry, born in Pompey, New York, first came to
Michigan in 1834. He returned to New York State, attended Cazenovia Seminary and was
later graduated in medicine at Castleton, Vermont. He began practice in “Jacksonburgh”
and continued therein for several years until compelled to abandon it on account of

ill health. Then he moved to a farm in Brooklyn, where he lived until 1878. He died in
Jackson December 30, 1900.31

Dr. John H. Montgomery, born August 22, 1811, at Lodi, Seneca County, New York, came
to Marshall in 1835 with a “host of bright, enterprising men of that day to the new and wild
but attractive territory of Michigan.”

“He built the residence in which he died in 1850 and for these many years he has met
his loved friends with open handed hospitality and his numerous patients with kindly,
sympathetic grasp, hopeful words and never failing skill at his open door.”

“He was a lively, entertaining talker and possessed a large fund of anecdote and a rare
good humor that made him a favorite in any company.”
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He was a member of the County Medical and State Medical Societies; was Senior Warden
of Trinity Church. He died October 25, 1887.31

Dr. Charles P. McSherry was the first physician to settle in Muskegon (1849) and for many
years was a widely known practitioner.31

237

Dr. Dwight Boyden Nims was born September 12, 1808, at Conway, Franklin County,
Massachusetts. His parents were James Nims and Lucy Boyden Nims, who were born,
married, lived and died in old age at the same place. According to the family traditions, his
ancestors came from England in early colonial times, and settled near Boston.

He received the benefits of the district school system of education which prevailed
throughout New England; when old enough to labor, worked on a farm in summer and
attended school in winter. He also was a pupil at the Deerfield, Massachusetts, Academy
for three years. He thus received a good, substantial, common school education, under the
severe training which was in those days in vogue. In the winter of 1829 he taught a district
school in the town of Windsor, Franklin County, Massachusetts.

In May, 1830, he left Massachusetts, and, in the parlance of that time, “moved west,”
taking up his residence at Manlius, Onondaga County, New York. He there taught school
for a time at a place then called Eagle Village.

In the summer of 1831 he commenced the study of his life's profession in the office of
Dr. Henry B. Moore, of Manlius, with whom, he, however, remained but a few months,
thence going into the office of Dr. and Hon. William Taylor. With this eminent physician
he remained until the completion of his preparatory studies. He attended his first course
of medical lectures at the College of Physicians and Surgeons, Western District, located
at Fairfield, Herkimer County, New York. His second course was had at the Berkshire
Medical Institution, Pittsfield, Massachusetts, from which he graduated with credit, and
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received his diploma as an M.D., in June, 1833. While at the first named college he

had the benefit of lectures from the following eminent professors: T. Romeyn Beck, W.
Willoughby, John DeLamater, James McNaughton, and James Hadley. At the Berkshire
Institution the following was the composition of the faculty: Drs. H. H. Childs, Chester
Dewey, Willard Parker, and Elisha Bartlett; Rev. Mark Hopkins was president, as well as of
Williams College.

On receiving his diploma, he commenced the practice of medicine at Manlius, New York,
and after a few months became associated in business with his former preceptor, Dr.
William Taylor, who was at that time a member of Congress.

In September (8), 1834, he was married to Miss Anna A. White, of Manlius. In September,
1835, he removed to Michigan and first settled at Clinton, Lenawee County, and became
associated in business with Dr. Alonzo Cressey, then a member of the Michigan
Legislature. In 1839 he removed to Homer, Calhoun County, Michigan, where he remained
for many years. Soon after arriving there, he formed a partnership with Dr. Vernon Parks,
which continued, however, something less than two years. He was postmaster at Homer
during the administrations of Franklin Pierce and James Buchanan. He removed from
Homer to Jackson, Michigan, in December, 1864.

Dr. Nims always took a close and active interest in the development and 238 welfare of
medical science. He was a member of the Onondaga County (New York) Medical Society,
the Calhoun County (Michigan) and Jackson County (Michigan) Medical Societies; and

of the latter was the efficient president for four years. He was elected a member of the
American Medical Association in 1856, of the Michigan State Medical Society in 1872, and
in 1878 a member of its Judicial Council.

While he was never a man of strong body and vigorous health, yet he was always
free from serious infirmity or disease, a fact due, probably, to his careful, regular, and
temperate habits, persistently observed through life, and the total disuse of ardent spirits
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and tobacco. In 1859 he had the misfortune, as the result of a fall, to receive a fracture of
the left femur at its neck, a casualty which has been the occasion of much inconvenience
and suffering since, and from which he never wholly recovered.

Dr. Nims had always been in country practice; had incurred through many years the
toils, anxieties, inconveniences and troubles of all kinds that beset the pioneers of the
profession in Michigan, and which carried so many to early graves.

Through a long and busy life his whole heart and soul have been given to his profession.
While the record of such a life may not exhibit many startling cases of success in medical
or surgical practice, yet as a chronicle of continuous toil, fidelity, and devotion to the cause
of human life, it merits our honor and our homage. In later years he made a specialty of
diseases of women.

Dr. Nims was very reticent in speech, and unobtrusive in manner, yet his heart was full of
kindness and sympathy, as the true physician's heart always is. He always succeeded in
maintaining a good understanding with his brethren, and securing their unfailing respect
for his professional courtesy and ability; especially in consultations were his courtesy and
fairness deserving the highest commendations.

Since 1850 he was a regular attendant upon the services of the Episcopal Church. His
family consists of his wife and three children—two sons and one daughter, all in mature
life.

Dr. Nims died at Jackson, April 15, 1879, of pneumonia, after an illness of only five days.
He was interred at Jackson.

Resolutions of respect to his memory and worth were passed by the Jackson County
Medical Society.85
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Dr. Nathan Mitchell died at his home, at Colon, St. Joseph County, Michigan, January 26,
1879, in the seventy-first year of his age.

He was born November 27, 1808, in the town of Calais, Washington County, State

of Vermont. His father being a farmer, he was early trained to agricultural pursuits,

which he followed until he became of age, securing at the same time more than an
average education from the limited educational advantages of those days. He immediately
commenced the study of medicine, and in 1830 entered the Middlebury Medical College
and graduated in 1834, starting immediately for the far west, as it was considered in those
239 times, and locate in Trumbull, Ashtabula county, Ohio, and practiced his profession
successfully in that place for five years.

“In 1839 he came to Michigan, and located in Colon, St. Joseph County, where he has
been ever since. Commencing, as he did, with the early settlers, he shared all the ups and
downs of a new country with them, and for forty years has been a faithful physician to the
people, riding far and near in an early day to relieve suffering, and ofttimes without money
and without price.

“The doctor was a careful student, possessing a very active and retentive mind, ever
anxious to grasp all the advancements in the science of his profession. He was a member
of the St. Joseph Valley Medical Society and the Michigan State Medical Association.

“About two years ago a cancer made its appearance on his lip, and steadily progressed,
destroying all the lower portion of his face, gums, jaw and neighboring lymphatic
ganglions. The doctor bore his affliction in a remarkable manner. He suffered one
operation in its early stage, and used all the means he could command to arrest the
disease, but to no purpose, and for the last few months he patiently awaited the slow but
sure result.

“He was a successful physician, and highly esteemed by the profession.”35
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Dr. Morse Stewart (1818-1906) was born at Penn Yan, New York, July 5, 1818, of Scotch-
Irish ancestry who had lived more than a hundred years in Connecticut ere moving to

the wilderness of west New York. His general education was obtained at a preparatory
school in Pittsfield, Massachusetts, and Hamilton College, New York, where he completed
the regular course at the age of twenty. He began medical studies with Dr. Samuel

Foote, of Jamestown, New York, took three courses at Geneva Medical College, at
Geneva, New York, and took his M.D. in 1841. After doing postgraduate work he settled
in Detroit, Michigan, in 1842. The same year he was licensed to practice by the Michigan
Medical Society. He was a founder for the first and second epochs of the Wayne County
(Michigan) Medical Society, a founder of the Sydenham Medical Society of Detroit, a
founder of the Detroit Medical Society and its first president.

Dr. Stewart was very active during the epidemics of Asiatic cholera, 1849-1854, and
recognized the first case of cerebro-spinal meningitis occurring in Detroit. Dr. Stewart

was about five feet, nine inches tall, of spare and slender build, large head covered with
abundant hair, high forehead, prominent nose, firm, sensitive mouth and chin, always

a smooth shaven face, fine blue eyes protected by projecting bone and eyebrows. His
carriage and manner were characteristics of an old-time educated gentleman. He was
crippled in many ways by deafness, and a temper which occasionally got the best of

him. Dr. Stewart was married twice; first to Miss Hastings, by whom he had no children;
second to Isabella, daughter of Reverend George Duffield. She died in 1888 leaving three
sons and two daughters. Two of the sons, Morse, Jr., and Duffield, became physicians.
Dr. Stewart and his second wife were large factors in the founding and conduct of the
Detroit Home for the 240 Friendless; the Thompson Home for Old Ladies; and Harper
Hospital (Detroit). Except for them the money for Harper Hospital would have gone to
endow the First Presbyterian Church. Dr. Morse Stewart practiced till October 3, 1906,
when feeling weary he lay down to rest; and on October 9, quietly passed to the unknown.
Most of his papers and addresses were never published, for in the period of his greatest
productiveness, the facilities for publication were meager and he had an extreme modesty.
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Follows a list reprinted from the Biographical Cyclopedia of Michigan, West Publishing Co.,
New York and Detroit, 1900.5

MEDICAL SOCIETY OF JACKSON COUNTYBE IT KNOWN,THAT John M. Lean

is @ memberof this Society, and we do cheerfullyrecommend him to all professors of
Philosophyand Medicine. In testimony ofwhich, the President has hereunto subscribedhis
name, and affixed the seal ofthe Society, this 25th day of April in the year of our Lord 1848
G. W. Gorhay Sec'y :J.G. CornellPresident.

JACKSON CO. MEDICAL SOCIETY.
Courtesy Jackson County Medical Society Certificate of Dr. John McLean

Dr. John McLean according to the Medical History of lllinois, Volume |, Page 205, was
born at Caledonia, Livingston County, New York, June 25, 1814; received a certificate
from Herkimer County Medical Society which entitled him to practice medicine, moved to
Jackson, Michigan, in 1837, received a certificate from Jackson County Medical Society
in 1839; practiced there until 1871; died March 10, 1879. He held the professorship of
materia medica and therapeutics in Rush Medical College from 1843 to 1855, when he
resigned.

Of Dr. J. G. Cornell, whose name is signed to the McLean certificate, Dr. Philip Riley,
secretary of the Jackson County Medical Society, writes: He “came to Jackson County,
Spring Arbor township, from New York State, 241 in the late thirties and died there in
1857. He was the first president of the Jackson County Medical Society. His son, George,
graduated in medicine at Ann Arbor and practiced all his life at St. Clair, Michigan. He died
there in the late seventies. George had a son, Grey Cornell, who also studied medicine ... |
believe he was at the hospital at Grayling within the last two or three years.”

“J. G. Cornell was also the first president of the Jackson County Agricultural Society at its
inception in the thirties.”
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“James Porter Greves, M.D., was familiarly known as the ‘Father of Riverside,’and well he
deserved the title. He was the real founder of the Colony Association, the first to visit and
select the lands, and the first to occupy them, camping upon the desert plain now occupied
by the city of Riverside [September 19, 1870]. For nearly twenty years his life and life's
efforts were intimately interwoven with the history of Riverside and the colony. No man in
the community was better known or more universally respected and esteemed than he.

“Dr. Greves was born in Skaneateles, Onondaga County, New York, September 6, 1810.
When a youth he was apprenticed to a printer in Utica, N. Y., and served four years. In
1828 he began the study of medicine under the tutorship of Dr. Batchelor, a well known
physician of that city, and at the age of twenty-one graduated from the Fairfield Medical
College, and commenced the practice of his profession. In 1833 he married Miss Helen
Sandford, a native of Ovid, New York, and moved to Marshall, Michigan; there he followed
his profession until the summer of 1845, when he moved to Milwaukee, and practiced
medicine there until 1859; then went to St. Louis. ... In 1862 his health failed and during
the next seven years he lived in several places in pursuit of health. ... When in New York
he and Judge J. W. North conceived the idea of a colony in Southern California. He
spent the winter of 1869-1870 in Marshall, Michigan, where he got up an excursion trip

to California in April, 1870, composed of nearly one hundred persons. Judge North, Dr.
Sanford Eastman and wife, E. G. Brown, A. J. Twogood and Dr. Greves proceeded direct
to Los Angeles and explored that region for a suitable location of a colony.

“Not being satisfied, E. G. Brown and Dr. Greves visited the present site of Riverside,
and, being pleased, induced Judge North also to examine it. This was June 24, 1870.
Negotiations were commenced for the purchase of about 8,000 acres of land, and were
concluded September 13, 1870, and on the nineteenth of the same month Judge North
and Dr. Greves arrived on the ground, and camped in the open air where the center of the
business district is now located.
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“Having found the long sought for health resort, the Doctor turned his attention to fruit
raising, and was one of the first to enter into horticultural pursuits. In this and the sale of
land he was quite successful. ... He was the first postmaster appointed in Riverside, and
filled the office for ten years.

242

“He was also a member of the first Board of City Trustees elected in the city, and in
political matters was a strong Republican.

“The Doctor conducted his business enterprises until 1887, and was then compelled on
account of ill health to retire from active pursuits ... He died in Riverside, September 25,
1889...."

The foregoing is from the “History of Southern California.” Acknowledgment is made to Mr.
Arthur Hurd of Los Angeles.

Dr. Charles S. Burton died at Hastings, December 11, 1902, aged 78 years. He was
born at Waterloo, New York and was of English ancestry. He was a pioneer homeopathic
physician in Michigan. He spent several years with his wife and oldest son, Charles,

in California, and Clarence M. was born at Whiskey Diggings, that State. Returning

to Michigan, he edited one of the first newspapers in the State, and was prominent in
political work according to his beliefs. He was a strong advocate of education, giving his
children many advantages along these lines. He leaves four living children, Charles F.
and Clarence M. of Detroit; Edward A. of Hastings, and Mrs. Ellen B. Judson of Lansing,
Michigan.31

Dr. Francis John Higginson, born in Massachusetts in 1804 and a graduate in the Arts and
in Medicine at Harvard, came to Grand Rapids in 1835.
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After practicing his profession “in this wilderness” amongst “a sparse population largely
made up of Indians,” he tired of the frontier and returned to what was at that time the not
so effete East.

He was a member of the Board of Regents of the University of Michigan, 1840-1841. He
died in Boston in 1872.29

Dr. Chauncey B. Goodrich, born in the State of New York in 1818, represented Allegan
County in the legislature of 1857-1858. He practiced medicine in Allegan County from
1842 until 1871 when his death occurred. “He was the first physician in Saugatuck.”29

The following account of a unique character is contributed to “Michigan Pioneer
Collections”: Whence is thy learning? hath thy toilO'er books consumed the midnight oil?
Hast thou old Greece and Rome surveyed?And the vast sense of Plato weighed?Hast
Socrates thy soul refined,And hast thou fathomed Tully's mind?Or like the wise Ulysses
thrown,By various fates, on realms unknown,Hast thou through many cities strayed, Their
customs, laws, and manner weighed?”

How many people in southwestern Michigan still carry a vivid picture in their memory of a
Quaker-garbed, small-sized man, mounted on an Arabian horse that he was accustomed
to ride for many years along the roads and byways of the country? He had no home, kith
or kin, save those he found with some settler at the end of each day’ wanderings. All that
most people knew and could say of this quiet man was, “That is old Doctor Lamborn!”
The epithet “old” was from custom; he was then about forty years of age. 243 But those
words, “Old Doctor Lamborn,” comprised an odd compound of vast learning, shrewdness,
conceit, love of argument, and an acrid directness in answering question, or giving his
opinion without stint or favor, and no one ever conversed with him five minutes without
being impressed with the idea that he had met a remarkable man: It mattered not what
subject was broached, he not only seemed familiar with it, but thoroughly versed in it.

His knowledge was at once vast and various. He had mastered history, politics, law,
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metaphysics, moral science, and almost every other branch of knowledge, which enabled
him to display an erudition as marvelous as it was varied in kind. No one knew this strange
personage, as we have said, save by the name of “Old Doctor Lamborn”; and in the old
settler's imagination that name might represent some astrologer or philosopher, a Wayland
Smith, or cynic Diogenes, who, by some trick of anachronism, has strayed down to us
from the olden time. In fact, one had but to change the circumstances of his birth, give him
the “tub, wallet and staff,” and the old doctor could have played the rdle of Diogenes to

the satisfaction of all Greece. He could handle the topics of the day better than any man |
ever knew; and as to getting to the limits of his learning or scientific knowledge, or getting
him off his feet by question or argument, you might as well have tried the trick on old Parr
or Parson. It was useless to say “it was only a wonderful memory.” Men of eminence in
the various departments of learning who knew him, said that he was the most learned

and best informed man they ever met. He was supposed to have come into this State

on horseback, an unknown Quaker knight errant, a strange, mysterious man, without a
local habitation, or a name save that of “Old Doctor Lamborn.” And the kind of mystery
that clung to him, in regard to who he was, invested him and all he did with a kind of weird
charm. A gentle rap at the door of a settler's log house, perhaps late in the evening, and
on answering it, a small man in Quaker dress saluted one with, “Good evening to thee,
sir,” and kindly asked for entertainment for himself over night and provender for his horse.

| was at the farm home of my brother-in-law, Edwin Dickinson, in Battle Creek, sometime
in the “forties,” when, late in the evening, we heard a rap at the door and, to my surprise,
old Doctor Lamborn presented himself, with a “Good evening to thee.” He was assured,

in answer to his inquiry, that he could be lodged for the night. Supper was given him. |
think the old doctor was a light eater, but he talked much while eating, apparently enjoying
the conversation as much as he did his supper; | allowed the family to remain ignorant for
some time as to who this strange and learned visitor was. The doctor did not recognize
me. At last Mr. Dickinson called me aside and asked whether | knew his gentleman; was
the president of some college or some wandering philosopher, or statesman? | replied that
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it made but little difference what he called him, whether a doctor of laws, or statesman,

his title was high enough up in the scale of learning and science to answer any draught

in that direction, but we would call him “Old Doctor Lamborn,” as everybody else did. It
was twelve o'clock before the family retired, so interested 244 were they in the old doctor's
conversation. All | had read of in books about Burke, Dr. Johnson, and other great talkers,
| seemed to realize that evening, as we were grouped about the cheerful fireplace in the
old log house, listening to the talk of this interesting man.

In the morning when he left, he thanked Mr. Dickinson for the entertainment he had given
him, and said, “I will treat some other person as kindly as thou hast me, and that will pay
the debt.”

Thus the old doctor, like a modern knight-errant, mounted on his favorite “leopard mare,”
wandered about the country for many years, while but few people knew anything of his
real history. Sometimes in 1872, the writer obtained from Dr. Upjohn, Dr. Thomas, and
others, the material for the following sketch of his early life:

Dr. Isaac Lamborn was a native of Leesburg, Loudon county, Virginia, where he was
born towards the close the last century. He is said to have graduated at the University of
Pennsylvania, at Philadelphia, where he also studied medicine under Professor Gibson,
a man of well known reputation. Here he secured the title of M.D., and it’ said that he also
graduated at William and Mary College in Virginia.

Dr. Uriah Upjohn says of him: “Theoretically he knew everything in the science of
medicine; was learned, profoundly versed as a physician, although he never engaged in
regular practice.” Though so fond of conversation and discussion, he seldom laughed. Dr.
N. M. Thomas, of Schoolcraft, says he came of Quaker parentage, and that he studied
medicine near the place of his birth. He also states that his father was noted for his
eccentricities, of which his neighbors often made sport. Dr. Thomas, met Dr. Lamborn, in
September, 1828, in Mount Pleasant, Jefferson County, Ohio. And it is said that he went
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about as a Quaker preacher, and also as a lecture. He came to Michigan in 1830, Dr.
Thomas thinks later. About 1824 he visited Washington, D.C., where he was employed
as a stenographer or reporter, during the administration of John Quincy Adams. Inn
that department his reputation was unrivaled. In the capital of the Nation he formed
the acquaintance of many prominent statesmen and politicians, and having a superior
capacity, and a most retentive memory, acquired a remarkable knowledge, of not only
the principles of human government. Dr. Mottram, of Kalamazoo, says his penetration
of character was wonderful, and that his analysis of the character, peculiarities, and
special traits of all the noted men he had met in his time, was better than phrenological
delineation, by the ablest lecturer upon the (so-called) science.

While in Washington he turned his attention mostly to the study of American politics, and
as in the case of his study of medicine, he soon mastered the subject. His knowledge of
men and principles was most wonderful. A prominent gentleman of Kalamazoo says of
him, “He seemed to have no common sense, but he had the greatest store of un-common
sense of any man | ever knew.” Whatever subject he investigated he seemed to grasp

at 245 once and become proficient in it. With all of his other acquirements he had a very
wide knowledge of history. Dr. David . Brown, one of Kalamazoo's able and well known
physicians, was from the same part of Virginia, and an old time friend of Dr. Lamborn's.
When he removed to Michigan in 1830, the old doctor came with him. Dr. Brown was a
Whig, and Dr. Lamborn a democrat, though a very independent one, reserving tenaciously
the right of private judgment. He and Dr. Brown have had many a “passage-at-arms” upon
political matters, and it is said that the eccentric old doctor always discomfited his old
Virginia friend or overwhelmed him in argument.

Dr. Upjohn said in answer to a question as to whether Dr. Lamborn graduated from any
literary institute: “I think he did, there is not much doubt of it; but be that as it may, one
thing is certain, he knew enough to have graduated from a half dozen of the best colleges
in the land. | first met him at Gun Plains, where | learned that he was to deliver a lecture
on stenography. | went and heard a masterful lecture on that beautiful art.” Among his
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many accomplishments was that of a practical knowledge of surveying. Upon this subject
he took great pleasure in discoursing; but he had an excellent understanding of the
system of surveys adopted by the United States authorities about 1785. He was also an
accomplished mathematician.

Religiously, he was a Hicksite Quaker, and his opinions were not kept to himself in

this direction any more than in political matters. He was ever outspoken, earnest, and
severely critical, a most remarkable debater, and supplied with an unfailing stock of
repartee. He was habitually of a melancholy temperament, which was said by those
who knew him to have been caused by a disappointment in an affair of the heart in early
life. He was sometimes remonstrated with for being so positive and outspoken, and the
suggestion was ventured that it would be better for him to curb himself and use milder
language. He replied, “It was born in me. | was once put in a barrel by my parents for
some disobedience; but | could not brook restraint. | rolled my prison over and got out.”

The writer of this biographical sketch was a student of the branch of the Michigan
University at Kalamazoo from 1843 to 1846, and often met the old doctor in the Burr Oak
city, his favorite resort. To the students of the branch Doctor Lamborn was a “wandering
cyclopedia,” a “Bodleian library in boots.” One day in the summer of 1844 it was rumored
that a phrenological lecturer had just arrived in town and proposed to deliver a course of
lectures on that science. During the day he had posted about the town large, attractive
bills, stating in full his course of lectures. It happened that some of the students that same
day came across the old doctor, and the idea seized them of the rare sport there would
be in bringing the two together and getting the doctor to “overhaul” the new science of
phrenology. After some coaxing we prevailed on our learned friend to go with us, and we
would introduce him to the lecturer. The introduction over, the first remark of the doctor
was, “I un-der-stand thee professes to give the character of men by feeling of the bumps
on their heads” “By examining the different organs 246 on their heads,” said the lecturer.
“Thou hast no right to call them organs; thou has not proved them to be organs of the
mind, and until thou hast, thy science is merely ‘bumpology.” The lecturer saw at once
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that the old doctor had struck at the vital part of his science, and although he attempted
to argue with him a while, he soon found that it was useless to try to defend phrenology
against the attacks of so keen and able a reasoner. And the question then was, not how
to answer his antagonist's arguments, but how to get rid of him, for the doctor kept on
demolishing this would-be science. He finally said, “My learned friend, | have matters
needing my immediate attention and shall have to bid you good day,” and he left the
doctor. It is needless to say that this lecturer did not carry out his program in Kalamazoo.
After his subject, phrenology, had been so completely used up, he did not think that there
was enough of it left to lecture on. Consequently, he tore dow most of his handbills, and
left Kalamazoo on the first stage going east. But before he left he asked the students:
“Who in the name of learning and science is this wonderful man?” They told him that he
was lineal descendant and sole intellectual heir of Diogenes, the cynic philosopher. He
replied: “There is not he least doubt of it; he is a chip of the old block, if not the old block
itself.” And he shook the dust of the town from his feet and left it.

From E. M. Clapp | have obtained the following incidents:

At one time the old doctor had been active in getting signatures to a petition which he had
drawn up, and was exceedingly anxious to have it presented to the legislature. Having
secured a large number of signers, sanguine of success, he forwarded it to the legislature.
But, although his name, like “Abou Ben Adhem,” led all the rest, the petition was never
afterwards heard of. The doctor could not bear to be foiled, and he was exceedingly
worried as to the fate of his petition. His old-time acquaintance, Edwin H. Lothrop, was

a member of the legislature, and for some reason the doctor believed that he was the
cause of suppressing his lost document. Cut to the quick by what he considered a flagrant
act of injustice, he exclaimed, “The right of petition, the most sacred right of an American
citizen, a right conceded by all legislative bodies where man is free, this right is denied us
in Michigan. Edwin H. Lothrop has done an act that would have cost Louis Napoleon his
head!”
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In the days when Mormonism was busy making proselytes in southwestern Michigan, a
meeting of the “faithful” was held in the log school-house in Mr. Clapp's neighborhood,
some three miles south of Galesburg. Several able preachers were present, the house
was crowded, and the meeting being fairly opened, a spirit of deep interest began to
manifest itself, when suddenly, from the corner of the room, the shrill piping voice of
Doctor Lamborn arrested the attention of the entire audience as he began a searching
and severe castigation of the Mormon theories and doctrines. Few present knew the old
doctor, and the Mormon leaders whispered to those near, “Who is it? Who is it?” Yet no
one knew. Those present who chanced to know Dr. Lamborn felt assured that the “saints”
had caught a Tartar, who would 247 thoroughly expose the whole business and intent of
their meeting. The ablest leaders replied to him, but that made the matter worse, for they
had an opponent whose wits sharpened under debate, and their arguments were so ably
answered or so skillfully parried and turned against them, that they were soon ready to
exclaim with Sir Andrew Aguecheek, “An’ | thought he had been so valiant and cunning in
fence, I'd have seen him d—d ere I'd have challenged him.”

Josh Billings says that he has known a hornet that felt well to break up a whole camp
meeting. Now, it is evident that the old doctor “felt well” that evening, and it is an
undisputed fact that he broke up that Mormon meeting. That old schoolhouse in after
years was pointed out as the spot where “Old Doctor Lamborn once routed the Latter Day
Saints.”

The writer was present at a Free-Soil meeting held in Centerville, St. Joseph county, in
the autumn of 1848. After several speakers had addressed the meeting, suddenly from

a corner of the room came the sound of a jerky yet distinct voice, exclaiming—"Fel-low
Cit-i-zens!” The peculiar, nervous, tremulous, deliberate tones attracted all ears, and all
eyes were turned to a medium sized a man of sixty years, pouring forth pithy sentences
with an earnestness that riveted the attention of all present, while, as he continued, he
lighted up the dull path of logic with the glow of a captivating fancy and spiced his remarks
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with historical illustrations and blunt truths. All were astonished to hear him talk in such

an unpremeditated strain of eloquence. At length, the president of the meeting, Hon.
Albert Metcalf, turned to Mills Hammond, the secretary, and in an undertone exclaimed,
“Who in the name of Free-soilism have we got among us?” Hammond, who knew the

fiery stranger, replied, “We've got Old Doctor Lamborn among us, and | see he's on the
aggressive, and unless we get rid of him soon there will not be much of Free-soilism left.”
He then whispered to A. D. P. Van Buren, who was assistant secretary, and said, “Van, do
you know that we have caught a Tartar?” The latter replied “Yes” and added, “He is after
us, and if we do not ‘head him off’ he will make havoc of the previous speeches and use
up a good deal of time.”

In the meanwhile the doctor was warming to his subject, and slashing right and left

with a blade as keen and sure as Saladin's. Great political questions were being
manipulated under his dexterous logic, in a manner worthy of a Chatham or a Burke. His
eloquence and wonderful reasoning thrilled and aroused the free-soil element to indignant
resentment, upon seeing which the old doctor poured out the vials of his wrath and biting
sarcasm more profusely than before. Said he, “You are displeased when I tell you that

you are untrue to the fundamental principles of republican liberty—principles for which Al-
ger-non Sidney died, for which Lord William Russell suffered, and for which John Hamp-
den fell.” Time was precious, and finally the president said, “I hope the gentleman will be
brief, as others desire to speak.” But the doctor went on until some of the audience, getting
exasperated at his stinging invectives and bitter sarcasm, 248 began to shuffle their feet
to drown his voice, or disconcert him. At this he turned towards them, and, like an aroused
Thersites, pointing his index finger at them, exclaimed, “Ye do the work of your masters
well! Ye would hiss them for a bribe, ye hireling brood! Ye recreant sons of Michigan! |
have the floor, ye cannot hiss me down!” Thus he went on until he had poured out the vials
of his wrath upon that free-soil crowd, and he sat down to the relief of all. “And yet,” says
an old free-soiler, “I was glad, and so were many others present on that occasion, that |
had had the opportunity of hearing this wonderfully gifted man in the réle of the orator.”
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What a gift in the use of words, which, when he is aroused, have a “scorpion’s lash, and
his sarcasm stings like a hornet.”

There were two men of whom the old doctor could not hear an ill word spoken without its
arousing all the ire in him. They were Elias Hicks and John Quincy Adams.

In a political speech at Battle Creek, during the exciting Whig campaign of 1844, he said,
“Fel-low cit-i-zens! | come among you a Christ-ian pat-riot and schol-ar. Really there are
but three great men in America. Dan-iel Web-ster is one, Hen-ry Clay is another, and the
third modesty forbids me to men-tion.!”

The doctor professed to know all the celebrated stock raisers in the United States, and all
about their herds, and suggested to William Jones, a wealthy farmer of Young's Prairie,
Cass county, that for a moderate commission he would purchase the best blooded
Durham bull in the country for him. Jones had stated to the doctor that he wanted such

an animal. But when he found that the latter talked business, in the shape of dollars and
cents, he began to cast about him for some way to get out of the fix he was in, but could
not, so he bluntly told the doctor that he should make his own selection and save the
commission. At this the old doctor became disgusted, picked up his budget and started
for Vandalia, a village a few miles distant. Here he met an old acquaintance, to whom he
told the whole story of his late interview with farmer Jones, and then said, “Friend Stephen,
thee has heard my story. Now, which does thee think is possessed of the greatest amount
of common sense, William Jones, of Young's Prairie, or a well-bred Durham bull? | leave
that question for thee to determine. Farewell.” Picking up his budget and throwing it over
his shoulder he was soon lost to view.

When the old doctor considered himself abused, or imposed on, he was capable of the
retort severe. When he was getting well along in years, more eccentric and ouiré in his
appearance, he visited Kalamazoo, where some large boys treated him with less respect
than he was wont to claim. Gathering around him they jokingly asked him who he was
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and what was his business. The old doctor turned upon them a withering look and in his
inimitable way replied,

“I am an agent of his Satanic Majesty, who has commissioned me to 249 look up a new
place to locate hell, and I think I shall recommend Kalamazoo.”

Some one was laying great stress on legal suasion in enforcing temperance. The old
doctor quickly replied, “You cannot control man's appetite or make him moral by statute
law. It is a pity that that man was not present when the world was made, he might have
given the Creator some wise suggestions.”

Like many a great man before him the doctor had a weak spot in his armor; he was open
to flattery. The Michigan railroad companies got into difficulties about crossing each
other's lines south of Chicago. Dr. Mottram, of Kalamazoo, told Dr. Lamborn that the

two companies had agreed to refer the matter in dispute to two distinguished umpires

in England, and that the latter gentlemen had requested that some eminent American

be associated with them in this arbitration, and, finally, that Mr. Brooks, superintendent

of the Michigan Central railroad, had requested Dr. Mottram to secure the counsel of

Dr. Lamborn. The latter was wonderfully pleased at this distinguished recognition of his
abilities. A few days after this announcement, Dr. Lamborn said to his friend, Dr. Mottram,
“Has thee heard any more about the matter from Superintendent Brooks?” The doctor
made some excuse or explanation for the time. But the old doctor again and again referred
to it, “Has thy friend Brooks yet decided when the matter of adjudicating this railroad
difficulty shall take place?” Dr. Mottram had finally to frame some plausible excuse for the
failure to call upon him.

Dolphin Morris, one of the pioneers of Little Prairie Ronde, had engaged the doctor to
survey a portion of land for him. Some one, wishing to annoy the old doctor, had told Mr.
Morris that he did not understand surveying, and hence would make a “botch” of it. Morris,
believing the man told the truth, tried to “buy off” the doctor, saying he did not care to have
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the surveying done then. This touched the old doctor to the quick; proud of his skill as a
surveyor, he could not brook such trifling, and he retorted, “No, sir! A contract between
man and man is a sacred thing; ye cannot buy me off; | was bribed by a fool once, and
never will be again!”

At the noted malpractice trial in Kalamazoo in 1844, before Judge Ransom, wherein Dr.
N. M. Thomas was defendant, and Mr. Beals of Schoolcraft, plaintiff, Dr. Lamborn was
subpcenaed as a witness. Among the eminent men present and interested, were Dr.
Brainard, president of Rush Medical College, Chicago: Professor Meeker, president of
the Laporte Medical College, Indiana; Dr. Zina Pitcher of Detroit; Professor Shipman, of
Cincinnati; and many other prominent physicians from various parts of Michigan. The
counsel consisted of Hon. Charles E. Stuart for the plaintiff, and Messrs. Balch and
Gordon for the defendant.

The question at issue was, could a fracture be so successfully treated that one could not
determine whether the bone had been broken or not?

250

Among this array of medical talent Dr. Lamborn, when called upon to take the witness
stand, was a marked figure. All eyes were fixed upon him, and all ears attentive to what

he had to say. They look, they listen, but he stands the test. He gives his testimony so
understandingly and so composedly—never faltering or found at fault under the most
searching examination—as to completely surprise everybody. And when they reach the
critical question, as to the treatment of a fracture, he tells them that Sir Astley Cooper had
stated in his writings that a fracture may be so successfully treated that it cannot be told by
observation whether the bone had been broken or not.

After the trial, Sam Rice, to please the doctor, told him that Charles E. Stuart, N. A. Balch
and Dr. Stone had said that he gave the most learned testimony of any physician who
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had been upon the stand. He replied, “Thank God, Sam-u-el, that there are three men in
Kalamazoo who can appreciate talent.”

In the fall of 1848, Judge Abner Pratt and D. D. Hughes were in Cassopolis getting
testimony in the “Kentucky slave case.” One day while Judge Pratt was taking a rest in
George B. Turner's law office, Turner espied Dr. Lamborn in the streets of the village, and
invited him into his office. The old doctor disliked Judge Pratt, but had never met him. The
judge had lately perpetrated some severe jokes on Hughes, and the latter with Turner now
saw a chance to get even with him. As the Doctor came in Pratt was lying on a lounge

in the back part of the office. After a slight conversation on other matters, Turner said,

“Dr. Lamborn, | would like to get your opinion of Alpheus Felch.” It was given. “Of Judge
Ransom,” which he gave. “Now,” says Turner, “Doctor, what is your opinion of Abner Pratt,
of Marshall?” Dr. Lamborn,—*Well, I will tell thee” (raising his voice and accenting it as
only the doctor could), “when Abner Pratt was born they were destitute of souls and they
gave him a gizzard!” At this point Turner and Hughes became convulsed with laughter,
while the doctor looked in a bewildered way first at them and then at the stranger on

the lounge, who was getting very red in the face and seemed to ask what all this uproar
was about. Finally, Turner, getting control of himself, turned to the doctor and said, “Dr.
Lamborn, allow me to introduce you to Abner Pratt.” It was now the doctor's turn to look
embarrassed, but he proved equal to the emergency; extending his hand to the judge,

he remarked, “Abner Pratt, what | said of thee | only meant politically.” It is said that the
judge used unparliamentary language for a moment, but finally his features relaxed, and
he acknowledged the jokes even. During the remainder of their stay in Cassopolis Hughes
was master of the situation.

The doctor always rode an Arabian horse, and wandered throughout the southwestern
counties of Michigan as long as he could ride. He was very simple in his habits, ate but
little, and that of the plainest food. A thousand pages might be written of him. “Even to the
last years of his life,” 251 says E. M. Clapp, “he was the same interesting man, and no one
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could hear him converse five minutes without being convinced that he was a remarkable
man.”

“Scott or Dickens would have delighted to have encountered such a man, of whose
characteristics they would have woven a romance more interesting than ‘lvanhoe’ or
‘Little Dorrit.” He was of medium stature, stoop-shouldered in his latter days, had light
complexion and light hair. He always wore the brown Quaker garb. He was everywhere a
welcome guest because of his quaintness, simplicity, intelligence and honesty. He died in
the Cass county poorhouse in the summer of 1873”31 (A. D. P. Van Buren.)

“In the year 1835, there was a lone hut in the woods some two miles west of Battle Creek,”
writes A. D. P. Van Buren. “Little was known of its occupant; few knew who he was or
where he came from. Some of the settlers said that a rather tall, gaunt man whose wife
was a slender little woman, and a boy of some half dozen years lived in this hut. Judge

T. W. Hall chanced one day to meet this stranger in the suburbs of the settlement, and in
the short talk he had with him, he was surprised at the learning and ability he displayed in
his conversation. The Judge afterwards informed his friends that the occupant of the hut

in the woods was a remarkably well-informed man. Others became acquainted with him,
and the longer they conversed the greater was their surprise at the extent and variety of
his attainments...

“The occupant of the hut soon became acquainted with many of the villagers, and in a
short time moved into town, where he eventually became one of the leading citizens,
having won the esteem of all. This man was Dr. John L. Balcomb. Not one of the old
citizens of Battle Creek but yet carries a distinct recollection of this interesting man. Those
fine dark eyes, the intellectual face, the tall, lank figure, slightly bent forward, as if top-
heavy, or weak in the chest; the long stride as he walked the street with a pipe in his
mouth; the old camlet cloak loosely worn on his shoulders; the black hat tilted back on

his head; the entire dress, which was usually black, evincing nothing of studied care in its
adjustment; and the accustomed ‘good morning,” as he walked hurriedly by one, evincing
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the innate gentleman; all these are clearly photographed on the memory of the old citizens
of Battle Creek. Not a school-boy or girl that knew him then, but will carry a well-defined
photograph of this old friend of theirs through life.

“At first, Dr. Balcomb was censured for what was called haughtiness. But the more one
knew of the man, the less one found of that trait he was seeking, but in its place an
independence, based on an intellectual worth that the world admires. In his early life in
Battle Creek he was very poor. But when he came into the village and found employment,
and the support of the people in bestowing office on him, he secured a good home, and
252 had the comforts of life about him. Whether in poverty or riches, the man was just the
same. He could say with Burns, “The honest man though e'er sae poor,ls king o’ men for
a’ that.’And as regards wealth and position, he would say— The rank is but the guinea
stamp,The man's the gowd for a’ that.’

“Dr. Balcomb was really rich in his honest poverty; or as he once said to the Hinmans,

his old friends. “The poorer | grow, the prouder | grow, and | thank God for it.” He was a
very nervous man, and in the habit of taking opium for its quieting effect on his system.
This gave rise to expressions, at times, that he was a ‘fidgety opium eater.” But they
understood little of the man who thought him merely ‘a nervous, whimsical person, living
on opium.” He was somewhat of a De Quincy in the use of the drug, and also in his rare
intellectual endowments. He was usually uneasy under restraint, and was accustomed

to move or weave his body back and forwards when talking, and the more earnestly he
talked, the faster he ‘wove.’ Dr. Balcomb was continually performing good deeds while

he was unconscious of it; for no one ever spent five minutes in talking with him who was
not benefited by some treasure or useful thought gathered from his varied conversation.
He was not only a man of much learning, but of wide culture. His mind, like some fine
library, held stores of rich and valuable knowledge. He was a keen observer and a rare
listener. From those sources so abundant in treasures—travel and the society of friends—
he had gained valuable information. His social qualities enabled him to gather rich stores
of thought from conversation. He dealt in the humanities and civilities of life. Here is where
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the large hearted man appeared. Business, be it ever so exacting, did not absorb those
higher and more ennobling qualities of the man; for he always came back to himself after
it was over. He left business when it was attended to, in the office, store, or wherever

it belonged, and went out freed from it, having laid it aside as he would a cloak while

he sought relaxation in a book or in social converse with his friends. He showed keen
discrimination that is of great value to all practical business men. ‘Business itself can

be better conducted by the man who resolutely lays it aside at regular intervals, and
throws his energies into other channels.’” ‘The mind becomes over-strained by a long
confinement to one strain of thought, and works less vigorously even on its own chosen
topic.” Dr. Balcomb, if he did not always follow the rule laid down by one of our eminent
men—‘Friends first, business next'— could easily at all times,pass from one to the other,
and do justice to both.

“His old friends who survive will yet remember him in his office when he was serving as
justice of the peace. There sits the learned magistrate by his table; if a trial is in progress a
legal volume or two is lying near his elbow; pen, ink, and paper are before him; the parties
to the suit and the 253 lawyers are grouped about him; the jury, if one is needed, take their
seats fronting the justice; the eager and expectant crowd fill up the rest of the space in

the room. The case is called. The trial begins. Think of this sensitive man of nerves trying
cases that bristled with perplexities, worrying over their tediousness! He gives his ruling
and decides the points referred to him; he jots down with his pen an item now and then, till,
growing weary of the examination, he rises to his feet, lights his pipe and places it in his
mouth, and commences to weave back and forward, giving now and then a puff of smoke
from his mouth, then stopping over he scratches down a sentence or two, and rising,
commences to weave and puff again. Thus he continues until he is rested, when he takes
his seat. In this manner he worried his way through the trial. Probably he suffered more in
his feelings, in trying a case, than any plaintiff or defendant ever did from the infliction of
the penalty that he imposed upon them.
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“Though a good listener, as we have said, this depended on who was talking. He could not
be bored. He once told the writer that, if he did not know the minister who was to preach
on the Sabbath, he always took his seat by the door. ‘Then,” said he ‘a few sentences in
the beginning of the sermon or lecture tell me whether | stay or go.’ If he did not like the
preaching, he took his hat and left, disturbing no one. ‘I cannot,” he continued, ‘sit and
listen to dull, vapid sermons—they drive me out of the church.’

“I shall never forget his restlessness and final bolting from a fusillade of words in a
discussion he once had with an old friend in May and Giddings’ office in Noble's block.
The topic of conversation had finally drifted to Universalism, and here the two got into a
warm discussion on the merits of that religion. Dr. Balcomb had discussed awhile sitting,
then he rose to his feet, swayed to and fro, puffed his pipe, and discussed that way.

His friend had answered him. The arguments, pro and con, were given, till finally the
doctor took the floor and closed on his side with this eloquent peroration, ‘I tell you, my
friend, | know Universalism through and through; | know its great champion, Adolphus
Skinner, personally well; | have listened to his most able and eloquent arguments in its
exposition and defense; and after hearing all in its favor, and seeing the system fairly
tested | have come to the conclusion that it lacks deep, vital piety. There is no stir or

spirit of progress in it; it don't reform; it don't convict; it don't convert anybody. Your whole
system is becalmed;it is ‘As idle as a painted ship on a painted ocean.’Give me a little
fanaticism in religion rather than your piety-lacking, becalmed Universalism.” And he took
his seat. His friend, now all aroused, began again, and undertook to refute the doctor's
argument. The latter listened a moment, and began to get impatient and nervous; he could
see no argument, he could not stand pettifogging; he sprang to his feet, and with extended
arm and swaying body, he exclaimed, ‘I'll believe you, my friend, I'll believe every word you
say—if you will only quit.” He took his hat and, saying ‘good day,’ left the room.

254
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“Phrenologically speaking, Dr. Balcomb's bump of order was law. It is said that he used

to keep his justice papers in a barrel in his office, and when he wanted one he would

turn the contents of the barrel on the floor, and having found the paper he sought, he
would put the rest back again. He was a fine conversationalist, and talked interestingly

on any subject. It was always a mooted question among his friends, in regard to what
department of knowledge he showed the most strength. He was thoroughly read as a
physician; his varied attainments would have aided him in any of the learned professions;
he was a fine belles-lettres scholar, and would have made at first-class professor in a
college. Some thought he belonged to the pulpit. He was, in fact, a preacher. He belonged
to the peripatetic school of ministers, for he was always walking backward and forward
when he talked, and it would always pay to note down what he said when one met him

at his home, in the street, store, or office, for one would get a little dissertation, or a short
piquant sermon, or a delightful sketch of character, some pithy sentence, or a rare thought
—all treasures and all worthy of preservation. Many of the good things gathered from his
conversation are yet reported by his old friends.

“If I could only get Choate to repeat this story,” said an old friend of that brilliant orator, ‘it
would live forever.” Dr. Balcomb's fine sayings will never be forgotten; the common phrase
came mended from his tongue. ‘He could talk,” said the Rev. Dwight Pitkin, ‘like an angel.’
He possessed appreciation and admiration in the highest degree. The chief pleasure

and value of conversation consists in having the good things said fully appreciated. The
beauties of speech and gems of thought met with a recognized value from our worthy
friend Balcomb, and his stamp of their genuine merit gave to them a higher value.

“He had,” says Hon. E. Hussey, ‘the most intuitive knowledge, and the greatest variety

of it, of any person | ever saw. Rare man that he was, no one could appreciate him who
did not know every phrase of his character. He and his family boarded a year with us, and
we learned to know them well. In the order of creation, time produces rare specimens of
humanity under various forms—a great genius, statesman, orator, sculptor, or poet. Dr.
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Balcomb was a peculiar specimen—an enthusiast. He gave his views of opinions without
stint, and always with force and perspicuity. Ideality and marvelousness were largely
developed. He loved nature, he loved art, and everything he touched embellished.

“He married Miss Calista Coffin, a beautiful and accomplished woman, the entire
counterpart of himself. She had an even and philosophical temperament. Enthusiasm in
him gave place to placidness in her. She served as an anchor to his imagination, and held
him nearer to the earth than he otherwise would have been. He reasoned from analogy,
she from cause to effect. They were devotedly attached to each other. She was a woman
of excellent business capacity, and fine education. She was noted for her love of order
and her evenness of disposition. Her memory was remarkable; 255 and when a question
came up involving proof of facts from past history, she could always refer to the authority
to establish the fact in question.

“The doctor sold the first home by Betterley's and located at the foot of the hills, north of
Harmonia, building a little cabin, where he lived till about 1840, when he came to Battle
Creek. His house at the foot of the hills was known as the ‘hermit's cabin.’

“Those only who knew him well could fully estimate his colloquial powers. He was an
earnest arguer and adhered to his strong points as if life depended upon it. He was not
given to speaking in public assemblies, but was a social orator, and although he could not
hold an audience in a set speech, he could charm the social circle with his fine thoughts
and quaint eloquence. Though not calculated for a leader, yet his society was courted, and
he was admired for the versatility of his attainments, and his spicy and original remarks,
for his sharpness in repartee, and for his inimitable manner in relating anecdotes. He

had a sympathetic and philanthropic nature. His kindness to animals was remarkable.
While he was justice of the peace he usually had some pet in the back room of his office
—a lame dog, or a maimed kitten that he fed and ‘doctored.” He would bring cups of milk
that he would leave in the room where he kept his pets. At one time, in his little *hospital’
he had five or six pups and as many kittens, having forgotten to return the former in his
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attachment to the latter. This philanthropic management continued until the lame and
unfortunate kittens had become so numerous on his hands, that he came to a friend

one day very much dejected, and complained grievously that he did not know what to

do with his cats. Finally, one day, in the midst of his perplexity and grief, he hurried to

his ‘hospital,” and drove all the cats with their families of kittens, out of doors. It was an
amusing, though to him a sad affair, to see the kind-hearted man drive his little pets into
the street. A few days after this, some of his friends found him sitting sad and melancholy
in his office. His ‘mews’ had forsaken him; the whole ‘nine’ and their progeny had deserted
his abode. The poor philanthropist's occupation was gone. | herewith give a few anecdotes
illustrative of his eccentric character.

“In talking with Hon. B. F. Graves, on the probable effect to the cholera upon Battle Creek,
should it reach that place, he insisted that it would act as a scavenger and carry off the
vile rubbish of the community, and referred to a brace of vagabonds that lived at Verona,
called Comstock and Peer, closing his argument with, ‘It will be as | tell you, if the cholera
comes we shall get rid of these vagabonds!” The next morning, very early, Judge Graves
heard someone coming up stairs to his office, and soon the doctor walked in, very much
excited with the inevitable pipe in his mouth, and one hand under his coat tail; he strode
into the middle of the floor, and there stopping abruptly, he ejaculated, ‘It's of no use—

it's of no use, now! The judge, surprised, asked what was the matter. He replied, ‘Old
Comstock—' The judge hurriedly asked, ‘Is he dead?’ ‘Lord, no!” exclaimed Balcomb, ‘it's
of no use, | tell you!” ‘Why not?’ queried the judge. ‘Because the old “scapegoat” won't die
with the cholera now, for | have just 256 entered a judgment against him in favor of Ed.
Packer, and his life is insured; I tell you it's of no use, the community has got to endure the
eternal pestilence of that old vagabond till that judgment is collected, for Ed Packer never
loses judgment!’

“At another time, in trying to convince Hon. E. Hussey of the fallacy of Universalism, or any
reform in depending on kindness alone, he said, ‘Erastus, human nature is so constituted
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in some, that kindness and forbearance can't reach them; you must take them up and
shake them over the bottomless pit before they can be converted, | tell you.’

“In talking of people's peculiarities, he insisted that at times they were so annoying that
they were unbearable; and to give his argument emphasis he added, referring to his wife
and her amiability, ‘Now the eternal evenness of that little woman over there has worn me
to skin and bones.’

To an able and most successful lawyer who practiced with him, when he was justice of the
peace, he said: ‘I like you, you know | do: you are smart an | admire your speaking; | can't
help but like you, but may God forgive me for it; for, in managing your suits, you are the
meanest and most abusive lawyer in Michigan.’

“A white man and a negro claimed the same pig. They came before Justice Balcomb.

He heard their statements and commenced an amiable replevin suit; tried the case
without lawyer or jury, found the pig belonged to one of the parties at the value of twenty
shillings,and entered judgment accordingly by giving the pig to the party. He then took
twenty shillings from his pocket, gave it to the other party, receipted the cost, and sent the
men home.”

“Dr. Balcomb was born in Attleboro, Massachusetts, and in early life removed to New
York. In 1835 he came to Battle Creek, in company with John Conway, cousin of his wife.
Besides serving as justice of the peace for many years at Battle Creek, he was elected
[1851] to the Lower House of our State Legislature. He was postmaster for a number of
years at Battle Creek. He was an earnest politician and was one of the seven who formed
the first Whig convention in Battle Creek. He afterward became a ‘free soiler,’ then a
Republican. He and his family removed to Minnesota some thirty years ago [1852] and
he became one of the original proprietors of Winona, owning one-quarter of the place. |
believe he disposed of most of his interest in that flourishing city at an early date. He died
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some three years since. His widow resides in Winona most of the time.”31 (A. D. P. Van
Buren).

Dr. Oliver Cromwell Comstock, Jr., died at the home of his niece in Brookline,
Massachusetts, at the advanced age of 88 year. He was born in Fairfield, Saratoga
County, New York, November 19, 1806, of distinguished parents. His father wa also a
physician, minister of the Gospel, and eminent in political life. (See biography “Extra-
professional Activities.”) After studying medicine at the Fairfield Medical College and
graduating in Philadelphia, he practiced at the latter place for a time, then succeeded his
257 father at Trumansburg, New York, in 1825. He married Hannah Halsey of Halseyville,
New York, and of this marriage four children were born.

Dr. Comstock's health failed in 1836 and he determined to go to Michigan. At Marshall he
arrived after a journey accomplished entirely on horseback. He bought a drug business
there conducted by Dr. Montgomery and Dr. Greves and soon replaced the wooden store
by business block, the first built of brick in Marshall. He also engaged in milling and in
general merchandise business, and in partnership with another “manufactured the first
threshing machines that were made in this section of the country.”

He also for time published the Temperance Advocate, and during all his life “was a leader
in all enterprises of a moral and religious character”; he was for years a vestryman of
Trinity Episcopal Church.

He was appointed by Governor Barry as “Acting Commissioner of Internal Improvements
for the State of Michigan,” and in that capacity had main charge of the Michigan Central
and Michigan Southern Railroads. It was under his supervision that the Jackson-
Kalamazoo link of the former was constructed.
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He was one of the founders and the second president of the Michigan Pioneer and
Historical Society and modestly admits a “humble part” in the organization; he was a
member of the Committee of Historians thereof for twelve consecutive years.

In 1847 he was arrested and fined for complicity in the “Crisswhite affair” under the
provisions of the fugitive slave law, but like others so punished “ever since considered the
offense a badge of honor.”

He was a man of splendid physique, standing over six feet high, “perfectly proportioned
and carrying himself as straight as an arrow.” He had a “finely shaped head, a clear, bright
eye, strong prominent features,” was genial, hospitable and had a clear, logical mind.

At the annual meeting of the Michigan Pioneer and Historical Society in 1888 he
contributed a valuable paper on “The Medical Profession of Michigan.”31

Dr. Comstock has been apostrophized more or less rhythmically by Judge Albert Miller,
the first president of the Michigan Pioneer and Historical Society: “Doctor Comstock is the
secondAmong the best he must be reckonedA ‘historian’ from the beginningThe Love of
his associates winningBy his counsel and his actsIn gathering items and writ